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MINUTES 

LAND USE, PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE  
September 17, 2024 

8:30 – 10:00 a.m. 
Holiday Inn  

Three Rivers Room 
Missoula, MT 

 
 

1. Call to Order, Roll Call & Introductions:  Chair Burrows 

2. Appoint Temporary Secretary for Duration of Meeting 
Karen Alley agreed to take minutes. 

3. Approval of Minutes: None were provided. 

4. Speakers 

→ DNRC & DEQ Update on Subdivision Review and ARM Amendment 

Anna Pakenham-Stevenson, DNRC Water Resources Division Administrator and Lindsey Krywaruchka, 
DEQ Water Quality Division Administrator provided updates from their perspective agencies 
regarding changes implemented since the February 2024 order out of First Judicial District.  
Additionally, they discussed their priorities, including coordinating agency and local review processes 
related to subdivision review, as well as creating more certainty in subdivision review related to 
water. 

→ Montana Weed Control Association Update: MWCA Rep., Pam Converse 

Pam Converse updated that fire season always has an impact on weeds.  She reports new noxious 
weeds are being introduced into Montana.  She also noted the EPA is putting out new herbicide 
requirements.  She encouraged county commissioners to visit with their weed coordinators.  
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5. Review Assigned Resolutions 
 

 
6. Review/Update/Approve Committee Policy Statements  

Policy Statement 22 was recommended for amendment as follows: MACo supports water policy that 
continues to allow predictable use of exempt well water for agriculture, homes, and small businesses without 
a burdensome water right permitting process; and opposes changes to water policy that would unnecessarily 
increase the cost associated with accessing water; changes to water policy that limit the county’s ability to 
properly plan, zone for growth, or review and condition subdivision applications; changes to water policy that 
would negatively affect the county’s ability to meet Wildland Urban Interface requirements; and changes to 
water policy that may create added weed infestation in Montana. 

Additional policy was recommended for adoption: MACo supports the education of county governing bodies 
to understand the various roles and methods by which they can participate in administrative agency 
rulemaking that affects land use policy, and the impacts of those policies on local government, local 
economies, private property, and Montana’s culture and way of life including oral and written comment, 
appearance and testifying, policy coordination, cooperating agency status, etc., as well as the similarities and 
difference between these roles and methods and how to select the best option from among them in the 
varying contexts of rulemaking actions. 

Policy Statement 10 was recommended for amendment as follows: MACo supports developing local 
government review authority for transfers of private sector land to the public sector, with federal and state 
real property holdings maintained at a minimum or no-net gain level. 

Policy Statement 12 was recommended for amendment as follows: MACo supports the use of exemptions to 
the Subdivision and Platting Act and further authorizing local development of criteria for allowable 
exemptions. 

Policy Statement 20 was recommended for amendment as follows: MACo supports that there is a necessity 
for balance between land use regulation and the protection of private property rights. 

7. Other Business 

No other business was discussed. 

 

PROPOSED RESOLUTIONS ASSIGNED TO COMMITTEE 

PAGE SHORT TITLE RECOMMENDATION  (CHECK APPROPRIATE BOX) 

3 Subdivision Applications Regarding Legal 
Availability of Water & Wastewater Facilities 

X Do pass    Do Not Pass  Amend     
Policy Statement:    Yes    No 
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COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
 

_X_ Jeff Burrows, Chair, Ravalli 

___ Josh Letcher, Vice Chair, Lincoln 

_X_ Brad Abell, Flathead 

___ Edward Beaudette, Anaconda 
Deer Lodge 

 
_X_ Jennifer Boyer, Gallatin  

_X_ Greg Chilcott, Ravalli 

___ John Fahlgren, Valley 

_X_ Darrel Folkvord, Broadwater 

_X_ Shane Gorder, Richland 

_X_ Pam Holmquist, Flathead 

___ Terry Kimmet, Toole 

_X_ Al Knight, Wibaux 

___ Ron Nye, Madison 

_X_ Gordon Oelkers, Roosevelt 

_X_ Debi Randolph, Broadwater 

_X_ Josh Slotnick, Missoula 

_X_ Jason Strouf, Custer 

___ Brant Teske, Lincoln 

_X_ Pam Converse, MWCA Rep., 
Pondera

 


