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A message from our MACo President 
Mr. John Ostlund 

 
 
 Time seems to be flying by as the legislators meet in 
Helena to decide the future of new laws to be sent on to the Governor and 
how we will balance the state budget. 
  Harold, Sheryl and Shantil have been doing an incredible job of testify-
ing on bills, keeping the membership informed of the ever changing 
agenda and managing the daily business of MACo. Please pass along 
your appreciation for their hard work when you see them.  
  Thanks also to my fellow executive members for their help testifying on 
bills, participating in our conference calls and lining up support when we 
needs calls from commissioners to help move MACo’s legislative agenda 
forward and protect the entitlement funding. 
  MACo has had some success as HB 426 on Municipal incorporation 
passed as amended through the House and Senate Bill 183 interim zoning 
passed out of the Senate with amendments. MACo has also had some 
challenges and will need your help more than ever in the second 
half.  Please continue to check your e-mail and the MACo website daily to 
provide help where you can in contacting your legislators. Your calls and e
-mails are making a difference. 
  Marijuana bills have been a hot topic this year with long hearings and 
much discussion around the best ways to eliminate, license or manage the 
growing industry.   Lesley Robinson has worked hard on the Bison bills 
and Harold, who seems to spend 15 hours a day at the capitol, and still 
answers my e-mail questions at 4:30 A M. That dedication deserves a 
Gold Star for extra merit.  
  We have reached the half way point in the legislative process and 
many bills did not make the transmittal date. We will have time to regroup 
and take a short breather as we pass the mid-point and head for the home 
stretch. The first week of March, many of the board members and I will be 
attending the NACO convention in D. C. If MACo sends out a request for 
assistance while we are in D.C., please try to assist however you can.  
  The Midwinter conference had many great workshops and was well 
attended by new and veteran commissioners. I want to personally thank 
the MACo staff for their part in making the convention a success. Karen 
and Emelia spent countless hours making sure your needs were well 
taken care of, agendas were correct, vendors were cared for and speakers 
were available.  Thanks to all of the newly elected commissioners who at-
tended the Midwinter convention and good luck with your new career path. 
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Emelia’s Safety Corner 
 Safety tip of the Month 
   By: Emelia McEwen, MACo JPA/JPIA  

Senior Loss Control Specialist 
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Forklift Safety 
 
Forklift Safety Cage 
 A forklift safety cage is necessary to ensure 
that workers are able to perform their job at ele-
vated levels in a safe manner.  
 
OSHA Approved Guidelines for Use of 
a Safety Cage on a Forklift  
 Workers often have to use a forklift to do re-
pairs or work in areas that are high above floor or 
ground level. To maintain standards of safety, 
OSHA has approved a series of guidelines that 
must be followed when workers are lifted by a 
forklift in an OSHA approved safety cage.  
 
A Description of a Forklift Safety Cage  
 Each forklift safety cage is built to hold two 
workers plus any equipment or tools that they 
need. The gates of the safety cage are made to 
open in an inward direction, never outward. Once 
the gates close, a spring tension latch holds them 
securely in place. A non-slip material is used on 
the floor of all forklift safety cages and there is a 
raised lip around the outer edge of the cage floor. 
  
Attaching the Safety Cage  
 The safety cage attaches securely to the forks 
of the forklift using two safety pins. The pins lock 
the safety cage tightly into place behind the heels 
of each of the forks. 
  
Load Limit  
 It is very important to check the load limit be-
fore you attach the safety cage to the forklift. The 
load capacity varies based on the manufacturer 
and model of the forklift. To check the load limit of 
a specific forklift, use the vehicle's manual to ver-

ify loading capacity. Always make sure to in-
clude the weight of the safety cage along with 
the weight of the people and tools that will be 
inside of the cage.  
 
Safely Securing the Platform  
 It is imperative that the platform is attached 
securely to the forklift carriage or backrest. In 
certain instances, the platform is attached to 
both the carriage and the backrest. This is nec-
essary to ensure that the forklift truck is capable 
of supporting the total weight of the safety cage 
and its contents. Once the safety cage has been 
secured to the forklift, it is very important that 
the forks do not move at all.  
 
Body Harness  
 When workers are in a raised forklift safety 
cage, they must wear a fitted full body harness. 
The body harness must have the serial number 
and date of manufacture clearly visible. It should 
also be certified.  It is important to inspect the 
body harness each time it is used. Even if it has 
not been used it still should be inspected every 
six months. Harnesses should not be used once 
they are ten years old based on the date of 
manufacture. The purpose of the full body har-
ness is to spread the impact of an arrested fall 
over the load bearing body parts. The body har-
ness is connected to the anchor point by one 
several methods including:  
• Rope 
• Web lanyards 
• Ladder sleeves 
• Rope grabs 

Retracting lifelines 

Types of Safety Cages for Forklifts  
• This safety cage for a forklift has two safety 

sleeves that are full length. There are inter-
nal handrails for safety to prevent crushed 
hands and fingers.  

• Stainless steel safety cage is made for out-
door use and for use in the chemical, food 
and pharmaceutical industries. The stainless 
steel checkered floor has edges that are 
turned down so water can flow off easily.  
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MACo News 
JPIA /JPA  

Coverage Questions & Answers 
By: Dennis W. Jupka, MACo JPIA /JPA 

Senior Claims Specialist 
 

Glass Coverage 
 
 In the material damage coverage for vehi-
cles and equipment there is comprehensive and 
collision damage coverage. This covers the re-
pairs to the scheduled property. The question 
arises if there is coverage for a broken or 
chipped windshield or other glass on the vehicle 
or equipment. 
 The policy does provide coverage for the re-
placement of the glass or the repairs of chips to 
the glass. This coverage is subject to the de-
ductible on the policy. There is no waiver of the 
deductible for glass chip repair. 
 The deductible is always paid first on a cov-
ered loss and the insurance payment is in ex-
cess of the deductible amount. 

 

MACo Risk 
Management 
& Training  

  Emelia McEwen       &    Fred Hansen, PSE 
Sr. Loss Control Specialist                Loss Control Specialist 

 
Phone: (406) 449-4370 

Training Resources for Forklift Safety 
Cages  
 The Internet offers many valuable resources 
regarding aspects of safety cages for forklifts. 
The Montana Department of Labor and Indus-
tries offers forklift Training  
 
Final Thoughts  
 Following the proper guidelines and safety 
standards for forklift use ensures a safer work-
ing environment. Using a forklift safety cage 
prevents many injuries and deaths each year 
due to work place accidents 

INTERCAP Loan Rate 
By: Louise Welsh, Bond Program Officer 

Montana Board of Investments 
 

We were able to hold onto INTERCAP’s    
record low loan rate of 1.95% for another year! 

 
The rate is valid from: 

 
February 16, 2011  

 
through  

 
February 15, 2012. 

 
Please feel free to contact Louise Welsh with 

any questions at: 406-444-0891 or e-mail her at: 
Lwelsh@mt.gov 

 
 

mailto:Lwelsh@mt.gov
http://www.m-m.net
http://www.uscommunities.org
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MACo 2011 Mid Winter Conference 
 MACo 2011 Mid Winter Conference, held 
February 7-10 in Helena at the Red Lion  
Colonial Hotel, was well attended and fea-
tured speakers and guests from all corners of 
the state, as well as MACo Staff. 
 

 MACo would like to express a BIG  
 “Thank You”  

to the following Exhibitors: 
 

Allegiance Benefit Plan Management 
 

Data Imaging Systems, Inc. 
 

Hardrives Construction, Inc. 
 

Johnson Controls, Inc. 
 

Joint Powers Trust 
 

MACo Health Care Trust 
 

MACo JPA Insurance Trust 
 

MACo JPIA Insurance Trust 
 

Montana Correctional Enterprises 
 

Montana Department of Agriculture 
 

Montana Department of Revenue 
 

Montana Floodplain Program 
 

Montana Public Employees Retirement 
 

Nationwide Retirement Solutions 
 

Robert Peccia & Associates (RPA) 
 

Schlenker & McKittrick Architects 
 

Stahly Engineering & Associates 
 

Hosted Social Event Sponsored by: 
 

TransCanada KXL Pipeline 
 

http://www.NRSforu.com
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MACo Employee Profile 
Wendy Sesselman, MACo Workers’ Comp 

Claim Supervisor 
 
Married or Single: Married for 
almost 23 years. 
 
Children’s ages: My children 
are 21 and 17 years old. 
 
Occupation and years at cur-
rent occupation: Workers’ Compensation Supervisor. 
20 years in handling claims in one capacity or another 
for MACo. 
 
Profession before current occupation: Before be-
coming involved in the insurance industry I was a tem-
porary job placement agent and also performed collec-
tions for a personnel agency. 
 
Education: High School Graduate, C.M. Russell High 
School, Great Falls, Insurance Institute of America, 
Certificate in general. 
 
Biggest challenge you’ve ever faced: Losing my 
Dad to lymphoma and trying to be brave for him. He 
passed away three weeks before my son was born so 
it was an emotional time. 
 
Two people, alive or not, you would like to have 
dinner with:  Mick Jagger and Andrew Wyeth 
 
Surprising fact about you: I am an aspiring artist 
 
Most adventurous thing you’ve ever done: I used to 
race cars in Auto Cross events. My race car was a 
souped up Pinto! 
 
Favorite TV show: “Two and a Half Men” 
 
A turning point in your life:  Becoming a parent 
 
A book you’ve read twice (or more):  “Brain Drop-
pings”,  by George Carlin 
 
The job you wanted at age 18: Fashion Merchan-
diser 
 
Favorite movie: “The Breakfast Club” 
 
Person(s) who had the biggest influence on you/
your life, and why:  My Grandfather. Besides his 
wonderful sense on humor he taught me faith. 

Commissioner Profile 
Mike Murray, Lewis & Clark County 

 
Spouse’s name and time to-
gether:  Helen - 46 years 
 

Children’s name and ages: 
Grown - Mick, Maura and Jennifer 
Grandchildren - Nani Rose 13, Alta 
6, and Opal 5 

 
Occupation and years at current occupation: Lewis 
and Clark County Commissioner - 19 years 
 
 

Profession before current occupation: Owned a 
print shop with Helen and another small business-egg 
brokerage. Also own Helena Time and Temp, 442-
1730. 
 

Education: Graduated from Carroll College with a  
BA + 
 

Biggest challenge you’ve ever faced:  Accepting 
that my daughter has Cystic Fibrosis. 
 

Two people, alive or not, you would like to have 
dinner with:  My parents and Kay McKenna (former 
Mayor) all deceased and of course you “dear reader!” 
 

Surprising fact about you:  There is a very nice and 
svelte person in me that is seldom seen. 
 
Most adventurous thing you’ve ever done: Walked 
and fished across the Bob Marshal wilderness - L & C 
County to Spotted Bear (Flathead County) 
 

Favorite TV show: 60 Minutes 
 
 

A turning point in your life: Making a Cursello 
(religious retreat) 
 
A book you’ve read twice (or more):  “Spell of the 
Yukon” by Robert Service 
 
The job you wanted at age 18:  Railroad trains use to 
have a fellow who, when the train was stopped, would 
tap on the wheel boxes and listen - I wanted to help 
him listen! 
 
Favorite movie:   “The Longest Day” 
 
Person(s) who had the biggest influence on you/
your life, and why:  My former and present County 
Commissioners who taught me how to do the job as a 
commissioner, and not be full of myself because I was 
elected!  
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YELLOWSTONE COUNTY  
COMMISSIONERS  

&  
MSU BILLINGS DOWNTOWN 

Are pleased to announce 
 

The Montana Ready:   
Disaster Preparedness 2011  

has been rescheduled for 
Wednesday and Thursday, May 25 & 26. 

 
For conference details, updates or to register, 
please go to: www.msubillings.edu/disaster 

 
Kim Schweikert 

Senior Programmer - MSUB Downtown 
208 N. Broadway Suite 414 

Billings, MT  59101 
office 

406.896.5888  cell  406.670.1986   
fax 406.254.9787 

 
How wonderful it is that nobody need wait a single 

moment before starting to improve the world. 
- Anne Frank 

 

       MACoHCT 
 
 

A Cost Effective Alternative for  
Employee Benefits 

 
(406) 443-8102  (Helena)   

(406) 535-6893 (Lewistown) 
 

Pam Walling - pwalling@mtcounties.org 
Alyce Bailey - abailey@mtcounties.org 
Laurie Goltry - lgoltry@mtcounties.org    

     
Website: www.macohct.com 

Worksite Wellness Program 
By Pam Walling, MACo HCT Marketing Coordinator 

 
 The MACo Health Care Trust is pleased to an-
nounce the kickoff of the new Worksite Wellness 
Program starting in Carbon County on March 2, 
2011.  The objective of the improved program is 
Early Identification and Early Intervention.  The 
program is free to all participants and spouses that 
are currently on the MACo Health Plan, and other 
employees may attend for a fee.  Carbon County 
previously participated in the Wellness Screening 
by It Starts With Me in December, 2009.  The em-
ployees that participated in the first screening will 
have those results provided as a comparison to the 
new results that they will receive about one week 
following the March 2nd screening.  Carbon County 
currently has about 50% of their employees prereg-
istered to attend the screening. 
 The screenings are performed by the profes-
sional staff at It Starts With Me, a Missoula com-
pany, and include the following:  Complete Blood 
Count, Comprehensive Metabolic Panel, Lipid 
Panel, THS/Thyroid, PSA/Prostate Specific Anti-
gen, Height, Weight, Body Mass Index, % Body 
Fat, Blood Pressure, % Blood Oxygen, Resting 
Heart Rate and Temperature.  Additional tests are 
also available.  The program has added reflexive 
lab testing for many elevated or abnormal test re-
sults.  This additional testing will save some em-
ployees from additional lab fees later and may pro-
vide them with better information to share with their 
physician.   
 It Starts With Me will also do some post-
wellness screening follow-up calls and make refer-
rals to the Disease Management Program.  The 
medical conditions being focused on are Diabetes, 
Asthma and Heart Disease.  Those individuals that 
are identified as being at risk for the identified 
medical conditions will be referred to the Disease 
Management Program provided by APS.  Medical 
professionals with APS will collaborate with the in-
dividual on a care plan based on the individual’s 
medical condition and needs.  Individuals that are 
actively participating in the Disease Management 
Program with APS when referred through the 
Worksite Wellness Program may have their copay-
ments waived on some generic prescriptions.  This 
incentive benefit of waiving the generic prescription 
drug copayments may significantly reduce some 

http://www.msubillings.edu/disaster
mailto:pwalling@mtcounties.org
mailto:abailey@mtcounties.org
mailto:lgoltry@mtcounties.org
http://www.macohct.com
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111 E. Broadway, Missoula, MT 59802 (406) 728-4611 
www.wgmgroup.com 

 
 
 

 
Order  your 2011 MACo                 

Directory of Montana Officials 
updated with newly elected  

officials! 
 
 
 
 

Go to www.maco.cog.mt.us to  
order & pay online 

 

OR    
      

Send order & payment to: 
 

MACo 
2715 Skyway Dr. , Suite A 

 Helena, MT 59602 
Attn: Sharon 

 

MACo News 
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NOW ONLY 
$15.00 

member’s prescription costs for the next year. 
 
Worksite Wellness Screening Schedule: 
 
4/7/11 & 4/8/11 – Shelby/Toole Co. – Ambulance 
Annex Conference Room, 815 Oilfield Avenue   
 
5/16/11 & 5/17/11 – Glendive/Dawson Co. – Ar-
mory Building at the Dawson County Fairgrounds,   
2200 North Merrill Avenue, Building 2 
 
5/26/11 – Glasgow/Valley Co. – Valley County 
Community Room in the Valley County Court-
house,     501 Court Square  
 
Please contact Pam Walling with questions or for 
additional information: 
Email:  pwalling@mtcounties.org 

http://www.wgmgroup.com
mailto:pwalling@mtcounties.org
http://www.maco.cog.mt.us
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NACo News 

  

Registration open for Western  
Interstate Regional Conference  

 
 This year’s Western Interstate Region (WIR) 
Conference will take place May 18 – 20 in Chelan 
County (Wenatchee), Washington. Register before 
April 6 and save. To register, see conference details 
and plan your participation go to www.naco.org  or 
contact:  
Amanda Clark • 202.661.8804 

NACo Webinar 
Using A Neighborhood Rating System 
to Measure Sustainable Development 

March 31, 2011 
2:00 PM - 3:15 PM Eastern Time 

 
 In this webinar, staff from NACo and the US 
Green Building Council will introduce the new 
LEED fro Neighborhood Development Rating 
System (LEED-ND). Designed for sustainability 
staff, planners, and economic developers, this 
program will demonstrate how OLEED-ND can 
be integrated with you local plans and regula-
tions to support you overall sustainable develop-
ment goals. 

NACo accepting applications for 
2011 County Courthouse Awards 

 

 Applications for the 2011 NACo County 
Courthouse Awards program are now available. 
 Sponsored by Siemens, the awards recog-
nize innovative governance by county elected 
officials from NACo member counties. Winners 
will receive an engraved plaque that they can 
display in their county, recognition at the 2011 
NACo Annual Conference and a $5,000 college 
scholarship to present to a graduating high 
school senior. Awards will be in three catego-
ries: rural, suburban and urban. All NACo mem-
bers are encouraged to apply. Applications must 
b e  r e c e i v e d  b y  A p r i l  2 9 . 
Contact: Dalen Harris • 202.942.4236 or Erik 
Johnston • 202.942.4230 

Share your successful Community 
Development Block Grant stories  

 
 

 Has your county successfully completed a 
CDBG-funded project in the last five years? 
NACo’s Research Division wants to know. 
NACo is compiling a publication of successfully 
completed projects, jobs created and funding 
leveraged for presentation to the White House 
and Congress. Share your success with other 
counties. Please send written descriptions that 
include the details mentioned above to 
jbyers@naco.org or Contact: Jacqueline Byers • 
202.942.4285 

2011 NACo 
 Annual Conference 

 & Exposition 
 

July 15  - 19 
 

In Multnamah County 
Portland, Oregon 

 
Online registration is now open: 

 
www.naco.org 

 
  

http://www.naco.org
mailto:jbyers@naco.org
http://www.naco.org
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http://www.mckinstry.com
http://www.rpa-hln.com
mailto:Ag1365@att.com
http://www.ameresco.com
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mailto:apoole@mt.gov
http://www.businessresources.mt.gov
http://www.businessresources.mt.gov
mailto:bbrensdal@mt.gov
http://www.housing.mt.gov
mailto:karylt@mt.gov
mailto:karylt@mt.gov
http://www.businessresources.mt.gov
mailto:hkulow@mt.gov
http://www.investmentmt.com/programs/instate
http://www.investmentmt.com/programs/instate
http://www.investmentmt.com/programs/intercap
mailto:kcasillas@mt.gov
http://www.comdev.mt.gov
mailto:Lwelsh@mt.gov
mailto:hkulow@mt.gov
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Prison Industries 
Producing Office Furniture, Seating, 
Printing & Sign Services, Embroidery & 
Garment Printing 

Jack Hinkle, Marketing & Sales  (406) 846-1320 ext. 2270 

Website:  http://mce.mt.gov     Email: mce@mt.gov 

 

Ambulance For Sale 
 

Liberty County is selling a  
used ambulance 

 
Description: 

 
1991 Ford F350 

7.3 Non Turbo Diesel 
Wheel Coach 
58,000 Miles 

 
 

We are accepting best offers. 
For any information, please call  

Liberty County Commissioners at: 
 

406-759-5365 

 
21 3rd Street North, Suite 500 

Great Falls, MT 59401  
406-452-2526 

Employment Opportunity 
 

Dawson County has a vacant 
Sanitarian position. 

 
For more information please contact 

Adam Gartner at 
gartnera@dawsoncountymail.com or call 

406-345-4102 
  

 
 

MACo 
Property and Casualty Insurance  

& 
Workers’ Compensation Insurance 

 

For Public Entities 
Greg Jackson 

JPIA/JPA  Trust Administrator 
Phone (406) 449-4370 
gjackson@mtcounties.org 

mailto:gartnera@dawsoncountymail.com
mailto:jholstrom@mtcounties.org
http://www.dorsey.com
mailto:gjackson@mtcounties.org
http://www.mce.mt.gov
mailto:mce@mt.gov


 You arrive at your hotel and check in at the front desk. When checking in, you give the front desk your 
credit card (for all the charges for your room). You get to your room and settle in. 
 
 Someone calls the front desk and asked for; example Room 620 (which happens to be your room). 

MACo News 
Arthur J. Gallagher  

7380 Sand Lake Road, Suite 390, 
Orlando, FL 32819 

 
(800) 524-0191, Ext. 3512 

www.ajg.com 

We are a leader in providing Risk Management solutions to Public Entity and Scholastic 
organizations. We provide: 
• First Dollar or Deductible Programs 
• Pools, Captives, or Risk Retention Groups 
Large or small, we’ll be your partner in providing Risk Management services for your Public Entity. 
Please contact Richard Terlecki or Mary Albee at (800) 524-0191 for more information. 
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Desktop vs. On-Site Property Valuations—Continued from the February Newsletter 
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MACo OFFERS 
"PRESIDENT'S 

SCHOLARSHIPS" 
 
John Ostlund, Yellow-

stone County Commissioner and 
President of the Montana Association of Counties, 
has announced the availability of the MACo 
"President's Scholarships" to this year's graduating 
Yellowstone County high school seniors. 

A $1,000 scholarship, and a $500 scholar-
ship will be awarded based upon merit to graduating 
seniors who will be attending a Montana community 
college or 4 year degree unit of the University Sys-
tem and whose courses of study are encouraged to 
include but are not limited to political science, pub-
lic administration, social sciences, communications, 
public relations or general studies with an emphasis 
in government-related studies.  

The scholarships are awarded each year to 
high school seniors attending school in the home 
county of the MACo President.  President Ostlund 
said the scholarships are designed to help develop 
student understanding of local government activities, 
responsibilities and commitment to community ser-
vice. 

The application forms are available at the 
Yellowstone County Courthouse in the Commission-
ers office and at the following schools:  Billings Sen-
ior High School, Billings West High School, Skyview 
High School, Billings Central High School, Broad-
view High School, Shepherd High School, Laurel 
High School, Custer High School and Huntley Pro-
ject High School. 
 

The applications must be postmarked no 
later than Friday, April 8, 2011, and returned to:   

 
Montana Association of Counties 

2715 Skyway Drive, Suite A 
Helena, MT 59602-1213 

ATTN:  Scholarship Coordinator 
 

Final judging will be done by Monday, April 
25, 2011, to select the scholarship recipients.  A 
certificate will be issued to the recipient, and the 
payment will be made directly to the college or 
university of the student's choice prior to enroll-
ment. 

Just for Fun 
 

Who is St. Patrick? 
 
  

 People all over the world celebrate on the 17th 
day of March in honor of St. Patrick, the patron 
saint of Ireland. Some cities have parades, most 
revelers wear green, and a few families com-
memorate the day with traditional Irish fare for 
their meal. However, not everyone may know who 
St. Patrick is. 

 Born in Britain during the 4th century, St. Pat-
rick was kidnapped and enslaved by Irish raiders 
when he was a teenager. Although he was able to 
escape after six years and become a priest in Brit-
ain, he later chose to return to Ireland as a mis-
sionary, in order to help spread the teachings of 
Christianity to pagans. According to Irish folklore, 
he also used a shamrock to explain the Christian 
concept of Trinity to the Irish. In spite of continu-
ous opposition from pagan leaders, he continued 
to evangelize for thirty years while baptizing newly 
converted Christians and establishing monaster-
ies, churches, and schools. He died on March 
17th and was canonized by the local church. 
 St. Patrick's Day was first publicly celebrated 
in Boston in 1737 where a large population of Irish 
immigrants resided. Nearly 200 years later, the 
first St. Patrick's Day parade in the Irish Free 
State was held in Dublin in 1931. During the mid 
90's, the Irish government also began a campaign 
to promote tourism in Ireland on March 17th. 
 While many Catholics still quietly celebrate this 
day of religious observance by going to mass, St. 
Patrick's Day slowly evolved to become a celebra-
tion of Irish heritage. Through the years, along 
with legendary shamrocks, many symbols were 
included in festivities that are reflective of Ireland's 
folklore, culture, and national identity (think lepre-
chauns, ethnic cuisine, and wearing green). Other 
places that join in on this celebration include Ja-
pan, New Zealand, Argentina, and Canada, along 
with many cities across the United States. 
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nominated McWilliams 
for the job, noting she 
demonstrated a record 
of experience working 
in the office, as well as 
garnered recommen-
dations form Reeves, 
judges and the Cas-
cade County Democ-
ratic Party. 
 
Chouteau County 

 The Montana Asso-
ciation of Clerks & Re-
corders is again spon-
soring a $1000 schol-
arship for a graduating 
senior who will be at-
tending an in state 
school. The last day of 
acceptance of applica-
tions is March 15, 
2011. 
 Application forms 
are now available at 
the Chouteau County 
Clerk and Recorder’s  
office at the Court 
House in Fort Benton, 
or from the guidance 
counselors at the Big 
Sandy, Fort Benton, 
Geraldine, and High-
wood High Schools. 
 Applications will be 
judged on the basis of 
need, academics, and 
school and civic in-
volvement. Application 
forms must be received 
by Clerk and recorder 
Lana K. Claassen by 
March 15, 2011. 
 The winner and 
alternate will be noti-
fied after May 1, 2011, 
and the scholarship will 
be given directly to the 
school of the student’s 
choice after the student 
has been accepted by 
the school. 

Big Horn County 
 Anyone who hap-
pened to be near the Big 
Horn County Memorial 
Hospital in January saw 
what appeared to be a 
giant silver donut hang-
ing from a crane. 
 In actuality, it was 
the magnet for the new 
MRI machine. Weighing 
12,000 pounds, the 
magnet was lifted off a 
truck by hydraulic crane 
and swung slowly onto a 
ramp built to allow it ac-
cess into the hospital.  
 The new MRI ma-
chine is part of an over-
haul to the entire imag-
ing department at the 
hospital. The state-of-the 
art equipment will give 
patients the opportunity 
to stay in Hardin, rather 
than having to travel to 
Billings to have tests 
done. 
 

Cascade County 
 On March 1st, Faye 
McWilliams will replace 
f e l l o w  D e m o c r a t 
Reeves , Clerk of Court, 
who announced in Janu-
ary that she will resign 
because of health rea-
sons. 
 McWilliams, Reeve’s 
choice to replace her, 
will serve until Decem-
ber 31, 2012, the end of 
Reeve’s four-year term. 
McWilliams will have to 
run for election in 2012 
to keep the job. 
 “I hope to do the best 
job I can for the people 
of Cascade County,” 
McWilliams said. 
 Commissioner Jane 
Weber, a Democrat, 

 
Gallatin County 

 Gallatin National 
Forest Supervisor Mary 
Erickson has approved 
19 land and water-
quality improvement 
projects on and around 
the Gallatin National 
Forest. 
 The projects, de-
signed to improve for-
est land and “the rural 
economics of the 
county” include trail-
head restoration and 
trout habitat improve-
ment, according to a 
prepared statement. 
 Combined, the pro-
jects’ estimated cost is 
$250,000. 
 All 19 projects were 
recommended by the 
Gallatin Resource Ad-
visory Committee in 
December. 
 “These projects will 
strengthen our partner-
ships with county com-
missioners, community 
members and project 
proponents,” Erickson 
said. 
 “The county is ex-
cited about these pro-
jects and the work that 
will be completed,” 
Gallatin County Com-
missioner Bill Murdock 
said. 

 
Garfield County 

 On these snowy, 
dreary days, the Gar-
field County Health 
Center is a warm bright 
inviting facility, a home 
to many people and 
the center of activities 
for many residents in 

the community. 
 If you have recently 
visited the Health center 
you would have noticed 
the bright, freshly 
painted hallways with 
new paintings and pic-
tures. Pictures of elk 
taken in Garfield County 
by Myron Kib ler , 
enlarged and framed by 
Steve Pluhar using old 
barn siding, give the 
hallways a homey, rustic 
look. All of the materials 
and labor for these cos-
metic upgrades have 
been generously do-
nated by enthusiastic 
people wanting to be a 
part of the success of 
the Health Center. 
 These improvements 
have made this facility a 
showcase of health and 
hospitality. And the best 
part is, that no taxpayer 
dollars were used for 
these improvements, 
just donations of time,  
efforts and love. 

 
Golden Valley 

County 
 The new fire hall at 
Ryegate was trans-
formed into a center of 
modern technology 
when an interactive 
smart board system was 
installed. 
 The system involves 
an interactive screen, 
camera projection sys-
tem and other beneficial 
features. The equipment 
was purchased with 
grant monies from the 
County Extension Ser-
vice with the help of 
county agent John Pfis-
ter who serves Mussel-
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shell and Golden Valley 
Counties. It was installed 
by volunteers. 
 County Sheriff Floyd 
Fisher said the system 
could be used as an 
overhead projector with 
images from a table 
shown on the large 
screen. He could see 
immediate benefit of that 
feature for comparing 
fingerprints during crime 
investigations. 
 The system is 
hooked into Montana 
State University’s on-line 
CONNECT program so 
interactive classes will 
be available to area 
ranchers and farmers. 
Those taking the class in 
Ryegate will be able to 
ask questions and re-
spond to the instructor at 
MSU or wherever the 
class originates. 
 

Missoula County 
 Missoula’s county 
government is braced for 
lean times financially, 
but may finally solve 
some of its crowding 
problems in the next  
year Commissioner Jean 
Curtiss told the city’s 
Chamber of Commerce 
last month. 
 “Some economists 
have projected that Mis-
soula is heading out of 
the recession, but we 
believe Missoula County 
government is heading 
into one,” Curtiss said. 
As business and hous-
ing activity has slowed, 
so has the revenue from 
fees, permits and prop-
erty taxes. But in the 

 The funds are to be 
spent for crisis inter-
vention services, train-
ing and education for 
law enforcement and 
health officials, funding 
for patients’ transition 
to independent living, 
ch i ldren 's  menta l 
health programs and 
peer-to-peer services. 
 Ravalli County’s 
crisis stabilization cen-
ter, which broke 
ground in August and 
is slated for completion 
at the end of March, 
will treat the Majority of 
involuntary-committed 
individuals needing 
mental health assis-
tance n the county. 
 
Roosevelt County 
 The Roosevel t 
County Commissioners 
have approved the pur-
chase of new surveil-
lance equipment that is 
intended to enhance 
security at the Roose-
velt County jail and al-
low authorities to po-
tentially tie into security 
cameras in Wolf Point 
schools and else-
where. 
 The new six tera-
byte, 32-channel Op-
tiview DVR will allow 
local police and 9-1-1 
dispatchers to access 
both video and audio 
footage and store foot-
age for much longer 
than the prior DVR. 
 The jail and Roose-
velt County Court-
house could be 
equipped with more 
than 24 cameras to 

keep watch in areas 
such as the interrogation 
and booking rooms, but 
only 24 cameras could 
be monitored at a time 
with the prior system. 
 The 32-channel DVR 
allows for monitoring 
more cameras that are 
ready to be installed and 
stores the footage for 
much longer, guarding 
against attacks of jail 
detention officers by in-
mates and preventing 
suicides. 

 
Sweet Grass 

County 
 Jason Ferguson is 
climbing the ranks of the 
Sweet Grass County 
Sheriff’s Office. 
 After being a volun-
teer reserve deputy for a 
year and a half, Fergu-
son was recently hired 
as a full-time deputy af-
ter the department re-
ceived a COPS grant 
from the U.S. Depart-
ment of Justice.  
 One of eight depart-
ments in the state to be 
awarded the grant this 
year, the Sheriff’s Office 
will receive funds to pay 
Ferguson’s salary for 
three years with the con-
dition that it will keep 
him on for at least a 
fourth year. 
 Ferguson said he 
had originally volun-
teered as a reserve be-
cause “I wanted to do 
something for the com-
munity.” 
 
 

past few years, the 
county has also built 
up its cash reserves, 
improved its credit rat-
ing and held back on 
program growth, she 
said. 
 At the same time, 
the county was able to 
skip a planned building 
project when it was 
able to acquire the old 
Garlington, Lohn and 
Robinson building next 
to the county court-
house. Instead of 
spending $22 million 
on a new public safety 
building and another 
$15 million on an ad-
ministrative building, 
Curtiss said the com-
missioners decided to 
buy the law office and 
remodel the court-
house. 
 “We expect to ac-
complish all these 
changes for about $15 
million and believe it 
will solve most of our 
space issues for 20 
years,” Curtiss said. 
 

Ravalli County 
 While the contracts 
are yet to be written, 
$425,000 was awarded 
to Ravalli County to 
finish construction of a 
crisis stabilization cen-
ter. 
 The money comes 
from the Montana Men-
tal Health Settlement 
Trust, established after 
the state received a 
$9.5 million settlement 
from pharmaceutical 
maker Lilly in February 
of last year. 
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March 
5 - 9 NACo Legislative Conference -  
 Washington D.C. 
 
16  MACo JPIA Personnel Training -  
 MACo Conference Room 
 
April 
2  HCT Trustee Renewal Meeting -  
 MACo Conference Room 
 
8 - 9 JPIA/JPA Trustees Renewal  
 Meeting - MACo Conference Room 
 
20  MACo JPIA Fraud Training -  
  MACo Conference Room 
 
May 
18 - 21  WIR Conference - Chelan County (Wenatchee) WA 
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June 
TBD District Meetings 
 
15  HCT Strategic Planning - MACo Conference  

 Room 
 
16 JPIA/JPA Strategic Planning - MACo Conference 
 Room 
 
17  JPIA Defense Council - MACo Conference Room 
 
28  HCT Board of Trustees (Morning) 
 JPIA/JPA Board ot Trustees (Afternoon) 
 
29  Board of Directors (Morning) 
 MACo HCT/JPIA/JPA Budget Meeting (Afternoon) 
 
July 
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September 
25 - 29  MACo Annual Conference - GranTree Inn,  
 Bozeman 
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