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National County Government Month (NCGM) held each April is an annual
celebration of county government. Since 1991, the National Association of
Counties has encouraged counties to actively promote the services and
programs they offer. Counties can schedule activities any time during the
month. NCGM is an excellent opportunity for your county to highlight effective county programs and raise public awareness and understanding about
the various services provided to the community.
This year’s theme is “Healthy Counties, Healthy Families.” Link activities to
this theme by promoting your county’s health services, wellness programs,
recreational programs and other services. This fits nicely with my presidential initiative, “Healthy Counties,” a county by county public awareness
campaign to promote healthy living and lifestyle choices in communities
across the country. Counties aren’t expected to hold public awareness
events every day in April, but should schedule activities any time during
NCGM.
Popular events include public tours of county facilities; speaking with
students, community organizations and business leaders; holding student
essay and art contests; and sponsoring “family day” events on county
grounds. The goal is to inform the public about your county’s services and
programs in fun and interactive ways.
There are online tools available on the NACo website to learn how your
county can make the most of National County Government Month. Start
planning today!
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MACo News
Miller Reports
on NACo
Legislative
Conference
Submitted by Vic Miller,
Blaine County Commissioner

As a member of the Finance and Intergovernmental Affairs Committee, our sub-committee meetings
occurred on Saturday March 3, commencing with the
Reservations Subcommittee. New Chair Woman Lena
Fowler set the tone of the sub-committee by asking the
group of developments in their individual states on how
counties and tribes are acting in a positive manner. I
was happy to report that Montana Association of
Reservation Counties had their first meeting with
Montana Wyoming Tribal Chair Association Director
Gordon Belcourt. Given the somewhat contentious and
rocky relationships that Montana counties and tribes
have had in the past, I felt our strides were a step in
the right direction. I was able to make a plea for federal
recognition of our Little Shell Band in Montana. NACo
and tribes have also had a similar past history of
furthering relationships and I was happy to see this
move forward. Other parts of the country are not
experiencing similar results, particularly in areas of
high population, land acquisitions and gaming interests
being involved.
The next sub-committee dealt with election issues.
While we know that elections are usually a state issue,
I am again happy to report that Montana and, particularly Blaine County, is not subject to a number of
abuses to a system that should not have flaws. We did
receive a report from the PEW Research Group on
how to modernize voter registrations and the role that
the federal government MAY have to be involved in. I
might also add that we are fortunate to have our Clerk
and Recorder Sandi Boardman on the working group
of the State of Montana. Her leadership and vision are
apparent “back home” as well. The rest of the meeting
centered on aging election machines as we enter a
new generation of election machines available.
Our third sub-committee also had a new vice chairman Daniel Troy. This sub-committee deals with
finances (taxes). Of very little ramifications for
Montana, but for states that have sales tax and local
option taxes is the Small Market Fairness Act. In a
nutshell, internet sales generate lost tax revenue of
approximately $23 Billion. For the main street business

2

person trying to compete with a fair level playing field,
they are subject to paying the sales tax while Internet
sellers (remote sellers) are excluded. Imagine going to
an internet outlet and asking for a donation for the local
baseball league for your children. Needless to say, the
debate on this bill filled our committee room. I urge our
Congress to take action on this bill. I mentioned this bill
has no validity on Montana. I need to digress a bit. For
our main street drug stores and appliance shops, internet sales do reach our main streets. Online publishing
hits our local newspapers. I could go on and on. There
is a huge change in on how retail business is taking
place anymore.
Sunday, we had our full committee meeting and
reiterated the work from the day before.
Monday and Tuesday was general sessions and
workshops. For workshops, I attended the Transportation workshop on the Highway Bill and then the
National Flood Insurance Programs workshop. The first
general session was a debate between National Syndicate speakers Tucker Carlson and Eleanor Clift. The
debate was entertaining and one could gather insight
into the upcoming election cycle. Tuesday’s general
session included Senators Dick Durbin (D-Illinois) and
Michale Enzi (R0Wyo) and both were there in support
of the Small Market Fairness Act. We also heard from
Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif) and the Secretary Tom Vilsack
on the upcoming Farm Bill. I was and have always
been impressed by Secretary Vilsack. His progressive
attitude and vision for agriculture is something I
admire. I was also equally impressed with Transportation Ray LaHood. His straightforward approach and
answers in a place like Washington, D.C. was
refreshing.
I ended the day by attending a session on hydraulic fracturing. As a panel discussion, the presentations
were well balanced in their approach. The Montana
delegation then went to the Senate Finance Committee
Room at the Dirksen Senate Building. We were able to
spend time with Senator Baucus and his staff. While
Senator Tester and Congressman Rehberg were
unable to attend, some of Congressman Rehberg’s
staff was also in attendance. Of particular note was
seeing Blaine County’s Sarah Harshman and Heather
O’Loughlin. Sarah is working very hard on the Senate
Finance Committee staff and Heather works for
Senator Baucus. Sarah, of course, is from Chinook.
Heather’s forefathers homesteaded in the Savoy area.
It is refreshing to see some of Blaine County’s finest
folks working in our nation’s Capitol for our good.
As depressing as we may be on occasion about
the goings on in our political world, I am always
refreshed to see people truly working for our good. It
gives me hope.
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MACo News
Briggs Reports
on NACo
Legislative
Conference
Submitted by Joe Briggs,
Cascade County Commissioner

Telecommunications and Technology
Steering Committee report
Recently I attended my first NACo conference on
your behalf and I would like to thank you for opportunity to serve you in this role. I am a member of the
NACo Telecommunications and Technology Committee Steering Committee and also attended the IT
standing Committee, the Essential Technologies
Sub Committee and a daylong Technology Symposium.
Each of these sessions were both interesting and
informative. I could spend a good deal of time reviewing each session, however, I realize that not
everyone shares my passion for technology so I will
focus on two key elements of the discussions.

Spectrum Allocation:
This topic cut across all of the meetings due to
its importance to all counties and our citizens. Basically, when we talk about spectrum we are referring
to a range of frequencies that are used by TV stations, radio stations, remote control toys, garage
door openers, cell phones, short wave radio, CB radio, public safety radio, county radios, state radios,
GPS receivers, wireless Internet and many more
devices. There is a limited amount of spectrum and
the use of handheld Internet devices and cell
phones is rapidly exceeding the parts of the spectrum that has been allocated to this use. If we want
more high speed wireless broadband access, a
greater share of the spectrum must be allocated to
this purpose. This means someone else needs to
give up some of their allocation.
This process has been ongoing for some time but
most Americans were unaware of it until their TV
station was required to go from an analog signal to
digital. The use of digital signal processing allows
for more data to be transmitted on a given frequency
and also reduces the size of the buffer required on
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each side of an active frequency. In other words, it
is more efficient.
As we all know, our public safety radio system is
undergoing a similar shift away from analog to a narrow band digital system for the same reason. These
changes are all a part of the efforts of the FCC to
reallocate the available spectrum in a more efficient
manner to make room for new and expanding uses
such as wireless broadband. Once a frequency is
cleared of existing uses and reallocated for a new
use, the FCC auctions the frequencies out to the
highest bidder. In the past, these auctions have provided funding for the Federal Grants that we have
received to purchase the new digital public radio
equipment, Internet build out in some rural areas as
well other general government functions.
NACo has been pushing for several years for
one set of frequencies known as the “D-block” to be
reallocated for public safety rather than it to be auctioned off. This reallocation would effectively double
the spectrum allocated for Public Safety and would
allow the creation of a nationwide Wireless Broadband system specifically for public safety.
Recently, a bipartisan effort succeeded in addressing this issue by including reallocation of DBlock language in the unemployment benefits and
payroll tax cut extension legislation. This bill also
allocates seven billion dollars to fund the development and build out of the Public Safety Broadband
system as well as setting rules for the auctioning of
additional spectrum for commercial wireless broadband use.
The proceeds of the auction will fund the extension of the unemployment benefits, the Public Safety
Broadband network as well as 325 million for next
generation 911 development. Senator Baucus was
a key player in the passage of this legislation.
The next step from NACo’s perspective is to engage in the rule making process to make certain that
the FCC auction process is open and fair to all commercial vendors. From MACo and other rural state’s
perspective, we must also guard against all of the
funding for the Public Safety Broadband system being appropriated by our larger urban cousins. It is
critical that Montana does not get left out of the
equation when wireless broadband resources are
being allocated.

Continued on page 4...
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NACo Applications Store:
This is a great concept but the name is misleading, it is not actually an applications store but it is an
online resource for counties that contains information about software applications that are in use by
counties throughout the nation. The idea is to have
all NACo counties enter into this database all of the
computer applications that they use, both those that
they have purchased and those they developed in
house. The more counties that participate, the better the resource will be for all of us. If for example,
you are looking for a new accounting system for
your county, you would be able to access the database and get a listing and description of the various
packages that are available as well as contact information for other counties using that software. Let
say that you are using two commercial packages
and you need an interface that connects the two applications, rather than developing your own, the
NACo Applications Store may be able to provide you
with the name a county that has already created the
necessary interface. The burgeoning area of mobile
apps is another place where this resource could be
of great assistance. Rather than attempt to develop
our own mobile apps to interface with things like our
GIS data this resource could lead us to apps that are
already available. For example, how many of you
know that there is already an app available called
“Montana Parcel App” from GCS Research that uses
the GPS location feature of your smart phone and
then provides you with parcel and ownership data
from the Montana Cadastral system for your current
location or any other location in the state?
As the mobile revolution gains strength our need
to provide mobile apps to access our systems will
grow rapidly. I for one would prefer to not reinvent
the wheel, the NACo Applications Store will be an
important tool in all counties sharing applications
resources. The launch date for this new tool will be
in September of this year.
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Johnson
Reports on
NACo
Legislative
Conference
Submitted by Cynthia Johnson,
Pondera County Commissioner

NACo Community and Economic
Development Steering Committee Report
The NACo Community and Economic Development Housing Subcommittee met early Sunday morning following a wonderful Sunday non-denominational
service.
The Housing Subcommittee heard from Kedrin
Simms Brachman, Federal Legislative Director for the
National Association of Home Builders. Housing issues in the nation continue to paint a bleak picture with
high percentages of foreclosures affecting the majority
of urban communities. The National Association of
Home Builders reminded the committee of the impact
that building homes has on our economy and Ms.
Brachman believes the industry has turned the corner
and begun to recover. The markets are showing consistent improvement on three indicators - housing permits, employment and home prices. Threats to housing continue to be access to credit, mortgage interest
deduction, qualified residential mortgages and the
housing finance system. In states like Montana and
North and South Dakota, while there is huge demand
for housing, folks are having a tough time qualifying for
credit therefore the builders don’t have an opportunity
to build. In states like Florida and Nevada, using the
appraised value of occupied and newer homes as
comparables to foreclosed and abandoned properties
creates real difficulties in selling those foreclosed properties.
Brachman then discussed legislative issues impacting housing. The HOME program is in jeopardy,
Fannie and Freddie are toxic, and CDBG and HUD
Section 8 are receiving incredible scrutiny. She reminded the sub-committee that Congress doesn’t hear
paid lobbyists nearly as well as local Government leaders and encouraged all elected officials to invest time
and energy speaking directly with our Congressional
representatives.
The Housing Subcommittee recommended for
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approval to forward to the Board of Directors, resolutions in support of continued funding for HUD programs, including the CDBG and HOME programs, and
in support of the Project Rebuild Act (creating jobs
through housing rehabilitation, expanding NSP to include commercial properties).
NACo Community and Economic Development
Subcommittee on Economic Development met immediately following the Housing subcommittee.
Mark
Doms, Chief Economist of the Office of the Chief
Economist from the Department of Commerce. Dr.
Doms discussed the current economy relative to jobs,
housing, and energy. He compared the early 2011
events to what’s happening now. The economy in
2011 started out with a bang then experienced several
incidents which led to a downward spiral – namely the
spike in energy prices, European instability, Japanese
earthquakes, and uncertainty in policy development.
Non-farm jobs growth has been relatively constant
since 2011 but local government, state, and federal
jobs have steadily decreased over the same time period. Once adjusted for inflation, the amount of government spending has decreased for three straight years
– unprecedented in the last 50 years.
Dr. Doms discussed energy issues. Keystone
Pipeline was mentioned in that he felt the pipeline
would not decrease our dependence on foreign oil
since Canada was a foreign country. I reminded him
that it wasn’t just about foreign oil – but North Dakota
and Montana oil and putting people to work. Dr. Doms
also discussed the increase in the production and utilization of Natural Gas and the positive impact on decreasing oil dependence.
Housing was briefly mentioned as far as the positive direction that appears to be developing in housing
markets in all areas except the “sand states” – Nevada,
California, Arizona, Florida, etc. Usually, Doms said,
when an economy begins to recover, the housing market contributes significantly. This isn’t the case today
since the consolidation of families or folks who have
created households in order to survive – kids living at
home longer, people choosing rental properties instead
of single family dwellings, baby boomers downsizing or
eliminating second homes, late retirements, etc.
Doms discussed the American Community Survey
and the threat of making the survey voluntary because
many folks feel the survey is too invasive. Rep Poe
has introduced a bill to make it voluntary. Since county
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governments depend on the information gathered
through the ACS, he encouraged committee members
to have that conversation with their Congressmen and
Senators.
The Sub-committee on Economic Development
recommended for approval to forward to the Board of
Directors, a resolution in support of reauthorization and
continued funding levels for the Economic Development Administration and a resolution in support of legislation to ensure all Americans have adequate access
to post offices and postal facilities.
The full NACo Community and Economic Steering
Committee met the remainder of the day, following the
two sub-committees, and listened to a presentation by
Jonathan Harwitz, Deputy Chief of Staff for Policy an
Program, Department of Housing and Urban Development. Harwitz, like those before him in the day, believes the economy is “pulling back from the precipice”.
Of greater concern is the condition of the Federal
budget. Development of the FY 13 budget for HUD
included several mitigation strategies - encouraging
more private capital back to the mortgage market, prioritizing renewal HUD contracts to protect current HUD
families, continued progress on last year’s signature
priorities (like the Choice Neighborhoods Program and
sustainable Housing and Communities and a Rental
Assistance Demonstration project) and a reduction of
the regulatory burdens while increasing efficiency.
Housing priorities are competing with all other priorities
in this critical budget development period. Anything
not funded in transportation authorization, will put additional pressure on the Appropriations bill.
A question arose about what inefficiencies exist in
CDBG programming that members of Congress believe are accurate but are not? Harwitz felt if folks have
local success stories, those are the ones we should be
sharing on Capitol Hill. There is no other way to fund
some of the projects that are funded locally in our communities by the CDBG programs.
NACo Staff Liaison, Daria Daniel, gave a brief legislative update and representatives of the National Association of Community and Economic Developers, the
Large Urban County Caucus and Rural Action Caucus
reprised the committee of those caucus’ legislative priorities.
The NACo Community and Economic Steering
Committee reviewed resolutions forwarded from the
subcommittees and approved their recommendation to
the NACo Board of Directors.
A task force was established to review the platform
of the Community and Economic Development Committee. That review will be completed by the annual
NACo meeting.
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MACo News
Integration of Medical
Certification with CDL Record
By Barry “Spook” Stang,
Montana Motor Carriers of Montana

All CDL holders should be aware of a new federal law
that took effect January 30, 2012 and how it pertains to
your medical certification as a CDL holder. Even though
this law took effect on January 30, 2012, Montana was
not ready and it will not begin until June 1, 2012. Following is some information for Montana CDL holders and
what is necessary to comply:
What is not changing? All CDL holders must continue to
carry their medical examiner’s certificate (commonly
referred to as a DOT card).
What is changing? The federal Motor Carrier Safety
Administration adopted new regulations requiring state
driver licensing agencies to add medical certification
status and the information on your medical examiner’s
certificate (previously referred to as DOT card) to your
Commercial Driver’s License Information Systems
(CDLIS) record.
When does this change start? June 2012 in Montana.
Start dates vary from state to state.
Who is affected? Drivers who apply for or renew a
Montana CDL after May 31, 2012
When you go in to apply for or renew a Montana CDL:
You must determine the type of business you operate in
and certify to that type of commercial operation on your
driver license application. Based on that self-certification,
you may need to provide a current medical examiner’s
certificate (MEC) and medical variance, if you have one,
to obtain or keep your CDL. The self-certification categories include:
• Interstate non-excepted: You are an interstate
non-excepted driver and must meet the federal
MEC requirements (i.e., you are “not excepted”).
• Interstate excepted: You are an interstate
excepted driver and do not have to meet the
federal MEC requirements.
• Intrastate non-excepted: All Montana-only
(intrastate) drivers are required to meet the
medical requirements.

What do I do when my MEC expires? If you applied for
or renewed a Montana CDL between June 1, 2012 and
January 29, 2014:
You must provide a copy of your new MEC to the Montana Motor Vehicle Division prior to the expiration of your
current certificate. You may do this by:
• Presenting your MEC at a local driver license
office
• Faxing your MEC to the Montana Motor
Vehicle Division
• Mail a legible copy of your MEC to the Montana Motor Vehicle Division
The Montana Motor Vehicle Division will notify Montana CDL holders who have not renewed or upgraded
prior to January 30, 2014, about when and how to
submit your self-certification and, if applicable, MEC.
What happens if I do not keep my medical certification status information current with Montana?
Drivers will be sent notification prior to the expiration of
their MEC and will be given ample time to submit a new
MEC. Failure to submit will result in the downgrade of
your interstate CDL to a base, Class D license.
Most important part of this rule for state and county
employees is that if you drive exclusively for a Government agency you do not need a medical card. If
you do any part-time driving of CMV outside of your
regular job you need to comply.
For more information and information on how to determine your type of self-certification go to: https://
doj.mt.gov/driving/commercial-driver-licensing/medicalcertification/
Additional contacts:
Kristine Thatcher, Bureau Chief
KThatcher@mt.gov
Patrick McJannet, Program Supervisor
pmcjannet@mt.gov
Driver License Bureau
Motor Vehicle Division
Montana Department of Justice
406-444-3933

If you are subject to the MEC requirements, you must
provide a legible copy of your MEC to the Montana Motor
Vehicle Division.
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DEQ Requires Pesticide
Permits from Districts
By Karl Puckett, Great Falls Tribune

The Clean Water Act now requires Montana weed
and mosquito districts to pay up to $500 for a pesticide
permit from the state Department of Environmental
Quality before spraying for weeds and mosquitoes in
sate waters.
Ryan Arkoudas, manager of the Cascade County
weed and mosquito district, the state’s largest, says
the new law will create more paperwork and expense
for cash-strapped weed and mosquito districts.
It went into effect November 1, 2011.
“Our position is, “Why do we need to do more
when we’re doing what’s required of the law,”
Arkoudas said.
Cascade County Commissioners approved a pesticide discharge management plan, required by the
change, and a notice of the county’s intent to apply to
the DEQ for the permit. The permit is required to spray
pesticides and herbicides in waters of the state for
controlling weed and mosquitoes.
“This kind of falls under, ‘What choice do we
have?’ option,” Commissioner Joe Briggs said. The
permit will cost $500 for larger districts such as
Cascade County. The permit is good for five year with
yearly renewal costing $250. The cost for smaller
districts is $50 and $25. In 2000-2001, a number of
lawsuit and court orders created confusion about
whether pesticide spraying could require a permit
under the Clean Water Act, according to the EPA’s
website. EPA proposed a rule in 2006 exempting pesticide application “to, over, or near” waters. However,
EPA’s rule was challenged and later nullified by the 6th
Circuit Court of Appeals and EPA developed the pesticide permit for waters.
Under the new permit in Montana, additional
reporting will be required on the kind of insecticides
applied, and where and how much, Arkoudas said.
In April, Arkoudas, the Montana representative for
the Northwest Mosquito and Vector Control Association, is planning to travel to Washington D.C. to meet
with the state’s congressional delegation about the
issue. A bill pending in the Senate would scrap the
special permit for application of pesticides to waters.
“It’s redundancy in the law,” Arkoudas said. “We
already comply with the law. Now they are giving us
additional regulations to follow, which don’t really
change anything other than reporting.”
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MACo OFFERS
"PRESIDENT'S
SCHOLARSHIPS"
Connie Eissinger, McCone County Commissioner and President of the Montana
Association of Counties, has announced the availability of the MACo "President's Scholarships" to this
year's graduating high school
seniors residing
in McCone County.
A $1,000 scholarship, and a $500
scholarship will be awarded based upon merit to
graduating seniors who will be attending a
Montana community college or 4 year degree unit
of the University System and whose courses of
study are encouraged to include but are not
limited to political science, public administration,
social sciences, communications, public relations
or general studies with an emphasis in
government-related studies.
The scholarships are awarded each year to
high school seniors residing in the home county of
the MACo President. President Eissinger said the
scholarships are designed to help develop student
understanding of local government activities,
responsibilities and commitment to community
service.
The application forms are available at the
McCone County Courthouse in the commissioners
office and at the following schools: Circle High
School and Wolf Point High School.
The applications must be postmarked no
later than Friday, April 13, 2012, and returned to:
Montana Association of Counties
2715 Skyway Drive, Suite A
Helena, MT 59602-1213
ATTN: Scholarship Coordinator
Final judging will be done by Monday, April
30, 2012, to select the scholarship recipients.
A certificate will be issued to the recipient, and the
payment will be made directly to the college
or university of the student's choice prior to
enrollment.
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MACo News
Just for Fun
The Montana State Seal
From the Montana Secretary of State’s Website

The Great Seal of the State of
Montana is a vivid symbol of all that
is special about Big Sky Country.
The Great Seal of the State of Montana evolved
from a basic design submitted by Francis McGee
Thompson, a representative from Beaverhead County
at the First Legislative Assembly at Bannack, the
Territorial capital, during the winter of 1864-65.
Thompson's design contained the words "Oro el
Plata,", two of the riches that gave rise to the nickname
Treasure State. This was changed to read "Oro y Plata,"
Spanish for gold and silver. Indeed, it is interesting to
note that during the first Territorial legislative deliberations on this subject, consideration was given to using
the word "Eldorado" instead of "Oro y Plata." This
proposal of was voted down.
The seal also features a plow and a miner's pick
and shovel above these words to illustrate the state's
agricultural and mineral wealth. These are surrounded
by the mountains for which Montana was named, as
well as by the Great Falls of the Missouri River, which
so dazzled explorers Lewis and Clark.
The Territorial resolution accepting Thompson's
design was passed on February 9, 1865, and signed the
same day by Territorial Governor Sidney Edgerton. The
resolution read: "The Territorial seal shall as a central
group represent a plow, a miners pick and shovel, upon
the left mountain scenery, underneath as a motto the
words Oro el Plata. The seal shall be two inches in
diameter and surrounded by these words, The Seal of
the Territory of Montana."
The original designers of the seal were members of
a legislative committee chaired by Francis M. Thompson, in the days when Montana was still a territory.
Thompson was not without some expertise: he had engraved seals for Montana's first mining districts on the
ends of ax handles. The committee wanted to incorporate into the design the essential elements of Montana's
economy and its natural attributes. The first seal
included bison and other animals, but these were
removed by later designers who thought the seal was
too cluttered. Thompson, who came to the Territory from
Massachusetts in 1862, returned to his home state in
1865. His original hand drawn design for the seal is
preserved in the Historical Society of Montana.
When Montana changed from a territory to a state in
1889, the seal changed, too. In 1891, shortly after
Montana became a state, legislators debated the design
of the seal at length and suggested adding Indians,
settlers, miners, horses, sheep, cattle -- even a train or
8

stagecoach. Recognizing that the seal could quickly
become overpopulated, the lawmakers finally decided to
leave well enough alone. Montana's first seal had a
buffalo where the trees are now, and the falls and river
were different, but it was very close to the
original. They satisfied themselves with changing the
word "Territory" to "State."
The Territorial seal was used until the Third Legislative Assembly that the basic design received sanction
as The Great Seal of the State of Montana. The adopting resolution was passed March 2, 1893. Two years
later the man who made the drawings for the State seal,
based on the original Territorial design was paid $20 for
his work. House Bill 178, approved March 2, 1895,
directed: "That the sum of twenty dollars be, and the
same is hereby appropriated out of any moneys in the
State Treasury not otherwise appropriated, for the relief
of G.R. Metten for services rendered the State in the
year 1893, drawing designs for the Great Seal of
Montana."
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Order your 2012 MACo
Directory of
Montana
Officials
AVAILABLE NOW
ONLY
$15.00
Go to www.mtcounties.org to
order & pay online
OR
Send order form & payment to:
MACo
2715 Skyway Dr. , Suite A
Helena, MT 59602
Attn: Sharon
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MACo Alert
Emelia’s Safety Corner
Safety tip of the Month

Substance Abuse Is a
Safety Hazard
April is Substance Abuse
Awareness Month
This month is a good time to review the hazards of
using various illegal and legal substances on the job. First
of all, be aware that most sub- stance abusers are employed, so drug abuse is very much a workplace hazard.
You also need to know that people frequently become
addicted to sedatives, sleeping pills, and other prescription drugs, so it’s not just illegal substances that can be
hazardous in the workplace.
Realize that working under the influence affects reflexes and reaction time, concentration, perceptions, and
judgment—all of which make a person working under the
influence an accident waiting to happen. In fact, people
who work under the influence of drugs or alcohol are
three to four times more likely to have an accident. And
while the people who cause accidents are often the ones
who are injured, the accidents they cause can also injure
other people.

Learn to recognize these signs of possible abuse in yourself or others:
• Frequent work absences and late arrivals
• Poor concentration and coordination
• Slow mental and physical reflexes
• Restlessness, nervousness, paranoia
• Argumentative, defensive, and/or blaming others for problems
• Letting responsibilities slide
• Impaired judgment and decision making
• Mood swings
• Revved-up movements and speech
• Forgetfulness
• Loss of interest in and lack of responsibility for work
• Pushing beyond physical capacity
• Carelessness

Here are some important facts to know about specific
drugs:
•
•

•

•
•

Marijuana is the most common illegal
drug used on the job.
In a survey of callers to the national cocaine hotline, 18 percent confessed to
stealing from co-workers to support
their addiction, and 64 percent admitted
that their drug use negatively affected
their performance.
Experts warn that addiction can happen
very quickly. In the case of heroin, a
person could become addicted after just
one use.
Although alcohol is a legal substance, it
is still a drug, and it can be highly addictive.
Inhalants such as airplane glue,
paint thinner, aerosols, nitrous oxide, amyl nitrate, and butyl nitrate
contain very hazardous chemicals that
can be deadly.
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MACo News
Commissioner Profile
Jane Weber
Cascade County
Spouse’s name and time
Together: Jim and I met in graduate school
at the University of Montana in the mod1970s and we’ve been together ever since.
This summer marks out 33rd anniversary.
Jim is a retired senior investigator and field
office manager for the US Department of
Labor. He now volunteers his time serving
on many local and statewide housing
boards.
Children’s names and ages: Max, 27 - works as a college
recruiter and financial aid assistant at Wall Walla Community
College in WA. Max is also the assistant coach for both the college men’s and women’s soccer teams. In his limited spare time
he also coaches club soccer for two high school girl’s club
teams in Pasco, WA. Several times a week he commutes to
Pasco to coach the girls and he travels with them every weekend. This past weekend, he took both teams to Las Vegas for
western tournaments. Max is recently engaged to Alysse Ginkle
and they will be married in September 2012.
Eliza (Ellie), 25 - Ellie recently graduated with the Degree in
Fine Arts from the University of Montana. Her emphasis is in
ceramic sculpture. The past 5 weeks, Ellie has financed and
planned her own personal trip to art galleries in Paris, London,
Prague and Amsterdam. She has been posting us on Face
Book and sending periodic emails from coffee cafes. She is
having a marvelous time and will be back in Montana for a brief
stop then off to Seattle where one of her sculptures is being
displayed at the 46th Annual Conference of the Nation Council
on Education for the Ceramic Arts.
Nora, 23 - Nora graduated from Montana Sate University in
December with a BS in nursing. She recently passed her Nursing certification and is working for Benefits Health Systems as a
nurse at the Adult Detention Center in Great Falls. She is planning to relocate to Fairbanks, AL in early summer to be with her
boyfriend who in an Army Ranger, soon to be stationed there.
Occupation and years at current occupation: I have been a
County Commissioner since September 2010 when I was appointed to fill the remaining two terms of former Commissioner
Peggy Beltrone.
Profession before current occupation: Prior to becoming
County Commissioner , I enjoyed 30+ years working for the
Forest Service. I started my career laying out timber sales, serving as crew boss for thinning and tree planting operations; building and maintaining trails , cleaning campgrounds, serving as
coordinator for Youth Conservation Corps projects, fighting forest fires and eventually I advanced to management positions as
the Assistant Forest Planner, Forest Information Officer, and
finally as Director of the Lewis and Clark National Historic Trail
Interpretive Center. My varied Forest Service career afforded
me an opportunity to work in the woods for many years with
resource professionals who implemented multiple use manage-
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ment principles; who respected Montana’s natural resources;
and who found balance between resource use and protection.
Education: Some may be surprised to know that I have a BS
in Art Education and was at one time certified and did briefly
teach K-12 art classes in public schools. Because I enjoyed
sports and the outdoors, I attended graduate school at the
University of Montana to pursue a degree in Recreation Management. While in my second year of studies, I was offered a
summer position with the Lolo National Forest and was encouraged to pursue a degree in Forestry instead. I abandoned
my graduate program to obtain a BS in Forest Science with
studies in timber and soil management.
Biggest challenge you’ve ever faced: Helping a friend with
cancer through the dying process.
Two people, alive or not, you would like to have
dinner with: Abraham Lincoln during the Gettysburg Address
and Helen Keller in her mid-20s.
Surprising fact about you: I was the captain of my college
women’s basketball team. No small feat for someone who is
5’ 2” tall.
Most adventurous thing you’ve ever done: In November
1988 just two days after delivering my third child, I accepted
the offer to become Director of the Lewis and Clark Interpretive Center. I was to build community coalitions, find an acceptable building location; and oversee the design/
construction of a museum building. I would also translate the
vision of the local community into 10,000 square feet of exhibits. I had no more than a passing knowledge of this historic
journey and would soon have the privilege of meeting many
Indian leaders who helped me understand the Native American perspective on this story. I will always remember the generosity of those who guided me as I found my way in that new
adventure. I still marvel at the kindness shown me.
Favorite TV show: Jane Austin’s BBC production of “Pride
and Prejudice”; although I admit being addicted to “Downtown
Abbey”.
A turning point in your life: Leaping into politics instead of
retirement - it’s a way to give back to people who have supported me for over 30 years.
A book you’ve read twice (or more): “Crossing to Safety” by
Wallace Stegner
The job you wanted at age 18: An elementary school art
teacher.
Favorite movie: “Cold Mountain”, based on a book written by
Charles Frazier a fictionalization of the Civil War.
Person(s) who had the biggest influence on you/your life,
and why: An English college professor who encouraged me
to write and to take risks.

11

MACo News

12

MACo News • Volume 41, Number 4 • April 2012

MACo News
Renewable Resource
Grant and Loan
Program is now
accepting applications
The Montana Department of
Natural Resources and Conservation is accepting applications for projects that promote the
conservation, development, management and preservation of Montana’s Renewable Resources.
Grant are available for up to $100,000 and lowinterest loans are available up to the amount a community
has the ability to repay. There is approximately $6 million
available biannually. All grant and loan requests must receive authorization by the 2013 Montana Legislature.
Projects funded through this program:
•
•
•
•
•

Irrigation efficiency improvements
Watershed planning and restoration
Range and timber improvements
Renewable energy and projects to reduce the use of
agricultural chemicals.
Community infrastructure projects for water, wastewater and solid waste

The application deadline is
May 15th, 2012
Applications are available by contacting the
Department of Natural Resources and Conservation,
Renewable Resource Grant and Loan Program
PO Box 201601
Helena, MT 59620
(406) 444-6668
www.dnrc.mt.gov/cardd/ResourceDevelopment/rrgp/
RenewableGrantProgram.asp
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MACo Risk Management
and Training
Emelia McEwen
Sr. Loss Control Specialist
Phone: (406) 449-4370
Fax: (406) 442-5238

21 3rd Street North, Suite 500
Great Falls, MT 59401
406-452-2526

MACo HCT
A Cost Effective Alternative for
Employee Benefits
(406) 443-8102 (Helena)
(406) 535-6893 (Lewistown)
Pam Walling - pwalling@mtcounties.org
Alyce Bailey - abailey@mtcounties.org
Laurie Goltry - lgoltry@mtcounties.org
Website: www.mtcounties.org/hct
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Win two, Free registrations
to any NACo conference
Purpose: The purpose of the National County Government Month
Award (NCGM) is to encourage
counties to participate in National
County Government Month and recognize those
counties that sponsor outstanding programs to
reach out and educate citizens about county government during the month of April. The entries will
also be posted online and will serve as a database
of ideas for other counties to use.
Eligibility: To be eligible for the competition, the
program must be conducted by a current NACo
member during the month of April as part of
NCGM.
Criteria: Programs will be judged on the following
factors: citizen participation, involvement of
elected officials and staff, utilization of existing resources, amount of positive media coverage generated by the event(s), and how the program was
promoted by the county (i.e.press releases, social
media, utility mailers, etc.).
Entries: Online applications must be received by
Friday, May, 25, 2012 to be eligible for the competition.
Judging: A team of public relations professionals
from the National Association of County Information Officers (NACIO) will judge the applications
and select one winner and runner ups from each
category.
Judging: A team of public relations professionals
from the National Association of County Information Officers (NACIO) will judge the applications
and select one winner and runner ups from each
category.

MACo News • Volume 41, Number 4 • April 2012

Prize: The winning counties will be recognized
during the NACo Annual Conference in July.
Three counties will receive the top award – rural
counties (population less than 100,000); suburban
counties (population between 100,000 and
500,000) and metropolitan counties (population
above 500,000). Second place awards will also be
presented.
Each county winning the top award will receive
two, free registrations that could be used at any
NACo conference. This prize is worth more than
$1,000.Those counties chosen for second place
awards will receive one, free conference registration. All counties that submit entries will receive
certificates recognizing the programs they initiated.
Application: The online application is now available and is posted on the NACo website.

2012 NACo Annual
Conference and Exposition
July 13 - 17
David L. Lawrence Convention Center
Allegheny County - Pittsburgh, PA
NACo’s 77th Annual Conference and Exposition
provides an opportunity for all county leaders and
staff to learn, network and guide the direction of the
association. The Annual Conference, held each July,
is hosted by a member county. This year, the conference will be held in Allegheny County, (Pittsburgh)
Pennsylvania. The Annual Conference provides
county officials with a great
opportunity to vote
on NACo’s policies related to federal legislation and
regulation; elect officers; network with colleagues;
learn about innovative county programs; find out
about issues impacting
counties across the country; and view products and
services from participating
companies and exhibitors.

Registration is
Now open!
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America’s local roads and
bridges are in need of
funding for maintenance
and repair work
County engineers report poor infrastructure; need
federal funding for jobs
WASHINGTON, D.C. – The nation’s roads and
bridges, nearly half of which are under the financial
control of local governments, are in desperate need
of federal assistance for long-delayed maintenance
and repair work which would help create jobs in
communities across the country, according to a new
survey of county engineers by the National Association of Counties (NACo).
NACo, which represents the interests of county
governments across the nation, recently commissioned a survey of 1,300 county engineers on America’s road and bridge infrastructure and the economy. In many counties across the country, county
engineers oversee roads and bridges on county designated routes.
Major findings of the survey report, “Fixing It: Infrastructure and the Economy,” include the following:

•

•
•
•

81 percent of responding county engineers
report that they have deferred maintenance
since the beginning of the economic slow
down;
98 percent report that some of their roads are in
poor and/or fair condition;
86 percent report having bridges in poor condition; and
91 percent say that the receipt of infrastructure
funding would help create jobs.

The survey findings draw attention to the failure
of Congress – under the leadership of both political
parties – to pass a multiyear reauthorization of the
surface transportation bill which since 1956 has provided federal funds for road construction and maintenance.
“The nation’s county roads and bridges need
work, and the American people need jobs,” said
NACo President Lenny Eliason, Commissioner, Athens County, Ohio. “Congress needs to stop playing

politics and finding excuses not to reauthorize the
federal highway and transit bill as has been done
successfully in a bipartisan way for many decades.
“Maintaining safe and reliable transportation infrastructure across America is a basic yet vital function of government,” Eliason said. “It’s long overdue
for Washington to reach agreement on a multi-year
surface transportation bill.”
The county engineer is often responsible for designing, reviewing and approving plans for new developments, including roadways and bridges, bikeways, sidewalks, and storm water facilities. In addition, county engineers are often responsible for the
planning and maintenance of the local transportation
network.
The county engineers in the sample group are all
members of NACo’s affiliate the National Association of County Engineers (NACE). National Research, LLC conducted the survey by telephone and
received 400 completed responses from 31 states,
all of which have road and bridge responsibilities.
Other highlights of the survey include the following:

•
•
•
•

11 percent report that more than $50 million in
additional funding would be needed to put all
county roads in “good” condition;
52 percent of large urban counties report that
more than half of their roads are not in “good”
condition;
86 percent of large urban counties report that
some of their roads are in poor condition; and
51 percent report that they experienced funding
cuts of between 10 to 25 percent of funding
levels since 2008.

In recent years, since the economy has slowed
down, counties have been faced with deteriorating
road and bridge infrastructure and a loss of jobs in
their communities. NACo’s legislative representative
for transportation issues has witnessed Congress
extend the current surface transportation authorization eight times since it expired on September 30,
2009.
The current extension expires March 31, 2012.
These extensions allow cities, counties and states to
continue working on highway transit projects but
hamstring them due to the abbreviated length of the
extensions. Typically these extensions have been
for less than a year and make it difficult for counties
to plan and execute infrastructure projects.
Continued on page 17...
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Districting & Apportionment
Commission Meetings

America’s local roads
and bridges
Continued from page 16...

At the same time that Congress has made funding
decisions more difficult, states and counties themselves have decreased the availability of funding for
infrastructure maintenance. Budget shortfalls at both
the state and local level have caused counties to defer badly needed maintenance on transportation infrastructure.
As many counties have examined ways to save
money and balance budgets, some have furloughed
or laid off county employees. During the summer
months of 2011, the monthly total of laid off state and
local workers exceeded 23,000 a month.
Jobs that could be created by counties in the construction industry are not available because there is
no secure funding stream for these infrastructure programs.
Click here to read the survey.

NACo Webinars
April 19 - 2:00 PM EST (General Audience)
County Operated Senior Care Facilities:
Reposition, Re-Engineer or Retreat?
Within the context of health reform and
significant financial pressures, counties are
revisiting how to provide senior health care
services in
a high quality, cost-effective
manner. This webinar is designed for counties
that continue to operate and fund long term care
centers. Learn about ways your county can
address the challenges inherent in providing
senior health services by implementing innovative strategies to provide quality care that can
also offer fiscal relief to your county.

APRIL
12

Lewistown - 6:30 pm, Community Center

13

Bozeman - 7:00 pm, Community Room,
Gallatin County Courthouse, 3rd Floor

18

Great Falls - 7:00 pm, City Commission
Chambers, Civic Center

19

Browning - 1:00 pm, Tribal Council
House of Chambers, All Chiefs Square

MAY
8

Havre - 7:00 pm, Havre City Council
Chamber

9

Wolf Point - 1:00 pm, Roosevelt County
Senior Center

15

Crow Agency - 1:00 pm, Cultural Center,
Little Big Horn College

15

Billings - 7:00 pm, Lincoln Education
Center Board Room

16

Miles City - 1:00 pm, Miles Community
College, Room 106

Contact: Anita Cardwell at 202-942-4267 or
acardwell@naco.org
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Jim Dupont
1946 - 2012
Flathead County
Commissioner
James "Jim" Dupont, 65,
passed away suddenly at his
home in West Glacier on
Monday, March 19, 2012.
Jim was the youngest child of Norman and Mary
Dupont and was born on Nov. 6, 1946, in
Springfield, Mass.
Jim a was longtime resident and friend of the
Flathead Valley. He worked as a law enforcement
officer and Flathead County's longest-serving,
four-term sheriff. At the time of his death, Jim was
serving as Flathead County Commissioner. Jim
served in the U.S. Navy.
Jim married Su Roth and they shared 24
wonderful years together enjoying their family,
friends and all Montana has to offer. Jim will be
fondly remembered and greatly missed for his
fairness, quick wit and wicked sense of humor.
Jim was preceded in death by his parents; and
son, Justin Roth.
Jim is survived by his loving wife, Su Dupont;
brother, Tony Dupont and wife, Barbara; sister, Mary
Laplante and husband, Adrian; daughter, Jessica
Dupont and husband, Kevin; son, Chad Roth and
wife, Brandi; grandchildren, Harlie, Kenlie, Brynn,
Jackson and Teagan; nephews and nieces, Tony
Dupont Jr., and wife, Donnetta, and their children
Summer and Macayla, Aaron Dupont and wife,
Christian, and their children Tia and Jorga, Becky
Friesen and husband, Jerry, and their children Micah
and Nicolas, Matthew Laplante and wife, Kristy, and
their children Zachary and Dylan, Michael Laplante
and wife, Sharon, Christine Whalen and husband,
John, Marybeth Trumbo and husband, Tom, and
their children Russell, Jessica and David, Lynn Miller
MACo News • Volume 41, Number 4 • April 2012

and husband, Wayne, and their children, Andrea,
Nathan and Eric; and sisters-in-law, Bekki Kremer
and husband, Tom, and their children Jennifer and
Matthew, and Debbie Pittman and husband, Ron,
and their children Heidi, Christopher and Brett.
A memorial service was held at 1 p.m. on
Saturday, March 24 at the Christian Center in
Kalispell.
The family requests in lieu of flowers, please
send donations to the Humane Society or the
Flathead County Animal Shelter.
Friends
are
encouraged
to
visit
www.buffalohillfh.com to leave notes of condolence
for the family. Buffalo Hill Funeral Home and
Crematory is caring for the family.

CONSULTING • CONSTRUCTION
ENERGY • FACILITY SERVICES

mckinstry.com 406-214-3500
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You arrive at your hotel and check in at the front desk. When checking in, you give the front desk your
credit card (for all the charges for your room). You get to your room and settle in.

MACo News

Someone calls the front desk and asked for; example Room 620 (which happens to be your room).

Arthur J. Gallagher
200 S. Orange Avenue, Suite 1350
Orlando, FL 32801
(800) 524-0191, Ext. 3512
www.ajg.com

Inflation Tracker: Construction Costs Stabilize
Part 2 of a 2 part series
Equipment Cost Indices
Equipment cost indices have not shown the same volatility as construction cost indices; however, they have
also been affected by the economic downturn. After a year of little or no change in 2010, we started to see
increases in 2011 of 2.3% to 4.0%
2008

2009

2010

2011

Marshall & Swift/Boeckh - Industrial Equipment Avg.
US Bureau of Labor Statistics - Producer Price Index
For Finished Goods, Capital Equipment

+6.3%
+4.0%

-2.7%
+0.0%

+2.1%
+0.6%

+4.0%
+2.3%

FM Global - Industrial Equipment Composite

+5.1%

+0.0%

+.04%

+2.6%*

Take care when selecting an index to track the rate of cost change for your company’s capital equipment. The
three indices in the table in the table above all track average capital equipment cost change percentages, and
indicate the differences that have occurred over the past four years. Developers, as well as brokers, underwriters and valuation consultants can all recommend appropriate indices for your particular facilities. Select
on that represents your capital equipment as closely as possible; there are significant differences between the
average indices shown here and specific industrial-sector indices.
Always remember that cost indices are just average indicators of change; they are not absolutes and there is
no average building or average assemblage of equipment. After five to seven years, you should establish a
new replacement cost basis by using a qualified valuation consultant
Sources
1. MEPS (International), Ltd, All carbon steel products composite price and index
2. Engineering News Record, Monthly Construction Economics Report
3. FM Global, Industrial Cost Trends
4. RS Means, Construction Cost Indices, 30-City Average
5. Marshall & Swift/Boeckh, Marshall Valuation Service, Quarterly Cost Index
6. US Bureau of Labor Statistics, Producer Price Index for Finished Goods - Capital Equipment

We are a leader in providing Risk Management solutions to Public Entity and Scholastic
organizations. We provide:
•
•

First Dollar or Deductible Programs
Pools, Captives, or Risk Retention Groups

Large or small, we’ll be your partner in providing Risk Management services for your Public Entity.
Please contact Richard Terlecki or Mary Albee at (800) 524-0191 for more information.
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Anaconda-Deer
Lodge County
Anaconda-Deer
Lodge County has a new
chief executive, at least
until November’s election,
as county commissioners
approved Planning Director Connie TernesDaniels to replace Becky
Guay, who turned in her
resignation.
“I fully support Connie, I believe she’ll do a
fine job and I don’t believe
you’ll find anyone better
qualified. This decision is
what’s best for the county
right now,” said Guay,
who resigned to accept a
position as operations
manager of West Yellowstone. Guay will stay on
until March 29th.
The ADLC Charter
gives the commission 120
days to name a replacement until a new CEO is
elected.
“I’m honored to fill in, I
believe I’ll do a good job
as interim CEO,” said Ternes-Daniels. “I appreciate
the opportunity to make
this transition.”

Beaverhead County
The
Beaverhead
County Commissioners
awarded the bid for construction of the Steel
Creek Bridge to Frontier
West, a Missoula firm.
Frontier’s bid was the lowest, at $233,675.
The company was
one of six to bid on the
project, with R.E. Miller
and Sons having the second lowest bid.
Chairman
Garth
Haugland said that Frontier West was awarded
the bid, based on advice

from County Attorney
Jed Fitch.
The commissioners
expect that the detour
bridge will be set up by
the first week of April,
and construction will
begin shortly thereafter.

Flathead County
Flathead
County
commissioners
and
members of the Flathead emergency Communications
Center
Board are soon to begin the process of hiring
a new director of the
county Office of Emergency Services.
Scott Sampey has
submitted his resignation from the emergency
post, effective April
30th, the date his contract with the county expires.
County Administrator Mike Pence said
Sampey has accepted
an emergency services
job in Wisconsin.
Because the Office
of Emergency Services
director reports to both
the county commissioners and the communications center board,
Pence anticipates a hiring committee with representatives from both
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entities will be created
to evaluate options to
replace Sampey.
When Sampey was
hired two years ago, a
few months before the
new 911 center opened,
county officials wanted a
department head to
oversee the entire combined emergency services building, which
includes
the
911
dispatch center, emergency management services, the Fire Service
Agency and the hazardous mitigation team.
Pence anticipates
some discussion during
the hiring process about
whether to continue with
an overall manager or
make changes in how
the department is managed.
Pence said county
officials were disappointed
to
receive
Sampey’s resignation.
“We didn’t want to
see him go,” he said.

“I’m happy and I’m
scared.”
In her 30 years, she
has overseen the consolidation of the Havre and
Hill County libraries, the
move into the new library
building and the introduction of computerization.
She was hired in 1982
as the library director for
the former Hill County
Library, located in the Hill
County
Courtho use.
Shortly thereafter, she
was named
director of
the Havre City Library,
formerly located in the
Old Library Gallery building.
The two systems consolidated, and the merged
library moved into the present building in 1986.
Williamson said she
plans to sell her home
and “move around a little
bit.”
“I want to lighten my
load and do a little traveling,” she said.

Lincoln County
Hill County
Bonnie Williamson,
the
only
director
the Havre-Hill County
Library has ever had,
will retire in July.
“It’s a bittersweet
time for me,” she said.

Paying taxes and license fees are not a
pleasurable experience
for anyone, but just in
time for real estate and
property tax season there
will be a little perk that
makes it a little less painful.
By May 31, paying
those taxes will
become a little easier at the
Lincoln County Courthouse when Treasurer
Nancy Trotter Higgins
hopes to have a credit
and debit card payment
system in place.
Higgins made her
pitch to Lincoln County
Commissioners in early
21
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March, and they unanimously obliged.
Higgins
had researched several companies that work with counties with credit and debit
transactions, and found
Montana Interactive as
the one she favors.
“I called around, and I
believe this one will work
best for us,” Higgins said
of Montana Interactive.

Ravalli County
A new planner is on
board at the Ravalli
County Planning Department. Kevin Waller comes
to the Bitterroot from
Yakima
Washington
where he worked in the
Yakima Public Services
for the last year. Before
that he worked for the
Jackson County Development Services. He graduated from Western Oregon University in geography. Waller said he is
excited about the move
and is looking forward to
working in a small office.
He said he looks forward
to expanding his land use
skills and taking on some
increased responsibilities
here.

bursement from the
state level.
During the meeting,
commissioners heard
that a total contribution
of about $280,000 from
the county would put
Extended Care in sound
shape for the coming
year and help make up
for the $50,000 per year
in reduced reimbursement.
For at least 12
years, the county has
provided three mills,
projected to be about
$93,600 this year, to
Extended Care an additional $206,000 plus one
-time payment for a total
payment
of
about
$300,000. The money
will come from the
county’s oil royalty fund.

Rosebud County
Rosebud County is
open for business,

county officials have
launched their first official website.
The idea behind the
website rosebudcountymt.gov has been in
process for a long time,
according to Geraldine
Custer,
Rosebud
County Clerk and Recorder.
“It’s
nice when
someone calls that we
can direct them to the
website.”
Sally Wanner, Deputy Clerk and Recorder,
states that the website
is there so the County
can get information to
the public in an easy
format.
“We wanted to make
information available to
residents and visitors of
Rosebud County,” said
Wanner. “With this site,
visitors can find links to
county departments including our election

page.”
With the upcoming
elections, voters can
download voter registration cards and absentee
ballots. “All they have to
do in find the request, fill it
out online, print and mail,”
explains Wanner.
Individuals who would
normally call in to the
office to request vital
records such as birth and
death certificates can now
visit the website and
download the applications.
Commissioners agendas are also available
every week on the website.
“Information is updated every week,” said
Wanner.
There are still some
locations on the site that
are “Under Construction”
but they plan to be up and
running soon.

1624 12th Avenue North, Great Falls
406-791-8550 or 866-355-8550

Richland County
After hearing concerns from officials representing Sidney Health
Center Extended Care,
Richland County Commissioners voted to increase
the county’s contribution
to the facility.
Extended Care, along
with other senior and long
-term facilities in Montana, are facing some financial challenges due to
lower Medicaid reim22

Keep Emergency Bridges on Hand
USED RAILROAD FLATCARS
A GREAT ALTERNATIVE FOR
LOW-VOLUME BRIDGES!
Contact: Steve Smith directly at 406-791-8549
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Calendar of Events
April
3-6
11 - 13
19
19 - 20
20
23 - 26
26 - 27

June
State-Tribal Relations Interim Committee
HCT/JPA/JPIA Renewal Meetings
State Administration & Veterans’ Affairs - Capitol
Law & Justice Interim Committee - Capitol
Economic Affairs Committee - Capitol
Courts of Limited Jurisdiction Conference Helena Red Lion Colonial Inn
Revenue & Transportation Committee - Capitol

14 - 16
21 - 22

2012 Montana Fire Alliance - Butte
Law & Justice Interim Committee

July
13 - 17

NACo Annual Conference - Pittsburgh, PA

May
15
16
17
16 - 18

MACo JPIA Regional Training - Glasgow
MACo JPIA Regional Training - Miles City
MACo JPIA Regional Training - Billings
Western Interstate Region Annual
Conference (WIR) - Santa Fe, NM

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
President
Connie Eissinger, McCone County
1st Vice President
Greg Chilcott, Ravalli County
2nd Vice President
Joe Briggs, Cascade County
Fiscal Officer
Cynthia Johnson, Pondera County
Urban Representative
Andy Hunthausen, Lewis & Clark County
Immediate Past President
John Ostlund, Yellowstone County
PAST PRESIDENTS
Carl Seilstad, Fergus County
Mike McGinley, Beaverhead County
John Prinkki, Carbon County
Bill Kennedy, Yellowstone County
Carol Brooker, Sanders County
Vic Miller, Blaine County
DISTRICT CHAIRS
1. Richard Dunbar, Phillips County
2. Douglas Buxbaum, Dawson County
3. Donald Reiger, Fallon County
4. Russ Tempel, Liberty County
5. Ben Ober, Toole County
6. Ken Ronish, Fergus County
7. Maureen Davey, Stillwater County
8. Gail Vennes, Broadwater County
9. Randy Taylor, Park County
10. Bill Barron, Lake County
11. Jean Curtiss, Missoula County
12. Tom Rice, Beaverhead County
ASSOCIATION BOARD MEMBERS
Leo Gallagher, Lewis & Clark Co. Attorney
Blanche McLure, Granite County
Clerk & Recorder
Marilyn Craft, Jefferson County
District Court Clerk
Steve Immenschuh, Granite County
Coroner
Gary Olsen, Broadwater County
Justice of the Peace
Diane Inbody, Teton County School Supt.
Chris Hoffman, Ravalli County Sheriff’
Jane Swanson-Webb, Carbon County
Treasurer

MACo STAFF

Harold Blattie, Executive Director
Sheryl Wood, Associate Director
Tom Swindle, Finance Officer
Karen Houston, Meeting Planner
Sara McGowan, Accounting Technician
Shantil Siaperas, Legislative Coordinator
Sharon Wilson, Administrative Assistant
Greg Jackson, JPIA/JPA Trust Admin.
Emelia McEwen, Sr. Loss Control
Specialist
Shannon Shanholtzer, JPIA/JPA Member
Services Rep.
Jack Holstrom, Personnel Svcs. Admin.
Mike Sehestedt, Chief Legal Counsel
Maureen Lennon, Assoc. Legal Counsel
Greg Bonilla, Assoc. Legal Counsel
Carol Knight, Legal Assistant
Kimberly Potter, Legal Assistant
Keith Stapley, Claims Administrator
Dennis Jupka, Senior Claims Specialist
Wendy Sesselman, WC Claims
Supervisor
Bonnie Knopf, Claims Data Specialist
Christine Holling, Senior Claims Rep.
Liz Krzan, Claims Rep.
Jan Denke, Claims Support Specialist
Alyce Bailey, HCT Program Coordinator
Pam Walling, HCT Marketing Coordinator
Laurie Goltry, HCT Member Services
Rep.
Tom Beneventi, Custodian/Maintenance
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ASSOCIATE
MEMBERS

Diamond Member

Copper Member
MDU Resources
WGM Group, Inc.
Pacific Technology
Alliance

Arthur Gallagher Risk
Anderson ZurMuehlen
Mgmt. Services
& Company P.C.
MT Dept. of
Commerce

Gold Member
AT&T

Silver Members
Ameresco, Inc.
Johnson Controls,
Inc.

AFFILIATE
MEMBER
MT County Road
Supervisors (MACRS)
Thank you!

For information on how
to become an Associate
Dorsey & Whitney
MT Correctional
Member, visit our
Enterprises
website at
Gaelectric, LLC
www.mtcounties.org
Great Plains Towers
or call
McKinstry
(406)449-4360
Morrison-Maierle Inc.

Bronze Members

Thank you to all of our
advertisers

The 2012 Directory of
Montana County
Officials is
available now!
Order your copy
today!
Go to www.mtcounties.org

Just $15.00!
MACo NEWS
Ph: 449-4360 Fax: 442-5238
maco@mtcounties.org
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