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Missoula, MT | Holiday Inn Downtown | September 17, 2024 
 

1. Roll Call & Introductions 

Chair Gorder called the meeting to order. Roll Call was taken, and a quorum was present.  

2. Moving Fuel, Railroads, Trucks, and Pipelines: Enden Nelson, CHS 

Eden Nelson from CHS gave a presentation on pipelines, explaining all the steps and protections that CHS has in 
place.  

3. Zoning, Wind, and Solar Projects in Wibaux County: Darin Miske, Commissioner 

Commissioner Miske spoke about how Wibaux County crated their land use regulations. 

4. Wind & Solar Severance Tax: Rep. Gary Parry 

Representative Parry discussed a wind and solar severance tax.  

5. Policy Work Session 

The Committee was not assigned resolutions, so the sole focus was on MACo Energy policy statements. There 
were no changes to the policies as amended during the Midwinter meeting.  

Commissioner Oelkers moved to pass the policy statements as amended during the Midwinter meeting. 
Commissioner Wallace seconded. Motion passed unanimously.  

Policy statement #2 was amended and policy statement #28 was proposed as an addition for the full MACo 
Membership to review and adopt or reject: 

Amended #2 – MACo seeks a comprehensive and integrated approach to an energy policy that accelerates 
development, research and incentives for alternative and renewable energy, ENERGY efficiency programs, and 
clean coal technologies. 

Proposed Addition #28 – MACO SUPPORTS THE EDUCATION OF COUNTY GOVERNING BODIES TO UNDERSTAND 
THE VARIOUS ROLES AND METHODS BY WHICH THEY CAN PARTICIPATE IN ADMINISTRATIVE AGENCY 
RULEMAKING THAT AFFECTS ENERGY AS WELL AS LAND USE POLICY, AND THE IMPACTS OF THOSE POLICIES ON 
LOCAL GOVERNMENT, LOCAL ECONOMIES, PRIVATE PROPERTY, AND MONTANA’S CULTURE AND WAY OF LIFE 
INCLUDING ORAL AND WRITTEN COMMENT, APPEARANCE AND TESTIFYING, POLICY COORDINATION, 
COOPERATING AGENCY STATUS, ETC., AS WELL AS THE SIMILARITIES AND DIFFERENCES BETWEEN THESE ROLES 
AND METHODS AND HOW TO SELECT THE BEST OPTION AMONG THEM IN THE VARYING CONTEXTS OF 
RULEMAKING ACTIONS. 

6. Adjournment 
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned. 

 

 
 



A G E N D A  |  M A C O  E N E R G Y  C O M M I T T E E  |  S E P T E M B E R  1 7 ,  2 0 2 4  
 

2 | P a g e  

COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
 

  X   Shane Gorder, Chair, Richland 

  X   Darin Miske, Vice Chair, Wibaux 

  X   Edward Anderson, Wibaux 
 
___ Mary Armstrong, Valley 

  X   Steve Baldwin, Fallon 

___ Joe Briggs, Cascade 

___ Lori Fortner, Powder River 

___ Don Hajenga, Judith Basin 

 

 

  X   Tyrel Hamilton, Stillwater 

  X   Scott Hein, Rosebud 

  X   Bob Lee, Rosebud 

___ Scott Miller, Carbon 

  X   Gordon Oelkers, Roosevelt 

___ Melanie Roe, Sweet Grass 

  X   Jeff Sell, Wheatland 

  X   Richard Snellman, Teton 

___ Alan Stempel, McCone 

 

___ Dennis Teske, Prairie 

___ Terry Tomsheck, Toole 

  X   Mike Turley, Musselshell 

  X   Bill Wallace, Sweet Grass 

___ Chris Westergard, Sheridan 

  X   Dennis Zander, Dawson 

 

 

 

 

 


