
OF 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Sunday, September 21, 2008 
3:00 P.M. 

First Interstate Pavilion Event Center 
100 Old Corvallis Road 

Hamilton, MT 

MINUTES 

27 15 Skyway Drive 
Helena, MT 59602-1213 
(406) 444-4360 
Fax (406) 442-5238 
e-mail: maco@maco. cog. mt. us 

1. Roll Call and introductions: President Johnson called the meeting to order. Roll call and 
introductions were conducted. The attendance sheet is attached. 

2. Approval of Minutes: Commissioner Chilcott moved and Commissioner Seilstad seconded to 
approve the minutes of the June 26, 2008 meetings. Motion carried. 

3. Finance Report: Allan Underdal, MACo Fiscal Officer, reviewed the financial statements as of June 
30, 2008. FY 2009 dues have been collected from all counties. Fiscal Officer Underdal also 
reviewed the FY 2009 approved budget. Director Blattie informed the Board of the Executive 
Committee action to approve a $2,500 commitment to Project 2030, for a study of demographics on 
aging services in Montana. Associate Director Wood provided an overview of the anticipated 
revenues for the 2008 Annual Conference, a comparison of conference profit and losses for the past 
four years, and a five-year revenue analysis of sponsorships and Affiliate and Associate 
memberships. 

Director Blattie informed the Board that a request had been received from Helena Civic Television for 
a $1,000 contribution in support of their Legislative Digest program. This contribution would assist 
with the production costs of the Legislative Digest program on TVMT. Because each episode is a 
compendium of public testimony, committee discussions, and House and Senate Floor actions, the 
editing costs are not included with HCTV's contract with Legislative Services. They have also 
requested contributions from the League of Cities and Towns and the League of Women's Voters. 

Commissioner Murray disclosed that he is a member of the HCTV Board of Directors. He 
additionally noted that HCTV is a private, non-profit that provides daily legislative reporting on 
Bresnan cable and through streaming internet. 

Commissioner Dunbar moved and Commissioner Rehbein seconded to deny the request. 

Discussion: Commissioner Murray recommended that the motion be defeated. He added that this is 
a method for those outside of Helena to see what is happening at the Capitol during the Session. He 
added that the program is not editorialized. Director Blattie clarified that this will also be broadcast on 
the Public Broadcasting System. Commissioner Chilcott commented that this contribution would total 
less than $20 per county. VOTE: The motion failed. 

Commissioner McGinley moved and Commissioner Chilcott seconded to approve the request for 
$1,000 by TVMT for Legislative Digest. Motion carried. Commissioner Murray abstained. 

4. FY 08 MACo Audit Report- Director Blattie recapped the FY 2007 audit report and presentation by 
Anderson-Zurmeuhlen (AZ) and the subsequent meeting and amendment of the audit to correct 
inaccurate statements and information. Director Blattie informed the Board that AZ had recently 
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finished the FY 08 JPA audit, but have not started the FY 07 JPIA or HCT audits, or the FY 08 MACo 
and JPIA audits. Also, the FY 08 JPA and HCT will be coming due soon also. Following discussions 
with AZ regarding their plan to catch up on the audits, MACo has received an official withdrawal letter 
from AZ. MACo has contacted the second place audit RFP respondent, Junkermeir, Clark, 
Campanella and Stephenson ( JCCS) regarding their interest in entering into an engagement letter to 
assume the role as Auditor for MACo and the three Insurance Pools. JCCS has responded that they 
would engage to both catch up delinquent audits and to conduct the upcoming audits to stay on 
schedule. They would honor the costs for the audits that they proposed in the 2007 RFP. 

Commissioner Underdal moved and Commissioner Kolar seconded to authorize Director Blattie to 
enter into an engagement letter with JCCS for the FY 2008, 2009 and 2010 audits. Motion carried. 

5. Nominations Report: The Board convened as a committee of the whole. President Johnson reported 
that John Ostlund, Yellowstone County, is the only name that had been placed into nomination for 
the position of Second Vice President and the bylaws require that two names be forwarded to the 
membership. Commissioner Chilcott moved and Commissioner Dunbar seconded to suspend the 
bylaws. Motion Carried. Commissioner Chilcott moved and Commissioner Murray seconded to 
forward John Ostlund's nomination to the membership for the position of Second Vice President. 
Motion carried. Commissioner Ostlund thanked the Board for their nomination. Commissioner 
Murray moved and Commissioner Rieger seconded to forward the nomination of Carl Seilstad to the 
membership for the position of First Vice President. Motion carried. 

6. 2010 Convention Bids - Director Blattie, MACo Executive Director reported that bids had been 
received from Yellowstone and Missoula counties to host the 2010 Annual Conference. Yellowstone 
County Commissioner Bill Kennedy addressed the Board, and stated this conference would be co
hosted by Yellowstone and surrounding counties. Commissioner Rehbein commented that if 
Yellowstone County were the successful bidder, that Richland County would co-host also. 
Commissioner Kennedy added that they are working with the Chamber of Commerce and the Billings 
Hotel and Convention Center. However, the hotel does not have the standard conference week 
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30. Commissioner Kennedy noted that the room rate would be $70 per night and there would not be 
meeting room charges. 

Director Blattie added that MACo Meeting Planner, Karen Houston, had been in contact with both the 
Missoula Holiday Inn and the Missoula Hilton Garden Inn. Both facilities were available the week of 
September 19-23, 2010. The Garden Inn had offered 100 rooms at the state rate of $84 per night, 
and an additional $1,000 in meeting room charges. The Holiday Inn offered 100 rooms at $84 per 
night and would not charge meeting room charges. Director Blattie noted that the lodging rates are 
higher in Missoula as they are considered a "high cost" area. 

The Board asked if moving the conference to a later week would conflict with other meetings such as 
the Governor's Work Comp conference or the League of Cities and Towns Annual meetings. A 
concern was raised regarding the availability of vendors if there is a conflict. Director Blattie 
responded he would gather that information and report back to the Board. 

7. Resolutions Committee Report- Mike Murray, Chair, MACo Resolutions Committee, reported 
that there were four late resolutions. The resolution titles and Committee recommendations are 
as follows: 

District Court Security Fund - Do Pass 
Mill Levy Rounding Accuracy - Do Not Pass 
Clean Air Act - Do Not Pass - include in H&HS Committee Policy Statement 
Special Districts for Federal Mineral Royalties - Do Not Pass 



Commissioner Murray also noted that the Resolutions Committee had requested additional 
information on No. 2008-14 Drug Testing. They had received the information and 
recommend a Do-Pass. 

8. MACo Evaluations - Associate Director Wood presented the results of the annual membership 
survey. Discussion was held regarding the comments on the newsletter and its content. 
Commissioner Davey suggested that each District submit articles regarding the happenings in their 
area. 

9. Other Business: 

a. Commissioner Recognition - Commissioner Dunbar informed the Board that Daniels County 
Commissioner Bill Tande is currently the longest serving commissioner in Montana and will be 
entering his 31st year of service in January. Commissioner Dunbar requested that Commissioner 
Tande be recognized at the mid-winter meeting for his tenure and years of service. 

Commissioner Seilstad moved and Commissioner Underdal seconded to recognize Daniels County 
Commissioner Bill Tande for his 30 years of service at the MACo Midwinter meeting in February 
2009. Motion carried. 

b. MACo Salary Survey - Director Blattie noted that a discussion had been held at the June Board 
meeting regarding the staff classification and compensation study that was conducted two years ago. 
At that meeting, it was suggested that it be done again this year. Director Blattie had been in contact 
with CMS and asked them to provide two cost proposals. One would be to review and update 
position descriptions and the second would be to conduct a salary survey. Director Blattie asked the 
Board for direction as to whether to proceed with obtaining the cost proposals and or conducting the 
studies. 

Commissioner Chilcott moved to authorize Director Blattie to obtain cost proposals. There motion 
died for lack of a second. Following discussion, Commissioner Chilcott withdrew his original motion 
and offered a motion to not pursue at this time, and to re-visit the issue in a non-legislative year. 
Commissioner McGinley seconded. Motion carried. 

c. MA Co Staffing/Recruitment Efforts - Director Blattie informed the Board that three interviews had 
been conducted by staff with applicants for the position of Chief Counsel. Director Blattie had 
conducted follow-up interviews, and had entered into negotiation with an applicant. 

Director Blattie further reported that interviews would be conducted following the Annual Conference 
to fill the Administrative Assistant vacancy. 

d. President Johnson thanked all of the outgoing Board members for their service and urged them 
to continue to be involved in MACo. 

e. Thursday Board Meeting -Associate Director Wood informed the Board that the Board books for 
the upcoming year were available and would be distributed at the Thursday meeting. She asked 
anyone who was not going to be at the Thursday meeting to pick up their books at the end of this 
meeting. 

There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned. 

')I proved this 1st day Qf pecember 2008. 

1 J/itu~tf'j) { ~~j, 
Michael McGi'Afey, MACo President L. Harold Blattie, Secretary 



Board of Directors Meeting 
Attendance 

Sunday, September 21, 2008 

MEMBERS 

Officers 

_X_ Cynthia Johnson, President 

_X_ Mike McGinley, 1st Vice President 

X Carl Seilstad, 2nd Vice President 

_X_ Allan Underdal, Fiscal Officer 

_X_ Greg Chilcott, Urban Representative 

_ John Prinkki, Past President 

District Chairs/Representatives 
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_X_ Mark Rehbein, District #2 

_X_ Donald Reiger, District #3 

_X_ Harvey Worrall, District #4 

_X_ Arnie Gettel, District #5 

_X_ Jerome Kolar, District #6 

_X_ Maureen Davey, District #7 

_X_ Mike Murray, District #8 

_ Bernie Lucas, District #9 

_Gary Hall, District #1 O 

_X_ Judy Stang, District #11 

_X_ Tom Rice, District #12 

Association Representatives 
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_X_ Regina Plettenberg, Clerk and 
Recorders 

_Marilyn Hollister, Clerks of Court 

_Steve lmmenschuh, Coroners 

_X_ Robin Clute, Magistrates 

_x_ T. Gregory Hintz, 
Sheriff & Peace Officers 

_X_ Jo Anne Johnson, Treasurers 

_X_ Diane Inbody, 
School Superintendents 

Others Present: Harold Blattie, MACo Executive Director; Sheryl Wood, MACo Associate Director; 
Tom Swindle, MACo Finance Officer; Owen Voigt, MACo HCT Administrator; Dan Watson, Rosebud 
County Commissioner; Bill Kennedy and John Ostlund, Yellowstone County Commissioners. 


