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DRAFT MINUTES COMMUNITY ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT & LABOR COMMITTEE
SEPTEMBER 17, 2024
HOLIDAY INN
MissouLA, MIT

Call to Order, Roll Call & Introductions: Commissioner Briggs (see attached)
Tracy Mclntyre was appointed temporary secretary in Sarah Converse’s absence for the meeting.

Review and Approval of Minutes:
Commissioner Harwood moved and Commissioner MacDonald seconded to approve the minutes with the
addition of Commissioner Hamilton’s attendance; the motion passed.

Montana Manufacturing Extension Center presentation:

Paddy Fleming with Montana Manufacturing Extension Center (MMEC) gave an overview of the manufacturing
industry in Montana and the economic impact. He reviewed the automation loan program and encouraged the
Commissioners to engage with their manufacturers.

Chair Briggs discussed HB 819 and activities since the passage, including the statutory requirements, eligibility
requirements and match. This included discussions on the CRO program and how the different counties were
collaborating together.

John Slotnick from Missoula County and MT Representative Tom France gave a review of a property tax bill that
France is working on for the upcoming session. This relief bill would be a local option for a tourist tax.

MEDA Update: Paddy Fleming and Tracy Mcintyre reviewed the MEDA policy work and shared interim policy
statements.

The committee reviewed the policy statements. #12 was highlighted and reviewed with Gary MacDonald of
Roosevelt County making a motion to add #12 into the statements and renumber the rest. Ruth Baker from
Treasure County seconded the motion. After another review and discussion Gary MacDonald of Roosevelt
County madea motion to approve, with David Strohmaier from Missoula County seconding the motion. The
Motion passed.

Meeting was adjourned by Commissioner Briggs.
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