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Hard Rock Commissioners Rock!
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Curious county commissioners recently explored the East Boulder mine
site with the assistance of Stillwater Mining Company. Hard Rock County
Commissioners expressed an interest in a tour since certain committee
members have bragged for years about these mines, the rest of us felt the
need to see it for ourselves. Local commissioners made it happen on September 9, 2011, right after the Bozeman annual meeting.
Attending commissioners were from Sweet Grass, Jefferson, Madison,
and Granite counties. The trip started in Big Timber, with Stillwater’s Public
Affairs Manager John Beaudry riding herd. We traveled way up into the
mountains, through farm and ranch country. Some of us were wishing for
blankets and pillows like the employees who ride
the company buses to work, after all our hard work Stillwater Mining Company
has a detailed website
at the annual meeting.
www.stillwatermining.com,
On arrival at the actual mine site, the first view well worth looking at for more
is of the large settling ponds, and some excellent information about the mine
large material the commissioners instantly identified and the company.
as perfect rip rap, and rapidly developing flawed
schemes to take it away from the mine. The troops took a brief stretch, and
hiked onward into East Boulder Mine headquarters where we met Matt
Wolfe, the Environmental Manager, who gave us a comprehensive review of
this very large venture.
Continued on page 2…
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Stillwater is the sole US producer of platinum and
palladium, and one of the largest producers of the PGMs
(Platinum Group Metals) in the world. The company has
several sites, with the Stillwater Mine and the East
Boulder Mine 15 air miles apart. The J-M ‘reef’ore body
extends 28 miles through the mountains, with the
Stillwater mine on one end and the East Boulder mine
near the other end. The ore body might be long, but it’s
about 6 feet wide. The mines are located in Stillwater and
Sweet Grass counties.
The company employs 1,490 people, making them
almost the largest private employer in Montana, beat out
only by several of the large health care groups. We found
out that 313 of those folks work at the East Boulder mine.
The company pays over 12 million in state and local taxes
per year. Five and a half million are metal mines license
tax.
The smelter in Columbus takes processed material
from East Boulder and Stillwater mines along with
recycled materials from catalytic converters from all over
the US, combines and refines the materials, then ships it
out to New Jersey for further refining and distribution. A
primary use of PGM’s is in new catalytic converters. Demand is predicted to continue to be high in the future;
even with current advances in emissions technology and
hybrid vehicles. Interestingly, about half of the material in
the shipped out mix is from recycled origins.
From the financial side, the proven and probable lifespan of the mines are currently at 40 years. Under the
current favorable economic conditions for PGM, the com-

pany is expanding underground with the Blitz project on
the Stillwater side, and the Graham Creek project on the
East Boulder side. The company predicts when these expansions are on line, the proven and probable lifespan
number will increase.
Also of interest to commissioners are the environmental and regulatory conditions for Stillwater Mining
Company. At East Boulder, we talked specifics to that
mine; the full scope of other environmental aspects was
probably not doable in a day but, as most of us know, it’s
all about water.
East Boulder has no acid rock drainage, and that’s a
plus. However, they do have concerns with nitrogen, and
specifically residues from explosives. Industrial controls as
they relate to water quality appeared to be multi-faceted.
For example, about 50% of the tailings go back underground. The East Boulder has a water treatment plant,
after using it once and treating it to remove nitrogen compounds; the company recycles about 80% back under
ground to be re-used in mining operations. The leftover
20% of the treated water goes to the percolation ponds
through glacial till material down 100 feet to groundwater.
At the water treatment plant the primary treatment is
de-nitrification—using bacteria. They have several secondary nitrogen treatment systems as well. East Boulder
uses snow making guns in the winter to off gas the ammonia and nitrogen, with significant reductions possible during the season. There are other methods as well, a reverse osmosis system as a backup, and treatment wells.
The East Boulder Mine has an MPDES discharge permit
for the river. Although they are allowed to discharge to the
river, they have not had to use that option, since they are
discharging to ground water.
From left to right:
Rick Reed, Sweet Grass
County Commissioner,
Dave Kirsch, Jefferson
County Commissioner, Jim
Hart, Madison County
Commissioner,
Susie
Mosness, Sweet Grass
County Commissioner and
Dan Happel, Madison
County Commissioner
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When these modern mines started up, there was an
environmentally driven lawsuit against the State DEQ to
delay permitting. After a couple of years of commotion,
something unique—the only one in the world—kind of
unique popped out. The “Good Neighbor Agreement”,
was signed in 2000. There are oversight citizens councils
that regularly meet with the company, one for each mine
that administer the activities and conditions of the agreement. On the county government side, both Sweet Grass
and Stillwater Counties say that the Company is in frequent communication with them and works cooperatively
with local government.
After all this office talk,
the commissioners headed
outside. Ore carriers came
out from deep underground
with the rock in little trains,
which was then crushed,
then fed into the processing
plant. Multiple tanks of grey
soup were developed in the
largely automated processing plant, with commissioners inspecting each vat along the way.
We were pleasantly surprised when they let us touch
the final material, and it was amazingly fine and smooth,
and quite valuable by this point. We later wandered
through the water treatment plant, an important part of the
process, and noticed that it also looked like soup, full of
little forms that looked remarkably like macaroni, used to
promote good bacterial growth to de-nitrify.
By this time, we were getting a little tired; lots of
catwalk miles were covered. It was a good thing that we
hadn’t tried to cram in an underground tour on the same
day.
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On the ride home, John Beaudry got quizzed about
what he thought some of the biggest challenges Stillwater
Mining Company faced in the future. Beaudry noted that
the Company preferred to hire skilled Montana workers
when possible, and that workforce training was an ongoing issue. Workforce safety and health is a priority at Stillwater Mining Company. Other concerns included increasing regulatory requirements, workers comp reform
and energy costs.
Stillwater Mining Company has been an economic
force in Montana for the
last 10 years and appears The Northern Plains Resource
to be well set for the fore- Council describes the Good
seeable future. On the East Neighbor Agreement on their
Boulder Mine side, Rick website, “A partnership between
Reed of Sweet Grass citizens in Stillwater and Sweet
County, speaking for the Grass counties and the Stillwaboard, says “Stillwater ter Mining Company. The
Mine is a mainstay of agreement is designed to proSweet Grass County’s tax tect the areas quality of life,
base and also our county’s while providing for responsible
top employer. Without the economic development.” For
mine county residents ser- further details on good
vices would be substan- neighbors check out Northern
tially reduced. The mine is Plains Resource Council’s webalso a model for the Good site, www.northernplains.org
Neighbor Policy”.
At the other end of the J-M reef, Commissioner Maureen Davey speaks for the Board when she says,
“Stillwater County and Stillwater Mining Company have a
relationship that continues to be beneficial to both parties.
Stillwater Mining Company has a record of responsible
mineral development and provides positive economic impacts for the future of Stillwater County. Stillwater Mine is
a great friend to the county.”
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Thompson Falls High Bridge
Rehabilitation Received
Preservation Honor Award
National Trust for Historic Preservation
Presented the Award at Its National Conference

Washington, D.C. (October 17, 2011)
The National Trust for Historic Preservation
presented its Preservation Honor Award for the
restoration of the Thompson Falls High Bridge
in Thompson Falls, Mont. The project was one
of 23 award winners which was honored by the
National Trust during its 2011 National Preservation Conference last month in Buffalo, NY.
Spanning 588 feet between the towns of
Cherry Creek and Island Park, the 80-foot high
Parker-Pratt-style Thompson Falls High Bridge
has connected two remote communities on
opposite shores of the Clark Fork River for
nearly 70 years. The structure remained a local
link until it was closed to motorized traffic in the
early 1970s and, as the wood deck continued to
deteriorate, was closed to bicycle and
pedestrian access in 1979.
For the next 30 years, county leaders
patiently saved Transportation Enhancement
funding and secured federal, state and private
grants, while rallying local support by forming a
Bridge the Gap steering committee. During the
winter of 2009 and 2010—using innovative, cost
-saving measures—the bridge was renovated
without contaminating the water below and is
now open once again.
“While each is unique, this year’s outstanding Honor Award winners all reflect the
importance of protecting what is special and
irreplaceable,” said Stephanie Meeks, president
of the National Trust for Historic Preservation. “Whether it’s the restoration of a brewery
in Baltimore or the redevelopment of a classic
roadside motor court in Tucson, this year’s
Honor Award winners demonstrate how preservation is bolstering local economies and creating jobs in communities across the country.”
4

The award was presented to the Bridge the
Gap Committee and Sanders County Commissioners at the National Preservation Awards
ceremony in Buffalo, New York, on Thursday,
October 20, at 5:30 PM EST. Co-recipients
were: Morrison-Maierle, Inc.; PPL Montana, and
Wesslen Construction, Inc.
The National Preservation Awards were
bestowed on distinguished individuals, nonprofit
organizations, public agencies and corporations
whose skill and determination have given new
meaning to their communities through preservation of our architectural and cultural heritage.
These efforts include citizen attempts to save
and maintain important landmarks; companies
and craftsmen whose work restores the richness of the past; the vision of public officials
who support preservation projects and legislation in their communities; and educators and
journalists who help Americans understand the
value of preservation. The winners of the
National Preservation Awards appear online at
www.PreservationNation.org/awards.
To download high resolution images of this
year’s National Preservation Award winners,
visit www.PreservationNation.org/press

MACo News • Volume 40, Number 11 • November 2011

MACo News
DID YOU KNOW.........
7-14-2142. Use of Montana-made wooden
materials in county road projects. When
the board of county commissioners authorizes a
construction or reconstruction project on a
county road, it shall require the use of Montanamade wooden guardrail posts, fenceposts, and
signposts when appropriate and when the cost
of wooden materials is less than or equal to the
cost of other materials.
7-14-2407. Use of Montana-made wooden
materials in wooden county bridge projects. When the board of county commissioners
authorizes a construction or reconstruction project for a wooden county bridge, it shall require
the use of Montana-made wooden decking,
guardrail posts, fenceposts, and signposts when
appropriate and when the cost of wooden materials is less than or equal to the cost of other
materials.
MACo recommends that bid specifications state
that Montana made wooden products must be
used on road and bridge projects unless the
cost is higher than other materials.

MACo

Rosalee B. Richardson
1935 - 2011
Rosalee B. Richardson
passed away September 25th,
age 76, at Barrett Memorial
Hospital, with her loving family
by her side. She was born to
Walter and Ruth Bastian in
Dillon, July 4, 1935 as a
“firecracker baby.” She was
raised in Armstead, where she helped out the family
business, The Reno Bar and Grill.
Rosalee later moved to Dillon, and that is where
she met and married Henry “Heinie” Richardson in
1955. They later divorced but remained good friends.
Rosalee proudly worked for Beaverhead County for
45 years. She was Deputy Clerk and Recorder from
1953 to 1957 and 1965 to 1990. She became Clerk
and Recorder in 1991, and remained in that position
until her retirement in 2006. She made many lifelong
friends while working at the courthouse. Those friendships were very important to her and remained dear to
her heart.
Rosalee was a member of the Montana Association of Clerk and Recorders. She was also an active
member of the Dillon Elk’s lodge, and participated in
many Elk’s activities.
Rosalee had a special place in her heart for all her
furry friends. She loved and spoiled them all.
Rosalee was preceded in death by her parents
Walter and Ruth Bastian.
Rosalee is survived by her children Mike (Candi)
Richardson, Dillon, and Kim (Jim) Salmonsen, Butte;
grandchildren, Brady and Kadi Richardson, Casey
Schilling and Kyle Salmonsen; special friends, Heinie
Richardson and Dick Newton; a sister, Lorraine (Jim)
Davis, Glendale, AZ, as well as numerous nieces and
nephews.

Property and Casualty Insurance
&
Workers’ Compensation Insurance
For Public Entities

Greg Jackson
JPIA/JPA Trust Administrator
Phone (406) 449-4370
gjackson@mtcounties.org
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Are your new and existing
signs bright enough?
(Montana LTAP MATTERS )
Lloyd H. Rue, P.E., P.T.O.E., Program Development Engineer, Federal
Highway Administration, Helena, MT 59601 Lloyd.rue@dot.gov

Don’t get surprised. Check into the new guidance that
affects your highway signs. Don’t encounter a set-back in
two or three years. Understand today so that the new replacement signs being purchased are cost effective in
meeting the new minimum retroreflectivity standards. Understanding and managing toward the new standards will
help with your budgeting and sign management practices.
New National Requirements
The Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices
(MUTCD) is the national standard for all traffic control devices on any street or highway open to public travel.
The MUTCD requires signs to be either illuminated or
made with retroreflective sheeting materials. Most signs in
the U.S. are made with retroreflective sheeting materials,
which degrade over time and therefore have a limited life.
Until now, there has been little information available to
determine when signs need to be replaced based on retroreflectivity.
Adding Flexibility
The MUTCD now requires that agencies maintain
traffic signs to a set of minimum levels but provide a variety of maintenance methods that agencies can use to be
in compliance with the new MUTCD requirements. The
FHWA believes that the new MUTCD language will promote safety while providing flexibility for agencies to
choose a maintenance method that best fits their specific
conditions.
The minimum retroreflectivity requirements do not
imply that an agency must measure every sign. Rather,
the new MUTCD language describes methods that agencies can use to maintain traffic sign retroreflectivity at or
above the minimum levels.

for meeting the minimum retroreflectivity
requirements on regulatory,
warning, and ground-mounted guide
signs is January 2015. For overhead
guide signs and street name signs,
the compliance date is January 2018.
All prismatic sheeting materials may be used for all
signs. High Intensity Beaded (Type III) and Super Engineer Grade (Type II) may be used for all signs except for
the white legend on overhead guide signs.
Engineer Grade (Type I) may be used for all signs
except for:
•the white legend on guide signs,
•the white legend on street name signs, and
•all yellow and orange warning signs.
Even though a particular type of sheeting might initially meet the minimum retroreflectivity levels when new,
it might quickly degrade to below the minimum retroreflectivity levels.
TIP: The use of higher performance sheeting, even
though it has a higher initial cost, might provide a better
life-cycle cost for the agency.
It’s All About Safety
Providing retroreflective delineation and signing is
important as a means of reducing the higher nighttime
crash rates. Signs that have sufficient retroreflectivity during nighttime conditions are especially beneficial to older
road users.
Safe and efficient highways are a benefit to the motoring public and the health and viability of a community.
More Information
Additional information regarding nighttime visibility
can be found at: http://safety.fhwa.dot.gov/roadway_dept/
retro/.

Retroreflective Sheeting Materials
ASTM D4956 describes the types of retroreflective
sheeting materials that can be used on traffic signs. The
new MUTCD minimum retroreflectivity requirements refer
to sheeting types as defined in ASTM D4956. Sheeting
types that can be used according to the new requirements
are as follows (current as of March 2008):
Agencies have until January 2012
to establish and implement a sign
assessment or management method
to maintain minimum levels of sign
retroreflectivity. The compliance date
6
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A Couple of New Bills
Affecting Counties
By: Dan Semmens, Dorsey & Whitney, LLP

As we approach the new year, a couple of bills
from the 2011 State Legislature that affect public
financing options for counties seem particularly worthy of highlighting.

Senate Bill 1
Counties considering creating rural special
improvement districts should take note of the
changes made by Senate Bill 1. Senate Bill 1 will be
effective on January 1, 2012, and will apply to all
rural special improvement districts (“RSIDs”) for
which the resolution creating the district is adopted
after December 31, 2011. Senate Bill 1 intends to
avoid a windfall to subdividers by requiring that
counties that assess all lots equally re-assess and re
-spread the assessment across all lots in a district
whenever there is an increase in the number of lots.
It thus imposes some administrative oversight on
counties as well. As those of you who are familiar
with RSIDs may know, when creating an RSID,
there are several different methods of assessment
that can be used. Senate Bill 1 provides that, if each
lot in the district is assessed in equal amount, the
assessment against each lot must be recalculated
when there is an increase in the number of lots in
the district.
For example, imagine a district
comprised of 10 lots, each of which is assessed
$100. If one lot is subdivided into 11 lots, the district
will now comprise 20 lots and the assessment must
be recalculated across the 20 lots. This means,
assuming the debt service on the RSID bonds
remains the same, that the assessments against the
original lots will go down (in the example, from $100
per lot to $50 per lot), but the assessment against
the area that was once one lot and is now 11 will go
up (in this example, from $100 to $550, or $50 per
lot).
Senate Bill 1 amends the statutes dealing with
the resolution of intention to create an RSID and
notices. These amendments provide that if the
county chooses to assess costs equally to all lots in
the district, the resolution of intention and the
corresponding notices need to make it clear that if
the number of lots in the district increases, the
county will recalculate the assessment based on all
MACo News • Volume 40, Number 10 • October 2011

lots then in the district and re-spread assessments
across all lots in the district on an equal-amount-perlot basis. Owners of property inside the contemplated RSID therefore have notice of the possibility
of recalculation, along with the opportunity to protest
the creation of the RSID or the method of assessment chosen.
If recalculation of the assessment is necessary,
the board of county commissioners must base the
recalculation on the amount of the district’s
outstanding bonded indebtedness and spread the
assessments across the district based on the
number of lots within the boundaries of the district as
of July 1 following the action that resulted in the
increase in the number of benefited lots. The board
of county commissioners should also comply with
the provisions of Sections 7-12-2158 through 7-122160, Montana Code Annotated, which deal with
resolutions for assessments of taxes, notice of and
public hearing regarding assessments, and opportunity for protest of the amount of the assessments.
In seeking to limit windfalls to subdividers,
Senate Bill 1 necessarily introduces some additional
public process for those RSIDs that assess each lot
in an equal amount. Counties considering creating
an RSID should carefully consider the likelihood of
future subdivision in a proposed district before
deciding which assessment methodology will best
suit their needs, and be aware that if the assessment methodology selected is equal amount per lot,
a county will need to include special language in the
district creation documents and monitor annually the
total number of lots in the district.

House Bill 538
Counties planning to issue bonds should
be aware of House Bill 538. House Bill 538 became
law on April 22, 2011, with an immediate effective
date. It gives counties (along with other local
governments and school districts) the option to
choose the most favorable way to sell bonds, allowing bonds to be sold directly to various types of
purchasers without a competitive sale, including to
underwriters, banks, and state and federal funding
agencies. Before House Bill 538 became law, in a
number of contexts, counties could sell bonds only
by competitive public sale.
House Bill 538 also imposes upon counties the
responsibility to choose the bond sale process that
Continued on page 8...
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will be in the best interests of the county. As a
general rule, the county will want to select the sales
process that is most likely to result in the least overall cost and the lowest interest rates to the county.
Selecting the appropriate sales process will
depend on a variety of factors, including the size and
type of bond issue. For example, a very large
general obligation bond with a high credit rating
might best be sold through the typical competitive
sale process in which the bonds are sold to the
bidder that offers the lowest interest rates, while a
complicated RSID bond with a mix of developed and
undeveloped lots might best be privately placed with
an underwriter or bank. Since the enactment of HB
538, we have found that bonds previously required
to be sold through a competitive process and that
were privately placed with an underwriter pursuant
to House Bill 538 have sold at very attractive interest
rates.
If a county is considering issuing bonds, it should
consult its financial advisor and bond counsel early
on and it may well be useful to be aware of websites
such as EMMA (http://emma.msrb.org/) to get a
sense of sales information across the country in
respect of the particular type of bond issue the
county is contemplating. Counties may also want to
consider developing checklists for evaluating the
question of how to best approach which sales
method to select.
If you have any questions or observations about
the above summary, please contact Dan Semmens
or Courtney Ellis at (406) 721-6025 or by email at
semmens.dan@dorsey.com
or
ellis.courtney@dorsey.com. We’d love to hear from
you.
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MACo Employee Profile

Commissioner Profile

Kimberly Potter, Legal Assistant

Elaine Graveley, Broadwater County

Spouse’s name and time
together: None. I have been on my
own since 1994.
Children’s names and
Newly, 31 and Carly, 29

Spouse’s name and time
together: Bob and we have been
married for 46 1/2 years.

ages:

Children’s names and ages: Lisa 45; T.J. - 43; Kristen - 31; Jared - 29

Occupation and years at current
occupation: I have been a legal
assistant for a total of about 8 years.
Profession before
Services Coordinator

current

occupation:

Occupation and years at current
occupation: County Commissioner
for 3 years.
Medical

Education: AA Degree/Spokane, WA 1993

Profession before current occupation: Deputy Secretary of State for elections and government for 7 years;
Broadwater county Clerk and Recorder for 11 years and
Broadwater County Fair Manager for 6 years. I also
worked for several years for the Montana Senate.

Biggest challenge you’ve ever faced: When I almost
lost my daughter at 7 years old to Osteomyelitis (a bone
infection in her sternum); and the days and weeks following my Dad’s passing.

Education: Graduated from Broadwater High School
after which I attended Carroll College. I have also
attended many, many self improvement classes.

Two people, alive or not, you would like to have
dinner with: My Dad and John Sherriff’s, trainer of
Zenyatta, 2010 Horse of the Year.

Biggest challenge you’ve ever faced: Trying to keep
everyone happy. Balance county budget with a small
amount of money.

Surprising fact about you: I play league Darts in the
Fall and Winter and Horseshoes in the Spring and
Summer

Two people, alive or not, you would like to have
dinner with: God, Ronald Regan and Princess Diana.
Surprising fact about you: I am a great grandmother

Most adventurous thing you’ve ever done: In
December of 1997, I embarked on a cross-country trip
from Northern Idaho to Lakeland, Florida, just me and my
two cats. It took me 12 days, including stopping in Las
Vegas for a few days of fun.

Most adventurous thing you’ve ever done: When I
chose to run for county commissioner after I had retired
from the state.

Favorite TV show: I like reality TV and watch lots of
horseracing.

A turning point in your life: When I had children

A turning point in your life: When I knew my daughter
was going to survive her illness.
A book you’ve read twice (or more): A western
romance novel called Calder Born, Calder Bred
The job you wanted at age 18: Horse Trainer
Favorite movie: Secretariat and Seabiscuit (what can I
say)

Favorite TV show: Dancing with the Stars

A book you’ve read twice (or more): The Bible
The job you wanted at age 18:
psychologist

To be a teacher or

Favorite movie: Pretty Woman
Person(s) who had the biggest influence on you/your
life, and why: My parents and my husband and best
friend, Bob. My parents instilled a great set of values and
morals in me and Bob, my best friend, for always being
the solid rock and partner.

Person(s) who had the biggest influence on you/your
life, and why: My parents, by far. They were always
there for me, taught me to work hard, love with all my
heart, and to never give up.
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Just for Fun
Thanksgiving Becomes A
National Holiday
Throughout American history other days
of Thanksgiving were
recorded, and several
presidents
(George
Washington,
John
Adams, and James
Madison) tried to set aside a National day of
Thanksgiving. However, the first official
Thanksgiving Day came in 1863, after President
Lincoln observed the tragedy of Gettysburg, in the
midst of the Civil War.
He wrote his "Proclamation of Thanksgiving," on
October 3, 1863. In it he reminded the Nation from
where their bountiful blessings come, and said: "I do
therefore invite my fellow-citizens in every part of the
United States, and also those who are at sea and
those who are sojourning in foreign lands, to set
apart and observe the last Thursday of November
next as a day of thanksgiving and praise to our
beneficent Father who dwelleth in the heavens."
President Lincoln had declared the last Thursday
in November as a national day of Thanksgiving. In
1939, Franklin D. Roosevelt moved Thanksgiving up
a week (to make shopping for the Christmas season
longer), but changed it to the fourth Thursday in
1941.
Thanksgiving Today
Thanksgiving has always been about food,
family, games, and giving thanks. Food is definitely
the main attraction on Thanksgiving Day. Every
year, thousands wake up early to roast the turkey
and prepare a feast, which provide enough leftovers
for a whole week.
Families and friends gather and often tell each
other for what they are thankful. Some families make
it a tradition to watch "The Macy's Day Thanksgiving
Parade" (kick off to the holiday season), or some
football. Many families end the day with playing
games ranging from board games to football.
No one really knows what happened on the first
Thanksgiving, or even when it happened. Even so,
Thanksgiving has become one of America's most
beloved holidays for food, family, and fun.
MACo News • Volume 40, Number 11 • November 2011

Harold Blattie Elected
MACo Executive Director, Harold Blattie was
elected as 3rd Vice-president of the National Council
of County Association Executives (NCCAE) at their
Annual Conference in Philadelphia, Oct 19 – 21,
2011. Other NCCAE officers include: President –
Larry Dix, Nebraska Association of County Officials;
1st Vice-president Stephen Acquario - New York
State Association of Counties; 2nd Vice-president Paul McIntosh California State Association of
Counties and Past President - Dick Burke, Missouri
Association of Counties.
The National Council of County Association
Executives provides a vehicle through which its
membership may improve the administration of the
various associations of counties and associations of
county officials. It also provides a forum through
which its membership may, from time to time, meet
and exchange information of importance to the
executives of state associations of counties.
Blattie said; “I am excited to take a leadership
role with NCCAE, giving Montana a stronger voice at
the national level supporting the National Association
of Counties as the voice of America’s Counties in its
efforts to promote and improve county government.”

CONSULTING • CONSTRUCTION

mckinstry.com 406-214-3500
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MACo Risk Management
and Training
Emelia McEwen
Sr. Loss Control Specialist
Phone: (406) 449-4370
Fax: (406) 442-5238

21 3rd Street North, Suite 500
Great Falls, MT 59401
406-452-2526

MACo HCT
A Cost Effective Alternative for
Employee Benefits
(406) 443-8102 (Helena)
(406) 535-6893 (Lewistown)
Pam Walling - pwalling@mtcounties.org
Alyce Bailey - abailey@mtcounties.org
Laurie Goltry - lgoltry@mtcounties.org
Website: www.macohct.com
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Beaverhead County Makes
The NACo Drug Discount
Card Available

NACo Webinars
November 3rd - 2:00 PM EST
There’s a Killer on the Road - What can be done
about Roadway Departure Crashes?
During this webinar, receive a comprehensive look at the seriousness of roadway
departure crashes, why it is such a problem on
rural and isolated roads, and the counter
measures that counties can implement to
reduce the number of roadway departure
crashes.
Contact: James Davenport - 202-661-8807

November 16th - 2:00 PM EST
Members only
The Importance of Planning for Continuity of
Government / Operations
Join this webinar to hear about the essential
elements of a Continuity of Operations Plan
(COOP) such as plans and procedures that
delineate essential functions, specify
emergency delegation of authority, provide for
safekeeping of vital records, and identify
alternate operating strategies.
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Six months ago, the Beaverhead County
Commissioners announced that a drug discount
card, distributed by the National Association of
Counties (NACo), was available to every
resident in the county, regardless of whether
they have other medical insurance benefits.
Since that time, NACo has kept track of how
many people in Beaverhead County have used
the card, and how much they have saved.
Commissioner Mike McGinley went over the
statistics at a meeting of the commissioners in
September.
Over the past six months, an average of
13.5 individuals has used the discount card
program, averaging a savings of $409.16 per
month, or an overall savings of $2,455. During
the month of April, prescriptions with a retail
cost of $1,927.57, for 18 individuals, were
purchase at a savings of $526.04, a savings of
a little over 27 percent. During the month of
July, savings on prescriptions using the card
were almost 43 percent.
The card costs the user nothing, and can be
obtained at the courthouse, and at various
locations throughout Dillon.

MACo News seeks
your suggestions
Every month, the MACo staff strives to publish
a helpful and insightful newsletter in MACo News,
and to make it an indispensable source of information for county elected officials.
As part of our efforts to continuously improve
the News, we welcome any suggestions or comments from our readers. We’ll even be glad to consider any story ideas, too, as long as it benefits our
readers.
To talk to someone directly or to submit a note
regarding MACo News, please contact Sharon
W i l s on
at
44 9 -43 6 0
or
by
e -m a i l :
maco@mtcounties.org.
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You arrive at your hotel and check in at the front desk. When checking in, you give the front desk your
credit card (for all the charges for your room). You get to your room and settle in.

MACo News

Someone calls the front desk and asked for; example Room 620 (which happens to be your room).

Arthur J. Gallagher
200 S. Orange Avenue, Suite 1350
Orlando, FL 32801
(800) 524-0191, Ext. 3512
www.ajg.com

The Facts (and Fiction) of Tornadoes
The New York Times
Continued from the October MACo News issue...

Q: How far can an object picked up by a tornado travel?
A: Tornadoes have tipped over trains and sucked up cows, but the objects that travel farthest are, not surprisingly, small
and light.
In 1995, researchers at the University of Oklahoma wanted to study the pattern of debris carried long distances by tornadoes. So after a tornado, they asked people to send them identifiable objects, for example, canceled checks, which helpfully include the name and address of the check writer, making it easy to figure out how far the check has traveled.
In five years, more than 1,000 objects were collected, said John T. Snow, dean of the university's College of Atmospheric and Geographic Sciences, who led the tornado debris project. Among the odder ones was a man's bowling jacket.
''It had his name stenciled on the back of it and the name of the bowling alley,'' Dr. Snow said.
Most of the objects landed fairly close, 15 to 20 miles from where they started. A few traveled more than 60 miles. The
farthest an object traveled was more than 150 miles. -- KENNETH CHANG
Q: How well can meteorologists predict the path of a tornado?
A: John Ferree, a researcher with the National Severe Storms Laboratory in Norman, Okla., said forecasters typically
issued a warning for about three of every four tornadoes, and rarely missed a strong tornado like the one that hit Joplin.
But predicting the precise touchdown point and path is difficult. Meteorologists can see from radar where the center of
the wind circulation is, but that is a mile up in the air, and the path to the ground may be slanted. Normally, forecasters
can place a tornado within about five miles of its touchdown point, Mr. Ferree said.
Forecasters can also predict the compass direction of the tornado within 20 degrees to 30 degrees. Large tornadoes that
develop from the rotating thunderstorms called supercells can sometimes slow down and then veer to the right as air
circulates around them, Mr. Ferree said, adding, ''Those are ones you have to watch out for.'' -- HENRY FOUNTAIN
Q: What is the risk of being killed by a tornado in the United States?
A: Nationwide, the risk is 1 in 5 million, according to Dr. Harold E. Brooks, a research meteorologist at the National Severe Storms Laboratory, part of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration.
Before 1925, the death rate was nine times as high. After tornadoes that year killed 695 people in Missouri, Illinois and
Indiana, mass communication improved, public awareness increased and builders began making stronger houses. As a
result, Dr. Brooks said, tornado deaths declined for decades. But the decline slowed in the 1990s because more and
more people began living in mobile homes, which are tossed about by the high winds. People who live in trailers or mobile homes are 15 times as likely as those in permanent housing to be killed by tornadoes. Dr. Brooks said that this year,
the rate of tornado deaths among mobile-home residents might reach 50 per 5 million.
Although the risk would seem to be higher in the ''Tornado Alley'' region of the South and the Midwest, it is not possible
to calculate reliable figures by state or region, Dr. Brooks said, because the numbers are too small to be statistically
meaningful. -- DENISE GRADY
More to come in the December issue...

We are a leader in providing Risk Management solutions to Public Entity and Scholastic
organizations. We provide:
•
•

First Dollar or Deductible Programs
Pools, Captives, or Risk Retention Groups

Large or small, we’ll be your partner in providing Risk Management services for your Public Entity.
Please contact Richard Terlecki or Mary Albee at (800) 524-0191 for more information.
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MACo News
MACRS 32nd
Annual Spring Conference

March 26 - 29
2012
Best Western Heritage Inn, Great Falls
Please contact: Eric Griffin,
Lewis & Clark County Road Supervisor
at:
447-1636 for more information

Order your 2011 MACo Directory
of Montana Officials updated with
newly elected
officials!
HALF PRICE
NOW ONLY
$7.50

Go to www.mtcounties.org to
order & pay online
OR
Send order & payment to:
MACo
2715 Skyway Dr. , Suite A
Helena, MT 59602
Attn: Sharon
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MACo News
Emelia’s Safety Corner
Safety tip of the Month

Preventing Wildlife
Vehicle Collisions
Most deer (or moose
and antelope) collisions
occur during October,
November and December.
While increased animal
activity plays a part, driver
inattention also plays a
costly and dangerous
factor.

Avoiding Deer , Antelope and Moose,
Car Collisions
The explosion in the deer population has lead
to a continuing increase in deer-car collisions.
This trend will only increase as the deer
population grows and urban habitats continue to
encroach
upon
rural environments.
The average cost per insurance claim for
collision damage is $2,800, with costs varying
depending on the type of vehicle and severity of
damage. When you factor in auto claims
involving bodily injury, the average rises to
$10,000.

divide agricultural fields from forestland. Deer
seldom run alone. If you see one deer, others
may be nearby.
When driving at night, use high beam headlights when there is no oncoming traffic. The
high beams will better illuminate the eyes of
deer on or near the roadway.
Slow down and blow your horn with one long
blast to frighten the deer away.
Brake firmly when you notice a deer in or
near your path, but stay in your lane. Many
serious crashes occur when drivers swerve to
avoid a deer and hit another vehicle or lose
control of their cars.
Always wear your seat belt. Most people
injured in car/deer crashes were not wearing
their seat belt.
Do not rely on devices such as deer whistles,
deer fences and reflectors to deter deer. These
devices have not been proven to reduce
deer-vehicle collisions.
If your vehicle strikes a deer, do not touch
the animal. A frightened and wounded deer
can hurt you or further injure itself. The
best procedure is to get your car off the
road, if possible, and call the police.
Source: Insurance Information Institute, Inc..
The I.I.I. is a nonprofit, communications
organization
supported by the insurance industry.

Defensive driving tips to avoid hitting
a deer , antelope or moose
Be especially attentive from sunset to midnight and during the hours shortly before and
after sunrise. These are the highest risk times
for deer-vehicle collisions.
Drive with caution when moving through
deer-crossing zones, in areas known to have a
large deer population and in areas where roads
16
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Carbon County
Administrative Assistant Position Available
POSITION: Full Time Administrative Assistant
QUALIFICATIONS: Must have, strong communication skills, excellent computer skills, respect the confidentiality of personnel records and have experience with personnel policies and human resource issues, be familiar with the Budgeting, Accounting and Reporting System (BARS), and Government Accounting Standards
Board (GASB) accounting standards. Applicant must be a self-starter able to perform all functions with minimal supervision.
JOB DESCRIPTION:
Administration of bookkeeping functions including payroll and accounts payable
Responsible for county budget preparation and oversight and support to all department heads.
Prepare time sensitive reports on a monthly, annual, or as needed basis.
Assist auditors in preparation of county audits and submit required audit reports.
Human Resource officer for the county including maintenance of personnel records
Responsible for filing claims and warrants, financial record maintenance and retention.
Performs and oversees the administration of private, state, and federal grant programs.
Assist with questionnaires, surveys and reports.
Serves as the computer and IT coordinator for Carbon County.
Administration of purchase and distribution of office supplies for county offices.
Assist County Commissioners with health insurance bids, and other special financial projects.
Assist Clerk and Recorder with phone calls, making copies etc., and elections as needed
Respond to questions from department heads and general public regarding budgetary issues.
APPLICATIONS: Applications are available at the Carbon County Clerk and Recorders Office at 17 W. 11th
St., Red Lodge, Montana 59068 or by calling 406-446-1595. Carbon County is an equal opportunity employer. Salary is DOE. Applications will be accepted until 5:00 pm, November 17, 2011. Interviews will be arranged after review of applications. Position will remain open until filled.
Doug Tucker, Chairman

2012 Legal Holidays
New Year’s Day……………………………….. Monday, January 2
Martin Luther King Jr. Day……………………. Monday, January 16
Lincoln’s and Washington’s Birthday……….. Monday, February 20
Memorial Day………………………………….. Monday, May 28
Independence Day……………………………. Wednesday, July 4
Labor Day……………………………………… Monday, September 3
Columbus Day…………………………………. Monday, October 8
General Election Day…………………………. Tuesday, November 6
Veterans' Day………………………………….. Monday, November 12
Thanksgiving Day……………………………... Thursday, November 22
Christmas Day…………………………………. Tuesday, December 25
MACo News • Volume 40, Number 11 • November 2011

17

Around Our Counties
Dawson County
A Montana oil and
gas lease sale held in
September brought in
$7.9 million for area
schools.
The sale of leases
on school trust lands in
20 counties was the
fourth largest auction in
three decades, according to the Department of
Natural Resources and
Conservation.
Dawson County generated the most lease
revenue in the state.
Twenty-eight leases
were sold in Dawson
County and two leases
were sold in Roosevelt
County. The interest in
these counties is an indicator that success in the
Bakken Formation is
attracting oil and gas
companies to both Eastern and central Montana.
“Revenue from the
state trust lands goes to
the state general fund
and finances K-12 education’”
said
John
Grassy, the public information officer for DNRC.
Leases are sold
every fiscal quarter.
Once bought, purchasers gain the right to
explore oil and gas for
10 years, Grassy said. If
the buyer fails to break
ground in that time, the
lease is nullified and the
tract of land is returned
to the state.
Grassy
said,
“Montana may not compare to the likes of
Texas and Alaska - its
2009 output of 27,692
18

barrels ranked 11th in
onshore
production
among the 50 states but
the
economic
benefits for K-12 are
monumental.”

Flathead County
Flathead County
commissioners
are
considering a request
to contribute $10,000
during the next two
years to an education
and outreach effort
related
to
aquatic
invasive species.
Caryn Miske, executive director of the
Flathead Basin Commission, recently asked
commissioners for the
cash.
Miske has been
working with various
government
entities
and private organizations to secure money
for a campaign to keep
invasive species out of
Flathead Lake.
Earlier this year,
the state Legislature
allocated more money
to address aquatic
invasive
species
issues, Mike said, but
fewer boat inspection
stations are operating
this year than in the
past years. Boats are
inspected for the presence of mussels and
invasive weeds at
those
stations.
If
undesirable
species
are discovered, the
boats aren’t allowed in
Montana waters.
“The concern is at
a time when our
borders
are
more

porous, we're getting
more boats in Montana.” Miske said.
“We have very little
money for education
and outreach,” she
added. “We need education to complement
inspection efforts.”
The
continuing
problem Miske faces
is a lack of funding
to address invasive
species.

Gallatin County
When it comes to
noxious weed education, the earlier the
better.
Brittany Ellis, second grade teacher at
Ophir School, not only
educates her students
on how to identify
them, but also helps
the kids take their
noxious weed studies
to practice.
In September the
eager second graders
headed to the Big Sky
Community Park to do
a noxious weed pull
accompanied by Mike
Jones, assistant coordinator and foreman of
the Gallatin County
Weed District. The
group was on the hunt
for
such
noxious
offenders as Canadian
thistle, hoary alyssum,
yellow toadflax, and
oxeye daisy. They
didn’t have to look long
- the weeds were
everywhere.
The kids spent the
day filling a total of five
huge bags full of the

weeds - so heavy that
the bags had to be
hoisted over the shoulders of adults to be
carried out of the park.
But the kids did more
than just pull weeds.
They also counterattacked the spread of
one species with a little
help from weevils - little
bugs that love to chomp
on the picky, purpleheaded musk thistles.
It was unanimously
agreed that the day at
the Community Park
eradicating their noxious
weed enemies was a lot
of fun.

Lewis & Clark
County
The Lewis and Clark
Library has recently
partnered with the State
Library to provide a suite
of online information to
library patrons. The
Montana State Library
has contracted with
EBSCO Publishing to
provide library patrons
with access to the latest
information from nearly
20,000 different periodicals. In addition to the
change over to EBSCOhost databases, a new
search systems, EBSCO
Discovery Service, has
been adopted to provide
library patrons easier
access to a number of
shared library resources.
EBSCO
Discovery
Service allows patrons
to use a simple search
box while exposing them
to nearly everything that
is available in libraries
throughout the state.
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Around Our Counties
Madison County
Madison County has
a new person at the
helm of the Public
Health Department and
it didn’t have to look
hard to find her.
Theresa Stack from
Sheridan took over September 19th for Jill
Steeley who is now with
the Gallatin City-County
Public Health Department.
Stack comes to the
job with vast experience
in work place safety and
an education in public
health and community
medicine.
She worked for 12
years in the US Navy’s
Mishap Prevention and
Hazard Abatement program, all while living in
Sheridan where her and
her husband Michael
moved 15 years ago so
he could pursue his
dream of being a guide
and outfitter.

Missoula County
Two
Missoula
County Public Schools
have
received
the
coveted Blue Ribbon
Schools award for
academic excellence
from the US Department
of Education, a rare feat
for even one school in
one district.
Both Cold Springs
and Russell elementary
schools were recently
given the title, awarded
to
schools
whose
students
achieve
extraordinarily high test
scores compared with
the national average and

which have a history of
meeting or surpassing
those goals.
Webb Harrington,
longtime principal at
Cold Springs, credits
her staff as well as her
students’ parents, who
regularly put in hundreds of volunteer
hours as the school
each month.
In 2011, nearly
every Cold Springs student in grades 3 - 5 (97
percent) scored proficient or
advanced in
statewide
reading
tests. Ninety percent of
MCPS students in
those grades achieved
those scores, while
Montana as a whole
came in at 85 percent.
Also
at
Cold
Springs, 93 percent of
those same students
were proficient or advanced in math, compared with 79 percent
for MCPS and 69 percent for all
Montana
students.
Those scores follow numerous other
years of academic excellence
at
Cold
Springs, a track record
that led to the Blue
Ribbon award.

erations director.
Since
January,
Loya had been serving
as the county’s animal
control officer. However, that position was
eliminated in the fiscal
2012 county budget
which included 17 layoffs.
For Loya, the opening at the shelter came
at the perfect time.
“I can still be a part

of helping animals and
people in the community,” Loya said.
At the shelter, her
daily activities
will
include interacting with
staff, animal behavioral
assessments, helping
with adoptions, talking to
the public, setting policies and procedures
and, of course, caring for
the welfare of the
shelter’s animals.

Ravalli County
It didn’t take long
for the former Ravalli
County animal control
officer to land on her
feet.
Teresa Loya has
been hired as the
Bitterroot Humane Association’s shelter op-
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Calendar of Events
November

December

1-3

5-9

Elected Official Training - MACo

5

MACo Board of Directors Meeting MACo

MACo JPIA/JPA Trustee Retreat Grouse Mountain Lodge, Whitefish
10/1 - 8:00 - Noon JPIA, 1:00 - 5:00 JPA
10/2 - 8:00 - 3:00 JPA/JPIA/HCT

3

MACo Health Care Trust Meeting Missoula, Time TBA

11

Veterans’ Day - MACo Office Closed

14

Children, Families, Health & Human
Services Interim Committee - Capitol,
Room 137

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
President
Connie Eissinger, McCone County
1st Vice President
Greg Chilcott, Ravalli County
2nd Vice President
Joe Briggs, Cascade County
Fiscal Officer
Cynthia Johnson, Pondera County
Urban Representative
Andy Hunthausen, Lewis & Clark County
Immediate Past President
John Ostlund, Yellowstone County
Past Presidents
Carl Seilstad, Fergus County
Mike McGinley, Beaverhead County
John Prinkki, Carbon County
Bill Kennedy, Yellowstone County
Carol Brooker, Sanders County
Vic Miller, Blaine County
DISTRICT CHAIRS
1. Richard Dunbar, Phillips County
2. Douglas Buxbaum, Dawson County
3. Donald Reiger, Fallon County
4. Russ Tempel, Liberty County
5. Ben Ober, Toole County
6. Ken Ronish, Fergus County
7. Maureen Davey, Stillwater County
8. Gail Vennes, Broadwater County
9. Randy Taylor, Park County
10. Bill Barron, Lake County
11. Jean Curtiss, Missoula County
12. Tom Rice, Beaverhead County
ASSOCIATION BOARD MEMBERS
Leo Gallagher, Lewis & Clark Co. Attorney
Blanche McLure, Granite County
Clerk & Recorder
Marilyn Craft, Jefferson County
District Court Clerk
Steve Immenschuh, Granite County
Coroner
Gary Olsen, Broadwater County
Justice of the Peace
Diane Inbody, Teton County School Supt.
Leo Dutton, Lewis & Clark Co. Sheriff’s Office
Jane Swanson-Webb Carbon County
Treasurer

MACo STAFF

Harold Blattie, Executive Director
Sheryl Wood, Associate Director
Tom Swindle, Finance Officer
Karen Houston, Meeting Planner
Sara McGowan, Accounting Technician
Shantil Siaperas, Legislative Coordinator
Sharon Wilson, Administrative Assistant
Greg Jackson, JPIA/JPA Trust Admin.
Mike Sehestedt, Chief Legal Counsel
Maureen Lennon, Assoc. Legal Counsel
Greg Bonilla, Assoc. Legal Counsel
Carol Knight, Legal Assistant
Kimberly Potter, Legal Assistant
Emelia McEwen, Sr. Loss Control
Specialist
Jack Holstrom, Personnel Svcs. Admin.
Fran Monro, Member Services Rep.
Keith Stapley, Claims Administrator
Wendy Sesselman, WC Claims
Supervisor
Dennis Jupka, Senior Claims Specialist
Bonnie Knopf, Data Specialist
Christine Holling, Senior Claims Rep.
Liz Krzan, Claims Rep.
Jan Denke, Claims Support Specialist
Alyce Bailey, Program Coordinator
Pam Walling, Marketing Coordinator
Laurie Goltry, Member Services Rep.
Tom Beneventi, Custodian/Maintenance
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ASSOCIATE
MEMBERS

Diamond Member
Arthur Gallagher Risk
Mgmt. Services
MT Dept. of
Commerce

Gold Member

Copper Member
MDU Resources
WGM Group, Inc.
Pacific Technology
Alliance

AFFILIATE
MEMBER

AT&T
Johnson Controls,
Inc.

MT County Road
Supervisors (MACRS)

Silver Members

Thank you!

Ameresco, Inc.

Bronze Members
Dorsey & Whitney
For information on how
MT Correctional
to become an Associate
Enterprises
Member, visit our
Gaelectric, LLC
website at
Great Plains Towers
McKinstry
www.mtcounties.org
Morrison-Maierle Inc.
or call
(406)449-4360

2011 Directory of
Montana County
Officials
Order your copy today at
www.mtcounties.org
Just $15.00! $7.50

MACo NEWS
449-4360 Fax: 442-5238
maco@mtcounties.org
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