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I think that probably since the beginning of time, it has been considered ironic
and bewildering that “time” can concurrently pass so slowly and so quickly. That
is how this year passed for me serving as
the President of the Montana Association
of Counties. I have thoroughly enjoyed the
opportunity that you, my peer County Commissioners, provided me beginning at the
95th MACo Annual Convention in Missoula
and particularly this year.
I wish that I could allude to some
monumental achievements that were a
result of my efforts, but I have to admit that
I was not alone in the accomplishments of
our association this year. We went through
a period of transition, both within our own
Association and in the State, dealing with
the Montana Legislature.
MACo has seen the retirement of staff.
I am sure we all still think of Safety Ray at
times. Patti Foster has moved on to advance her career. We now have Fred Hansen to assist with Loss Control, and Tom
Swindle has taken over as our Financial
Officer. We have filled other positions with
new and younger faces that have brought
new vitality to MACo. It is always refreshing to hear Kerissa answer the phone. The
MACo News and website are brighter and
provide us all easily accessible information
thanks to the efforts of Shantil.
Along with the changes in staffing

did come the arduous task of clarifying
and defining the organizational structure
of MACo. It is now clear to all employees
that they are employed by MACo, and
that the JPIA Trust, the JPA Trust, and
the Health Care Trust contract with
MACO for services. The leadership structure is clearly defined, with an understanding of who is responsible for performing certain tasks and who they are
responsible to.
The Montana Association of Counties is considered by the Montana State
Legislature to be one of the most respected groups that lobby issues before
them. MACo was very successful before
the Legislature this year with having over
70% of our resolutions incorporated into
the Montana Codes Annotated. The recreation of the Community Technical Assistance Program is just one example.
There are many issues that MACo will
need to work on before the next Legislative
Session, and I hope to be involved in that
process. MACo should be very engaged in
the Wild Lands-Urban Interface, fire protection in subdivisions, stream bank setbacks,
and other issues that will be presented before
the 61st Montana Legislature or through initiatives—as may be the case with the bridge
stream access issue. These issues can be
divisive within an organization, and perhaps
the biggest challenge of any organization,
such as MACo, is to keep balance and find
consensus on issues.
It has been a very busy year, and I may
not have fully appreciated the time that I
would have to dedicate to our Association,
but I have thoroughly enjoyed the opportunity.
Once again, I want to thank all of you for allowing me to serve as President of the Montana Association of Counties.
Sincerely,

John Prinkki, MACo President,
Carbon County Commissioner

MACo News
Mark Your Calendars

Delegate Assembly Rules

September
5, 2007
10, 2007
12 - 13, 2007
13 - 14, 2007
17 - 19, 2007
19, 2007

Special Legislative Session
Governor’s Digital Summit, Helena
Water Policy Committee, Clark Fork Basin, Thompson Falls
Environmental Quality Council, Capitol, Room 102
County Treasurers Annual Conference, Missoula
Revenue & Transportation Interim Committee, Capitol,
Room 137, 8 a.m.
23 - 26, 2007
MACo Annual Conference, Great Falls
24, 2007
Children, Families, Health & Human Services Interim
Committee, Capitol Room 137
25, 2007
Education and Local Government Interim Committee
25 - 26, 2007
Legislative Council, Capitol
30 - Oct. 4, 2007 Magistrates Fall Conference
October
1, 2007
Law & Justice Interim Committee, Capitol
3 - 5, 2007
Governor’s Work Comp Conference, Big Sky
3 - 5, 2007
WIR Board Retreat, St. George, UT
9 - 10, 2007
Legislative Finance Committee, Capitol, Room 102
16 - 17, 2007
Water Policy Committee, Helena
19 - 20, 2007
(SAVA) State Admin & Veterans Affairs Interim Committee,
Capitol
29 - 31, 2007
AGRIP Fall Meeting-Savannah, GA
November
7 - 9, 2007
Rocky Mountain Fair Association, Billings
8 - 9, 2007
Law & Justice Interim Committee
16, 2007
Child, Families, H & HS Interim Committee, Helena
28 - 30, 2007
JPIA/JPA/HCT Trustee Retreat
29 - 30, 2007
SAVA Interim Committee, Helena
December
10 - 14, 2007
Commissioner Certification, Helena
January
3 - 4, 2008
Law & Justice Interim Committee, Missoula
6 - 7, 2008
SAVA Interim Committee, Helena
7 - 11, 2008
NCCAE Pres & Execs, Washington, DC
14 - 17, 2008
Loss Control Conference, Bozeman
25, 2008
Child, Families, H & HS Interim Committee, Helena
February
11 - 15, 2008
Mid-Winter Conference, Holiday Inn, Billings
21 – 22, 2008
SAVA Interim Committee, Helena
29, 2008
Law & Justice Interim Committee, Missoula

Rule 1 Any resolution or bylaw change from a member
district or county not submitted at the District meeting
must be submitted to the Resolutions Committee no
later than the Sunday before the Annual Convention
in order to be presented to the Board of Directors for
their approval.
Rule 2 Any resolution or bylaw change not submitted
through Rule 1 will not be considered by the Delegate
Assembly unless two-thirds of the delegates present
and voting elect to suspend the rules to consider late
proposals. Late proposals shall be accompanied by
copies for all delegates and shall be available prior to
the Introduction and Consideration of Bylaw Changes
or Resolutions.
Voting Procedures
Rule 3 Each regular member has one vote.
(Regular members shall be those counties which contribute annually to the financial support of the Association.) There shall be one county delegate and one
alternate with the authority to vote. The delegate and
the alternate must be elected county officials.
Rule 4 In speaking to a motion, a delegate will be limited
to three minutes except wherein this rule has been
suspended by a vote.
Rule 5 All voting shall be by show of hands or voice
vote, subject to the call of the chair. A roll call vote
will be conducted upon request by a delegate from
the floor.
Rule 6 Debate is considered privileged and a “call for
the question” cannot be used to limit debate. A vote
to close debate requires a two-thirds vote of the delegates voting.
Suspension of Rules
Rule 7 Any of these rules may be suspended by a twothirds vote of those present and voting.

Flood Plain Management
Montana DNRC Floodplain Management Program:
http://www.dnrc.mt.gov/wrd/water%5Fop/floodplain/
The above link includes information on the State’s Flood
Plain Program:
Floodplain Statute and Rules
Guidelines
Current Floodplain Delineation Projects
Local Government Model Floodplain Ordinance
Local Government Model Application Forms
Local Government Model Floodplain Administrators Forms
Certified Floodplain Manager Exam
Associations
FEMA Forms and Resources
Contacts
Publications
Maps
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Resolutions and/or Bylaws

Your Comments
and Opinions are
Important to us!

MACo News Invites Letters to the Editor
Have a compliment, complaint, or suggestion? Let us know!
Please include your name and county with your letter.
Email your thoughts to: macopb@maco.cog.mt.us

Montana Association of Counties • http://www.maco.cog.mt.us/

Risk Management
S e p t e m b e r i s C h o l e s t e r o l Awa r e n e s s M o n t h
Provided by Federal Occupation Health, Department of Health and Human Services, http://www.foh.dhhs.gov/
September may be “back
to school month”, but it is
also Cholesterol Awareness
Month. Take a few moments
to study up on this important
health issue.
Cholesterol is a waxy,
fat-like substance that your
body produces and is necessary for many body functions.
However, when there is too
much cholesterol in the
bloodstream, some will build
up on the walls of the blood
vessels, including those of
the heart. Over time, this
build-up can impede the flow
of blood. High blood cholesterol is a risk factor for coronary heart disease (CHD).
As the leading cause of
death in the United States,
CHD has the potential for touching many, many Americans. One of every two males and one of every three females aged 40 years and over will develop CHD sometime in their lives. The good news is that people CAN prevent heart disease by controlling those risk factors that
can be modified. By lowering risk factors – through exercise, reducing saturated fats and cholesterol-containing
foods, quitting smoking, and reducing excess weight, people can minimize their risk of ever developing CHD.
The National Cholesterol Education Program (NCEP)
within NIH’s National Heart Lung and Blood Institute recommends adults over 20 years old have their cholesterol
levels checked at least every five years. The desirable
cholesterol levels are listed below:
Total cholesterol: Less than 200 mg/dL.
Low Density Lipoprotein (LDL) cholesterol ("bad" cho-

lesterol): Less than 100 mg/
dL.
High Density Lipoprotein
(HDL) cholesterol ("good"
cholesterol): 40 mg/dL or
higher.
Triglycerides: Less than
150 mg/dL.
Learn More:
Take the Cholesterol
Quiz
at
http://
nhlbisupport.com/chd1/
CholesterolQuiz/quiz.htm
“What You Need to Know”
about Cholesterol and your
health: www.nhlbi.nih.gov/
h e a l t h /p u b li c / h ea r t /c ho l /
wyntk.pdf
Tips to manage your
cholesterol: hin.nhlbi.nih.gov/
cholmonth/tips.htm
Charting your cholesterol:
hin.nhlbi.nih.gov/cholmonth/track3.htm

Is There a Silent Killer in Your Life?

Federal Occupation Health, Department of Health
and Human Services cites the following websites concerning this piece:
Citations:
www.nhlbi.nih.gov/health/public/heart/chol/liv_chol.pdf
www.cdc.gov/cvh/library/fs_cholesterol.htm

Take rest; a field that has rested gives a bountiful crop.
~Ovid

MACo

Risk Management and Training
Emelia McEwen
Senior Loss Control Specialist

Fred Hansen
Loss Control Specialist

Phone (406) 444-4370
FAX (406) 442-5238
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MACo hopes you had a wonderful, relaxing, and safe
Labor Day weekend!
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MACo News
98th Annual Conference: Best Western Heritage Inn, Great Falls
September 23-27, 2007
Sunday, September 23
9 a.m.-2 p.m.
1-5 p.m.
1-5 p.m.
3-5 p.m.
6-10 p.m.

Committee Chair Reports and Discussion:
Agriculture Committee

10:30-10:40 a.m.
10:40-10:50 a.m.
10:50-11 a.m.
11-11:10 a.m.
11:10-11:20 a.m.
11:20-11:30 a.m.
11:30-11:40 a.m.
11:40-11:50 a.m.
11:50-Noon
Noon-12:10

Golf: Anaconda Hills Golf Course,
Black Eagle
Registration
Exhibitors set up
Board of Directors Meeting
President’s Reception & Dinner Sponsor/
Vendor Appreciation Night

Monday, September 24

12:10-1:15 p.m.

Lunch: Speaker—Tony Preite, Director,
Department of Commerce
1:15 p.m.
Vendors and Sponsors Meeting
1:15-2:15 p.m. Workshops:
A. Top Ten Ways to Guarantee Employee Lawsuits
B. LTAP
C. Department of Commerce
2:15-2:45 p.m. Coffee break
2:45-3:45 p.m. Workshops:
A. Fraud Training
B. Gravel Road Stabilization
C. Department of Commerce
4-5:30 p.m.
MACo Health Care Trust Membership Meeting: All counties are invited to attend
4-6 p.m
6 County Fort Peck Lakes Group Meeting
4-6 p.m.
Montana Coalition of Forest Counties Meeting
6 p.m.
MACo Health Care Trust Trustees Dinner
Meeting
Dinner on your own

7-8:30 a.m.
8 a.m.-5 p.m.
8 a.m.-5 p.m.
8 a.m.-Noon
Noon-1:30 p.m.

No-Host Prayer Breakfast
Registration
Exhibits Open
MACo Opening General Session
Lunch
Track A
1:30-2:30 p.m. Intergovernmental Relations
2:30-3 p.m.
Coffee break
3-4 p.m.
Intergovernmental Relations continued
Track B
1:30-2 p.m.
911 and Interoperability
2-2:30 p.m.
State IT Issues and GIS Issues
2:30-3 p.m.
Coffee break: Visit with Exhibitors
3-3:30 p.m.
Census Bureau - Denver
3:30-4 p.m.
Department of Commerce - Census
4-6 p.m.
Urban Counties Meeting
4-6 p.m.
Hard Rock Mining Counties Meeting
4-6 p.m.
Oil, Gas & Coal Counties Meeting
Dinner on your own

Tuesday, September 25
7-8:30 a.m.
7:30-8:30 a.m.
8 a.m.-5 p.m.
8 a.m.-5 p.m.
8:30-10 a.m.

10-10 a.m.
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Economic Development Committee
Health, Human Services & Labor Committee
Information Technology Committee
Justice & Public Safety Committee
Land Use & Development Committee
Public Lands Committee
Resolutions Committee
Taxation, Finance & Budget Committee
Transportation Committee

Wednesday, September 26

JPIA Trustees Breakfast Meeting
Reservation Counties Meeting
Registration
Exhibits Open
All MACo committees will meet. Attendees
who are not MACo committee members are
encouraged to participate in the meeting of
the committee of their choice.
Agriculture Committee
Economic Development Committee
Health, Human & Labor Services Committee
Information Technology Committee
Justice & Public Safety Committee
Land Use Planning & Development Committee
Public Lands Committee
Resolutions Committee
Taxation, Finance & Budget Committee
Transportation Committee
Coffee Break: Visit with Exhibitors

7-8:30 a.m.
8 a.m.-5 p.m.
8 a.m.-Noon
8:30-10 a.m.
10-10:30 a.m.
10:30-Noon
Noon-1 p.m.
1-1:30 p.m.

JPA Trustees Breakfast Meeting
Registration
Exhibits Open
Federal Land Payments
Coffee Break
Federal Land Payments continued
Lunch
MT Comprehensive Fish & Wildlife Conservation Strategy
1:30-2 p.m.
Emergency Projects
2-2:30 p.m.
Working Successfully With Your County Tax
Appeal Board
3:30-4:30 p.m. Closing General Session
Self Serve Coffee in the back of the room—No actual coffee break

5:30 p.m.

Social & Annual Banquet—Installation of
Officers

Thursday, September 27
7:30-9 a.m.

New Board of Directors Breakfast Meeting

Montana Association of Counties • http://www.maco.cog.mt.us/

MONTANA ASSOCIATION OF COUNTIES
98TH A N N U A L C O N F E R E N C E
BEST WESTERN HERITAGE INN
1700 FOX FARM ROAD
GREAT FALLS, MONTANA
(406) 761-1900
SEPTEMBER 23 - SEPTEMBER 27, 2007

MACo News

CONFERENCE PRE-REGISTRATION
Name..................................................................................................County/Agency...........................................…
Position/Title...................................................................................……… I am my county's voting delegate
Spouse's name, if attending.......................................................................................................................................

Pre-Registration
Convention Registration:
This fee includes three lunches,
two banquets, registration materials and the
cost of speakers and program.
Wednesday Night Banquet
Spouses

$160

On Arrival
$175

____ Yes, I will attend
$160

$________

____ No, I will not attend

$175

$________

For optional meal, send additional payment now:
Prayer Breakfast, Monday

$ 13

$________
TOTAL: $________

Make checks payable to MACo, and send with this entire form to MACo at 2715 Skyway Drive, Helena, MT 59602. For
information regarding the conference call Karen Houston at 444-4375.

REGISTRATION FEES WILL BE REFUNDED ONLY IF CANCELLATION
IS REQUESTED BY WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 19, 2007

YOU ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR MAKING YOUR OWN LODGING RESERVATIONS!!
Cut-off date for making room reservations at Heritage Inn is September 10.
FYI: Room Rates—$60 for a Single and $75 for a Double

Directions to Anaconda Hills Golf Course
from the Heritage Inn
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Leave Heritage Inn left onto Fox Farm Drive
Continue straight through light onto 6th Street Southwest
Follow 6th Street Southwest to Northwest Bypass (Fair
Grounds)
Right onto Northwest Bypass to join 3rd Street Southwest
Follow 3rd Street Southwest to join Smelter Avenue
Smelter Avenue will take you to the entrance of the golf
course

MACo News •Volume 36, Number 9 • September 2007

ASSISTING COUNTY GOVERNMENTS ACROSS
MONTANA

MONTANA ASSOCIATION
OF
COUNTIES
2715 Skyway Drive
Helena, MT
59601-2123

406.444.4360
FAX 406.442.5238
Email: maco@maco.cog.mt.us
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MACo News
Staff Welcome!

Liz Krzan
Assistant Claims Adjuster
liz@macoclaims.com
Liz Krzan began at MACo as Assistant Claims Adjuster on August 13.
Before MACo Claims, Krzan worked at Medisery in
Butte. She was the Medical Billing Specialist for 9 years
until corporate decided to downsize and close the Butte
division.
During her time with Medisery, Krzan was the Payment Poster for 12 providers and posted all personal and
insurance payments using standard Accounting Princi-

ples. She also did all of the appeals to insurances and
provided customer service and computer support within
the office. Once a month, she would also work an Accounts Receivable report and convey her findings to each
provider for delinquent accounts.
In 1996 Krzan worked for the State of Montana for the
Child Support Division in Helena. During the short time
she was there, her team received the Governor’s Award
of Excellence. “It was a day I will never forget!” says
Krzan.
While employed with Mediserv, Krzan studied becoming a Certified Professional Coder. “I did not feel that I
was prepared to sit for the national exam, so that is something that I would still like to accomplish someday even
though it has little to do with my new job duties at MACo,”
says Krzan.
Her more personal achievements include learning to
ride her snowmobile and her new Harley Davidson. “I
have also been told that I need to learn to drive the boat,”
she says.
At MACo, Krzan is the Medical-Only Adjuster, which
means that she is responsible for all claims that do not
incur any time-loss benefits.
Krzan says she is looking forward to learning her new
job thoroughly so that she can become a productive and
valuable employee at MACo. Because she commutes
from Butte everyday, Krzan is looking into the possibility
of moving to Helena once her youngest son graduates
from high school—about four years.

Mike Harbour
Publications Coordinator
macopb@maco.cog.mt.us
Before beginning as Publications Coordinator for
MACo on August 27, Mike Harbour worked as a Freelance Writer for consumer and trade magazines. He
would research story opportunities and pitch them to
magazine editors; if accepted, he would then write the
stories and take pictures to accompany them.
Harbour has a BS in journalism (news/editorial) from
the University of North Texas. He interned at the Dallas
bureau of The Associated Press, the corporate communications department at Burlington Northern Santa Fe, as
well as a major ad and PR agency. He also worked for a
semi-weekly newspaper as well as the Fort Worth StarTelegram. His first national consumer magazine photo
spread in Flight Journal last year. On top of all that, Harbour and his wife owned and operated a portrait studio.
Before relocating to Montana from Colorado, he was the
assistant editor at a trade magazine.
Now as the editor for the MACo website and newsletter, as well as other association publications, Harbour is
6

responsible for news releases, conducting research and
surveys, and doing some photography .
Harbour’s future plans include finishing out the basement of his home and restoring his '66 Ford Mustang. He
says he may also “take that dream vacation my wife has
been bugging me about for years!”

Montana Association of Counties • http://www.maco.cog.mt.us/

MACo News
Staff Welcome
MACo’s new Accounting Tech jumped on board as of
August 27.
Sara McGowan is a Montana native, who grew up in
and around Helena. She graduated from Boulder High in
a class of 65 students. She then attended MSU-Billings
and received her bachelors degree in business administration.
Before coming to MACo, McGowan was the office
manager for an architectural firm in Helena. Her duties
there included Accounts Payable, Accounts Receivable,
and payroll.
McGowan married her high school sweetheart seven
years ago, and they now have a one-year-old daughter.
Currently, they live in East Helena. McGowan enjoys the
outdoors and hunting, but because she now has a child,
she really has no time for it.

Sara McGowan
Accounting Tech
samcgowan@maco.cog.mt.us

NOTICE: MACo Officer Nominations
Three candidates have accepted nomination for MACo 2nd Vice
President:
Joe Briggs, Cascade County Commissioner
Vic Miller, Blaine County Commissioner
Carl Seilstad, Fergus County Commissioner
One candidate has accepted a nomination for MACo Fiscal Officer:
Allan Underdal, Toole County
The MACo Board of Directors serves as the Nominating Committee. The Board / Nominating Committee will meet on Sunday of
the Annual Conference to select at least two candidates for the
office of Fiscal Officer. (By-Law Article IV, 3,K)

COULD THE SECOND CANDIDATE FOR FISCAL OFFICER BE YOU?
By-Laws Article IX reads:
a. The Nominating Committee shall make its nominations
report to the membership in the opening general session
of the annual conference.
b.

The report shall not require a seconding motion, but
shall be adopted along with additional nominations made
from the floor.

c. All nominations will remain open until the time of election
during the closing general session.

Candidate for MACo Fiscal Officer
Allan Underal, Toole County Commissioner

How long have you been a County Commissioner?
Since January 1, 1993.
MACo Participation
MACo Participation (i.e., committee service, etc.)
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I am a member of the MACo Tax, Finance, & Budget Committee
since 1998, have served as Fiscal Officer from ‘99 to ‘01 and
again from ‘05 to present, Board of Directors as District 5 Chairman from 96-99, JPIA Board from ‘96 to ‘97, JPA Board from ‘99
to ‘01 and ‘05 to present. I also serve as the MACo representative to the NACo Finance & Intergovernmental Affairs Steering
Committee since ‘02.
Community Involvement
Church activities and Board, Hospital and Foundation Board,
Prison Advisory Committee, Port of Northern Montana Board,
Senior Center & Aging Boards, Drug and Alcohol Board
Special Knowledge, Skills, Abilities and/or Education
Four years of experience in the position
Thoughts on MACo for the Coming Year
Continue to offer as many needed services and educational
opportunities as possible for local governments and officials at
an affordable cost while also continuing to look to outside
sources for ways of supplementing MACo revenues.
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MACo News
Candidates for MACo 2nd Vice President
Joe Briggs, Cascade County Commissioner
How long have you been a County Commissioner?
I took office on January 1 of 2005, so roughly 2 ½ years.
MACO Participation
Chairman, 2007: Conference
Planning Committee; Member
(2005 & 2006) and Vice Chair
(2007): Information Technology
Committee Member, 2007; Community and Economic Development Committee; Represented
MACO at hearings during the
2007 Legislative Session; Completed the “Certified Commissioner” training in 2006
Community Involvement
Current: President, Sweetgrass
Development INC. (EDD and
CRDC; President, National Federation of Pachyderm Clubs; Assistant Scoutmaster Troop 4,
BSA; Immediate Past President, Optimist Club of Great
Falls; Board member, Great Falls Development; Board Member, North Central Montana RC&D; 32° Scottish Rite; Mason,
Valley of Great Falls; Master Mason, Delta Lodge 128, Great
Falls
Previous leadership positions:
Chairman, Lewis and Clark District of the Boy Scouts of
America; Chairman, North Central Montana Friends of the
NRA Banquet committee; President, Montana Federation of
Pachyderm Clubs; Chairman, Optimist Can AM Antique
Show; Chairman, Great Falls Area Chamber of Commerce;
President, Great Falls Positive
Special Knowledge, Skills, Abilities and/or Education
Prior to becoming a full-time commissioner I built and
operated a successful computer consulting business located
in Great Falls. My clients varied broadly by industry, size and
location. Most of our clients were within Montana, but we did
have some in surrounding states and California. Functioning
as a consultant in such a diverse environment allowed me to
obtain a wide range of experience as well as hone my problem solving skills. The training, both formal and informal,
that allowed me to be a success as a consultant has served
me very well as a commissioner and has earned me a reputation as a problem solver both in the private and public sectors.
In addition to my professional experiences, I have a long
track record of successful leadership positions in a variety of
civic and political organizations at the Local, Regional, Statewide and National levels. I understand the dynamics of diverse organizations and know how to form consensus
among conflicting points of view.
Organizations like MACO, Chambers of Commerce and
Sweetgrass Development are somewhat unique in that they
are in essence organizations made up of individuals who are
each leaders in their own right. The dynamics of this type of
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organization are different than encountered in other types of
civic or professional organizations and as such the style of
leadership needed is different as well. I have served in numerous leadership roles in organizations like MACO and would
now like to serve you on the
MACO leadership team.
I believe that my background and
experience will be an asset to
you as MACO Members and I
look forward to the opportunity to
serve.
Thoughts on MACo for the
Coming Year
MACO provides a number of services to its members including
insurance pooling (liability, health
and workers comp), volume purchasing agreements through
NACO and distributing vast amounts of information critical to
our day to day county operations. They are our eyes and
ears in the regulatory arena and a valuable resource regardless of the size of our counties. These roles are the bread
and butter of MACO and must be a priority for this and future
years. Additionally, we must always be on the lookout for
other areas in which pooling of county resources through
MACO would be advantageous for our members. Some
examples might be grant writing services, technical assistance in land use planning or computer support services.
These could all be pay for service operations housed within
the MACO staff.
If we have a weakness in these areas it is that many of
our members are unaware of all of the assistance that
MACO can provide. I believe that a focus point in the next
year should be on the internal communication with our members. This area has seen improvement over the last year,
but still needs additional effort. We need to make certain
that all of our member counties are aware of the services we
offer and we need to provide a better means of communications between commissioners. Technology provides a number of electronic solutions for both group and individual conversations online and our web site should provide these
tools.
Another area of MACO operations that need to be a
focus of attention is funding. We are asking more and more
of MACO yet we also all want to hold dues at a constant
rate. Additional revenue generation through sponsorships,
Associate memberships and Corporate partnerships must be
obtained to allow MACO to function at its present level of
operation without a dues increase.
Lastly, we must devote time during the upcoming year to
prepare for the 2009 legislative session. Too often we are
playing defense during the legislature rather than having a
comprehensive offensive strategy. The more effort we put in
now, the better the results will likely be in 2009.

Montana Association of Counties • http://www.maco.cog.mt.us/

MACo News
Candidates for MACo 2nd Vice President
Vic Miller, Blaine County Commissioner
How long have you been a County Commissioner?
My first term was 1997-2002—out for four years—then I
came back in January, 2007, hopefully, for a very long time if
the citizens allow it. I like county
government.
MACo Participation
Transportation Committee
Vice Chairman, NACo Labor and
Employment Committee
Community Involvement
I am most honored to be a
board member of Bear Paw Development, our economic development district corporation. I
have been involved with all kinds
of projects, both officially and
just as a general citizen.
Special Knowledge, Skills,
Abilities and/or Education
I do not know about
“special” anything, except I discovered I have a knack for listening to various sides
(sometimes to a fault), figuring out the heart of the issue, and
then figuring out how to get the players to the table that can get
a project delivered or a problem solved.
As far as education, there is the formal stuff, and then there
is lifelong learning. I learn from everybody.
I realized when I was going to college on the G.I. Bill how
fortunate I am to have been a product of the Montana educational system. I also realized that the G.I. Bill was paid for by
citizens of a grateful nation and it was not a gift, but an invest-

ment. I have felt that I have had and continue to have an obligation to be a contributing member of society for programs such as
the G.I. Bill, Pell Grants and a multitude of stuff that government
provides for citizens to better
themselves. It ain't free.
Thoughts on MACo for the
Coming Year
Continue the fine array of services and information dissemination that MACo does as well
as the support services for our
members. I think we should all
be very proud of our insurance
services and attention to the
details of responsible spending
that we do as an organization.
Very solid and I appreciate it.
I also believe we should work
toward being more proactive in
telling our story. I am a firm
believer in local government.
I would also like to strengthen
the level of understanding of all
levels of government so that we all (city, county, tribal, state,
federal) understand our roles in doing what we are all dedicated
to doing-----serving our citizens. CITIZENS are our customers. I
hear about government "needing to run like a business". I would
argue that private business is not mandated to provide what we
do and it is the wrong comparison, but nonetheless let me say it
again------CITIZENS are our customers.
I also am a firm believer in a strong presence in NACo and
at the federal level. I think we have a good presence and a great

Candidates for MACo 2nd Vice President
Carl Seilstad, Fergus County Commissioner
How long have you been a County Commissioner?
I have just started my second
term as commissioner.
MACo Participation
I am currently the District 6 representative on the MACo board
of directors and a member of
the JPIA board of directors. I
am also the vice chair of the
MACo Health and Human Services and Public Lands committees.
Community Involvement
I have served as a president of
the Roy Rodeo Club, State
Walleyes Unlimited of Montana,
and Crooked Creek Chapter of
Walleyes Unlimited. I serve on
several boards associated with
the commission, i.e.; Airport, Mental Health, 911, Hospital,
Central Montana Foundation, Fergus County Investment
committee to name a few.

Special Knowledge, Skills, Abilities and/or Education
I have a B.S. degree in secondary education and taught
school in Roy Mt. for 4 years
and have been a commissioner
for 6 1/2 years. I have knowledge of how the organization
works through my involvement
on the JPIA Insurance board
and the MACo Board of Directors.
Thoughts on MACo for the
Coming Year
I feel MACo’s main goal is to
provide services and guidance
to all of our counties. I come
with no specific agenda as my
priorities may not be the priorities of the membership. I believe serving the membership is the most important
goal.
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MACo News
Community Technical Assistance Program
Dave Cole, Administrator, Community Development
Division of the Montana Department of Commerce has
announced the appointment of two new staff members for
the Community Technical Assistance Program (CTAP).
Kelly A. Casillas has been appointed as the staff attorney for CTAP and is originally from East Helena, Montana. Kelly graduated from the University of California at
Santa Cruz with a B.A. in Environmental Studies. She
received a Master of Arts in Urban Planning from the University of California at Los Angeles, School of Public Policy and Social Research. She received her law degree
from the UCLA School of Law.
After receiving her J.D., she was employed for over
three years as the Deputy County Counsel for the County
of Santa Barbara where she provided land use, planning,
subdivision, and environmental review advice to the Planning & Development Agency, Redevelopment Agency,
Public Works, and other county departments. As a litigator, she defended the county from various legal challenges involving planning and land use decisions by the
Board of Supervisors, including denial or approval of conditional use permits, zoning changes, variances, subdivisions, and comprehensive plan amendments, as well as
protection of historic and natural resources.
Prior to that she worked for two years with a private
law firm which served as special counsel to several California cities and public agencies where she worked on
issues such as environmental review, water supply planning requirements, and agricultural land and open space
preservation.
She returned to Helena this year with her family
where she has been with the law firm of Jackson, Murdo,
and Grant. She is currently a member of the Helena Lewis & Clark County Consolidated Planning
Board. Kelly may be reached at KCasillas@mt.gov.
The second position provided for by the Legislature
will be filled by Jerry Grebenc as the Community Technical Assistance Program Manager. Jerry Grebenc has a
master’s degree in community planning and has eight
years of experience in community planning and development issues, including serving as Planning Director for

MACo

Property and Casualty Insurance
AND
Workers’ Compensation Insurance
For Public Entities

Greg Jackson
JPIA/JPA
Trust Administrator
Phone 444-4370
macoim@maco.cog.mt.us
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Lewis and Clark County.
In addition to his public service, he has worked with
engineering firms in Missoula and Helena helping to design subdivision proposals and take them through the local government review process. He will be able to bring
CTAP a balanced perspective from both his local government and private sector experience. Jerry is also a member of a volunteer working group of citizens, planning advocates, and development professionals which is preparing a proposed rural zoning ordinance for the Helena Valley. Jerry will begin his new position in late September.
Administrator Cole stated: "We are very pleased that
we were able to attract such a well qualified applicants for
the CTAP positions." MACo Executive Director, Harold
Blattie added: "Having CTAP staff members who have
practical, real-world experience in land use planning will
prove to be a valuable asset for the program."
The 2007 Legislature partially restored funding for this
program that was eliminated in the 2003 Session when
the state faced a $300 Million deficit. As its name implies,
CTAP provides technical assistance to local governments,
developers, surveyors and the general public about land
use and planning. Funding to restore the program was
broadly supported by MACo and other groups involved in
land use planning including the Montana Association of
Planners, the Montana Building Industry Association, the
Montana Association of Realtors and the Montana Smart
Growth Coalition.

ROSCOE STEEL & CULVERT
The Most Reliable Source of Products
Required for County Road Projects
406 / 656-2253
2847 Hesper Road
Billings, MT 59102
406 / 542-0345
5405 Momont Road
Missoula, MT 59802
www.roscoebridge.com

MACoHCT
MACo Health Care Trust

A Cost-Effective Alternative for Health Insurance Benefits
for Counties and County-Related Boards and Districts
866.669.6428♦406.444.5163♦Fax: 406.442.4161
Email: Ovoigt@ms-sf.org♦Website: macohct.com
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MACo News
MACo Would Like to Welcome
Arthur J. Gallagher & Co.
as Our Newest Diamond Member!

Arthur J Gallagher & Co.
culture driven success
We are an international Sales and Marketing company that plans and administers cost-effective, differentiated property/casualty and human resource risk management programs as brokers, consultants
and third-party administrators.
Our mission is to:

•

Provide superior, cost-effective risk management products and services
that meet the ever-changing needs of our current and prospective clients,
while continuing to strive for the highest professional excellence in the
delivery of those products and services.

•

Provide our employees with an opportunity for professional growth, personal satisfaction and financial security.

•

Build and maintain long-lasting, consistent, honest and profitable relationships with our insurance markets, who we recognize play a crucial role in
meeting our clients` risk management needs.

•

Grow shareholder value by increasing our client base, dedicating ourselves to increased productivity, profitability and professionalism resulting
in long-term earnings-per-share growth.

We will accomplish our mission with the kind of leadership that will ensure perpetuation of our corporate culture. We will also adhere to rigid moral and ethical standards in all of our dealings as we look
to the challenges of the future with confidence in our ability to create and maintain a Gallagher Team
that is the very best at what we do.

“We are a Sales and Marketing Company dedicated to provided excellence in Risk Management Services to our clients.”
~The Gallagher Way
www.ajg.com

Find out more about how you can become a MACo Associate Member on our website:
www.maco.cog.mt.us.
Just download the packet and become a partner today!
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County Spotlight: Madison Co.
Who is Marilyn Ross?
Marilyn Ross: New Madison County Commissioner
If you have
a spouse,
what is his
name?
Dr. David
Ross
Where are
you from?
I am a fourth
generation
Montanan
born in Miles
City, Montana. I now
live in Twin
Bridges in
Madison
County. My
husband
and I moved
to Twin
Bridges
when we
retired in
2001.

If it were
possible I
would
choose any
evening
with Eleanor
Roosevelt,
Dorothy Day,
and Golda
Meir as I
have always
admired
those
women and
their accomplishments.

What are
some of
your
achievements?
A Night in With the Ladies
I was apMarilyn Ross loves to read and would like to share an evening with Golda Meir, Eleanor Roosevelt, pointed by
Governor
and Dorothy Day.
Schweitzer
to serve on
What is
the Governor's Advisory Council on Historical and Cultural
your occupation(s)?
After moving to Twin Bridges I became very active in the
Resources in 2005. Most recently I have been appointed
local library and served as Chairman of the library Board
to serve on the Montana Heritage Commission.
of Trustees. I also became active in Senior issues.
What are you most proud of?
I am a Mother and Grandmother and am most proud of
What did you professionally do before becoming a
my daughters and their families. As any parent knows,
commissioner?
I have been active in civic groups and various Boards for
the job of child-rearing is the most challenging job any of
many years. I was Chairman of the Butte Public Archives
us face yet gives us the most satisfaction.
for twenty years as well as many special projects and social issues. When I retired I was the Director of the Butte
What is something you read every morning and/or
Food Bank.
night?
I am an avid newspaper reader and news junkie! I have
always been a voracious reader and book lover. In keepWhat is the hardest thing you’ve ever done?
The most difficult thing I ever did was to run for office. I
ing with the modern times, I am now a great fan of Book
not only learned a great deal about my neighbors and our
TV!
county but I also learned a new respect for anyone who
steps up to the challenge of public service.
If you would like to contact Commissioner Marilyn Ross
she can be reached at the Commissioner's Office in Virginia City by phone (406)843-4277 or by e-mail
Name three people (living or dead) you’d invite to dinmross@madison.mt.gov.
ner (can be anyone).
12
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County Spotlight: Madison Co.
Madison County Names New Commissioner
Provided by Nick Gevock, Reporter, The Montana Standard
VIRGINIA CITY — Madison County commissioners
have appointed Marilyn Ross to fill a commission seat
being vacated by Lewis Stahl.
Ross, 58, was chosen over three other candidates —
Mick Dykman, Ron Nye and Paul Shaw — who were interviewed by county commissioners. The commission
voted unanimously to appoint Ross.
“It was a hard decision,” Commissioner Dave Schulz
said. “They each offered a lot of credibility to doing a
good job.” Ross is a former director of the Butte Food
Bank and has been active in civic causes in the Ruby
Valley, including the Twin Bridges Library. She said that
experience should help her on the job as a commissioner.“ I believe that I have some talent and some expertise in areas that I can be of service to the people of
Madison County,” she said in a telephone interview.
“People can make a contribution to the lives of others
through that kind of public service.” Stahl resigned last
month to battle brain cancer. He agreed to stay on the job
until a replacement was chosen.
Ross ran for the commissioner position last year and
was defeated by Stahl in the general election.
But Schulz said commissioners did not take that into
consideration when making their decision. Rather, they
evaluated what each candidate would bring to the job.
Schulz said Ross had thoroughly studied what the job
entailed and showed great enthusiasm for taking on the
task.

Phone 406-682-7718

Madison County Courthouse

“She knew more about Madison County,” he said.
“She had some talents with affordable housing and some
of the local infrastructure… that the other candidates did
not have.” Ross is married to David Ross and has two
adult daughters, Larisa and Skye. She assumed the commission seat Aug. 22.
Reporter Nick Gevock may be reached at
nick.gevock@mtstandard.com

FAX 406-682-7712

LANE & ASSOCIATES, INC.

Drug & Alcohol Testing • Consortium Management
www. lanedts.com
Email: trlane@3rivers.net

SERVING ALL OF MONTANA
T.R. Lane Sr.

14 Fish Hatchery Rd South, NBR 27

President
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County News
Flathead County Announces Combined Energy Conservation
and Facility Improvement Project
Provided by Flathead County - Mike Pence, Chief Administrative Officer

McDonald Lake, Flathead County

County to save 32% of their electricity and natural
gas utility budget to help fund $3.9 million in building improvements while significantly reducing greenhouse gas
emissions.
KALISPELL—Flathead County is pleased to announce the approval of an energy performance contracting agreement with Johnson Controls, Inc. that will save
the County over $131,000 in annual utility costs, $70,000
in annual maintenance expenses, and avoid the generation annually of over 2 million lbs of carbon dioxide emissions as a result of the reduced energy consumption at
County facilities. The avoided emissions are the equivalent of taking 217 cars off the road or providing the
equivalent energy for 63 average-size homes each year.
"This agreement and project allows Flathead County
to significantly reduce our costs and use those cost savings to fund needed capital improvements to many of our
facilities," said Mike Pence, Flathead County Administrative Officer. “These improvements will result in improved
services for citizens and better working conditions for
staff, while helping us do our part to preserve the environment that we live in here in Flathead County.
As part of the agreement, Johnson Controls will be
upgrading heating, ventilation, air conditioning, lighting
and plumbing systems throughout many of the County’s
facilities. Other upgrades include the addition of building
insulation, adding power management strategies for personal computer use and improving building automation
systems to allow all building systems to operate more
efficiently.
“We are excited to see this significant project come to
fruition after working collaboratively with Flathead County
for the last several months,” said George Tocquigny, Regional Public Sector Solutions Manager for Johnson Controls, Inc. “We have invested local and regional resources
14

into the Montana marketplace to actualize the benefits of
this project for Flathead County and are hopeful of providing similar value to many more Montana Cities and Counties for years to come.”
Flathead County is one of the first Counties in the
State to utilize energy performance contracting legislation
passed by the State Legislature in 2005. Administered by
the State Department of Environmental Quality, Energy
Performance Contracting is a program that allows cities,
counties, and public schools throughout the State of Montana to enter into contracts with qualified energy services
companies to audit buildings and other infrastructure,
install energy and operational improvements, and use the
energy and operational savings to self-fund the entire cost
of the project. As part of the contract, the energy services
firm must financially guarantee that these savings will be
generated over the term of the project to ensure that the
facility owner has the funds to pay back the project’s
costs.
“It is great to see leadership from Flathead County to
use energy performance contracting legislation to gain
real environmental and building improvements,” said Mike
Duncan, from the State Department of Environmental
Quality. “Energy performance contracting may be new to
Montana, but it is a proven and innovative method for
achieving guaranteed energy savings, while making facility improvements for cities, counties, and schools that
typically do not have enough funding to make these important improvements in a single program, and with a
guaranteed outcome.”
For more information on Flathead County, please find
us on the web at http://www.co.flathead.mt.us/ or contact
us directly. For more information on Johnson Controls,
Inc., please find them on the web at
www.johnsoncontrols.com. For more information on the
State of Montana Department of Environmental Quality,
please go to www.deq.state.mt.us/.

Get a Wonderfully Crafted

MACo Pin

Made by Montana Silversmiths for Only $25
406.444.4360
maco@maco.cog.mt.us

Montana Association of Counties • http://www.maco.cog.mt.us/

County News
Rosebud County Commissioner Announces Retirement
Provided by the Rosebud County Commissioners
Rosebud County
ciation of County Offihas been notified by
cials. He also served
Rosebud
County
on the Board of DirecCommissioner Gary
tors of the National
Fjelstad of his plans
Association of Counto retire November
ties and served on the
1st.
NACo Justice and
Public Safety Steering
Commissioner
Committee in WashFjelstad has served
ington D.C.
During
30 years in county
Commissioner
Fjelgovernment
and
stad’s 30 plus years in
started his employcounty government, he
ment as a Detention
served on numerous
Officer for Rosebud
state and national
County in 1976. Folboards representing
lowing a short emRosebud County, as
ployment with Rosewell as the State of
bud County, he acMontana. He was apcepted a position as
pointed by three differUndersheriff
in
Gary Fjelstad
ent Governors through
neighboring Treasure
Rosebud County Commissioner
the Peace Officers
County. He served in
Standards and Trainthat capacity until
ing Council that oversees law enforcement training
January 1, 1979, when he took office as Treasure County
throughout the State of Montana. In 1982, then Sheriff
Sheriff, being the youngest elected sheriff in the United
Fjelstad was one of the founding members of the Eastern
States. Fjelstad took office when he was 20 years old. He
Coal Counties Task Force, which was a nine county multiwas elected to four terms as Treasure County Sheriff,
jurisdictional law enforcement entity forum to do drug enresigning his position in 1990 to accept being appointed
forcement, primarily dealing with drug enforcement and
by Rosebud County Sheriff Kurt Seward to the position of
education. This program also brought the Drug Abuse
Undersheriff of Rosebud County. Fjelstad served as UnResistance Program (D.A.R.E.) to the schools in southdersheriff until he was elected as Rosebud County Comeastern Montana.
missioner in November of 1996. Fjelstad took office as
Commissioner Fjelstad gave freely of his time to
Commissioner January 1st and has continued to serve in
serve on many local boards, as well as state and national.
that capacity. During his tenure as Rosebud County
Commissioner Fjelstad said his biggest fault was not
Commissioner, Commissioner Fjelstad was elected by his
knowing when to say no. He was dedicated to public serpeers to the position of President of the Montana Assovice and has offered to continue to serve on boards or
ciation of County Officials. Commissioner Fjelstad served
commissions as a citizen volunteer.
six years on the Executive Board with the Montana Asso-

Engineers and Land Surveyors
3530 Centennial Drive, Helena, MT 59601
(406) 442-8594
7585 Shedhorn Drive, Bozeman, MT 59718
(406) 522-9526
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County News
Retirement can Wait for Newest County Commissioner
By Chelsi Moy, Reporter, The Missoulian
Even when his golf game is
Anderson’s work as a field repretanking, Larry Anderson doesn’t
sentative for former U.S. Sen.
fly off the handle.
Conrad Burns concluded with the
“When you play golf with
senator’s defeat in the 2006 gensomeone, you can tell a lot about
eral election. Only two of Burns’
their character,” said Jim Van
employees scored jobs on ReFossen, former Missoula Parks
hberg’s staff—Anderson was
and Recreation director and a
one.
friend of Anderson’s. “(Larry’s)
“No matter who I talked to,
biggest handicap is that he golfs
Larry’s name was at the top of
left-handed. He doesn’t make
the list time and time again,” Ivermany putts, but he’s enjoyable to
son said.
walk with for nine holes.”
Though Anderson worked for
Residents will soon see if
some big-name Republicans,
Anderson’s even-keel attitude on
Missoula resident Philip Perszyk,
the golf course rings true in
a self-proclaimed liberal, said, “I
meetings full of angry neighbors
know he’s more conservative, but
protesting a proposed subdivithat has never affected our relasion.
tionship with protecting MisThe new Missoula County
soula’s really nice neighborLarry Anderson
commissioner will soon jump into
hoods.”
New Missoula County Commissioner
a slew of contentious issues inAnderson sat on the City Council
volving impact fees, streamside
in the ’90s. Perszyk turned to
setbacks and the redesign of the fairgrounds.
Anderson repeatedly, not because he represented the UniverAnderson will occupy one of three seats on the Missoula
sity District where he lives, but because Anderson listened.
County Commission starting September 1. He said he plans to
“He always called me back, and it was always prompt, and
run when the term expires in 2008.
he never hurried me off the phone,” Perszyk said.
How Anderson, a field representative for U.S. Rep. Denny
In 2002, Anderson considered running for county commisRehberg, arrived at this spot was largely the result of unique
sioner, but gracefully backed down when Evans said she
political mastery by longtime Republican Commissioner Barwanted to run for a fifth term. Now, five years later, Anderson is
bara Evans. She intentionally ended her 28-year career more
filling Evans’ seat.
than a year shy of her term expiring to give a Republican candi“It was something I put out of my mind for awhile, but condate the upper hand because of incumbency when the 2008
tinued to follow local government,” he said.
election rolls around.
Getting to the root of complex issues and communicating
The appointment was delayed a week because of criticism
well with the public are among Anderson’s strong traits, Van
that Evans secretly—though legally—picked her successor
Fossen said.
without the public’s input. Regardless, Anderson’s entry into
“I worked with several chief administrative officers, and
county government was much smoother than his first encounter
Larry was by far the most competent,” Van Fossen said. “He’s
with Missoula city government 21 years ago.
able to sit in a meeting and listen to different perspectives and
Anderson was the city’s chief administrative officer. But
points of view and cut through the chaff and summarize what
after he’d been on the job only six months in 1986, the Missoula
we are all meeting there for.”
City Council—controlled mostly by Democrats at the time—
Anderson was born and raised in Omaha, Neb., but was
threatened to cut his position from the budget because of hostilawestruck by the Rocky Mountains at age 14.
ity between the council and the newly elected Republican
“Everyone has a life-changing experience,” he said. “Mine
mayor, Bob Lovegrove.
was antelope hunting in Wyoming. It was fascinating seeing
“I was introduced in a very harsh way to Missoula politics,”
mountains, having grown up in the Midwest.”
Anderson said.
His interest in the environment and natural resources drew
Most of Anderson’s tenure in government, both at the local
him to the University of Montana’s School of Forestry in 1963.
and federal level, involved gathering information for others.
Anderson earned his master’s in business administration from
Now that it’s Anderson’s turn, he said he’s prepared to cast the
Oregon State. He has fought wildfires in Alaska and fought for
vote.
his country in Vietnam. He married his college sweetheart,
“I’ve always been a backup person and provided others
Linda, 38 years ago. They raised two children together.
with information and not been in the limelight,” he said. “But
It took serious thought before Anderson agreed to apply for
making the decisions is good, too.”
the county commission vacancy. Anderson, 64, and Linda, also
“Larry is exactly the type of Republican that we can be
nearing retirement, talked of travel and spending time at their
proud of to represent our party on the county commission,” said
cabin on Seeley Lake. But retirement can wait, he said.
state GOP Chairman Erik Iverson, Rehberg’s chief of staff.
“The opportunity to get involved in local politics was a good
“Denny Rehberg’s loss is Missoula County’s gain.”
draw,” he said. “I’ve always had an opinion.”
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County News
Chouteau County Honored for Emergency Preparedness
By Kim Skornogoski, Staff Writer, Great Falls Tribune
Chouteau County has been recognized nationally for
setting a high standard for emergency preparedness—
thanks to teamwork, volunteers, and an emergency response system built on public involvement.
Chouteau County is the only rural community in the
country to earn the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention's "Model Community" award. No other Montana county
or city has won the honor.
"We're very proud of it," said Linda Williams, Montana
State University Extension and County Disaster and Emergency Services coordinator.
The National Association of EMTs, American College of
Surgeons, the American Medical Association and the U.S.
Department of Health and Human Services selected the winners based on the communities' emergency response policies, preparedness and past collaborations between agencies.
The judges were particularly impressed with the planning and drills that went into preparing for the surge of visitors during the Lewis and Clark Bicentennial celebration.
"It's a bit daunting to prepare for 20,000 visitors when
you only have two hospitals in the county, with a combined
total of 18 beds," Williams said.
The county organized a day-long simulated disaster

exercise, involving 167 people from fire departments; ambulance services; law enforcement; search and rescue;
Bureau of Land Management; Fish, Wildlife & Parks and
neighboring counties. Williams said the agencies rely on
trained volunteers.
Chouteau County also conducts regular exercises with
Big Sandy Hospital and the Missouri River Medical Center.
The planning paid off when emergency personnel had
to respond to a flash flood in Highwood during the bicentennial.
"After Ms. Williams' description of what the community
had done to prepare for the event and that fact they had
done so much with such limited resources, you could have
heard a pin drop," said Teri Sanddal, chief program officer
at the Critical Illness & Trauma Foundation. Sandal attended the awards ceremony August 13 in Atlanta. "People
were in awe."
"My deepest appreciation is for all the emergency personnel that have dedicated countless hours —not for an
award, but in order to provide for the welfare and safety of
the public in their times of need," Williams said.
Reach Tribune Staff Writer Kim Skornogoski at (406)
791-6574, (800) 438-6600 or email at kskornogoski@greatfallstribune.com.

County Votes on SMG Contract Change
Provided by Karl Puckett, Staff Writer, Great Falls Tribune
Cascade County commissioners appointed a 26-year
employee to run the clerk of district court's office and vote on
an amended contract with fairgrounds manager SMG.
Nancy Morton, who has held the clerk of courts job
since her first election victory in 1992, is stepping down for
health reasons.
Commissioners voted on appointing Ruth Reeves, who
has served as deputy clerk under three clerks, to replace
Morton as clerk of court, Chairman Lance Olson said.
They also voted on the contract with SMG to manage
Montana ExpoPark, the county fairgrounds in Great Falls.
Randy Hand, the county's director of finance, said he expects amendments to the existing deal to result in about
$60,000 in savings for the county.
When Morton submitted her letter of resignation June
30, commissioners sought input on a replacement from
judges and local Democrats (Morton is a Democrat).
Morton recommended Reeves and the party and judges
offered no other names.
"They all concurred that would be a great appointment,"
Olson said.
Morton's resignation was effective Aug. 31. Reeves will
fill the remaining 16 months of Morton's term, taking over
effective Sept. 1 and serving until Dec. 31, 2008.
The job will be up for grabs in the November 2008 election.
Reeves started with the office as a civil file clerk and has

held every job in the office.
The clerk of courts office handles civil, criminal, probate
and youth-related filings, in addition to issuing marriage licenses.
The county owns Montana ExpoPark, which is located
on 3rd Street Northwest. Since 2003, Philadelphia-based
SMG has managed the facilities, which include Four Seasons Arena. The park is host to a number of large events,
including Montana State Fair, and it's home to a CBA professional basketball team.
Under the new contract, the county would pay SMG a
base fee of $84,413. SMG also would receive an incentive
fee of 15 percent of the amount of operating revenue that
exceeds $2.5 million. SMG's concession fees on food and
beverages would be reduced from 10 percent to 7.5 percent.
"We wanted to make it a little more competitive for
them," Hand said.
The contract is retroactive to July 1 and extends to Sept.
30, 2010.
Commissioners also voted on creating the Heaven's
View Lane rural improvement district. Property owners in the
subdivision are proposing paving 58Avenue Southwest to
Celestial Way and Heaven's View Lane. The estimated cost
is $235,300. The county would apply for a loan and landowners who benefit would be assessed.
Reach Tribune Staff Writer Karl Puckett at (406) 7911471, (800) 438-6600 or kpuckett@greatfallstribune.com.
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NACo News
More Teens, Women, and Minorities Abusing Meth
New NACo survey shows changing demographic of methamphetamine abusers in America
By Jim Philipps, NACo, jphilipps@naco.org
WASHINGTON, D.C. – Methamphetamine abuse
remains a national epidemic and more teens, women and
minorities are abusing the highly-addictive and deadly
drug in communities across America, according to a national survey released today by the National Association
of Counties (NACo).
NACo’s survey of 500 county law enforcement officials in 44 states found that 61 percent of counties have
seen an increase during the last three years in the number of women abusing meth. In addition, 49 percent reported an increase in meth abuse among teenagers and
36 percent reported an increase of meth abuse among
minorities during the same period.
Overall, 80 percent of counties said that meth abuse
has not decreased in the last year and 47 percent of
counties said that meth remains their number one illegal
drug problem. That is more than cocaine (21 percent)
and marijuana (22 percent) combined.
The survey, “The Methamphetamine Epidemic: The
Changing Demographics of Methamphetamine,” was
completed in July by NACo to assess the effectiveness of
new precursor laws and whether or not increased public
awareness of the dangers of the highly-addictive synthetic drug have changed patterns of meth manufacture,
acquisition and usage.
Fifty percent of counties said that meth use has
stayed the same and 30 percent said it has increased.
However, 81 percent of counties said that new precursor
laws enacted since 2003 have helped to reduce the ability
of abusers to manufacture or “cook” meth in crude and
dangerous meth labs. Sixty-two percent of those responding counties report that out-of-state importation of
meth has increased, while 56 percent report that Mexican
drug importation has increased.
“Despite the effectiveness of precursor laws, the appetite for this dangerous, family-shattering and costly
drug continues to grow,” said NACo President Eric Cole-

man, commissioner, Oakland County, Mich.
“Methamphetamine abuse remains a national epidemic
and a modern day American tragedy for many families
and communities. The impact on counties remains very
costly.”
Other survey findings:
• Fifty five percent of counties report increases in
robberies and burglaries during the past year;
• Sixty percent of counties report an increased workload because of meth abuse and 43 percent report
that they are paying more overtime;
• Forty two percent of counties report that up to 10
percent of their jail inmates are incarcerated because of meth-related crimes. However, four of
the eight responding counties in New Mexico said
that between 75 and 100 percent of incarcerations
are meth-related.
• Only 24 percent of counties report that their county
facilitates or sponsors a meth rehab center or program. Of those 363 that do not have a facility, 45
percent cite lack of funding as the primary reason.
Coleman said that the nation’s counties are renewing
their call for all states and the federal government to work
collaboratively to address the meth epidemic in America.
“The federal government must do more to help prevent the importation of ‘ready to abuse’ meth from international superlabs,” he said. “In addition, county law enforcement agencies, health care facilities and drug treatment centers need additional resources to fight the meth
epidemic at the local level.”
The new meth survey is the sixth released by NACo
in two years. In July 2005, NACo released two surveys
which indicated that meth was the top drug threat to counties and that meth was responsible for an increase in outof-home placements for children. In January 2006, NACo
(“NACo Meth Survey” Continued on Page 19 . . .)

MACo JPIA
Property and Casualty Insurance for Public Entities

Personnel Services
Jack Holstrom
Attorney at Law
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NACo News
NACo Meth Survey: Continued from page 18
released two additional surveys that found that meth was
the most prevalent drug that drove people to county public hospital emergency rooms and that the need for meth
treatment was growing. Last July, NACo’s fifth survey
reaffirmed that meth was the number one illegal drug
problem facing counties.
NACo President-elect Don Stapley, supervisor, Maricopa County, Ariz., said NACo will continue its leadership
role to raise national awareness of the meth epidemic.
He said NACo conducts the surveys because counties
are on the front lines in responding to meth abuse
through sheriff and police departments, jails, hospitals,
social services departments and drug treatment centers.
“Meth abuse causes remarkable financial, legal,
medical, environmental, and social problems for counties,” Stapely said. “Counties are the first to respond to
the effects of the drug and as a result bear the brunt of
the costs.”
According the NACo Executive Director Larry E. Naake, NACo will continue to promote action by the administration and Congress to control and reduce the production, distribution and abuse of meth, including assistance
to counties in responding to the problem in their communities.

laboratories. The House of Representatives
passed the bill on Feb. 7. Companion legislation
is awaiting action in the Senate.
• Pass the Methamphetamine Production Prevention Act, which would establish a grant program
to facilitate the creation of meth precursor electronic logbook systems. The bill aims to set up
systems to alert local authorities when individuals
are exploiting a loophole in the Combat Meth Act
by acquiring pseudoephedrine from a large number of pharmacies. The bill was introduced in the
Senate on May 3 by Senate Majority Whip Richard Durbin (D-Ill.) and Sen. Charles Grassley (RIowa). Companion legislation has been introduced in the House by Rep. Keith Ellison (DMinn.) and Rep. Jim Ramstad (R-Minn.).
• Pass the CLEAN-UP of Methamphetamine Act,
introduced on June 5 by Rep. Dennis Rehberg
(R-Mont.), which would authorize federal agency
response to environmental hazards associated
with illegal manufacture of meth on public lands
and would create grant programs to assist state
and local governments in cleaning up toxic meth
labs.

NACo is calling on Congress to:
• Pass the Methamphetamine Remediation Research Act which would set up a research program for remediation of closed meth production

NACo retained the services of Research, Inc. of
Washington, D.C. to conduct the telephone survey. All
survey responses were collected in May and June. The
full survey is available at www.naco.org.

Nationwide®
On Your Side
At Nationwide®, we’re working hard every day to meet the insurance and financial needs of our
customers, at every stage of life. Whatever happens.
You can count on it. With more than $157 billion in statutory assets, Nationwide is one of the largest
insurance and financial services companies in the world.
We offer a full range of insurance products and financial services for your home, car, family and financial security.
We support diversity and inclusion. Our workforce and business practices reflect this. Our associates
have a variety of skills, experiences and backgrounds much like our customers.
We understand you, because we are you. And that makes it easier for us to provide you with the
insurance products and financial services you value.
Simply put…Nationwide is On Your Side®.
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NACo Reports
Rural Action Caucus Annual Report
By Bill Kennedy, Yellowstone County Commissioner
The Rural Action Caucus Retreat was held January 1920, 2007 in Bozeman, Montana. At the retreat, members discussed key legislative issues, and received a Farm bill update
from Senator Baucus’ Agriculture Staffer. The legislative issues we decided on were: Reauthorization of the Farm Bill
and support for additional assistance for rural development,
Support for increased federal assistance in combating the
methamphetamine crisis, the telecommunications re-write,
increasing funding for economic development, rural healthcare, PILT, homeland security funding and the Secure Rural
Schools and Community Self-Determination Act.
At the Legislative Conference in March, 2007, RAC members were briefed on the farm bill by Senator Max Baucus’
Agriculture Legislative Assistant Brandon Willis, discussed the
issue of the Loss of Federal Entitlement Benefits from Ron
Wiborg, a member of the Justice and Public Safety Steering
Committee, and learned about NACo’s Rural Obesity Initiative
from NACo County Services Department staffer Martin Harris.
We also joined our colleagues from the Large Urban County
Caucus in hosting a reception for our members during the
conference.
In April 2007 members of the Rural Action Caucus steering committee met in Washington, DC with over 35 members
of Congress or staff as part of the annual caucus fly-in. We
were asked to join a reception hosted by Los Angeles County

for California members of Congress in a unique display of support from our Large Urban County allies. We received briefings
on the legislative priorities we had discussed during our retreat
and then spent the day on Capitol Hill discussing our priority
issues. We especially urged members of congress to strive for
a robust rural development title in the upcoming farm bill, as
well as increased funding for PILT and Secure Rural Schools.
Fly-in attendees also participated in a press conference to
kick off the Campaign for a Renewed Rural Development, a
coalition of 30 national organizations, chaired by NACo President Colleen Landkamer, united in support of a fully-funded
rural development title. Senator Hilary Clinton (NY), Senator
Tom Harkin (IA), and Congressman John Barrow (GA) spoke at
the press conference and showed tremendous support for the
Campaign. The Campaign has held over 30 meetings so far
with members and staff of the House and Senate Agriculture
authorization and appropriations committees and is continuing
this effort under Chairwomen Landkamer’s leadership.
Finally, RAC members attended a productive meeting with
USDA Secretary Mike Johanns on the last day of the fly-in to
discuss farm bill issues and we expressed our support for rural
development funding in the form of additional grants as well as
the Administration’s proposed loans and loan guarantees.
RAC has had an excellent year so far, our issues are still
pending and continue to be a work in progress.

Labor and Employment Committee Report
By Cyndi Johnson, Pondera County Commissioner
The National Association of Counties Labor and Employment Committee, chaired by the Honorable Harry Montoya of
New Mexico, met Friday and Saturday, prior to the opening session of the Annual NACo conference in Richmond, Virgina, July
15, 2007. The committee had an opportunity to hear presentations from Michael Moran, CFA with Goldman, Sachs & Co. and
Joan Woodward of the Global Markets Institute with Goldman,
Sachs & Co. Mr. Moran and Ms. Woodward brought to our attention the financial crisis faced by many public employers as a
result of the long term public sector retiree health care obligations and other post employment benefits and how those public
entities are attempting to deal with that crisis.
The Labor and Employment Committee also received valuable information from Jim Sawyer and Bob Fisher of NACo’s
financial services and the employee relations network regarding
the importance of reliable employee background checks and the
actual service that NACo can provide.
Legislative Issues: Daria Daniel, NACo staff for the L & E
Committee, reviewed the several legislative issues relative to
Labor and Workforce Development. Unfortunately, neither the
Senate nor the House of Representatives has introduced any
legislation to complete the reauthorization of the Workforce Investment Act. The House and Senate do not appear to be able
to come to any agreement regarding WIA and don’t expect to
even act until this fall due to the increased focus on education
issues.
On the side of good news, the minimum wage increase was
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signed on May 25, 2007, increasing all minimum wages in
America to $5.85 by July 25, 2007, to $6.55 by one year after
passage, and to $7.25 by two years after passage.
The Labor and Employment Committee is a bit concerned
about the current Federal Administration’s proposals regarding
the reduction in Workforce Development funding and the shift of
that funding to education (Individuals with Disabilities Education
Act (IDEA)). A grassroots effort needs to occur to help Congress understand how critical workforce training really is.
The fourth legislative issue discussed extensively was the
Pension Protection Act of 2006 and how that Act impacts the
concept of public retirement plan portability.
National Workforce Assoc: Orrin Bailey and Trenda
Rusher, current and past presidents of the Nat. Workforce Association, briefly discussed three issues:
1. Concern about the direction of the funding agency, the
United States Department of Labor.
2. The need to overhaul the Workforce Development system
and
3. The very real partnership that exists between Economic
Development and Workforce Development. The preconference symposium on workforce was a real eyeopener for many of us involved in both areas. The Labor
and Employment Committee will promote another event,
at the Leg conference and next year’s annual NACo
(“Labor and Committee” Continued on Page 23 . . .)
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NACo Reports
Annual Conference Report
By Connie Eissinger, McCone County
Federal Land Payments Subcommittee
Bob Douglas from the National Forest Counties and
Schools Coalition discussed attempts by Senators Baucus and
Craig to introduce legislation for a 5-year extension of PL 106393 and full-funding of Payment in Lieu of Taxes. Similar legislation is being proposed in the House. Bob expects major action
between now and the middle of August. The National Forest
Counties and Schools Coalition fly-in will be September 12-13th.
The Federal Land Payment Subcommittee reviewed various resolutions and made recommendations to the Public Lands
Steering Committee.
Federal Land Management Subcommittee
The Federal Land Management Subcommittee also reviewed many resolutions and made recommendations to the
Public Lands Steering Committee.
Western Interstate Region Board
The WIR Board discussed and supported Commissioner
Cope’s Resolution on “Waters of the U.S.”
Mark Rey, Undersecretary for Natural Resources and Environment, USDA, spoke on the department’s views on the reauthorization of the Secure Rural Schools and Community SelfDetermination Act. There have been no agreement on off-sets
to fund the reauthorization; however, the department will continue to support the legislations with agreeable off-sets.
Rey observed the attempt of merging this legislation with
Payment in Lieu of Taxes full-funding, but noted that it would be
difficult to get the Office of Management and Budget to support
a mandatory entitlement for PILT and warned that counties may
have to choose between the two.
The WIR Board reviewed all of the resolutions contained in
the NACo Proposed Resolutions and Platform Changes packet.
Commissioner Doug Thompson from Wyoming reported for
the Native American issues Working Group. He cautioned
counties to be careful when making Memorandums of Understanding or Memorandums of Agreement with tribal government.
His recommendation was to make sure to put the jurisdiction by
consent for any potential disputes within the agreement. The
Indian Gaming Regulatory Resolution was supported.
Supervisor Jim Wattenburger was not present, so Ryan
Yates, NACo staff, presented Jim’s report on the Wildland Fire
Leadership Council.
Cynthia Moses-Nedd, BLM Liaison reported that she and
Randy Phillips, Forest Service Liaison are working on a toolkit of
ordinances, policies and best practices to deal with wildland fire
and the implementation of Community Wildland Protection
Plans. BLM will put together a funding package of $50,000 and
Forest Service, $75,000 for this purpose.
Ryan conveyed the legislative update, noting that the point
of contention in legislation reauthorizing PL 106-393 is the offsets. Representative Rahall from West Virginia is attempting to
fast track the bill and attach it to the omnibus bill. Currently, the
thinking for off-sets is domestic oil/gas revenues or off-shore oil
revenues. Ryan will send a memo out when the off-sets are
decided upon. The PILT fly-in will be just before or just after the
Secure Rural Schools fly-in in September.
Commissioner Robert Cope reported on the Roadless Advisory Committee.
Ryan noted that Senator Crapo’s bill, the Endangered Species Recovery Act includes compensation for landowners and is
working its way through committee. Senator Baucus’ tax package is stalled in committee. Ryan expects nothing else happen-

ing in this Congress, however, he warned that the sage grouse
could be an endangered species within 3-5 years as there are
problems in low-density areas and state fish and game agencies
are still allowing hunting.
The Udall amendment that would have taken funding from
the BLM to implement road determination for RS 2477 roads has
failed.
Joint Meeting: Membership Committee and Member Programs and Services Committee
There are now 2259 member counties. Discussion centered on enabling NACo members to encourage non-member
counties to join NACo. Utah counties have several out-going
commissioners talk with new commissioners about the benefits
of NACo and how best to do their jobs.
A draft of the Responsibilities of NACo Steering Committee
members was discussed and approved.
The Prescription Drug Card Program now has about 900
counties signed up with a savings of around $39.6 million on 3.5
million prescriptions. A Dental component is being studied with
U.S. Dental and Delta Dental. The committees felt that not
enough research has been done and more information is
needed. A pilot project may be set up.
A Minute Clinic program set up to assist the uninsured may
be another benefit of NACo. It is to be staffed by a nurse practitioner or a physicians assistant and is patterned after what several pharmacies are doing, rolling out their own clinics. The
AMA is opposing this program as it could be a problem with indigent care.
A good deal of time was spent discussing programs and
services for counties with populations of less than 10,000. A
couple of the ideas suggested were web-based ways to network
and grant-writing assistance.
A proposal for increasing the one year term for members of
the Membership Committee to three years was approved and
will be sent to the Board of Directors.
Public Lands Steering Committee
The Public Lands Steering Committee reviewed the resolutions approved by the subcommittees and adopted them, with a
few exceptions. The Resolution on Off-Highway Vehicle Management on Public Lands and the Resolution on Gateway Communities were tabled until the Legislative Conference. After a
great deal of discussion on the Resolution on Streamlining of the
Payments in Lieu of Taxes Program, due to an amended policy
statement which included Commissioners Todd Devlin, Bill
Leach, and Lin Hintze’s proposal for changes in the PILT formula. The amendments were not supported by the Public Lands
Steering Committee and were assigned to the PILT Formula
Study Committee as one of several formula proposals. That
resolution was adopted as originally approved by the Federal
Land Payments Subcommittee.
Jim Davenport of the Western Community Stewardship Forum briefly spoke about his program and an upcoming opportunity for counties to participate in another training session.
Cynthia Moses-Nedd and Randy Phillips again spoke about
their proposal to address county capacity for wildfire fighting
through a toolkit designed to address Community Wildfire Protection plans, local policies, and training.
The Public Lands Steering Committee Chair, Liz Archuleta
appointed several working groups. The Waters of the U.S.
Working Group will be Brian Dahle, Lenore Johnson, and Art
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NACo Reports
Finance & Intergovernmental Affairs Steering Committee Report
By Allan Underdal, Toole County Commissioner
In the past our steering committee was divided into the
following three subcommittees: Intergovernmental Affairs,
Capital Financing, and Fiscal Policy. We have just changed
that structure to the following subcommittees: Intergovernmental Affairs, Fiscal Policy, Elections, and Native American
Affairs. Capital Financing was dropped as a subcommittee
and Elections and Native American Affairs were added. The
two new subcommittees were added because of all the activity that is being generated in election reform the past few
years as well as the need to work on issues between counties, tribal governments, and the BIA. These are both subcommittees that deal with issues important to Montanans
and to local government.
The resolutions that we considered over the two day
subcommittee and full committee meetings were there to
provide guidance to our NACo staff and Executive Committee as they lobby Congress for NACo and its membership in
the areas of Finance and Intergovernmental Affairs. Resolutions must be renewed each year but platform amendments
are ongoing. There is quite a bit of discussion on some issues and very little on others. We have informational speakers on many of the issues so that we can make informed
decisions on the topics at hand.
I will attempt to give you a short synopsis of the resolutions that were passed in our committee and sent on to the
annual business meeting of the NACo membership. All of
those resolutions were passed by the full membership and
are part of the NACo policy for the coming year.
Intergovernmental Affairs Subcommittee:
Platform Changes
4.6 NACo supports the establishment of a new discounted
Pre-sort First Class postage rate for specified local government mailings mandated by federal or state law,
such as property tax statements, summons, jury duty
pay, voter registrations, adding “and election ballot
mailings.”
4.10 Add a new section urging repeal of the real ID Act of
2005.
4.11 Add a new section urging support for greater access
for local governments to GSA schedule contracts.
5.5 GASB activities related to performance measurement.
NACo opposes issuance by the Governmental Accounting Standards Board of any standard or any other
official guidance, such as a statement of recommended
practice, on performance measurement for the following reasons:
• Accounting is not synonymous with accountability;
• Decisions about performance measurement depend
on the specific goals, objectives and strategies pursued by a local government and inherently not simply an accounting decision but a part of the policy
and budget process;
• Even a voluntary action by GASB, an authoritative
standard-setting body, will be perceived as mandatory; and
• Standards will discourage, rather than foster, innovations in performance measurement.
Resolution on county issuance of passports, which asks
the US Department of State to rescind or delay their new
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nationwide policy that will soon go into effect, prohibiting
counties from accepting passport applications from citizens
to whom they have issued a birth certificate.
Fiscal Policy Subcommittee:
Platform Change, Add a New Section
1.1 Federal Tax Reform: Encourage Congress and the Administration to make tax reform and simplification a priority.
2.1 Tax Exemption for Municipal Bonds; which NACo supports, asserting that tax-exempt bonds are a critical tool
for counties, opposes restrictions that drive up the cost,
and endorses simplification to ease restrictions.
Resolution of support for H.R. 1023 and S. 777; which
would repeal a section of law requiring large counties to withhold 3% for federal tax from vendors or contractors.
Resolution opposing property tax deductibility reporting
requirement; which would place the burden of responsibility
on county government to determine and specify on real estate tax bills the deductibility of those taxes and also opposes
any requirement to report to the IRS the amount of taxes
paid by each taxpayer.
Resolution on the Streamlined Sales and use Tax
Agreement
Elections: Platform Change
4.12 NACo encourages full funding for tools for minority language outreach under the voting rights act.
Re-authorize resolution for implementation of the Help
America Vote Act some of which includes: extension of the
deadline for implementation to 1-1-2010; full appropriation of
the authorized level of funding; ongoing federal funding for
the maintenance and replacement of mandated equipment
and for additional requirements, including security and training costs, borne by local jurisdictions in administering federal
elections; appropriation of all necessary administrative costs
for the Election Assistance Commission and the National
Institute of Standards and Technology; Clarification that
counties should not be held liable for a state’s failure to provide for compliance with HAVA; restraint in any consideration
of federal legislation, such as H.R 811 and S. 1487 in the
110th Congress, that would impose further mandates or
usurp the role of the Election Assistance Commission in providing guidance; and a federal study of the long-term costs to
states and counties of continuing compliance with the Help
America Vote Act.
Resolutions opposing H.R. 811 and S. 1487, which
would impose very specific and often impractical requirements regarding equipment, procedures, and personnel responsibilities under unrealistic deadlines that offer little or no
improvement in election administration and would clearly
violate principles of cost verses benefit ratio.
Resolution of support for H.R. 2360, the “Voting Enhancement and Security Act” that leaves the development of
audit trail standards to the National Institute of Standards
and Technology and permits states flexibility in developing
protocols for conducting transparent audits and for election
day emergency planning.
Resolution for endorsing H.R. 2142, which would provide
free postage for absentee ballots.
(“Finance and Intergovernmental” Continued on Page 23 . . . )

Montana Association of Counties • http://www.maco.cog.mt.us/

NACo Reports
Labor and Employment: Continued from Page 20
conference, which will encourage committee members from
both the Community and Economic Development committee
and the Labor and Employment committee to attend. Economic Development doesn’t occur without a trained workforce
and a trained workforce is very necessary for economic development.
Resolutions and Platform: The Labor and Employment
committee considered many resolutions, consolidated four and
recommended passage of three as follows:
1. Resolution to Reauthorize the Workforce Investment Act
2. Resolution to Oppose cuts to the Workforce Investment
Act Funds
3. Resolution on State Workforce Investment Plans
Prior to the next annual NACo meeting, the committee will
perform a platform update and have the newly declared platform
available for committee members approval and recommendation

to the NACo Board.
I have greatly appreciated the opportunity to serve on the
Labor and Employment Committee and owe a debt of gratitude
to the Montana Department of Labor for sponsoring this committee appointment. In order to better serve the state of Montana,
the Honorable Commissioner Mike McGinley will serve on this
committee in the future. Mike currently serves on the Governor’s Workforce Advisory Council and the NACo Labor and Employment Committee will benefit immensely from his experience.
I will assume Mike’s NACo committee position with the Community and Economic Development Committee. The two committees, following the events and issues of this summer’s meeting,
will begin working closely together and plan on holding at least
one joint meeting at the NACo Legislative conference and the
annual convention.

Annual Conference: Continued from Page 21
Goodtimes. The OHV Working Group will be Colleen
Macleod and Linda Matthews. The PLSC Platform Update and
Review Working Group will be Ben Boswell, Dorothea Farris
and anyone else interested in this task.
Methamphetamine Action
Jacqueline Byers, NACo Director of Research discussed
the latest Meth survey results from law enforcement surveys.
Several representatives from Utah were present to discuss
Utah’s experience with meth reform. Several states represented
on this working group mentioned using materials from the Montana Meth Project. Joe Dunn, former staff for this working group
is now the Deputy Director of the National Alliance for Model
State Drug Laws. He presented the group with several handouts pertaining to laws being enacted in state legislatures. Paul
Beddoe, current staff for this group, discussed current legislation
introduced in Congress.
NACo Board of Directors Business Meeting
Executive Director of NACo Larry Naake and Shannon
Houston-Smack from the accounting department presented a
very favorable financial report. NACo is doing extremely well,
above expectations. The various committee chairs made their
reports.
Kirby Bessant, Vice President of Caremark PCS, noted that
there are now over 800 counties participating in the NACo Prescription Drug Program and another 500 in the process of application.
Matt Riebel, President of Nationwide Retirement Solutions
reported that counties now have over $9.33 billion invested with

361,000 participants from 3032 counties and special districts.
Sandra Clark, Education Services Manager at NACo, announced that County Leadership Handbooks have been sent to
the state associations.
PILT Formula Study Committee
The committee looked at two printouts of hypothetical formula variations using scenarios identified at the last meeting
that the committee requested BLM to plug into their system.
One scenario involved a flat rate PILT using the current appropriation, at $.57 per acre and at full funding at $.89 per acre.
This scenario showed that there would be big winners and big
losers. The second scenario capped the lowest population at
5000. This scenario would have significantly increased PILT for
smaller population counties; however, the larger populated
counties would have lost some.
Todd Devlin presented another scenario, capping the lowest population at 5000 and highest population at 1,000,000, as
did Gerry Hillier, federal lands consultant with San Bernadino
County, CA, whose scenario would give counties below their
cap a 5-year “double dip” and counties above their cap receive
no PILT increase.
Discussion led to agreement that we must keep prior year
payments in the formula. Cynthia Moses-Nedd will have BLM
run a couple more scenarios, one with holding larger counties
harmless while increasing the lower populated counties PILT.
The committee will be sent the scenarios electronically and may
have a conference call or another meeting at a later date.

Finance and Intergovernmental: Continued from Page 22
Native American Affairs
There was a considerable amount of discussion on two proposed platform changes that were brought before this subcom-

mittee. Both of these issues will be brought up for discussion
at our next working session, which is in February or March of
2008. The following are the proposed Platform Amendments
that were tabled at our full committee meeting after no compromise wording could be reached.
Proposed platform amendment regarding Lands
Taken Into Trust: NACo urges the Bureau of Indian Affairs to
ensure meaningful consultation with local governments before
issuing any Notice of Decision to take land into trust. No decision to take land into trust that will have a significant impact
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on local government tax revenue should be issued without
identifying a source and appropriate amount of payment for
the share of critical and federally-minded services that are to
be provided to county residents and businesses located on
trust land.
The other Platform Amendment that was tabled in
committee was regarding Indian Gaming: NACo seeks an
amendment to the Indian Gaming Regulatory Act with the
goal of consideration for the impacts of Indian gaming on local governments. Further, NACo supports a review of the
National Indian Gaming Commission’s authority regarding
regulatory oversight, auditing procedures and implementation
of minimum internal control standards for Indian gaming.
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Announcements & Reminders
County Appoints Franklin's replacement
By Karl Puckett, Tribune Staff Writer
Cascade County commissioners on Aug. 30 voted 2-0 to
appoint an attorney to replace Eve Franklin as the state representative of north Great Falls and Black Eagle.
Lance Olson and Joe Briggs, both Republicans, voted for
the appointment of Steve Bolstad, a Democrat like Franklin,
who has served in the Montana Legislature since 1991.
Commissioner Peggy Beltrone, a Democrat, supported a
different candidate.
"I'm happy, happy, happy," said Franklin, as she gave
Bolstad a hug in the hallway outside the commission chambers.
Bolstad, 41, is a deputy Cascade County attorney. He
recently took over the job of advising commissioners on legal
questions.
On Sept. 5, he will join the Cascade County legislative
delegation in Helena for a special session called to appropriate funds for fighting wildfires.
Bolstad, a former teacher, said he's been active in local
Democratic politics for years, same as Al Ekblad and Sharon
Howard, the other candidates, also Democrats.
Ekblad is a labor union representative and Howard is a
public health consultant.
"All three of us have put in time punching in signs and
handing out literature," Bolstad said.
The seat will be up for grabs in the November 2008 election.
As required by law, the Cascade County Democratic
Central Committee submitted a list of candidates to consider
as Franklin's replacement. Franklin stepped down Aug. 17

after accepting the governor's appointment as mental health
ombudsman for the state.
On Aug. 30, the commission chamber was filled with
Democrats curious to learn who would be chosen to represent residents of House District 24, which takes in the north
end of Great Falls, Black Eagle and Malmstrom Air Force
Base.
Applause broke out following Bolstad's appointment.
Bolstad stepped to the podium to say a few words. In an
interview later, he said he couldn't fill Franklin's shoes but
would do his best.
Peggy Beltrone, the sole Democrat on the three-member
commission, nominated Ekblad, but Republican Joe Briggs
submitted an alternate motion nominating Bolstad.
"We obviously have a difference of opinion," Briggs said.
Beltrone voted yes on her motion for Ekblad while Briggs
and Olson voted no.
Briggs and Olson then voted yes on the motion appointing Bolstad. Beltrone didn't say yes or no.
"You are all fine candidates," Beltrone said after the
vote.
Briggs said Bolstad's experience in implementing and
interpreting laws would make him more cautious in the
phrasing of laws. "He's an extremely hard worker," Briggs
added.
Olson said Bolstad would represent local government
interests the best.
Reach Tribune Staff Writer Karl Puckett at 791-1471,
800-438-6600 or kpuckett@greatfallstribune.com.
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Announcements & Reminders
New Publication and Workshop available on Public Lands in Montana
Submitted by Paul Lachapelle, Ph.D., Assistant Professor, MSU Extension Community Development Specialist
New Publication
I’m pleased to announce a new publication ‘Public
Lands in Montana: A Guide for Counties and Communities’ authored by myself and Extension Agent Mary Anne
Anderson and sponsored by MSU Extension, the Local
Government Center and the Montana Association of
Counties. This guide is intended to provide public land
managers, local government officials and citizens with
important information about public lands in Montana.
The 74 page document provides an overview of public lands in Montana with descriptions of various state and
federal revenue compensation programs including Montana’s Entitlement Share Program, State Trust Land Program, the Secure Rural Schools and Community SelfDetermination Act, Payment in Lieu of Taxes (PILT) programs, as well as details on numerous Federal public
land laws such as the Taylor Grazing Act and Mineral
Leasing Act. Included are 13 tables (with county-bycounty revenue figures) and 2 maps (including a color
map showing all state and federal lands). I plan to update
this document each year with the new figures and other
pertinent information.
I plan to offer two free web-based Workshops detailing the information in the document on Tuesday, Sept. 18
at 10 AM and Wednesday, Sept. 19 at 1 PM (more info
below on how to access the web-based Workshop). Please contact me if you would like further information or a copy of the publication. The publication is
available through our Local Government Center for $15 +
shipping (bulk discounts can be arranged).

Public Health System
Improvement Task Force Web Site
Submitted By Jean Curtiss
Missoula County Commissioner

Work Shop on Public Lands in Montana:
A Guide for Counties and Communities
When: Tuesday, Sept. 18 at 10 AM and Wednesday,
Sept. 19 at 1 PM
Why: To provide an overview of public lands in Montana with descriptions of various state and federal revenue
compensation programs including Montana’s Entitlement
Share Program, State Trust Land Act, the Secure Rural
Schools and Community Self-Determination Program,
Payment in Lieu of Taxes (PILT) programs, and details on
numerous Federal public land laws.
How to join the Adobe Connect session:
Go to: http://extn-breeze.msu.montana.edu/commdev/
1. Click “Enter as a Guest” then type your full name
and click “Enter Room.”
2. You will be prompted to enter your phone number
with area code, then click “Call my phone.” The
session will automatically call you.
If you are unable to connect to this Web conference
session, you can access just the audio portion via a conference call. To access just the conference call:
1. Dial 1-888-238-7805
2. When prompted, enter the following pass code:
594117 #
If you encounter any technical difficulties before or
during the session, please call me at: 406-599-7750.
If you are unable to attend the Adobe Connect session, the data will be archived with links at our site: http://
extn.msu.montana.edu/communitydevelopment/
cdhome.html
If you have not attended an Adobe Connect session
on the computer you will be using, make sure to test your
connection before the start of your first session at: http://
extn-breeze.msu.montana.edu/common/help/en/support/
meeting_test.htm . If you've never used Adobe Connect,
get a quick overview: http://www.adobe.com/products/
acrobatconnectpro/ .
Paul Lachapelle, Ph.D., Assistant Professor
Extension Community Development Specialist
MSU Local Government Center, Department of Political Science

Fellow Commissioners: For the past several years I
have had the privilege of representing MACo on the Public Health System Improvement Task Force. It has been a
good project to work on modernizing and improving the
system and the state codes.
A new website has been developed for the Public
Health System Improvement Task Force
http://www.dphhs.mt.gov/PHSD/phsi/phsi-index.shtml
You will find the Task Force Charter, Action Plan, a
listing of Task Force members, and other information on
this site.
You can bookmark the site for future reference. Feel
free to call me with any questions (406) 258-3200.

Prairie County Treasurer/Superintendent of Schools Cindy
Bond announced her retirement effective August 31,
2007. Bond has worked for Prairie County since September of
1970, serving until 1995 as deputy treasurer. She has served
since July of 1995 as treasurer/superintendent of schools.
Prairie County Commissioners have appointed Deputy
Treasurer Jamie Smith to the position effective September 1,
2007.
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Prairie County Announcement

Announcements & Reminders
MT Digital Government Summit

MSU Internship Opportunities

A Government Technology Executive Leadership Forum
September 10
Red Lion Colonial Hotel
Helena, MT
General Session
This interactive session will focus on the future of Montana.
What is in store for the government, citizens and businesses of
Montana? The session will incorporate the use of the Audience
Response Devices to survey the audience and to allow the panelists to offer commentary.
Summit Sessions
• Real ID

Submitted by Paul Lachapelle, Ph.D., Assistant Professor,
MSU Extension Community Development Specialist

•
•
•
•
•

Content Management
Portfolio Management
eGovernment in Montana
Data Security-Assessment and Tools

GIS Trends and Initiatives
Purpose
This event is for and about state and local government. The
purpose of the event is to foster discussion and dialogue on the
use of information technology as a strategic tool for managers,
executives and policy makers.
Who Should Attend
If you influence or participate in technology decisions or
implementations at any level, you will find benefit in attending.
Registration
Summit Registration: Government, Complimentary for all Government Employees
Summit Registration: Industry, Credit Card Payment Only
Cost: $1500
Don't miss this opportunity to see the latest in digital government solutions, keep abreast of current policy issues and
network with key government executives, technologists and
industry specialists.
Contact Information
If you are interested in attending Montana Digital Government Summit, please contact Lee Vang, Registration Coordinator, 800-917-7732 ext 1407.
If you are interested in sponsoring Montana Digital Government Summit, please contact Stacy Ward-Probst, National
Sales Director, 800-917-7732 ext 1396.
Further information can be found at http://
www.govtech.com/events/silo.php?id=121929.

Dear Local Government Official,
As the new Montana State University Extension Community
Development Specialist in the Local Government Center of the
Department of Political Science, I want to introduce our Student
Internship Program. This program allows our undergraduate
and graduate students in Political Science to work in your office
and learn valuable skills related to local government while earning university credit. Our students offer a range of abilities that
can benefit you and your staff; for example,
1. Finance/Administration (annual budget development,
internal technology/website improvements),
2. Policy Analysis (law reviews, comparisons with other
local governments, assessments of applicable housing
or energy programs, costs and benefits of outsourcing
payroll),
3. Program Development (community or neighborhood outreach and public communication efforts, evaluating and
implementing best economic/political solutions to local
waste disposal, analysis of private contracting, Egovernment initiatives, new media relations processes,
short and long-range community planning).
Our students are flexible in terms of time commitment and
work schedule and there would be no financial obligation on
your part. If your needs are outside of the abilities of our Political Science student body (for example, Engineering, Computer
Science or Architecture), I can also assist with internship and job
postings on our Career Services and Student Employment website (free of charge and reaching all MSU students).
I hope you will consider this unique opportunity. Please
forward this announcement to other local government offices
and departments that may have an interest and do not hesitate
to contact me for further details.
With best regards,
Paul Lachapelle, Ph.D., Assistant Professor
Extension Community Development Specialist
MSU Local Government Center, Department of Political Science
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Northwest Area Foundation Great Strides Award: $100,000
The Northwest Area Foundation http://www.nwaf.org is
pleased to announce the Great Strides Award, an exciting opportunity to recognize and celebrate communities working to reduce
poverty. The Foundation will select up to four communities from
its eight-state region: MN, IA, ND, SD, MT, ID, WA, and OR. At
least two awards will go to rural communities. Each award recipient will receive up to $100,000. Communities will be selected for
the award based on their innovative approaches to poverty reduction, willingness to share their experiences with a broader audience, and identified uses for the award funds to continue their
poverty reduction work.
The Foundation is now taking applications for this award
program. Successful applicants will meet specific criteria. These
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may be found at the following address: http://programs.nwaf.org/
pr/nwaf/programs/registration.asp.
Questions about the award and the application process will
be processed through this web site. Applications are due by Friday, September 21, 2007. Finalists will be notified by e-mail and /
or telephone by October 12, 2007. Two-day site visits will be
scheduled to meet the members of the community program during the time period of October 15, and November 16, 2007.
Award recipients will be notified by January 10, 2008.
Please share information about the Great Strides Award with
communities who have successful approaches to poverty reduction. Last year participants indicated the time required to complete the application process ranges from two to eight hours.
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County Tid Bits
Fires
BLAINE COUNTY has also implemented a county-wide burning ban.
CUSTER COUNTY and Custer
County Rural Fire Company
signed a mutual agreement with
Midwest Fire Suppression, a fire
services contracting company.
The agreements allow each
entity to call on the others for
back up and support should
serious fires in the county require it.
PARK COUNTY commissioners
banned open burning after a red
flag warning was issued.
YELLOWSTONE COUNTY put
a county-wide (first-stage) burning ban into effect as well.

Roads
BEAVERHEAD COUNTY commissioners temporarily closed
upper Sweetwater Road to mining trucks from Barrett’s Minerals talc mine, due to the trucks
powdering the road bed.
GALLATIN COUNTY commissioners awarded contracts for

more than half a million dollars in road improvement projects around the county.

Subdivisions
FLATHEAD COUNTY commissioners unanimously voted
to approve the county’s interim set of subdivision regulations.
The county has
worked since February to get
the new regulations in place
because the current document concerning regulations
on subdivisions is out of date
and not in compliance with
state statutes.
GALLATIN COUNTY Commission gave preliminary approval to the nine-lot Aspen
Springs major subdivision,
which straddles a prime elk
habitat that’s a favorite calving ground for a dozensstrong herd.
RAVALLI COUNTY commissioners approved the Moiese
Meadows Subdivision last
week with at least one caveat,
that the decision could possi-

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
President John Prinkki, Carbon County
1st Vice President Cynthia Johnson,
Pondera County
2nd Vice President Mike McGinley,
Beaverhead County
Fiscal Officer Allan Underdal, Toole Co.
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Ravalli County
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Yellowstone County
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MACo INSURANCE TRUSTS

Greg Jackson, JPA/JPIA Trust Administrator
Emelia McEwen, Sr. Loss Control Specialist
Fred Hansen, Loss Control Specialist
Jack Holstrom, Personnel Services

Fran Monro, Member Services Representative
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Wendy Sesselman, Work Comp Claims Supervisor
Dennis Jupka, Senior Claims Adjuster
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bly be annulled by an upcoming District Court ruling.
BEAVERHEAD COUNTY
commissioners approved the
preliminary plat for the Lima
Peak Estates minor subdivision with several changes.
The proposal creates four
single family and one multifamily residential lots from an
existing 17-acre parcel of land
approximately one-half mile
north of Lima, adjacent to
Highway 91 on the east.
FLATHEAD COUNTY commissioners approved preliminary plans for the 26-lot Bear
Mountain Estates subdivision
near Lakeside.

permits for businesses to operate in residential zones.
LEWIS & CLARK COUNTY
commissioners approved an
updated version of the county’s
community decay ordinance, a
20-year-old law governing junk
vehicles, garbage, and other
debris. The ordinance is complaint-driven, and violators will
have 40 days to comply with
recommendations from the CityCounty Health Department.
YELLOWSTONE COUNTY
commissioners gave the Billings
Food Bank’s building campaign
a boost with a five-year,
$25,000 contribution.

Miscellaneous

CORRECTION: The June Edition of MACo News stated that
Christina Schmid had become
the new Carter County Superintendent of Schools, when in
fact she is the new Carter
County High School Superintendent. Carole Carey is the
Carter County Superintendent
of Schools.

ANACONDA-DEER LODGE
COUNTY commissioners
unanimously approved a special use permit for Dr. Andrew
Cromwell to operate his business at a site which sits
across the street from a commercial zone. They also approved two other special-use

MACo HCT
Owen Voigt, HCT Administrator

Linda Taft, Finance Officer/Office Manager
Alyce Bailey, Enrollment/Eligibility Specialist &
Customer Service Representative

DISTRICT CHAIRS
1. Richard Dunbar, Phillips County
2. Mark Rehbein, Richland County
3. Donald Reiger, Fallon County
4. Harvey Worrall, Chouteau County
5. Arnold Gettel, Teton County
6. Carl Seilstad, Fergus County
7. Maureen Davey, Stillwater County
8. Tom Lythgoe, Jefferson County
9. Bernie Lucas, Meagher County
10. Paddy Trusler, Lake County
11. Judy Stang, Mineral County
12. Tom Rice, Beaverhead County
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Leo Gallagher, Lewis & Clark Co. Attorney
Lisa Kimmett, Prairie Co. Clerk & Recorder
Marilyn Hollister, Rosebud Co. District Court
Clerk
Richard Brown, Fergus Co. County Coroners
Gary Olsen, Broadwater Co. Justice of the
Peace
Diane Inbody, Teton Co. Superintendent of
Schools
Gregory Hintz, Missoula Co. Sheriff’s Office
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ASSOCIATE MEMBERS

Arthur J. Gallagher & Co., Itasca, IL
(Diamond Sponsor)
Allied Waste Services, Missoula
D A Davidson & Company, Great Falls
Employee Benefits Mgmt. Services (EBMS)
Get ‘Er Done Weist, Brady
Great Plains Towers, West Fargo, ND
Great West Engineering, Inc., Helena
Life Care Services, Missoula
MT Community Action Partners (HRDCs)
Montana Contractors Association, Helena
MT County Road Supervisors (MACRS)
MDU Resources Group, Bismarck, ND
MSU Extension Service, Bozeman
Morrison-Maierle, Inc., Helena
Norman Grosfield, Attorney, Helena
NorthWestern Energy, Helena
PBS&J, Bozeman
Roscoe Steel & Culvert, Billings
Stahly Engineering, Helena
Tractor & Equipment Company, Billings
MACo NEWS
Phone (406) 444-4360
Fax (406) 442-5238
Email: macopb@maco.cog.mt.us
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