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Workers’ Compensation Law Changes  
Effective July 1, 2011 

By: Wendy Sesselman, MACo Claims Workers’ Compensation Supervisor  
 
As many of you are probably aware, there have been significant changes to the      
Workers’ Compensation Act pursuant to HB 334.  This article will address some of the 
changes that recently became effective, but I recommend that you read HB 334 for more 
detail. 
 
The major impact for employers and the best effort at overall savings will be the Stay At 
Work/Return To Work program.  The goal of this portion of the act is to minimize     
avoidable disruption by assisting the injured employee in a return to the same position 
with the same employer or to a modified position with the same employer as soon as 
possible after the injury. 
 
Stay at Work/Return to Work:  Provides SAW/RTW assistance on accepted claims by 
utilizing in house programs (preferably) or a rehabilitation provider.  The request can 
also be made through the Department of Labor, but we will be charged a fee for their 
services.  This is attached to our assessment by the Department of Labor.  Injured work-
ers and medical provider may ask for assistance.  If the county does not have a program 
in place, there are many resources available.  WorkSafeMT offers several good ideas on 
the creation of such programs. http://www.worksafemt.com 
 
Course & Scope: HB334 Limits liability for injuries occurring away from the employer’s  
premises while the employee is performing personal business on a break (paid or un-
paid) or while engaged in a social or recreational activity paid by the employer. 
 
Waiting Period:  Compensation is not paid for the first 32 hours or 4 days of wage loss, 
whichever is first.  However, if worker is totally disabled and unable to work in any     
capacity for 21 days or more, compensation must be paid retroactively to the first day of 
total wage loss unless the worker waives the payment.  Each county will need to       
determine how the sick bank for the first 48 hours will need to be reimbursed should the    
disability exceed 21 days. 
 
Payment of medical services:  Changes the language that medical services must be 
direct result of the compensable injury or occupational disease. 
 
Impairment Ratings and Permanent Partial Disability Awards:   

Doctors are required to use 6th edition of the AMA Guides to Evaluation of      
Permanent Impairment.  The ratable condition must be a direct result of the 
compensable injury or occupational disease and not based exclusively on 
pain, established by objective medical findings and is more than 0%. 
PPD term now changed from 375 to 400 weeks. 
Awards PPD only to workers who suffer a whole person impairment rating 
greater than zero and a wage loss OR to workers with a Class 2(moderate) 
or greater rating converted to a whole person and no wage loss.   (Class 2 
ratings vary from 6 to 25% depending on the body part.)  

 

Continued on page 4... 
 

  

http://data.opi.mt.gov/bills/2011/billpdf/HB0334.pdf
http://data.opi.mt.gov/bills/2011/billpdf/HB0334.pdf
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MACo Annual Conference  
Bozeman 

 

September 25 - 29, 2011 
 

Best Western GranTree Inn 
 

ONLINE REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN ! 
 

 
It’s time to register for MACo’s 102nd Annual Conference which will be 
held at the Best Western GranTree Inn in Bozeman, Gallatin County, 

September 25th through the 29th. 
If you haven’t already visited our website and registered online to 

 attend the conference, then please do so to help us better estimate 
attendance and to avoid paying late fees. 

Early registration ends September 11th, and online registration ends 
September 18th. 

 

Go to: www.mtcounties.org 
to register 

 

If you have any questions or need any additional information 
Please contact Karen Houston, MACo Meeting Planner, at: 

                       449-4360 or khouston@mtcounties.org 

http://www.mtcounties.org
mailto:khouston@mtcounties.org
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Become a MACo  
Associate Member 

A Partnership with Montana 
Counties 

 
 
 

Please visit our website: 
www.mtcounties.org 

for more information and to  
download the application. 
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      Golf Anyone? 
 

   Come and join us for a round of golf during the 
    MACo Annual Conference, which will be held  
 

        September 25th, 2011 
 

Tee times start at 8:50 a.m. 
Location: Cottonwood Hills Golf Course 

8955 River Road (at Four Corners), Bozeman 
                        Fees: 18 holes - $36, Golf Cart - $14/per seat 

 
                              For more information or to sign up please contact: 
                             Maureen Davey, Stillwater County Commissioner 

 
                                 Phone: 406-322-8010 or e-mail - mdavey@stillwater.mt.gov 

                                     
                                    *Any golf prizes are appreciated * 

mailto:mdavey@stillwater.mt.gov
mailto:info@greatplainstowers.com
mailto:mce@mt.gov
http://www.mce.mt.gov
http://www.mtcounties.org
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MACo News 
Workers’ Compensation 

Law Changes 
Continued from front page 

 

Medical Benefits & Termination/Reopening :  
Benefits terminate 60 months from the date 
of injury or diagnosis of an Occupational 
Disease.  The worker may request reopening 
of medical benefits through a request and 
recommendation from the Department of  
Labor Medical Director and two other physi-
cians chosen by the department to review the 
request.  
Payments for medical services are based on 
the fee schedule in effect on the date of    
service, regardless of the date of injury.  
Medical fee schedules are frozen at rates 
effective 12/31/2010 through 6/30/2013. 
Utilization & Treatment guidelines apply for all 
injuries and OD claims after 7/1/2011. 
The Department of Labor may hire a medical 
director and may establish by rule an         
independent review of treatments denied by 
insurers.   

 

Settlement of Medical Benefits:  Provides for mutual 
agreement to settle all or a portion of future medical   
benefits on accepted claims (for all dates of injury ).    Will 
require rationale for the settlement and statement of best 
interest of the parties and signature and acknowledge-
ment by the worker.    
 

Choice of Treating Physician: 
A worker has the choice of physician to     
provide the initial treatment.  For further treat-
ment, the physician must agree to provide 
services in accordance with the fee schedule. 
The insurer may either approve the worker’s 
choice or designate a different treating     
physician to manage & coordinate care. 
The designated treating physician must be 
paid at 110% of the fee schedule and non-
treating providers are to be paid at 90%.  The 
provider that treats prior to the designation is 
paid at 100%. 

 
At this point in time, it is difficult to determine how all of 
these changes will impact the pool.  We anticipate it may 
be several years before the true impact will be known. 
 
 

 This October 12-14, the Montana Downtown    
Coalition is hosting the most comprehensive downtown   
development gathering in the state. The conference 
focuses on economic development, historic             
preservation, and local business support. 
 Topics include new market tax credits, e-marketing 
trends, events and fundraising, downtown beautifica-
tion and maintenance, board and membership         
development and retention, plus roundtable             
discussions, which will allow for plenty of idea-sharing 
among small and large communities. 
 Downtowns not only define each Montana        
community, but also represent a significant portion of 
each town’s taxable value, employment base, and 
commercial activity. In addition, our Main Streets are 
the social and cultural centers of our communities.   
Collectively, Montana’s downtown organizations invest 
more than $10 million a year into the state’s         
downtowns. This financial commitment leverages $40 
million of private and public investment into downtowns 
across the state. 
 Across the state, our downtowns have been      
preserved and enhanced by the efforts of committed 
organizations and professionals. From Billings to    
Missoula, and Bozeman to Kalispell, our communities 
benefit from the programs and advocacy of downtown 
associations, business improvement districts, tax     
increment districts, and Main Street program. 
 This year’s conference takes place at the Baxter 
Hotel and the Bozeman Public Library. Registration is 
$150. 
 Online registration begins August 1st. Please go to: 
www.downtownbozeman.org to register. For more   
information, please call 406-586-4008 or 406-841-
2756. 
 The Montana Downtown Conference is sponsored 
by the Montana Downtown Coalition, an organization 
comprised of the downtown associations of Helena, 
Billings, Great Falls, Kalispell, Bozeman, and Missoula, 
the Main Street programs of Butte and Stevensville, 
and the Montana Department of Commerce’s Main 
Street program. 

4 

http://www.downtownbozeman.org
http://www.downtownbozeman.org
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MACo News 
NACo Report 

By: Cynthia  
Johnson, Pondera County  

Commissioner 
 

 
 NACo Economic Development Steering Committee, 
Housing Subcommittee and Economic Development Subcom-
mittee meetings.  Saturday, July 16, 2010 
 NACo Community and Economic Development Housing 
Subcommittee met on July 16, 2011 in Portland Oregon with a 
presentation from the National Association of Home Builders 
VP of Governmental Affairs, Stephen Gallagher.  Mr.         
Gallagher is extremely concerned about the current political 
climate and the impasse that exists in Washington, DC      
regarding the debt ceiling.  He feels if we could turn this   
economy around completely, the housing economy will still 
take nearly a year to begin recovering. 
While housing starts have never been lower, down a million 
per year for the last three years, the good news remains that 
every new home built generates three full-time jobs.  Those 
jobs translate into wage and business income and taxes and 
revenue for local governments. 
  Foreclosed properties and distressed properties continue 
to impact neighborhoods and appraisals and Mr. Gallagher 
feels that Washington is attacking the housing industry 
through the threat to the mortgage interest deduction, housing 
finance system, qualified residential mortgages and access to 
credit.  There is some Federal level legislation pending to try 
to prevent appraisals of foreclosed properties from depending 
on comparable properties that are not in foreclosure.         
Fortunately, single family starts are beginning to grow across 
the country and the State of Montana is anticipated to be in 
the category of above 82% of normal housing production by 
the end of 2012. 
 The second presentation from the Acting Director of the 
Oregon Housing and Community Services, Rick Crager,    
focused on innovative solutions for affordable housing utilized 
by the State of Oregon.   Faced with the risk of loss of existing 
affordable housing, increased rent burden, increased       
homelessness, and high energy costs, the state of Oregon 
created some innovative partnerships between different levels 
of government, interested agencies, developers and housing 
advocates that resulted in the formation of the Oregon    
Housing Preservation  Project.  The outcome was the        
development of a new short term financing fund, the enhance-
ment of long term affordable housing finance and the partici-
pation in the Neighborhood Stabilization Program.  The project 
has had significant long term success since 2009 with the 
preservation of 1,433 housing units and the accompanying 
Federal housing subsidy contracts and the acquisition of 
housing units to benefit 250 low income families and 220 per-
manent supportive housing units to benefit the homeless.  The 
preservation project also targeted a key component of afford-
able housing, manufactured dwelling parks.  The state was 
able to preserve four such parks, impacting 175 housing 
spaces. 
 The Oregon Housing Preservation project has also     
provided an economic boost to the communities it served 
through the creation of jobs, business income, energy        

efficiency and affordability of the units preserved. 
 James Davenport, NACo staff, reminded the committee of 
the NACo webinars about foreclosure prevention and mitiga-
tion and introduced an issue brief regarding county’s efforts in 
dealing with foreclosures. 
 The housing subcommittee considered several resolu-
tions dealing with requests for continued or increased federal 
funding for housing and related programs. 
 The NACo Community and Economic Development Com-
mittee, Economic Development Subcommittee was informed 
by Columbia County, Oregon County Commissioner Tony 
Hyde and Tillamook County Commissioner Mark Labhart 
about the Oregon Solutions Program.  This community gov-
ernance process brings together the Oregon State govern-
ment, the Federal Government, and local government to solve 
the untenable polarizing issues.  The Oregon Solutions Pro-
gram is especially effective in mitigating the impact of natural 
disasters.  The program tackles projects/problems that are 
identified as a result of collaborative efforts of the different 
levels of government, businesses, non-profits and impacted 
individuals. Oregon Solutions attempts to establish integrated 
solutions that leverage the varied resources of the team mem-
bers involved and ultimately creates the action plan which 
requires by-in by those on the stakeholder team. Commission-
ers Hyde and Labhart also asserted that an effective program 
absolutely needs strong leadership at the city, county, state 
and federal levels, comprised of those individuals who have 
the power and will to make decisions. 
 The committee then had the opportunity to hear from Col-
leen Landkamer, Minnesota State Director of USDA Rural 
Development.  Ms. Landkamer shared that USDA was begin-
ning to hold public meetings across the nation to hear what 
works and doesn’t work with USDA Rural Development Pro-
grams.  She also briefly covered some of the programs, both 
housing and business related, that USDA Rural Development 
provides.  Colleen recommended developing and maintaining 
a relationship with State Directors where we reside. 
 The NACo Community & Economic Development Steer-
ing Committee began their meeting with a presentation by 
Cornerstone Partnership about their peer network of home 
ownership programs that assist folks in buying and maintain-
ing homes. 
 Mayor Peter Carroon, Salt Lake County, Utah introduced 
the Livable Communities Intergovernmental Advisory Group 
comprised of several organizational entities including League 
of Cities and Towns, NACo, and many others and invited the 
group to attend a forum to discuss the development of livable 
communities that will be held at the annual NACo conference 
this week. 
 John Murphy and Daria Daniel, NACo staff advisors to the 
Economic Development Committee, gave the legislative up-
date and resolutions relative to Economic Development issues 
were reviewed, discussed and passed.  Most resolutions were 
in support of increased or continued Federal funding for devel-
opment programs. 
 Sitting as Chairperson of the NACo Audit Committee, I 
also conducted the Audit Committee meeting and attended 
the Finance Committee meetings on Friday, July 15th.  The 
Board of Directors met on Sunday afternoon, Monday morning 
and Tuesday afternoon.  MACo’s representatives to the NACo 
Board of Directors include Mike Murray, Mike McGinley, and 
myself. 
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NACo Report 

By: Vic Miller, Blaine 
County Commissioner 

 
 
 

 I left July 13th for Billings where Bill and Mary  
Kennedy graciously opened their home to me in an 
effort to save MACo lodging expense. This also       
allowed me to attend the public meeting with Bill at the 
Laurel High School on the clean up of the oil spill in the 
Yellowstone River due to a break in the pipeline     
traversing the river. I was impressed with the EPA and 
the oil company’s response in the clean up. They 
seemed to work well together and communicated quite 
effectively. 
 Thursday, July 14, we flew to Portland and upon 
arrival, met up with the other members of the Montana 
contingency. 
 Friday, July 15, I had three sub-committees to sit 
on. First, I was on the County Tribal relations         
committee. While we did spend some time on pending 
lawsuits, the majority of time was spent discussing  
success stories on how counties and tribes are working 
together for positive results rather than at odds at each 
other. One thing is apparently clear. Where counties 
and tribes are working together, positive things are  
getting done and where counties and tribes at odds 
with each other, very little is getting accomplished. 
Things are different in other parts of this country, but I 
am glad at the progress we have shown locally within 
the State of Montana. The second subcommittee was 
on elections with guest speakers from Oregon that 
looked at both sides of the argument on mail by ballot 
elections. What was surprising is that both speakers 
saw some credibility to mail by ballot even though they 
both started out doubting that mail by ballot would 
work. They are both now convinced. Needless to say, 
Montana came up quite often in the discussion, given 
how both votes have turned out in the legislature over 
the last two sessions. The third sub-committee dealt 
with taxation issues. The main discussion dealt with 
how to tax on-line companies with the general         
consensus being that the home base of the seller 
should be used as a basis for taxation. While this 
would be a detriment to Montana buyers, I thought it 
would be an excellent incentive for businesses to    
locate to Montana as their home base. 
 Saturday, July 16 was a full committee meeting 
and based upon the previous days’ work, today was a 
quick reiteration of our work so that when resolutions 
are put before the entire membership for consideration, 
it should be an easy process. 

 Sunday, July 17th was the first general session with 
Bob Woodruff, ABC correspondent giving a speech on 
perseverance. Mr. Woodruff suffered a severe brain 
trauma in Iraq as one of the first embedded              
correspondents. His journey back to a level of        
functioning and the support he has gained was a     
stirring testimony to getting through tough times. 
 Monday, July 18, our second general session    
featured Mr. Ryan Alston. Ryan, as we remember, was 
the gentleman who was forced to cut his own arm off 
and is the subject for the movie, “127 hours”. His    
journey through tough times also served as a reminder 
that we are faced with obstacles every day and it is 
how we deal with those obstacles, that builds our  
character and is a matter of your own faith. While both 
general sessions featured other speakers, our main 
speakers were most impressive. 
Tuesday July 19, was the final general session and our 
business meeting. With virtually no surprises, the    
session went smooth. Linda Langston, from Iowa, was 
voted on as the NACo second vice-president. 
 Wednesday, July 20, was travel day home. It was 
long week, but the committee work is something I truly 
enjoy. I did attend workshops on various subjects. I 
attended a workshop on excellence in the workplace. It 
was put together well, but it was not what I expected. I 
also attended a workshop on getting youth involved in 
your community. This does not extend just to the youth 
groups, but to youth leaders, including those kids that 
are leaders of groups that we deal with in our court 
systems more so than a 4-H club. This workshop had a 
lot to offer for me as I try to figure out how to get kids 
involved in civic responsibility and get them to feel 
ownership in their communities. I also attended     
workshops on the redistricting now that the 2010    
census is over. Having been through a redistricting  
effort before, I am intrigued by the amount of counties 
that probably should look at their current voting districts 
and make sure they are in compliance. 
 Generally, I thought the workshops could have 
been “weightier” than year’s past. However, the best 
thing about NACo is the chance to visit with fellow 
county officials and discuss what is going on in various 
parts of the country and gaining ideas. Portland itself 
was very friendly and I was amazed at their thorough, 
yet accessible public transit system. 
 Thank you for the opportunity to serve. Vic Miller, 
Blaine County, Montana Association of Reservation 
Counties 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  -  July 29, 2011      Contact:  Steve Becker, 406-587-6828 
                            steve.becker@mt.usda.gov 
 

NRCS Sets Sept. 30 Deadline to Apply for Flood Assistance 

 BOZEMAN, Mont., July 29, 2011– The USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) will accept Emergency Water-

shed Protection program applications for flood recovery assistance until Sept. 30, 2011. 

 “Montana was ravaged by flood damages this spring, and we have worked with many county, tribal, and conservation district 

sponsors to assess potential projects for the Emergency Watershed Protection program,” said Joyce Swartzendruber, NRCS state 

conservationist for Montana. “While we have provided some protection from future events, we want to make sure that all potential 

sponsors have an opportunity to sign up for the program.” 

 To date, the NRCS has obligated $1.7 million for emergency flood recovery projects across the state. The Federal agency is 

working with public and private partners to identify the full scope of flood damage and prepare flood stabilization and protection pro-

jects. 

 The Emergency Watershed Protection (EWP) program helps landowners, operators, and individuals implement emergency 

measures to stabilize damaged sites, protect infrastructure, and prevent future damages by flood water.  Eligible practices include 

the removal of sediment and debris in channels to restore hydraulic capacity; repair of irrigation canals and drainage ditches to re-

store function; stabilization of slopes and embankments to prevent massive soil erosion and excessive runoff;  removal of structures 

and obstructions that impede or impair the floodplain; disposal of animal carcasses from watercourses; and protection of public and 

private roads, culverts, and bridges to preserve emergency routes and prevent closures. 

 The Federal government shares the cost with a project sponsor (usually 75 percent Federal) through a project sponsor agree-

ment. Project sponsors are ultimately responsible for the 25 percent local match, construction cost overruns and long-term mainte-

nance of emergency recovery measures. Project sponsors often ask the direct beneficiaries or individuals to cover these responsi-

bilities through formal side agreements. 

 EWP assistance must be requested through an eligible project sponsor. A project sponsor can be a state agency or a legal 

subdivision chartered under state law, which may include the following: cities, counties, soil conservation districts, and irrigation 

districts. A Native American Tribe or a Tribal organization also can be a project sponsor. 

 Steve Becker, NRCS state conservation engineer, is aware of the benefits and limitations of the EWP program. “The EWP pro-

gram presents an opportunity to work with technical specialists to stabilize damaged sites, protect infrastructure, and prevent future 

damages by flood water,” he said. “However, the program is not a reimbursement program to fund repairs and restore equity in per-

sonal property and was not designed to build levees or repair private levees, which are prevalent in many parts of the state.” 

 The NRCS has worked closely with the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) on disaster recovery to ensure their 

programs complement each other. FEMA has been authorized to provide public assistance through reimbursement to restore ca-

pacity and function to public works and public infrastructure. According to Becker, NRCS can work on private property to stabilize 

and protect infrastructure owned by individuals. 

Sponsors can request EWP assistance through NRCS field offices located in each county and tribal reservation. Office 
locations can be found at www.mt.nrcs.usda.gov/contact/offices/. More information is available on the Web at 
www.mt.nrcs.usda.gov/technical/eng/ewp/. 

http://www.mt.nrcs.usda.gov/contact/offices/
http://www.mt.nrcs.usda.gov/technical/eng/ewp/
mailto:steve.becker@mt.usda.gov
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County looks to using  
Facebook & Twitter 
By: Wes Venteicher, Enterprise Staff Writer 

 

 Park County officials plan to take a cautious step 
into the future by using social media to communicate 
with area residents during emergency situations. 
 Officials will likely soon begin posting notices, 
including road closures, flood warnings and weather 
information, on Facebook and Twitter, said Park 
County Commissioner Chairman Randy Taylor. 
 “We’re not going to dive into the technology age, 
but there are things out there that will work for us,” 
Taylor said. 
 Park County Disaster and Emergency Services 
will use social media for the notifications as part of a 
pilot phase before other county departments start 
using it, he said. 
 Recent flooding on the Yellowstone River 
prompted DES officials to consider ways to more 
quickly and effectively communicate with area     
residents about conditions in their neighborhoods, 
DES Coordinator Belinda Van Nurden said. 
 “It’s just something I have to get a grip on and 
realize what the possibilities are,” she said. 
 Increase traffic during the incidents to the DES 
web page, which provides resources on flood  
preparation and other topics, indicated to officials 
that area residents are indeed using the Internet to 
learn about local events, she said. 
 Park County Information Technology started 
tracking visitor data in late February, IT Technician 
Terri Chambers wrote in an email. Site traffic has 
increased each month beginning in March, when the 
site received 2,934 visits. The number increased to 
4,190 in April,. 4, 558 in May and 4,610 in June. 
 DES received the go-ahead to use social media 
during a meeting with commissioners. 
 Van Nurden said she recently opened a Face-
book account to get a feel for the service. She ex-
pressed some concern about the relatively small  
audience she expects the department to be able to 
initially reach. 
 Van Nurden hopes to reach a greater number of 
people with social media, and expects people will 
turn to the service during natural disasters. She   
expects fire season to be the next local event in 
which the department could improve services to the 
public using social media. 
 As the county works to develop an overarching 

social media policy, officials are taking every    
precaution, Taylor said. The policy will need to be 
approved by Montana Association of Counties, 
through with Park County is insured, he said. 
 MACo representative Jack Holstrom, reached 
by phone, said he had not yet heard of any     
Montana county adopting specific social media 
policies. 
 Commissioners are working with Park County 
Human Resources to develop a policy that will  
allow various county departments to inform the 
public of meetings and other details, Taylor said. 
Social media will not be used to communicate 
among county offices, he said. 
 “We’re not so big we can’t walk down the hall 
inside the building,” he said, referring to             
interdepartmental communication. 

               
               Community Volunteers 
        Make This a Great  Place 

                       Bill Kennedy 
                      Yellowstone County 

                       Commissioner 
 
 Every time we turn around, we have community vol-
unteers stepping up to the plate. Last year we had a tor-
nado and the community came out and helped clean up. 
This year we have more water than we’ve seen in years 
with the rivers running high, flooding and creating lots of 
problems. We needed sandbags filled, and volunteers 
came forward to help. I would like to thank the church vol-
unteers and other volunteers for giving time out of their 
day to fill over 5,500 sandbags to keep out  flood waters. 
 It’s people like these many, many volunteers who 
worked at the Red Cross shelter, helped neighbors sand-
bag to protect their homes and the many people who 
went out of their way to donate money and clothing to 
help people in need.  Thanks to all of you who make Yel-
lowstone County the best place to live! 
 

http://www.co.yellowstone.mt.gov/images/images08/Logo2.gif
mailto:info@djanda.com
http://www.djanda.com
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MACo Launches New Website 
By Shantil Siaperas, MACo Legislative Coordinator 

 

 Montana Association of 
Counties has launched a 
new website, which is offi-
cially live online.  The new 
website can be found at 
http://www.mtcounties.org.  
 There are many differ-
ences on the new site 
aside from its fresh, more 
update-to-date look.  One 
major change is that the 
website is now a database-
driven content manage-
ment system, which makes 
it possible to customize the 
look and functionality more 
quickly, as well as add up-
dates more often due to 
the ease of functionality.  
 A few additions to the 
website are listed below: 

Site-Wide Search:  At 
the top right of the 
website, you can enter 
a few keywords into 
the text box and click 
the search button.This 
then pops   you over
to  a  page with  a  list
of    clickable    options.  
Here,  you  can  do  an 
“Advanced Search” 
and refine the results 
even further.
 
Drop-Down Naviga-
tion:  The main naviga-
tion at the top of the 
site includes a few 
drop-down menus.  
T h e s e  e x t e n d e d 
menus are marked with 
downward facing ar-
rows.  If you just hover 
over them with your 
mouse, you will see 
additional menu items.  
This  funct iona l i t y 
makes it easier to find 
pages on the website. 

Side Menus:  Each main 
section of the site 
(Counties, MACo Info, 
News, Legislative, Insur-
ance, etc.) contains a side 
menu at the top in the left 
column that pertains to its 
particular section.  These 
side menus allow you to 
further delve into the con-
tent of the website to find 
the pages you need  even 

more effectively.   
Bottom Navigation:  At 
the bottom of the site is a 
navigation  system    that
again  helps  you  to  find 
the  content for which  you 
seek,    by  breaking   the 
main sections of the  site 
into   even   more   simple,
clickable chunks.  

Three Columns: You’ll 
notice that the website 
went from two columns to 
three.  This allows us to 
put the most recent con-
tent in the larger center 
column.  We can then util-
ize the left and right col-
umns for important links/
information; therefore, 
making it even easier for 
you to find the content 
that you require.   

 These  are just a few  new 
pieces   available   on   the  site. 
We are excited about being able 
to add to it, tweak it, and keep it 
current in a much more efficient 
manner.  If you have any feed- 
back, or  are having  difficulties
finding     certain      information,  
please let us know by contacting
Shantil       Siaperas:      (email)                                
macoleg@mtcounties.org
(phone) 406-449-4360. 
 
 The website is still very 
new and will continue to de-
velop and improve, so if you 
have any suggestions, please 
let us know! 

mailto:macoleg@mtcounties.org
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CONSULTING • CONSTRUCTION                                                         

ENERGY • FACILITY SERVICES 

mckinstry.com  406-214-3500 

http://www.rpa-hln.com
mailto:michael.e.enzler@jci.com
http://www.mckinstry.com
http://www.ameresco.com
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MACo Employee Profile 
Maureen Lennon, Associate Legal Counsel 

                 
 

 
Spouse’s name and time  
together: Be more specific  
 
Children’s names and 
ages: Lee J., 30 and  Chris-
topher, 28 

              

Occupation and years at current occupation: 
Attorney for 22 years 
 
Profession before current occupation: News   
anchor / reporter 
 
Education: JD, University of Montana School of 
Law 
 
Biggest challenge you’ve ever faced: My fifties 
 
Two people, alive or not, you would like to have 
dinner with: Ronnie Van Zant and my Dad 
 
Surprising fact about you:  I lived in Guantanamo 
Bay, Cuba 

Most adventurous thing you’ve ever done: I hope 
I haven’t done it yet 

Favorite TV show: Snapped 

A turning point in your life: Having children 

A book you’ve read twice (or more): “Green Eggs 
and Ham” 

The job you wanted at age 18:  News anchor and 
a recurring role on “Days of Our Lives” 

Favorite movie:   Anything not starring Angelina 
Jolie 

Person(s) who had the biggest influence on you/
your life, and why: My kids - they expand and   
enhance every aspect of my life.  My dog Charlie - 
everyday he teaches me to be a better human. 

 

 

Commissioner Profile 
Andy Hunthausen, Lewis & Clark County 

 

Spouse’s name and time  
together: Pam Ponich-Hunthausen, 
Married for 16 years on the 25th of 
August 
 
Children’s names and ages: 
Max 14 and Ben 11 
 
Occupation and years at current 
occupation: County Commissioner 
for 4 1/2 years. 
 
Profession before current occupation: School Coun-
selor and Teacher, Licensed Clinical Professional Coun-
selor 
 
Education: BS in Education from U of M Missoula,  
Masters of Education in Counseling and Development 
from MSU-Northern 
 
Biggest challenge you’ve ever faced:  I built my own 
house and it is still standing 
 
Two people, alive or not, you would like to have din-
ner with:  JFK and John Adams 
 

Surprising fact about you:  I am addicted to Popcorn 
 
Most adventurous thing you’ve ever done: Trained 
and participated in a Triathlon: 1 mile swim, 30K bike ride 
and a 5k run and/or ran for election to the L & C Commis-
sion. 
 
Favorite TV show: Closer 
 
A turning point in your life: Marriage and Children 
 
A book you’ve read twice (or more): “The Little Don-
key” (Great children’s book) 
 
The job you wanted at age 18:  Teacher and Coach at a 
local high school 
 
Favorite movie:   “Raiders of the Lost Ark” 
 
Person(s) who had the biggest influence on you/your 
life, and why: My parents (Tony and Harriet Hun-
thausen): They are wonderful examples...They had 9 kids 
(all have graduated from college - 6 with advanced de-
grees)..I am lucky number 7; They always seem to do the 
right thing and be the best people they can be; They are 
just good to everyone; They never had any money yet 
they live a happy and wonderful life; They have been 
married for 63 years and live in the same house since 
1960. They are the definition of stability, integrity and all 
around goodness. 
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Disaster Recovery 
Are you Prepared? 

By: Mike Felten, Account Manager 
Morrison-Maierle SYSTEMS Corp. 

 

 Over the last 5 to 7 years, Montana’s city and 
county governments have placed more reliance on 
computers for their day to day operation. However, 
with the state budget limitations as they are, many of 
the computers currently in use by these entities are 
beyond their design life and are more prone to     
failure. Data backup is an insurance plan; therefore 
having a solid data backup program is no longer an 
option, but a prudent business practice.   
 So what constitutes an effective backup plan? 
The answer to that depends on a number of factors, 
but regardless of the size and complexity of your 
computer network, the key following components are 
essential to a good backup program: 
 

Redundancy 
Security 
Manageability 
Reliability 

 
 The first and most obvious function of a backup 
solution is to provide redundancy of your data. 
Safety of your financial information, personnel      
records, GIS data, etc. in the event of a hardware 
failure or virus attack certainly affords peace of 
mind. The optimal redundancy scenario is to have 
an on-site copy of your information as well as an off-
site copy. The reason being, if the backup is stored 
on the same machine as the original information and 
they are both destroyed, you have no backup!      
Unfortunately, many users fall into one of two     
mindsets; they either believe data loss will never 
happen to them OR they believe in data backup, but 
fail to make it a high enough priority. Ask anyone 
who has an effective and reliable data backup plan 
in place and they will tell you how relieved they are 
because of it. 
 A close partner to redundancy is security. Your 
data is secure because it is backed up properly, and 
if done correctly, it should also have security     
measures inherent. For example; if your data is 
backed up online, then there should be security   
protocols in place during the upload and download 
as well as while in storage. On the other hand, if 
your information is contained on some sort of     

portable media, then it should be password          
protected in the event it is lost or stolen. Either way, 
data security is an important component when    
planning/implementing your backup program. 
 Manageability is another critical aspect of an  
effective backup. Things like automation and ease of 
data restores should be considered. If a backup   
solution is fully automated, a “set-and-forget” stance 
can be taken, but       periodic test restores should 
still be performed to ensure data integrity. Some  
external hard drives have integrated software for    
automation, but restoring the recovered data to a 
new computer can be a chore, so do a bit of         
research before you implement a solution. If you find 
yourself struggling trying to configure a new or     
current backup, spend a little money and have a 
competent technician set everything up. It is usually 
a onetime fee that would be overshadowed by the 
cost of a data recovery effort. 
 The last component of an effective backup     
solution is reliability. If only a fraction of your stored 
data can be recovered, or the backup is effective 
only 50% of the time, you are playing roulette with 
your information. Thumb drives and CDs are        
frequently used for backing up smaller amounts of 
information. While they are great for transporting 
data from one location to another, they are neither 
secure nor reliable as data failure is a common  
problem with both. When small amounts of data 
need to be backed up, an online solution is a more 
effective, low cost alternative.  
 Obviously every computer network has varying 
requirements when considering a proper data 
backup solution. In addition to the items mentioned 
above they may include capacity, acceptable down 
time, speed of recovery, cost, etc. Regardless of 
whether the network consists of 1 computer or 100, 
the fact remains that anyone with important data on 
their computer(s) should implement an applicable 
data backup solution.  

http://www.getsystems.net


 
 

21 3rd Street North, Suite 500 
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MACo HCT 
 

A Cost Effective Alternative for  
Employee Benefits 

 

(406) 443-8102  (Helena)   
(406) 535-6893 (Lewistown) 

 

Pam Walling - pwalling@mtcounties.org 

Alyce Bailey - abailey@mtcounties.org 

Laurie Goltry - lgoltry@mtcounties.org    

    Website: www.macohct.com 

 

MACo Risk 
Management 
& Training 

 
  Emelia McEwen       &    Fred Hansen, PSE 

Sr. Loss Control Specialist                Loss Control Specialist 
 

Phone: (406) 449-4370 

http://www.uscommunities.org
mailto:jholstrom@mtcounties.org
http://www.mtagc.org/docs/mpw-order-form.pdf
http://www.dorsey.com
mailto:pwalling@mtcounties.org
mailto:abailey@mtcounties.org
mailto:lgoltry@mtcounties.org
http://www.macohct.com


15 

MACo News seeks  
your suggestions 

 
 Every month, the MACo staff strives to publish 
a helpful and insightful newsletter in MACo News, 
and to make it an indispensable source of informa-
tion for county elected officials. 
 As part of our efforts to continuously improve 
the News, we welcome any suggestions or com-
ments from our readers. We’ll even be glad to con-
sider any story ideas, too, as long as it benefits our 
readers. 
 To talk to someone directly or to submit a note 
regarding MACo News, please contact Sharon    
W ilson at  449-4360 or by e-mai l : 
maco@mtcounties.org. 

MACo News 
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NACo Webinar 

August 17th - 2:00 PM  EST (Members Only) 
Use Hazard Mitigation Funding Opportuni-

ties to Strengthen Your Community 
  
 The Hazard Mitigation Assistance grant   
programs provide funding for your eligible     
mitigation activities that reduce disaster losses 
and protect life and property from future disaster 
damages.  Join this webinar to learn how your 
county can use its Hazard Mitigation Plan to  
apply for funds to strengthen the community 
against future disasters. 
 
 

mailto:Ag1365@att.com
http://www.att.com
http://www.m-m.net
mailto:maco@mtcounties.org
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2011 Directory of Montana County Officials Corrections/updates 

 
Beaverhead County -  New e-mails are: Tom Rice, trice@beaverheadcounty.org, Garth Haugland,                    

ghaugland@beaverheadcounty.org, Mike McGinley, mmcginley@beaverheadcounty.org ,         
Attorney Jed C. Fitch, jfitch@beaverheadcounty.org 

 
Cascade County -  New Clerk of District Court is Faye McWilliams, e-mail is fmcwilliams@mt.gov 
 
Daniels County - Safety Coordinator is Lee Humbert 
 
Gallatin County - Remove Janell Barber as Safety Coordinator (No replacement) 
 
Glacier County - Sheriff Vernon “Napi” Billedeaux’s phone number has changed to 873-2711 
 
Granite County - Remove Amy Edwards as Safety Coordinator (No replacement) 
 
Hill County – New school Superintendent is Diane McLean, e-mail is mcleand@co.hill.mt.us 
 
Lincoln County – Lincoln County has a whole new phone system. New phone numbers are:  County 

Commissioners general number 293-7781, Marianne Roose 283-2318, Anthony Berget 293-1776, 
Ron Downey 283-2319, Executive Assistant Bill Bischoff 283-2310, County Attorney Bernard 
Cassidy 293-2717, Clerk & Recorder Tammy Lauer 283-2300, Clerk of Court Susan Farmer 283-
2340, County Coroner Steven Schnackenberg 293-3235, Justice of the Peace (Libby) Jay Shef-
field 283-2412, Public Administrator Patricia Noble 283-2341, School Superintendent Ronald Hig-
gins 283-2451, Sheriff Roby Bowe 293-4112, Treasurer Nancy Trotter Higgins 283-2401. 

 
McCone County – New e-mail for Sheriff Dave Harris is dharris@mcso.com, New e-mail for  Connie 

Eissinger is ceissngr@midrivers.com 
 
Meagher County – Attorney Kimberly Deschene’s phone number has changed to 547-2351, new  
 e-mail is kimberlydeschene@gmail.com 
   
Ravalli County – New Treasurer is Marie Keeton, Attorney Bill Fulbright’s e-mail is  
 wfulbright@rc.mt.gov 
 
Rosebud County – County e-mail has changed to rcc@rosebudcountymt.com 
 
Sanders County – Coroner Kathy Harris’ phone number has changed to 827-4868 
 
Sweet Grass County – New e-mails are:  Sheriff Daniel Tronrud, sgsheriff@itstriangle.com, County 

Commissioners, sgcommish@itstriangle.com, Clerk & Recorder Sherry Bjorndal, 
sgclerk1@itstriangle.com, County Attorney Pat Dringman, sgcountyatty@itstriangle.com, Treas-
urer Jane Stene, sgtreas2@itstriangle.com 

 
Toole County - Sheriff Donna Matoon’s new name is Donna Whitt and e-mail is                          

tcsheriff1@3rivers.net 
 
Yellowstone County  - New Clerk & Recorder is Jeff Martin, new e-mail address is  
 jmartin@co.yellowstone.mt.gov 
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 You arrive at your hotel and check in at the front desk. When checking in, you give the front desk your 
credit card (for all the charges for your room). You get to your room and settle in. 
 
 Someone calls the front desk and asked for; example Room 620 (which happens to be your room). 

MACo News 
Arthur J. Gallagher  

200 S. Orange Avenue, Suite 1350 
Orlando, FL 32801 

 
(800) 524-0191, Ext. 3512 

www.ajg.com 

We are a leader in providing Risk Management solutions to Public Entity and Scholastic 

organizations. We provide: 

First Dollar or Deductible Programs 
Pools, Captives, or Risk Retention Groups 

Large or small, we’ll be your partner in providing Risk Management services for your Public Entity. 

Be Careful Your Property Does Not Contain A Failure To Maintain Clause 
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Judge: Little Nashville Opry isn't due insurance money for fire damage  
[Herald-Times, Bloomington, Ind.] 

      July 08--NASHVILLE -- When the pipes supplying water to the Little Nashville Opry's sprinkler system froze and burst in 
December 2006, the owners received $10,482 from their insurance company to fix the plumbing. 
But the repairs never were made. Instead, the pipes were disconnected, cut off and capped, preventing water from flowing 
through them to sprinkler heads in the ceiling. 
      So when an arson fire broke out just after hundreds of patrons left a country music show the night of Sept. 19, 2009, the 
failed sprinkler system did not engage. Fire quickly spread through the wooden structure, destroying the building. 
      And because owner Esther Hamilton and manager James Bowyer did not maintain the sprinkler system as required by a 
contract with Indiana Insurance Co., they will receive no insurance payoff from the $3 million fire. 
In a ruling issued in Brown Circuit Court, Judge Judith Stewart determined the Opry failed to maintain the sprinkler system 
as its contract required and that the insurer "has no obligation to pay insurance proceeds under the contract of insurance for 
the fire loss of Sept. 19, 2009." 
     According to court documents in the insurance case, the Opry's sprinkler system was totally disabled except for a small 
section in the northwest corner of the attic. Areas that had no sprinkler protection included one-fourth of the office space, all 
areas under and over the stage, the entertainers' dressing room, the corridors leading to the dressing room area and the 
men's room and the hallway outside. 
The sprinkler system had a history of leaking, the insurance company's lawyers claimed, and the fix was to cap the pipes to 
stop the flow of water. A 2006 Saturday night gospel show featuring the Crabb Family and the Wray Brothers was moved to 
the Brown County High School gymnasium after the sprinkler system went off unexpectedly and damaged the Opry's      
interior. 
     The sprinkler system apparently was in working order in 2008, or thought to be, because the Opry passed an April 8 
state fire inspection that year. The only violations found then were two burnt-out light bulbs in exit signs that the manager 
replaced that same day. 
     But the Opry was operating in violation of state law in 2009, because Hamilton and Bowyer did not apply for or receive 
an entertainment permit, which requires an inspection by the state fire marshal's office. 
The arson investigation has stalled; no one has been charged with setting the fire, which was fueled by a flammable liquid 
poured on the floor near the stage. 
Neither Hamilton nor Bowyer could be reached for comment on the recent developments relating to the fire. 
Still up in the air is the status of refunds for music lovers who had purchased tickets for shows that never took the stage  
because of the fire. Hundreds of ticket holders may be out of luck, despite a lawsuit filed by the Indiana Attorney General's 
Office on their behalf. 
     There was hope ticket refunds might come from insurance proceeds, but that can't happen now. Hamilton and Bowyer 
face other financial troubles as well. According to the Brown County Treasurer's Office, Hamilton owes the county more than 
$80,000 in business and property taxes. 
 

 

http://www.ajg.com
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Order  your 2011 MACo                 

Directory of Montana Officials 

updated with newly elected  

officials! 

 
 

 

 

Go to www.mtcounties.org  to  

order & pay online 
 

OR    

      

Send order & payment to: 

 

MACo 

2715 Skyway Dr. , Suite A 

 Helena, MT 59602 

Attn: Sharon 

NOW ONLY 

$15.00 

Just for Fun 
The Origin of Coffee 

 
 Coffee is a brewed beverage with a dark, bitter flavor 
prepared from the roasted seeds of the coffee plant, collo-
quially called coffee beans. The beans are found in coffee 
cherries, which grow on trees cultivated in over 70 coun-
tries, primarily in equatorial Latin America, Southeast 
Asia, South Asia and Africa. Green (unroasted) coffee is 
one of the most traded agricultural commodities in the 
world. Coffee can have a stimulating effect on humans 
due to its caffeine content. It is one of the most-consumed 
beverages in the world. 
 Coffee has played a crucial role in many societies. 
The energizing effect of the coffee bean plant is thought 
to have been discovered in the northeast region of Ethio-
pia, and the culti- vation of coffee 
first expanded in the Arab world. 
The  ea r l i es t credible evidence 
of coffee drinking appears in the 
middle of the 15th century, in the 
Sufi monasteries of Yemen in 
southern Arabia. From the Muslim 
world, coffee spread to Italy, 
then to the rest of Europe, to Indo-
nesia, and to the Americas. In East 
A f r i c a  a n d Yemen, it was 
used in religious ceremonies. As a 
result, the Ethiopian Church banned its secular consump-
tion, a ban in effect until the reign of Emperor Menelik II of 
Ethiopia. It was banned in Ottoman Turkey during the 
17th century for political reasons, and was associated 
with rebellious political activities in Europe. 
 Coffee berries, which contain the coffee seeds or 
"beans", are produced by several species of small       
evergreen bush of the genus Coffea. The two most com-
monly grown are the highly regarded Coffea arabica, and 
the 'robusta' form of the hardier Coffea canephora. The 
latter is resistant to the devastating coffee leaf rust 
(''Hemileia vastatrix''). Once ripe, coffee berries are 
picked,         processed, and dried. The seeds are then 
roasted to varying degrees, depending on the desired 
flavor. They are then ground and brewed to create coffee. 
Coffee can be prepared and presented in a variety of 
ways. 
 An important export commodity, coffee was the top 
agricultural export for twelve countries in 2004, and it was 
the world's seventh-largest legal agricultural export by 
value in 2005. Some controversy is associated with coffee 
cultivation and its impact on the environment. Many stud-
ies have examined the relationship between coffee     
consumption and certain health conditions; whether the 
overall effects of coffee are ultimately positive or negative 
has been widely disputed. The method of brewing coffee 
has been found to be important to its health effects. 

MACRS 32nd  
Annual Spring Conference 

 

March 26 - 29 
2012 

 
Best Western Heritage Inn, Great Falls 

 
Please contact: Eric Griffin,  

Lewis & Clark County Road Supervisor 
at: 

447-1636 for more information 
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Beverage
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coffee_bean
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Latin_America
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Southeast_Asia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Southeast_Asia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_Asia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Africa
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Caffeine
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ethiopia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ethiopia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arab
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sufism
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yemen
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indonesia
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Menelik_II_of_Ethiopia
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Evergreen
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Genus
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coffea_canephora
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http://www.mtcounties.org
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MACo News 
Emelia’s Safety Corner 

 Safety tip of the Month 

Symptoms 

Rapid heart beat 
Heavy sweating 
Extreme weakness or fatigue 
Dizziness 
Nausea, vomiting 
Irritability 
Fast, shallow breathing 
Slightly elevated body temperature 

First Aid 

Rest in a cool area. 

Drink plenty of water or other cool beverages. 

Take a cool shower, bath, or sponge bath. 
Heat Cramps 

Affect workers who sweat a lot during strenuous activity. Sweating 
depletes the body’s salt and moisture levels. 

Symptoms 

Muscle cramps, pain, or spasms in the abdomen, arms or 
legs 

First Aid 

Stop all activity, and sit in a cool place. 

Drink clear juice or a sports beverage, or drink water with 
food. 

Avoid salt tablets. 

Do not return to strenuous work for a few hours after the 
cramps subside. 

Seek medical attention if you have the following: heart 
problems, are on a low-sodium diet, or if the cramps do 
not subside within one hour. 

Protect Yourself  

Avoid heavy exertion, extreme heat, sun exposure, and high humid-
ity when possible. When these cannot be avoided, take the follow-
ing preventative steps: 

Monitor your physical condition and that of your coworkers 
for signs or symptoms of heat illnesses. 

Wear light-colored, loose-fitting, breathable clothing such 
as cotton.  

Avoid non-breathable synthetic clothing 

Gradually build up to heavy work. 

Schedule heavy work during the coolest parts of day. 

Take more breaks when doing heavier work, and in high 
heat and humidity.  

Take breaks in the shade or a cool area. 

Drink water frequently. Drink enough water that you never 
become thirsty. 

Be aware that protective clothing or personal protective 
equipment may increase the risk of heat-related illnesses. 

Heat Stress 

 Workers who are exposed to extreme heat or work in 
hot environments may be at risk of heat stress. Exposure 
to extreme heat can result in occupational illnesses and 
injuries. Heat stress can result in heat stroke, heat       
exhaustion, heat cramps, or heat rashes. Heat can also 
increase the risk of injuries in workers as it may result in 
sweaty palms, fogged-up safety glasses, and dizziness. 
Burns may also occur as a result of accidental contact 
with hot surfaces or steam. 
 Workers at risk of heat stress include outdoor workers 
and workers in hot environments such as firefighters,  
bakery workers, farmers, construction workers, miners, 
boiler room workers, factory workers, and others. Workers 
at greater risk of heat stress include those who are 65 
years of age or older, are overweight, have heart disease 
or high blood pressure, or take medications that may be 
affected by extreme heat.  
 Prevention of heat stress in workers is important.  
Employers should provide training to workers so they  
understand what heat stress is, how it affects their health 
and safety, and how it can be prevented.  
 

NIOSH Fast Facts: Protecting 
 Yourself from Heat Stress 

 

Heat stress, from exertion or hot environments, places workers at 
risk for illnesses such as heat stroke, heat exhaustion, or heat 
cramps. 

Heat Stroke 
A condition that occurs when the body becomes unable to control its 
temperature, and can cause death or permanent disability. 
Symptoms 

High body temperature 

Confusion 

Loss of coordination 

Hot, dry skin or profuse sweating 

Throbbing headache 

Seizures, coma 
First Aid 

Request immediate medical assistance. 

Move the worker to a cool, shaded area. 
Remove excess clothing and apply cool water to their 
body. 

 
Heat Exhaustion 
The body’s response to an excessive loss of water and salt, usually 
through sweating. 
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Cascade County 
 Cascade County 
commissioners awarded 
a $1.2 million contract to 
United Materials of Great 
Falls to pave  Black  Ea-
gle Road which is cur-
rently a gravel road. 
 County officials said 
improvements to Black  
Eagle Road are neces-
sary to accommodate 
truck   traffic as industrial 
development increases 
north of Great Falls. 
 About a mile of the 
road, from U.S. Highway 
87 to the Malteurop malt 
plant, will be paved in the 
current project, county 
Public Works Director 
Brian Clifton said. 
 The work includes left 
and right turn lanes on 
Highway 87 to make 
turns safer at the inter-
section. 
 “We’re improving it 
for all the industrial devel-
opment out there,” Clifton 
said. 
 Commissioner Joe 
Briggs said Black eagle 
Road meets U.S. 87 at 
an angle, making turns 
unsafe. 
 The portion of the 
road that will be up-
graded will serve as the 
northern half of a 2 to 3 
mile loop that eventually 
will connect U.S. 87 and 
33rd Avenue Northeast. 
The project is part of an 
integrated traffic plan for 
industrial traffic develop-
ment in the county and 
city, Briggs said. 
 

Gallatin County 
 On Saturday, June 
25th, the Gallatin/Big Sky 
Noxious Weed Commit-
tee and Trout Unlimited 
held the third annual 
weed pull and river clean-
up day in Gallatin      

Anaconda-Deer 
Lodge County 

 The county is consider-
ing establishing a new 
parking ordinance aimed at 
reducing the congestion of 
the streets of Anaconda. 
 Although, proposed 
Ordinance No. 223 sets 
forth guidelines for parking, 
it does not specifically ad-
dress parking requirements 
for camp and recreation 
trailers that are not 
equipped with a motor. 
 Proposed Ordinance 
No. 223, which is in compli-
ance with state law and 
was drafted by Assistant 
Police Chief Bill Sather, 
specifies that motor vehi-
cles cannot park in front of 
public or private driveways, 
within 20 ft. of a fire hy-
drant. 
 It also stipulates no 
parking within 50 ft. of a 
railroad crossing and 20 ft. 
of a fire station’s driveway. 
 It also calls for vehicles 
to be parked within 18 
inches of the curb. 
 Parallel parking will be 
the “rule” in Anaconda, ex-
cept for areas where busi-
nesses have angle parking 
that was in existence on 
July 1, 2011. 
 The new ordinance 
prohibits parking a vehicle 
on a city street for longer 
than five days without be-
ing moved. 
 It also stipulates that 
vehicles that are being sold 
may not be parked with a 
“For Sale” sign in the win-
dow on any property that 
the owner of the vehicle 
does not have a legal inter-
est. 
 A public hearing re-
garding the proposed park-
ing ordinance has been set 
for Tuesday, August 9th at 
6 p.m. in the courtroom at 
the county courthouse. 

Canyon. 
 Twenty-eight volun-
teers from the weed  
c o m m i t t e e ,  T r o u t    
Un l im i ted ,  Ga l la t in      
National Forest Service, 
Gallatin County Weed 
District , and master    
gardener students helped 
set a new record by    
collecting 1,060 pounds 
of noxious weeds. 
 Volunteers met at the 
Castle Rock Inn in the 
Gallatin Canyon for a 
light breakfast and then 
split up into two teams to 
collect trash and noxious 
weeds. Due to the high 
river flows, certain loca-
tions were either inacces-
sible or too dangerous, 
so organizers selected 
Portal Creek Flats and 
the pullout at the canyon 
entrance as the two prior-
ity areas. These two sites 
were visited last year, 
and returning volunteers    
notice fewer weeds due 
to their efforts. This trend 
will likely continue as 
over a half ton of noxious 
weeds were collected, 
bagged, and disposed of 
this year. 
 

Lewis & Clark 
County 

 The Lewis and Clark 
Library’s Big Read pro-
gram this year will heat 
up     autumn with Ray 
Bradbury’s science fiction 
novel “Fahrenheit 451.” 
 The program will offi-
cially kick off on Septem-
ber 24th at 6:00 p.m. at 
the library. Activities 
throughout the month 
long program include a 
sci-fi film festival; lectures 
from Robert Woods, a 
Bradbury scholar; MSU 
professor and NASA ro-
bot competition winner 

Hunter Lloyd; and artist 
Tim Hamilton, who trans-
lated the book into a 
graphic novel, as well as 
numerous book discus-
sions. 
 The library is one of 76 
across the nation to re-
ceive a grant from the Na-
tional Endowment for the 
Arts in 2100. Library Direc-
tor Judy Hart said the 
$17,000 grant allows the 
library to purchase 3,000 
copies of the classic novel 
to distribute to program 
participants in addition to 
organizing activities revolv-
ing around the novel.  
 

Missoula County 
  Missoula County is 
getting a new storage 
warehouse and Ellie Moss 
anticipates no problem fill-
ing it up. 
 Ellie Moss is the sheriff 
department’s evidence 
technician, and the new 
warehouse is inside the 
county detention com-
pound on Mullan Road. 
The first bay will be “hers” 
when Moss moves over 
from the cramped digs in 
an old Pepsi warehouse in 
south Missoula which is 
full. 
 Missoula County han-
dled 3,000 pieces of evi-
dence in 2003, when she 
first started working for the 
department. Now it’s up to 
more than 6,000 a year. 
 Only the filling and 
landscaping details remain 
to be completed on the 
steel building, which con-
sists of five heated bays 
tall enough to be double-
decked. 
 There’s a garage for 
vehicles impounded for 
evidence, as well as the 
county’s big, black “bomb 
truck” and a SWAT vehicle; 
spacious storage rooms for 
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the jail next door and the 
sheriff’s department in the 
courthouse downtown, a 
facilities shop to store and 
work on county equipment. 
 The latter is the biggest 
- 50 feet wide and 70 feet 
deep, said county building 
supervisor Wes Turner. 
The others are 25 feet 
wide. 
 The warehouse is the 
first of four major facilities 
improvements planned by 
the county.  
 

Ravalli County 
 For the past few 
months, two faces have 
become a familiar sight in 
the Ravalli County commis-
sioners’ meeting room. 
 Maggie Wright and Lee 
Tickell of Hamilton have 
been recording the board's 
hearings and meetings as 
well as a handful of other 
county meetings and post-
ing them to a new website 
they created called Ravalli 
County Watchdog. 
 The site features     
unedited videos of  county 
commissioners meetings 
and links to - and PDF’s of 
- documents relevant to 
those issues. 
 “We want it to be a 

S h e r i d a n  C o u n t y      
Commissioner Bill Nyby, 
“We’re not sure how long 
Anderson will be serving 
with the National Guard. 
We know he will be     
stationed at Culbertson 
through September 30. 
We’ve appointed Scott 
Nelson as temporary  
undersheriff and we will 
advertise for a temporary 
deputy.” 
 Nyby added, “It could 
be difficult finding a quali-
fied person to be a     
deputy sheriff when he 
knows the job might last 
only six months.” 
 

Yellowstone 
County 

 Yellowstone County 
Attorney Scott Twito 
wants to tap into a      
reserve of community 
talent by offering a new 
volunteer opportunity in 
his office. 
 “We have some 
amazing people in our 
community, and we want 
this to be as rewarding as 
possible for them,” Twito 
said of the program, 
which is being called  
Volunteers for Justice. 

 While the program is 
still on the drawing board, 
Twito and Lynell Amen, a 
temporary employee in the 
office who is leading the 
project, said they hope to 
have a pool of volunteers 
ready to start by  Septem-
ber 1st. 
 The volunteer program 
is one of several efforts 
being considered as a way 
to better connect the work 
of county prosecutors with 
interested citizens, Twito 
said. Those efforts include 
a Facebook page for the 
office and the posting of 
the District Court Law and 
Motion calendar on the 
office website. 
 The volunteer program 
aims to open up the inner 
working of the process to 
those willing to give a  
minimum of 15 hours a 
month in volunteer time. 
 “They can expect to 
learn  f i rs thand the        
complexities that are     
required to prosecute  
criminal cases,” said 
Amen. 
 Volunteers will be    
required to sign a  confi-
dentiality agreement and 
pass a background check . 

community resource for 
everybody,” Wright said. 
 Videos include recent 
commissioner meetings 
on airport expansion and 
recycling, planning board 
meetings on subdivisions 
and monthly weed board 
meetings, to name a few. 
 Tickell, who is retired 
from a career at Micro-
soft, said his motivation is 
two-fold. For one, he em-
phasized that he wants to   
increase the chance for 
the public to meaningfully    
participate in county           
government. 
 “Anybody who is 
working 8 to 5 is disen-
franchised form partici-
pating in county govern-
ment,” Tickell said. 
 Secondly, Tickell 
hopes the site will hold 
the county officials to a 
higher level of account-
ability. 
 
Sheridan County 

 Sheridan County Un-
dersheriff Jon Anderson 
has been called into duty 
by the Montana National 
Guard.  His Montana unit 
could be deployed over-
seas in early 2012. 
 A c c o r d i n g  t o       

http://www.nrsforu.com
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August 
15 -19  Montana Association of Clerks &  Recorders  
              Convention - Fergus County Fairgrounds 
 
22 - 23   Select Committee on Efficiency in Government -              
   Flathead Community College, Kalispell 
 
23 - 24   Economic Affairs Interim Committee - Capitol,     
        Room 137 
 
September 
 
9        Law and Justice Interim Committee - Capitol       
 
13        Water Policy Interim Committee - Capitol 
 
14 - 15   Environmental Quality Council - Capitol 
 
19        Children, Families, Health, & Human Services  
              Interim Committee - Capitol, Room 137 
 
19 - 23   County Treasurer’s Annual Conference -  
    Hilton Garden Inn, Kalispell,  

 
 

MACo 
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& 
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For Public Entities 

Greg Jackson 
JPIA/JPA  Trust Administrator 

Phone (406) 449-4370 
gjackson@mtcounties.org 

September - Continued 
25 - 29   MACo 102nd Annual Conference - Bozeman 
 
26 - 27  Revenue & Transportation Interim Committee -  
   Capitol   
 
October 
5 - 7 WIR Board Meeting - Kauai County, HI 
 
19 - 22  NCCAE Annual Meeting - Philadelphia, PA 
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