
MACO Annual Conference, Missoula MT 

Health and Human Services Committee 

Sept. 17, 2024, 8:30 AM 

Meeting called to order by Chairwoman Joette Woods 

Speakers 

 Mary Windecker- Behavioral Health Alliance of Montana- Medicare Expansion 

 Lisa Sheppard- Area 7 Council on Aging- Montana Area Agencies on Aging Association 

 Shannon Therriault- MT Env. Health Association- Sanitarian Licensed Establishments Fee 
Changes  

Roll Call- a quorum was present 

Minutes – Andy Hunthausen moved to approve, Bob Mullen second. Motion passed. 

Andy Hunthausen moved to add Policy 29- MACO supports a increase in State Funding to the Montana 
Area Agencies on Aging Fund. Bob Mullen second. Motion passed. 

Juanita Vero moved to change to language in Policy 11 to read: “MACO supports efforts to increase public 
health inspection fees to reduce the property tax subsidy of the inspections and more fairly cover the 
costs to counties of running the licensed establishment programs”. Andy Hunthausen second. Motion 
passed. 

Andy Hunthausen moved to approve all current policy statements, plus #29 and verbiage change on #11. 
Jake Strissel second. Motion passed. 

Zach Brown asked that the committee be aware that persons being sentenced to the State Hospital are 
being held in county jails until beds are available and counties are not receiving any reimbursement from 
DPHHS. 

Meeting Adjourned 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

MACO Annual Conference  
Committee 

Member 
HHS Attendance 9/17/2024   
Kelly Cotton US Rep Rosendale  
Lisa Sheppard Missoula Aging Services  
Amanda Cowell Northland Public Affairs  
Mary Jo Bremmer Glacier County  
Cola Dumont Flathead County Agency on Aging  
Lonnie Johnson Sheridan County   
Larry Berg Wheatland County  
Kristin Kuiken Daines  
Pam Castleberry Carter County X 
Juanita Vero Missoula County X 
Jeff Ruffatto Stillwater County  
Shane Fox Blaine County X 
Jake Strissel Hill County X 
Andy Hunthausen Lewis and Clark County X 
McKenzie McCarthy MACo  
Trista Besch Cascade County  
Liz Ball Rosebud County Clerk of Court  
Carly Jay Andersen Beaverhead Clerk of District Court  
Kyan Evans  Governors Office  
Jennifer Saunders Fergus County X 
Shannon Therriault Mont Env. Health Association  
Gale Decker Lake County X 
Zack Brown Gallatin County X 
Bob Mullen Jefferson County X 
Shantelle Gaynor Missoula County Community Justice  
Tom Rolfe Lewis and Clark County X 
Joette Woods Liberty County X 

 


