
 
 
 
 
February 28, 2022 
 
Chairman Grijalva, House Natural Resources Committee 
Ranking Member Westerman, House Natural Resources Committee  
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Re:  Opposition to the Northern Rockies Ecosystem Protection Act (H.R.1755)  
 
Dear Chairman Grijalva and Ranking Member Westerman, 
 
On behalf of the Montana Association of Counties (MACo), an organization representing Montana’s 56 
counties, I write to voice our opposition to the Northern Rockies Ecosystem Protection Act (H.R. 1755) 
(NREPA). 
 
NREPA proposes adding over 23 million (23,000,000) acres of National Forest System and other federal 
lands being designated as Wilderness in the states of Montana, Idaho, Wyoming, Oregon and 
Washington, establishing and limiting development in “Biological Linkage Areas”, providing for the 
donation (loss) of grazing permits and leases, and increasing protection for roadless areas. 
 
The bill takes a top-down approach that fails to consider any of the socio-economic impacts that such 

actions would have on the communities that rely on these lands for local socio-economic well-being.  

In a state where nearly 30% of our lands are managed by the federal government, Montana citizens 

depend on the access, resources and opportunities that public lands afford.  The continuation of 

multiple-use activities, like timber harvest, motorized recreation, mountain biking, oil and gas 

production, irrigation infrastructure maintenance, coal mining, renewable energy development, 

outfitting and grazing is critical to Montana’s economy, heritage and social fabric. 

 

It is well known that our nation, specifically Montana and the Northern Rockies, is facing extreme 

wildfire activity.  Catastrophic wildfire poses a direct threat to Montana residents who reside in the 

Wildland Urban Interface (WUI) and adjacent private properties.  Designating NFS and Bureau of Land 

Management lands as Wilderness severely limits the ability of county residents and land management 

agencies to respond to, and suppress, wildfires.  In this era of catastrophic wildfires, these public lands 

need is not less management, but more.  Wilderness designations prohibit the construction of new 

roads, fire breaks, mechanized vehicle use and timber harvest which are all vital in the prevention and 

suppression of wildfire.  The use of aerial suppression tactics is also restricted, forcing land management 

agencies to rely on “on foot” only fire suppression.  These tactics are dangerous, time consuming and 

extremely high in labor demand when initial attack is vital in controlling and suppressing wildfire 

activity.  Citizens from our communities have had to leave their homes not only due the threat of 

wildfire but also due to the unhealthy and hazardous smoke emitted. 

 

Montana is far too familiar with these risks and what happens when public lands are ignored.  Since 



2000 Montana has seen 6,762,097 acres (10,565 square miles) catastrophically burned.  This 

represents an area larger than the states of Massachusetts, Vermont, New Hampshire, New Jersey, 

Connecticut, Delaware or Rhode Island.  Prohibitions and restrictions on the active management of 

public lands have exacerbated fire risk and the associated devastating impacts to watersheds, habitat, 

air quality and view sheds to communities in Montana. 

 

The fire risk along with its associated impacts, inhibited public access, and further limited multiple-use 

on these lands will be significantly detrimental to the counties of Montana.  Please consider this our 

formal opposition to H.R. 1755. 

 

Respectfully, 

 

 

Jason Strouf, President 

Montana Association of Counties 

 
 


