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County Carcass Composting 
By Maureen Connor, Granite County Commissioner 

 
Does composting of animal carcasses pass the smell test? Should a solid 
waste department take this on? Where do these ideas come from anyway? 
 
The Granite Headwaters Watershed group was visiting with neighbors in the 
Blackfoot drainage who had an idea they wanted to share. In the Blackfoot, 
next to the Bob Marshall Wilderness, grizzly bears were lurking too close for 
comfort to local ranches. While it’s typical for ranches to dispose of normal 
losses of cattle in a ranch ‘bone yard,’ the Blackfoot grizzlies were camping 
out dangerously close to some of them, according to Montana Department of 
Fish, Wildlife, and Parks bear specialist Jamie Jonkel.  The bears would then 
train their cubs to go to the same ‘campgrounds’, according to Jonkel, and 
then some of those bears would check out additional food sources near the 
ranch home.  Not good for the ranchers. 
 
Seth Wilson of the Blackfoot Challenge Wildlife Committee (a subcommittee 
formed due to the increasing human-bear conflicts) said that composting  
efforts, coupled with electric fencing, sanitation, neighborhood networks, and 
general bear awareness reduced conflicts with grizzlies by 96% over a 
seven year period in its project area. 

Composting site with 724 carcasses 

Continued on page 2... 



MACo News 

MACo News • Volume 41, Number 1 •  January 2012 2 

Carcass Composting 
Continued from front page 

 
Granite County ranchers and watershed     mem-
bers liked the sound of that. When the time came 
to set up a local site, Jim Dinsmore, a   local 
rancher and watershed group leader, asked the 
Granite County Commission to      consider car-
cass composting locally. Permitting and location 
was a consideration, and after   discussion, the 
county solid waste transfer 
site near Drummond ap-
peared to be a likely spot. 
 
While the Granite County 
Solid Waste Advisory Board 
greeted the idea with some 
skepticism, local discussion 
started and many meetings 
were held with MDT person-
nel and consultants about 
the effectiveness of proper 
carcass composting. Dis-
gusted facial expressions 
prevailed, questions were 
asked and answered, and at 
the end of the line one big 
question remained, “Does it 
smell? It must really stink!” 
Diligent solid waste advisory 
members drove to at least one carcass compost 
site outside the county to sniff around. 
 

The list of participants in the venture was      con-
siderable; watershed groups, local ranchers and 
citizens, the advisory board, county      commis-
sioners, county solid waste department supervi-
sor, US Fish and Wildlife Service,     Montana De-
partment of Transportation, MT FWP, Montana 
Department of Environmental Quality and as-
sorted consultants. Considering that daunting list 
of interested parties, at the end of the process, 
most were in support. 

 
Initially the County agreed to 
host the site as an add-on to 
the existing license, but    
didn’t want it to be an added 
county expense. The local 
watershed group agreed to 
pay for any time county    
employees would spend 
composting their carcasses. 
The county supervisor was 
new to the carcass compost-
ing world, but was experi-
enced with large scale vege-
table based composting; al-
though it wasn’t clear initially 
whether the additional work 
would   impact his other du-
ties on the site. The supervi-
sor is a 17 year county em-

ployee, and has long been interested in all        
aspects of recycling—his willingness to try this 
new idea was vital to the project. 

Fresh composting piles 

The Special Recipe 
• One backhoe 
• Concrete jersey rail to provide structure 

for the wood chip carcass mix 
• Montana wood chips from a nearby mill  

donated by a watershed group member 
• Water supply 
• Thermometers 
• Compost starter 
• Willing employee and interested      

citizens 
• Carcass supply from local ranches 
Put down a layer of starter compost. Place 
carcasses. Cover with layer of wood chips. 
Add liquid ingredient, water. Repeat last 
three steps as needed. Stir occasionally 
with backhoe. Take temperatures. Cook til 
done. Enjoy! 

Thermometer shows proper temperature for an active pile  
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After a yearlong trial, the county agreed to     as-
sume full responsibility for maintenance, with the 
understanding that if it got to be an expense, the 
watershed group would have to step up again. 
                                                                     
The local site accepted its first truck-
load of carcasses in March of 2010.  
That year, 195 domestic animals 
were composted, along with 19 road-
killed wild animals. The numbers 
would have been a little higher, but 
delays caused us to miss the first part 
of calving season. In year two, 456 
domestic animals have been brought 
in, and 54 wild animals as 2011 
draws to a close. 
 
The site made the TV news once due to a com-
post pile on fire, prompting fears of spontaneous 
combustion, but it turned out to be a drifting ember 
from an ash barrel. 
 
The SW supervisor continues to develop our local 
system, and says that water is his biggest chal-
lenge. A large poly tank was donated, which 
works well in the critical summer months when 
filled with a water truck. There is no well on the 
property. 
 
Both Granite C o u n t y ’ s 
Solid Waste c o n t a i n e r 
sites were undergoing 
a major over- haul about 
this time with installation 
of scales to weigh the 
non-recycled w a s t e 
stream. The FWP sup-
ported the site project 
by assisting f inancial ly 
with fencing, including a 
hotwire on t o p .  I t 
wouldn’t be such a bril-
liant idea to attract meat 
eaters to the county solid 
waste site. 
The site near Drummond 
appears to be a good location, even though it’s 
close to the town. This place has long been used 
for garbage, for    over 60 years, maybe a lot 
longer. The final product—the compost—will be 

used to restore some of the dump area. 
 
 If you’ve read this far, you may be wondering if 
I’m ever going to get to the part about the smell…

We were told initially it wouldn’t smell 
at all, but that’s not quite the case. It 
does smell, a little, especially when 
the piles have been stirred up with the 
backhoe. More water may prove to be 
the key; we are continuing to get a feel 
for how much it takes. I’d say that it 
smells about as bad as one dead cow 
baked all summer under the Big Sky—
at the hair and bones stage, but noth-
ing close to the surprising total of 724 

animal carcasses. If the air is very still, a person 
with a good nose can catch a whiff. 

A list of species com-
posted so far:  Cattle domi-
nate, but in addition there 
are horses, sheep (wool is 
slow to compost), llamas, 
elk, deer, wolves, moun-
tain lion, bear, moose, and 
an unsubstantiated rumor 
of a zebra. 

This is a DEQ regu-
lated facility, and all 
was fine the first in-
spection. One of the 
things DEQ looks for is 
t e m p e r a t u r e  l o g 
sheets, which docu-
ment that any bad or-
ganisms have been 
destroyed by the heat 
of the composting 
process. For more de-
tails about carcass 
composting, check 
with composting ex-
pert Kathy O’Hern at 
MDEQ, 444-9879. 

John Kendall SW Supervisor 

Carcasses on their way... 
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MACo President Connie Eissinger and  
Executive Director Harold Blattie attend a summit in Seattle 

 
 MACo President Connie Eissinger and Executive Director Harold Blattie recently attended a sum-
mit of the State Association Presidents and Executive Directors from Alaska, Washington, Oregon, 
Idaho and Montana that was held December 14-16 in Seattle.  The purpose of the meeting was to 
discuss issues and topics common to the northwest states.  This marks the fifth year of this       
summit.  
 Much of the time was devoted to learning how other state associations conduct operations and 
provide services to member counties, including staffing levels and legislative lobbying services.    
 MACo President Connie Eissinger commented: "While the five state associations are diverse in 
the issues facing their counties and the state laws effecting county business, we have many similari-
ties.   We all agreed that one of the strengths of each of our state associations is the diversity of 
the backgrounds of the commissioners within each of our states.  Collectively, we are a pool of 
knowledge from which we can draw to better serve our associations and our counties."  
 Most of the state associations in the northwest are struggling with succession planning,  just as 
Montana is.  Idaho is a bit further in the process than we are, and will be sending us some informa-
tion and job descriptions that we can evaluate in our planning process.   It was very obvious that all 
of the state executive directors absolutely love their jobs and work very hard in their counties' best 
interests,  just as Harold does."                    Continued on page 5... 

   
Alaska Municipal League Ex-
ecutive Director, Kathie 
Wasserman;  Association of 
Oregon Counties President, 
Tammy Baney; Montana Asso-
ciation of  Counties President, 
Connie Eissinger and Alaska  
Municipal League President 
Shirley Marquart stand in front 
of the U.s. Coast Guard Ice 
Cutter the  Polar Sea 

The Polar Sea 
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The group had the opportunity to visit the U.S. Coast Guard 13th District  facilities and to tour the 
harbor in the  U. S. Coast Guard Cutter Wahoo.  The 13th USCG District is comprised of Oregon, 
Washington, Idaho and, yes, Montana!  The district's operations cover, more than 4,400 miles of 
coastline, 600 miles of inland waterways, and a 125 mile international border with Canada. The   
mission of the 13th US Coast Guard district is diverse including, recreational boating safety, drug 
traffic interdiction, commercial fishing vessel safety, search and rescue, homeland security and    
marine environmental protection. 

The crew of the Wahoo demonstrate the innovative stern launch and recovery system using an     
aluminum-hulled inboard diesel powered water jet small boat. 

Summit in Seattle - Continued from page 4... 
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Midwinter Conference February 13 thru 16 
Registration Opened January 3rd 

 
 Registration is open for the 2012 MACo Midwinter Conference, set for February 13 - 16 at 
the Billings Hotel and Convention Center. The conference will be a great opportunity for 
county elected officials to learn more about state and local government issues. 
 Please go to the MACo website to register online: www.mtcounties.org.  The MACo Board 
of Directors is set to meet, as are the trustees of MACo’s Health Care Trust,  Joint Powers 
Insurance Authority (JPIA),  the Joint Powers Authority (JPA). Also, the JPIA/JPA annual 
membership meetings will take place at that time. 
 For more information, please contact  Karen Houston at 449-4360 or e-mail her at    
khouston@mtcounties.org. 

Monday, February 13 
 
 

9:00 – Noon Health Care Trust Trustees Meeting  
 

11:00 - 5:00  Registration - Lobby 
 

1:00 - 4:30 MACo Committee Meetings 
 

5:00 Hard Rock Mining Counties Meeting 
 Urban Counties Meeting &  
 6 County fort Peck Lake Group Meeting 
 

6:00 Board of Directors Dinner Meeting 

  
Tuesday, February 14 
 

7:00 - 8:30   JPA Trustees Breakfast Meeting 
 

7:30 - 8:30  Reservation Counties Meeting    

7:30 - 5:00  Registration       

8:00 - 5:00  Exhibitors 
 

8:30 - Noon  Information Technology/  
                      Telecommunications Committee Meeting,  
 Justice & Public Safety Committee Meeting, 
 Land Use & development Committee Meeting, 
 Transportation Committee Meeting       

Noon - 1:00  Lunch 
 

1:00 - 3:00  General Session 
 

3:00 - 3:30  Break 
 
3:30 - 4:30  General Session 
 
4:30    Oil, Gas, and Coal Counties Meeting 
 
5:30    JPIA Trust Trustees Dinner Meeting 
 

 
 

Wednesday, February 15 
 

8:00 - 5:00  Registration 
 

8:00 - 5:00  Exhibitors 
 

8:00 - 9:00  Joint Powers Authority (Workers’  
    Compensation) Annual Membership Meeting 
 

9:00 - 10:00  Joint Powers Insurance Authority (Property  
    and Casualty) Membership Meeting/Election of 
    Officer 
 

10:00 - 10:30  Break 
 

10:30 - Noon  General Session 
 

Noon - 1:00  Lunch / Safety Award Presentations 
 

1:00 - 4:00  General Session with Clerk and Recorders 
    and Treasurers 
 

1:00 - 2:30  Implementing a “Return to Work” program  
 

4:00    Coalition of Forest Counties Meeting 
 
Thursday, February 16 
 

7:30 - 8:30  Tax, Budget & Finance Committee   
 

8:00 - Noon  Exhibitors 
 

8:30 - 10:00   General Session 
 

10:00 - 10:30   Break 
 

11:00 - Noon  General Session 
 

Noon - 1:00  Lunch 
 

1:00 - 3:00  General Session 
 
 

Draft Agenda 

mailto:khouston@mtcounties.org
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MACo News 
County moves to increase 

road department efficiency 
  
 Expressing concerns that the Park County 
Road Department might not be running as     
efficiently as it could, the Park County        
Commission on hired a contractor to review the 
department. 
  “We’ve got (road improvement) programs, 
but they don’t seem to be getting done,”  
  Commission Chairman Randy Taylor told a 
road specialist in a meeting. 
 At the meeting, the commission directed 
Jack Knorr, of Montana Public Works Consulting 
Inc., to review the department’s operations and 
recommend improvements. No cost estimates 
were mentioned during the meeting nor were 
they available the next morning following the 
meeting. 
  Knorr, reached by telephone, said his firm 
charges $45 per hour, and he expects the job to 
take one to two weeks. 
  Identifying areas that could be improved, 
Taylor referred to a “very sad” county response 
to a major snowstorm last November, during 
which blowing snow blocked many county 
roads. He also mentioned a summer project in 
which the road department spent a lot of time 
hauling millings from a U.S. Interstate 90     
project on the Bozeman Pass to pave nearby 
county roads. 
  As a result of the project, Taylor said, many 
regularly used county roads were neglected. 
“It took the better part of the summer to catch 
up,” he said. 
  Taylor said he would like the county to keep 
better records on the work that is done on each 
road. 
  Better records, and a more detailed plan for 
regular maintenance, could help the commission 
communicate with members of the public, he 
said. 
  People call about roads more often than any 

other subject, commissioners have said. 
 “We get calls every day on the roads, on the 
condition of the roads,” Commissioner Marty 
Malone said. 
  Commissioners expressed concerns that   
between office work and on-the-ground over-
sight, Road Department Supervisor Ed Hillman 
may be spread thin. 
  Knorr, who has done work for other counties 
in the state, said road department supervisors 
have some of the hardest jobs in the state. 
  “It looks to me like you’ve got a guy here 
who’s just overwhelmed,” he said of Hillman. 
  County employees are in the process of   
collecting traffic data for the county’s approxi-
mately 220 roads. The county owns 1,100 miles 
of road, Malone said. The road and bridge 
budget is about $1.5 million per year. 
 

www.mtweed.org 

http://www.mtweed.org


Delinquent Annual 
 Financial Reports 

 
 Because of growing concerns about the number 
of taxing jurisdictions that fail to submit Annual   
Financial reports to the Department of                
Administration, the 2001 Montana Legislature 
passed Senate Bill 420.   
  Taxing jurisdictions are given 180 days following 
the close of a fiscal year to submit the required   
reports (2-7-503 MCA).  to the Department.  Under 
the provisions of SB 420, the Department will      
annually publish notice of those jurisdictions that are 
over 180 days late submitting their report (a full 
year after the reporting period ended).   This notice 
will be accomplished in two ways: posting on 
the Department's web site and by publishing a    
notice in a newspaper of general circulation 
where the taxing jurisdiction is located.  Additionally, 
the Department may assess a fine of up to $100 for 
delinquent reporting to offset the cost of publishing 
the notice.  
  
 The taxing jurisdictions that did not submit the 
required reports for Fiscal Year 2010 by June 30, 
2011 are: 
 
ENTITY NAME   FISCAL YEAR END       REPORT DUE DATE 
Bainville Fire Dept  
Relief Association 6/30/2010 12/31/2010 
Basin TV District 6/30/2010 12/31/2010 
Birdseye Rural  
Fire District 6/30/2010 12/31/2010 
Browning Fire Dept.  
Relief Assoc. 6/30/2010 12/31/2010 
City of Deer Lodge 6/30/2010 12/31/2010 
City of Poplar 6/30/2010 12/31/2010 
Clark Fork Rural 
 Fire District #2 6/30/2010 12/31/2010 
Denton Rural  
Fire District 6/30/2010 12/31/2010 
Dixon Refuse  
Disposal District 6/30/2010 12/31/2010 
Eureka Cemetery  
District 6/30/2010 12/31/2010 
Flathead County Water  
& Sewer District #8 6/30/2010 12/31/2010 
Fort Belknap  
Irrigation District 6/30/2010 12/31/2010 
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ENTITY NAME   FISCAL YEAR END       REPORT DUE DATE 
Grandview  
Cemetery District 6/30/2010 12/31/2010 
Kremlin Rural 
 Fire District 6/30/2010 12/31/2010 
Lake Creek  
TV District 6/30/2010 12/31/2010 
Lambert Rural  
Fire District 6/30/2010 12/31/2010 
Libby Area  
Conservancy Dist. 6/30/2010 12/31/2010 
Lincoln Lewis &  
Clark Sewer Dist. 6/30/2010 12/31/2010 
Lorraine South  
County Water Dist. 6/30/2010 12/31/2010 
Luther Cemetery  
District #7 6/30/2010 12/31/2010 
Martinsdale Water  
& Sewer District 6/30/2010 12/31/2010 
North Toole County 
 Cemetery District 6/30/2010 12/31/2010 
Poplar Fire Depart. 
 Relief Association 6/30/2010 12/31/2010 
Rosebud Sewer  
District  6/30/2010 12/31/2010 
South Libby Flats 
 Water & Sewer Dist. 6/30/2010 12/31/2010 
Stockett Fire  
Service Area 6/30/2010 12/31/2010 
Sula Rural Fire District 6/30/2010
 12/31/2010 
Sula TV District 8/31/2010 2/28/2011 
Town of Bainville 6/30/2010 12/31/2010 
Town of Browning 6/30/2010 12/31/2010 
Town of Darby 6/30/2010 12/31/2010 
Town of Lodge Grass 6/30/2010 12/31/2010 
Town of Saco 6/30/2010 12/31/2010 
Troy TV District 6/30/2010 12/31/2010 
Vaughn Fire  
Service Area 6/30/2010 12/31/2010 
West End Rural  
Fire District 6/30/2010 12/31/2010 
West Rosebud Rural  
Fire District 6/30/2010 12/31/2010 
Whitefish County Water  
& Sewer District 6/30/2010 12/31/2010 
York Fire  
Service Area 6/30/2010 12/31/2010 
 
See related article on page 23 

MACo News • Volume 41, Number 1 •  January 2012 



MACo News • Volume 41, Number 1 •  January 2012 

MACo News 

9 

Sheriff’s Department Beards 
Have Purpose 

By: Kelsey Bray, Ranger-Review Staff Writer 

 Employees at the Dawson County Sheriff’s 
Department have been receiving numerous 
quest ions about their  appearance. 
All five men in the department are now sporting 
beards. And to the employees, the questions 
are welcome. 
 "It generated a lot of awareness because 
people kept asking ‘How come you’re growing a 
beard?’" Sheriff Craig Anderson said. "And 
every time I was asked that, I was able to say 
‘We’re doing this for the Boys and Girls Club of 
Dawson County.” "It was a walking advertise-
ment," Undersheriff Rich Rowe added. 
 The employees decided not to shave in 
honor of No Shave November, a month-long 
event that raises money for various charities. 
Several organizations around town are partici-
pating in the event. 
 "It’s been going on for a while to raise 
awareness for different organizations," Rowe 
said. "I kind of thought, ‘Why don’t we do the 
same for the Boys and Girls Club here?’" 
 Rowe sent a letter to the employees in the 
department that said if they decided not to 

shave, he would make a personal donation to 
the club. He was pleased to find out everyone in 
the department decided to participate. 
 For Rowe and Anderson, former Boys and 

Girls Club Board members, the decision of 
where to donate was an easy one. "Craig 
and I both have the belief that early on is 
when you have the chance to make a    
difference in someone’s life," Rowe said. 
"And the Boys and Girls Club does a    
wonderful job of that." 
"There’s a lot of worthy youth organiza-
tions, but this is an after-school every day 
program," Anderson added. "And we know 
statistically kids are most apt to get into 
trouble and violate the law from the time 
school’s out until mom and dad get home. 
They fill a pretty significant void." 
 Boys and Girls Club Director Tina 
Carter said she is happy about the         
donation, and thinks it’s a "novel idea." "I 
think it is wonderful, I appreciate that they 
picked the Boys and Girls Club," she said. 
"The Boys and Girls Club is solely funded 

on grants, fund-raisers and donations. Any time 
someone is willing to do that, it’s greatly         
appreciated." 
 After sheriff’s department employees        
decided where to donate, the rest was easy: 
Don’t shave the rest of the month. 
For some employees, the task was simple. 
 "I know the comments from some of the 
guys have been favorable because it’s winter 
time and it serves to protect their face," Rowe 
said. For others, it was not so simple. "They’ve 
all been complaining about it itching," Mills said. 
Anderson said another drawback is the color of 
the beard he grew in. "I had a beard 30 years 
ago," Anderson said. "I don’t like shaving, but I 
don’t necessarily like the scratch of the beard. 
And it reveals the gray. I did buy some Just For  
Men [hair dye], but I didn’t use it." Rowe said 
the decision to grow beards was also an issue 
for some of the employees’ spouses. "I think a 
couple of the guys had to get permission," 
Rowe said.            
       Continued on page 10… 

Unshaven Dawson County Undersheriff Rich Rowe, left, and Sheriff Craig Anderson  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Become a MACo  
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Montana Counties 

 
Please visit our website: www.mtcounties.org 
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    Sheriff’s Department Beards 
Have Purpose 
Continued from page 9 

 
 Despite some of the inconveniences, Ander-
son said the employees are happy to raise 
money for a good cause.  Rowe agreed, and 
said all the deputies are involved in community 
service in one way or another, and feel strongly 
about finding other ways to do so. It also allows 
people to see the sheriff’s department employ-
ees in a different light. "Sometimes people only 
see a certain side of us, and it’s nice for people 
to get to know us on a personal level and see 
that we have a giving side," Rowe said. 
 And as for whether or not they will keep their 
beards at the end of November, Rowe and 
Anderson said they are not sure yet. 
"I don’t know if I am or not," Rowe said. "I      
haven’t decided," Anderson said. "We’ll just 
have to watch and see." 
 One thing they do know is that they’d like to 
participate in No Shave November in the future. 
"We’d like to grow it," Anderson said of the     
fundraising effort. 
  

http://www.mckinstry.com
http://www.mtcounties.org
http://www.NRSforu.com
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Donald Patrick Bailey 
1940 - 2011 

 
Donald Patrick Bailey 
crossed the “Great 
Divide” December 4, 
2011 after a brief but 
brave battle with  
cancer.  He was born 
July 7, 1940 to 
James N. Bailey and 

Mary E. Bailey in Miles City, Montana.  Don was 
a lifetime rancher on Rosebud Creek first raising        
Herefords and later diving into the Red Angus 
bloodlines and developing the Rosebud Reds 
Red Angus Ranch. 
 Don had many passions in life.  Politics were 
important and he fulfilled his desire to make a 
difference through his terms as Rosebud 
County Commissioner and by active               
involvement on numerous county boards       
and local organizations. While county                 
commissioner, Don was active in the Montana 
Association of Counties (MACo).  His dedication 
to natural resource preservation prompted him 
to diligently advocate for the reclamation of 
southeastern Montana lands, participate in the 
Northern Plains Resource Council, and support 
the development for new advances in           
sustainable energy and biomass.  He was an 
active member of the Montana Fish and Game 
Commission.  Don was a savvy business 
man.  His insight and influence will be his      
legacy. 
 Don especially enjoyed socializing with 
neighbors and hunting and fishing with friends 
and family.  To say that sports were a passion 
for Don is an understatement as he thoroughly 
enjoyed athletics and competition.  He had an 
eye for a good tractor and found much pleasure 
in running heavy equipment for road grading to 
fire fighting.  His most favorite past time,      
however, was raising his registered Red Angus 
herd and focusing on the genetic proliferation of 
the Red Angus bloodlines.  He was extremely 
proud of his cow and bull herd and knew them 

each by name. 
 Don was a proud father and grandfather and 
will be missed greatly.  Tractor and “pope      
mobile” rides were a favorite activity of the 
grandchildren with grandpa.  We will always  
remember to “go the extra mile”, as it was      
advice we heard often.  His insight and          
influence will be missed. 
 Don is survived by his wife Connie Bailey, 
daughters Bobbi (John) Monroe, Cindy (Chad) 
Kuykendall, and Jennie (Randy) Allies, 6    
grandsons and 1 granddaughter, a brother, Dr. 
James Bailey and a sister, MaryAnn            
Lammers.  He was preceded in death by his  
father and mother.   
  In lieu of  flowers, please make donations to 
the MD Anderson Cancer Clinic in Houston, 
Texas at  giving@mdanderson.org. Stevenson 
and Sons Funeral Home of Forsyth has been 
entrusted with these arrangements and condo-
lences  may be sent to the family by visiting 
www.stevensonandsons.com. 

mailto:giving@mdanderson.org
http://www.stevensonandsons.com
http://www.djanda.com
http://www.mce.mt.gov
mailto:mce@mt.gov
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of Judith Basin County in so many ways. 
 Ed is loved and survived by Billie Lou, his 
wife of 60 years; his "three girls," Jeanne (Erik) 
Engebretson, Peggy (Ernie) Bergsagel and 
Susan (RT) Snyder; his grandchildren (who he 
loved and was so proud of) Kristen, Peter,  
Elizabeth Engebretson and Watson Snyder; and 
many, many friends and extended family that he 
so loved. 
 Ed's unique personality and presence will be 
greatly missed in the valley where he grew up, 
the county he served and loved, and the country 
he loved. 
 Memorial donations can be made to the 
Hobson Methodist Church, Middle Fork Road           
Maintenance Project, or a charity of the donor's 
choice. 

Edward Filmore Arnott Jr. 
1928 - 2011 

 
 Edward Filmore Arnott 
Jr., 83, passed away 
Thursday, Dec. 1, 2011, 
at the Central Montana 
Skilled Nursing Center in 
Lewistown, Mont., due to 
natural causes. 
Edward was born in      
Billings, Mont., on Oct. 8, 
1928, to Edward and 

Phyllis Arnott. He started elementary school at 
Windham School and completed his grade 
school education at the Pig Eye School. He 
graduated from Fergus County High School. Ed 
then attended Montana State College (currently 
Montana State University) and returned home to 
help run the ranch out of Utica when his father 
died. 
 Ed married Billie Lou Barnard on Aug. 19, 
1951. Ed and Billie began their ranching lives at 
the Highland Ranch. They ran Hereford cattle 
and sheep for many years. To supplement the 
ranch, Ed became an outfitter of "The Home-
stead Ranch" in the Middle Fork of the Little 
Belts. There was not much Ed loved more than 
taking people "up Middle Fork." He loved the 
people wherever he went, but sharing a trip to 
the mountains always rejuvenated him if not  
terrifying the guests. 
 Ed was a member of the United Methodist 
Church. He loved going to the church where he 
served as chairman and a board member for 
years. Ed was proud to serve Judith Basin 
County as a commissioner for 12 years. He and 
other commissioners took very seriously the  
responsibility of getting the county out of debt. 
When he left office, the full-blooded Scotchman, 
was very proud of the fact that "His" county was 
operating "in the black" without raising taxes. 
 Ed served for years on the Soil Conservation 
Board. He was pleased to Chair that board and 
worked hard to "clean the county" of noxious 
weeds. It was his love in life to serve the people 

 

http://www.att.com
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Jefferson Veach Doggett 
1930 - 2011 

  

Jeff Doggett of White 
S u l p h u r  S p r i n g s 
passed away Dec. 2, 
2011, after a hard-
fought battle with 
 cancer. He was 81. 
Jeff was a fourth-
generation rancher, a 
husband, a father and 
a friend to many. He 
was born on Nov. 5, 
1930, in Helena, the 
son of Elizabeth and 

Howard Doggett.  
 Jeff grew up in Broadwater County and at-
tended local schools. He often told of riding 
horseback to the one-room Johnson School-
house with his identical twin brother, Bill. He 
graduated from Broadwater High School in 1948 
and was a member of the first group selected to 
participate in Boys State. 
 Jeff attended the University of Montana in 
Missoula and graduated with a business degree 
in 1952. College was a significant time in his life, 
where he was an active member of the Sigma 
Nu fraternity. His fellow brothers’ recognized his 
leadership ability and selected him as the     
chapter’s president. During college he met many 
lifelong friends from his affiliation at Sigma Nu. It 
was also in Missoula where he met a Kappa 
Kappa Gamma by the name of Mary Bohling 
from Miles City who later became his wife and 
the true love of his life. They were married Oct. 
18, 1954. 
 After graduating from college, Jeff moved to 
the family ranch near White Sulphur Springs and 
soon after Jeff and his brother, Bill, began their 
journey as managers of Camas Creek Cattle and 
Sheep Co. In 1974, Bill and his family moved to 
Madison County to purchase and run a ranch 
outside of Alder and Jeff continued to operate 
the ranch at Camas Creek Cattle and Sheep 
Co.  
Through his life, Jeff maintained a journal where 

he periodically noted significant happenings at 
the ranch and in his life. On April 1, 1962 he 
wrote, “I’m very pessimistic about any future for 
our present method of operating sheep. We must 
change as soon as possible to a different type of 
operation than we have. This land has a strong 
value and of course a strong pull on me. I hope 
we can make it work better or we won’t stay 
happy or solvent.” The rest is history. Jeff was 
able to successfully implement the change he 
spoke of in 1962 and improve the ranch by     
buying land, converting to a quality cattle        
operation, enhancing water developments,     
turning soil and selling timber. His business 
sense and innovation kept the ranch going and 
allowed him to successfully pass on the family 
corporation to the fifth generation of the Doggett 
family.  
 Jeff was a dedicated father and husband. He 
exposed his sons to work well done, but also 
made sure time was spent with the Townsends, 
Grandes and others enjoying skiing, water sports 
and special family outings. Over the years, he 
and Mary traveled the world and the couple     
further enjoyed spending much of the last 13 
winters in the San Diego area with new and old 
friends on Coronado Island. 
 During this life, Jeff was a devoted public  
servant and from 1976 to 1998 he served as a 
Meagher County commissioner. He took his po-
sition seriously and spent a great deal of energy 
working to improve the community where he 
lived. Jeff served on the Alumni Association for 
the University of Montana, was a member of St. 
Bartholomew’s Catholic Church, a member of 
the local bank board and a longtime member of 
the Meagher County and Montana Stockgrowers 
associations. 
 Jeff is survived by his wife of 57 years, Mary; 
his sons, Jon (Nancy) of Lakeridge, Va., Andrew, 
of Anaconda, Jock (Jamie) of White Sulphur 
Springs and Stuart (Janice) of Helena; four 
grandchildren; one great-grandchild; his brother, 
Bill, of Alder; and sister, Judi (Dave) Flegel of 
Racine, Wis.  
 Donations are suggested to Shodair         
Children’s Hospital in Helena, Mountain View 
Memorial Hospital in White Sulphur Springs or a 
charity of your choice. 
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Dale W. Williams 
1949 - 2011 

 
Dale Williams passed 
away in Kalispell on 
Nov. 11, 2011. 
 Dale was born a 
fifth generation Mon-
tanan, to Warren and 
Marjorie Williams. As a 
youth he was active in 
4-H, speech and     
debate. He graduated 
from Flathead High 
School and went on to 

receive his bachelor’s degree in history under a 
pre-law curriculum at Ripon College, Wis. 
 Dale and Brenda were married May 21, 
1976, and have a son, Sean, and daughter-in-
law, Beth. Being a strong family man, Dale was 
excitedly looking forward to the arrival of his first 
grandchild in January. 
 Dale worked in the consumer finance        
industry from 1972 to 1986, receiving numerous 
state and national awards. In 1986 he went into 
business for himself under Williams Tax      
Consultants. 
 With a passion for history and political       
science and a strong love of his community, 
state and nation, Dale served on the Kalispell 
City Council from 1974 to 1978 and as a      
Flathead County commissioner from 1997 to 
2002. As commissioner, he represented the 
county and state in various capacities and     
organized and chaired the Montana Coalition of 
Forest Counties. He testified before the state 
Legislature on many issues as well as nationally 

on Senate and congressional hearings. 
 He was known for his convictions and being 
a man of his word. He said what he meant and 
did what he said. 
 Dale loved the outdoors and was always up 
for a good hunting story. He enjoyed the woods, 
hunting, his dogs, family history, gardening and 
flowers. Dale was on the board of directors for 
Montanans For Multiple Use, vice chair and 
later chair for the National Organization to Save 
Flathead Lake, and life member of the National 
Rifle Association. He supported 4-H, Friends of 
the NRA, Ducks Unlimited and the Rocky  
Mountain Elk Foundation, among other          
organizations. 
 Dale is survived by his wife, Brenda; their 
son, Sean, and wife, Beth, of Bozeman; his   
parents, Warren and Marjorie, of Trego; and 
many other beloved family members. 
 You are invited to go to buffalohillfh.com to 
leave a message or sign his book. 
 The family suggests memorials may be 
made to Church of the Nazarene in Kalispell or 
Friends of the NRA. 
 

http://www.buffalohillfh.com
http://www.dorsey.com
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MACo News seeks  
your suggestions 

 
 Every month, the MACo staff strives to 
publish a helpful and insightful newsletter 
in MACo News, and to make it an indis-
pensable source of information for county 
elected officials. 
 As part of our efforts to continuously 
improve the News, we welcome any sug-
gestions or comments from our readers. 
We’ll even be glad to consider any story 
ideas, too, as long as it benefits our read-
ers. 
 To talk to someone directly or to sub-
mit a note regarding MACo News, please 
contact Sharon    Wilson at 449-4360 or 
by e-mail: maco@mtcounties.org. 
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Patrick A. Pyette 
1957 - 2011 

 
 
 Patrick A. Pyette, 
54, of Chinook, died in 
the line of duty for the 
Blaine County Sheriff's 
Office in Chinook 
Wednesday, Dec. 14.  
 Funeral services 
were held in the       
Chinook High School 
gymnasium, followed  
by burial with full       
military honors at        

the Kuper Cemetery in Chinook.  
 Pat was born in Havre on Sept. 27, 1957,    
to Jerome and Bernice Pyette. He attended 
school at Meadowlark in Chinook and then the 
family moved to Hysham, where he              
continued his education. When Pat was a 
sophomore in high school, he moved with        
his family  to Billings, where he graduated     
f rom Bi l l ings West  High School . 
 He enlisted in the U.S. Air Force in July 1976 
as an avionics technician for the F-15 fighter 
plane. During his enlistment, he served   
throughout Europe, the Middle East and the 
United States. When he retired, he was          
recognized as the second most qualified       
technician on the F-15 aircraft in the Air Force.  
 On May 29, 1979, in Bitburg, Germany, he 
married Terri Bryant. From this union came one 
son, Kristopher, on Dec. 26, 1979. Pat joined 
the Blaine County Sheriff's Department in July 
2001. He was appointed Undersheriff in 2006. 
During his time there, he attended numerous 
training courses to better himself and best serve 
Blaine County. He was an avid hunter and     
enjoyed fishing. Anything outdoors was       
wonderful to him. He did a lot of carpentry and 
was known for beautiful and creative cabinets. 
Pat loved spending time driving and working on 
his Corvette. His favorite moments in life were       

spending time with his grandkids, who       
adored and admired the i r  Papa.  
 Pat is survived by his loving wife of 32 years, 
Terri; son Kristopher (Jessica) Pyette of 
Waynesville, Mo.; two grandchildren, Tristan 
and Taylor. Two brothers, Jerome (Ellen) Pyette 
of Chinook and Michael (Twila) Pyette of Cut 
Bank; two sisters, Lynnette (Glenn) Friede of 
Chinook and Margaret (Mick) Mellett of        
Bonners Ferry, Idaho. He is also survived by 
numerous nieces, nephews, and cousins.  
 Pat was preceded in death by his            
parents and one brother, Leroy Pyette.  
 Condolences may be posted online at 
www.gftribune.com/obituaries. 

http://www.gftribune.com/obituaries
mailto:maco@mtcounties.org
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Marie Sigrid Morrison 
1926 - 2011 

 
 The evening of Thurs-
day, Dec. 8, 2011, Marie 
Sigrid Morrison quietly 
passed away in her apart-
ment in Missoula to join her 
late husband Allen (Scotty). 
Marie was born on Feb. 1, 
1926, to Walter and Mary 
Wickberg in the family ranch 
home near Stone Station, 14 
miles north of Philipsburg. 
 

 Marie grew up on the ranch with her parents, 
her brother Floyd and sister Dorothy. She      
attended elementary and high school in Philips-
burg with her classmate and the love of her life, 
Scotty. She also attended Everett Business  
College in Washington state during World War 
II, while Scotty was serving overseas in India. 
Immediately after the war, they were married 
and a year later began their family, with sons 
Gary born in 1946, Larry in 1950, Russell in 
1954 and daughter, Jeanette in 1957. 
 Marie was always interested in public       
service, as demonstrated by the 25 years she 
spent as the Granite County clerk and recorder. 
She was a charter member of the Community 
Church in Philipsburg, which she attended  
regularly until moving to Missoula. 
While a resident at The Village in Missoula she 
made many close friends and was the 
“caretaker” of many of those whom she loved 
dearly. 
 Marie spent many hours quilting and loved 
spending time with her grandchildren and great 
grandchildren. She always made the Morrison 
Ranch a welcome gathering place for friends 
and family. Good food was always in          
abundance and with her consistent coaxing, no 
one ever left hungry. 
 Marie was preceded in death by her hus-
band Scotty; her parents and sister Dorothy. 

She is survived by her brother Floyd of         
Missoula; as well as her son Gary and Anne 
(Grotbo) in Wrangell, Alaska; son Larry in    
Benton City, Wash.; son Russell in Maxville; 
and daughter Jeanette and Tom McGuire in 
Missoula. She is also survived by grandchildren, 
Alexa (Mike) Lloyd of Dutch Harbor, Alaska, 
Vaughn of Sitka, Alaska, Greta (Ryan) Refshaw 
of Sitka,  Scott (Sara) Bieber of  Soldotna, 
Alaska, Angie (Dave) Curtiss of Missoula;    
Chris (Emily) McGuire of Seaside, Ore., Mike 
(Heidi) McGuire of Clinton, Molly McGuire 
of  Tillamook, Ore.; 16 great-grandchildren and 
two great-great grandchildren. 

 
 
 

mailto:info@greatplainstowers.com
http://www.johnsoncontrols.com/customersolutions
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MACo Adds Attorney  
General Opinions to Website 

 
 The Montana Association of Counties has 
added a new section to the MACo website that 
includes Attorney General (AG) Opinions    
dating back to 1977.  There are over 800     
archived opinions to sift through from 1977 to 
1992.  The 
AG’s website 
c o n t a i n s 
o p i n i o n s 
from 1993 to 
present-date, 
but MACo is 
the only re-
source for 
gaining ac-
cess to the 
older opin-
ions online at 
no cost. 
 If you’d like to browse through these PDFs, 
they are linked to from the “Resources” sec-
tion or simply follow this URL:                    
http://www.mtcounties.org/resources/attorney-
general-opinions-letters-advice/attorney-
generals-opinions-letters-advice 
 AG Opinions clarify the meaning of existing 
laws.  They are issued to answer inquiries of 
law raised by public agencies or officials, such 
as the legislature, any state officer, board, or 
commission, a city attorney, a county attorney, 
and/or board of county commissioners.        
Private Citizens may not request Attorney 
General Opinions. See Guidelines for Opinion 
Requests on the Montana Department of    
Justice website, located here:  http://
w w w . d o j . m t . g o v / r e s o u r c e s /
opinionguidelines.asp 
 The opinions carry the weight of law, 
unless they are overturned by a court or the 
legislature changes the law or laws involved. 

http://www.rpa-hln.com
http://www.mtcounties.org/resources/attorney-general-opinions-letters-advice/attorney-generals-opinions-letters-advice
http://www.doj.mt.gov/resources/opinionguidelines.asp
http://www.ameresco.com
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Commissioner Profile 
Tony Berget, Lincoln County 

 
Children’s names and ages: Charlie 20, Dylan 17 
and (My Sweet)  
Annie 13 
 
Occupation and years at current occupation:  
Lincoln County Commissioner - 4 years 
 
Profession before current occupation: Mayor of 
Libby, Montana and small business owner 
  
Education: Yes I’s educated. Three years of college 
and 40 plus years of hard knocks. (One eye short to 
prove it ;-) ) 
 
Biggest challenge you’ve ever faced: Having a son 
that was 1 pound 13 ounces and in the hospital for 3 
months. 
 
Two people, alive or not, you would like to have 
dinner with:  Well, one would be Carl Seilstad be-
cause he’s told so many bad jokes he must be holding 

the good ones back for private lunches (holding on to 
the dream). Either Ben Franklin or maybe Judge 
Molloy so I could ask him “What  were you thinking?” 
 
Surprising fact about you: I wrestled a bear in       
college (hard to believe, I know, but I didn’t win). 
 
Most adventurous thing you’ve ever done: Spent a 
year in Brazil after high school on a student exchange. 
 
Favorite TV show: “Dirty Jobs”  - Sill wondering why 
they cancelled the show before featuring a County 
Commissioner. 
 
A turning point in your life: First time I got involved in 
politics about 17 years ago or 18 or ? 
 
A book you’ve read twice (or more): “How to Win 
Friends and Influence People” - Still trying to convince 
the Highway Department to fix 8 miles of Highway 2. 
 
The job you wanted at age 18: Marketing executive 
for a large company. 
 
Favorite movie: “Star Wars” (The very first one - and 
yes, Harold Blattie, the force is strong with you.) 

Tony dressed for the Holidays—but wait!!  Who else is under that dress?? 
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mailto:karyltl@mt.gov
mailto:hkulow@mt.gov
mailto:hkulow@mt.gov
http://www.investmentmt.com/programs/instate
http://www.investmentmt.com/programs/instate
http://www.investmentmt.com/programs/intercap
http://www.comdev.mt.gov
mailto:kcasillas@mt.gov
mailto:lwelsh@mt.gov


MACo News 

MACo News • Volume 41, Number 1 •  January 2012 20 

A ministry of blankets and bears 
Gallatin County Chaplain works on faith 

By: Jodi Hausen, Bozeman Daily Chronicle Staff Writer 
 

  
 
 In his brown shirt and deputy badge, Warren 
Hiebert could be mistaken for a law enforcement 
officer. But on closer inspection, one sees no 
weapon and notices crosses on his  shirt’s lapels. 
Hiebert is Gallatin County’s law enforcement 
chaplain, ministering to sheriff’s deputies, police 
officers, firefighters and emergency workers 
throughout the county and beyond. 
 Speaking with Hiebert, one gets the impres-
sion he would do the job without pay. 
 And in fact, he never really knows from year 
to year how much he will make. He isn’t on the 
county’s health insurance plan nor is he covered 
under a government retirement program. 

  
 Hiebert’s “salary” comes entirely from community donations — a fact that typically elicits gasps 
from people when they learn it, Kiwanis Club member Dennis Hardin said this week. 
 And it’s with that in mind that the Kiwanis Club of Bozeman is raising money to pay Hiebert. The 
club has put up $2,000 and is looking to match those funds with donations from the community. 
 Hiebert said this week that when he became Gallatin County’s full-time chaplain in 1991, he was 
the state’s first. 
 Now he regularly makes “rounds,” checking to ensure officers and other emergency responders 
are dealing well with the stresses of their jobs. And he officiates at dozens of funerals and even a 
few weddings each year. 
 But Hiebert’s services reach far beyond Gallatin County and his “law enforcement family.” 
 He’s on call 24/7, responding to tragic deaths — suicides, homicides, motor vehicle crashes and 
fires — providing support to family members in crisis. 
 For example, Hiebert traveled to Butte in 2009 when an airplane crashed into a cemetery, killing 
14 people on board including seven children. At the airport, he was tasked with telling the children’s 
grandmothers about the crash. 
 “Every tragedy, every crisis (people) read about in the newspaper; the community also has own-
ership of this ministry,” Hardin said. “The quality of help and care, as good as our officers are, 
they’re not trained to do what he does.” 
Hiebert holds hands, he prays and he talks with people. And sometimes there just aren’t any words, 
he said. So he just sits with families in silence, providing a comforting presence. 
 

Continued on page 30... 

Photo by Nick Wolcott/Chronicle 
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Got drugs? Drug disposal box  

installed at Gallatin County Law 
and Justice Center  

By: Jodi Hausen, Chronicle Staff Writer 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
In the lobby of the Gallatin County Law and Justice 
Center in Bozeman is an unassuming 3-foot-tall, 
white metal box. 
Despite its humble stature, the box performs a 
weighty job: keeping prescription drugs off the city’s 
streets, said Jake Wagner, commander of the Mis-
souri River Drug Task Force. 
“Got drugs?” a sign above the box asks. 
The double-locked box went into action last week, 
and the container inside was nearly half full with blis-
ter packs of unlabeled pills Friday. 
Wagner said they prefer people remove packaging 
and put pills in provided plastic bags before dropping 
them into the box. But he’s glad people are using it. 
So is Steve Ette, director of Gallatin County Court 
Services. 
About one-third of the county’s current drug and al-
cohol treatment court participants got into trouble for 
abusing prescription drugs, he said. That’s true of 
more than half the program’s recent graduates, too. 
And the courts are seeing more people addicted to 
prescription drugs than illicit ones, Ette added. 
It is a growing and pervasive problem. 
According to statistics kept by the Montana Board of 
Crime Control, between 2005 and 2008, reported 
drug and narcotics violations hovered around 300 

incidents in Gallatin County each year. But the fol-
lowing two years saw a dramatic rise in drug-related 
violations – 371 in 2009, and 352 last year. 
Until MRDTF began participating in the U.S. Drug 
Enforcement Agency’s drug take-back days a few 
years ago, unused prescription drugs languished in 
easily accessible medicine cabinets or were dis-
posed of improperly. 
Over the last few years MRDTF collected well over 
100 pounds of prescription pills during the drug take-
back days – including 79 pounds in the last event 
held for four hours Sept. 25, Wagner reported. 
It was clear the public recognized the need to dis-
pose of drugs properly, he said. 
So Gallatin County Sheriff Jim Cashell and Boze-
man Police Chief Ron Price supported the expen-
sive box, Wagner said. 
So too did the Gallatin County Solid Waste Manage-
ment District and others who wrote letters to help 
MRDTF win a $1,000 Montana Department of Jus-
tice grant to purchase the box, he added. 
“There was an obvious need and so many people 
turned up for the event(s) and expressed an interest 
in having a more consistent method of disposal,” he 
said. “The goals are two-fold: to keep expired and 
unwanted prescription drugs out of the wrong hands, 
largely our youth in the community, and to protect 
our groundwater.” 
Once collected, officials prefer to send the pills to an 
incinerator but that’s expensive, Wagner said. In-
stead, the county landfill will safely dispose of them. 
The landfill will store the pills in buried leak-proof 
containers “in accordance with Department of Envi-
ronmental Quality regulations,” Wagner said. 
Ette is pleased with the program and hopes more 
people take advantage of it. 
“I think it’s a fabulous idea,” he said Friday. 
“Because if kids want to get high, they can just go 
into their own medicine cabinets. I think it’s a won-
derful opportunity to get drugs off the street and out 
of the wrong hands.” 

Photo by Nick Wolcott/Chronicle 

Drug disposal box  



 
 

21 3rd Street North, Suite 500 
Great Falls, MT 59401  

406-452-2526 
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MACo HCT 
 

A Cost Effective Alternative for  
Employee Benefits 

 
(406) 443-8102  (Helena)   

(406) 535-6893 (Lewistown) 
 

Pam Walling - pwalling@mtcounties.org 
Alyce Bailey - abailey@mtcounties.org 
Laurie Goltry - lgoltry@mtcounties.org    

    Website: www.macohct.com 

 

MACo Risk Management 
and Training 

 

Emelia McEwen 
Sr. Loss Control Specialist 

 
Phone: (406) 449-4370 

Fax: (406) 442-5238 

http://www.uscommunities.org
mailto:jholstrom@mtcounties.org
http://www.m-m.net
http://www.getsystems.net
mailto:pwalling@mtcounties.org
mailto:abailey@mtcounties.org
mailto:lgoltry@mtcounties.org
http://www.mtcounties.org/hct
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NACo survey: Counties settling 
into the ‘new normal’ of    

revenue, staffing and service  
 
 WASHINGTON, D.C. – A new National Asso-
ciation of Counties (NACo) survey shows that 
counties large and small appear to be settling into 
the “new normal” of revenue, staffing and service 
delivery levels after years of revenue losses in a 
U.S. economy struggling toward recovery.  
 “Coping with the New Normal: An Economic 
Status Survey of Counties "is the seventh survey in 
a series of twice yearly efforts by NACo to capture 
information about counties as they struggle with 
the current fiscal situation. The new survey shows 
counties are continuing to make difficult budget  
decisions and are still scaling back or deferring  
certain activities to help them through their current 
fiscal year.  
 Although most financial analysts believe that 
the recession ended more than a year ago, local 
economies affecting county governments continue 
to struggle toward recovery. As this economic 
slowdown drags on, counties have made            
increasingly more severe – or long term in nature – 
budget adjustments to try to adopt balanced budg-
ets and still maintain mandated service deliveries.  
 “As a result of the slow economic recovery, 
counties appear to be settling into the ‘new normal’ 
of revenue, staffing and service delivery levels,” 
said NACo Executive Director Larry E. Naake.  
 In early October, NACo surveyed all counties 
that have professional managers, clerks or admin-
istrators. Of these 2,000 counties, 233 responded 
representing 38 states. Counties of all budget sizes 
responded providing a good representative         
distribution of counties in the nation by population.  
Key findings include the following:  
•  Only 35 percent of responding counties (69 

counties) report that they adopted balanced 
budgets this fiscal year with no anticipated 
shortfalls.  

•  More than half of responding counties (51     
percent or 107 counties) report that declining 
revenues from the state and federal govern-
ment was the number one contributor to their 
shortfalls.  

•  Two thirds of responding counties (66 percent 
or 143 counties) report employing fewer  county 
employees this fiscal year as compared to the 
number of county employees in FY2010.  

 The cuts are being felt by Americans all across 
the country since county governments are respon-
sible for providing so many essential services    
important to communities. These services include 
maintaining roads and bridges, operating airports 
and other transit systems, delivering critical health 
care services, providing law enforcement, court-
room and jail services, funding schools, and       
numerous social services for seniors and families. 
Many counties are the first line of defense for 
emergency and pandemic preparedness and     
response.  
 The budget cuts and staffing adjustments, the 
new survey shows, have touched nearly every   
aspect of county government services:  
•  Planning, Zoning, Engineering, Surveyors, 

Code Enforcement (46 percent reported cuts);  
•  Roads, Highways, Transportation (45 percent 

reported cuts);  
•  Administration, Budget, HR (42 percent        

reported cuts);  
•  Sheriff, Police & Fire & Rescue (35 percent   

reported cuts);  
•  Human Services, Children, Seniors, Veterans 

(33 percent reported cuts);  
• Public Works, Building & Grounds, Water, 

Sewer, Waste Management (31 percent       
reported cuts);  

• Health (26 percent reported cuts); Libraries (26 
percent reported cuts), and Jails and Correc-
tions (25 percent reported cuts).  

 Naake said NACo leadership and members will 
continue to work with Congress and the Admini-
stration to address the troubled economy.  
“Despite the local budget challenges, counties are 
ideally situated to lead the way back toward      
economic growth and opportunity in communities 
across the country,” Naake said. “We pledge to 
continue to work in partnership with our federal 
leaders to meet these great challenges in these 
most difficult times.”  
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City reports very late,  
says state 

By: Patrick Duganz, Silver State Post 
 

 According to the State of Montana, the city of 
Deer Lodge is six months behind on reporting its 
2010 annual financial report. 
 The state released information Dec. 6th that 
for budget year 2010 the city failed to report 
spending to the state. A notice is printed here in 
the Silver State Post. 
 The Single Audit act says that, “The governing 
body or managing or executive officer of a local 
government entity...shall ensure that a    financial 
report is made every year...the financial report 
must cover the preceding fiscal year, be in a form 
prescribed by the department, and be completed 
within six months of the end of the reporting      
period. The local government entity shall submit 
the financial report to the  department for review.” 
 The department referred to the act is the     
Department of Administration. 
 Mayor Mary Ann Fraley and city attorney Mark 
McLaverty released a statement after the Silver 
State Post contacted the Mayor. 
 “This issue is being addressed with the        
Department of Administration - Local Government 
Services Division -  and is being resolved with 
their assistance. Any further questions on this   
issue should be referred to the City Attorney’s  
Office at 846-2238 ext. 304,” the statement read. 
 “When a local government entity has failed to 
file a report as required...unless an extension has 
been granted by the department for good cause 
shown, or to make the payment required...within 
60 days, the department may issue an order    
stopping payment of any state financial assistance 
to the local government entity or may charge a 
late payment penalty as adopted by rule. Upon 
receipt of the report or payment of the filing fee, all 
financial assistance that was withheld under this 
section must be   released and paid to the local 
government entity.” 
 The city of Deer Lodge’s reports are 180 days 
past due, according to the state of Montana. 
 
  

Just for Fun 
New Year’s Superstitions 

From: Snopes.com 
 

 Besides getting sloppy drunk and kissing every-
body in the room at the stroke of midnight, celebrants 
throughout the ages have observed numerous lesser-
known New Year’s customs and superstitions. Many if 
the superstitions associated with the event bear the 
common theme that activities engaged in on that day 
set the pattern for the year to come. Others have to do 
with warding off evil sprits or attracting luck. 
 Because January 1 is the first day of the new year, 
we have drawn a connection between what we do on 
that day and our fate throughout the rest of the year. 
Here are some of the ways we attempt to guarantee a 
good outcome through our acts on that portentous first 
day: 
•  Kissing at midnight: We kiss those dearest to us at 

midnight not only to share a moment of celebration 
with our favorite people, but also to ensure those 
affections and ties will continue throughout the 
next twelve months. To fail to smooch our signifi-
cant others at the stroke of twelve would be to set 
the stage for a year of coldness. 

•  Stocking up: The new year must not be seen in 
with bare cupboards, lest that be the way of things 
for the year. Larders must be topped up and plenty 
of money must be placed in every wallet in the 
home t guarantee prosperity. 

•  Work: Make sure to so - and be successful at -  
something related to your work on the first day of 
the year, even if you don’t go near your place of 
employment that day. Limit your activity to a token 
amount, though, because to engage in a serious 
work project on that day is very unlucky. 

•  Loud noise: Make as much noise as possible at 
midnight. You’re not just celebrating; you’re scar-
ing away evil spirits, so do a darned good job of it! 

•  Breakage: Avoid breaking things on that first day 
lest wreckage be part of your year. Also, avoid cry-
ing on the first day of the year lest that activity set 
the tone for the next twelve months. 

•  Letting the old year out: At midnight, all the doors 
of the house must be opened to let the old year 
escape unimpeded. He must leave before the New 
Year can come in, says popular wisdom, so doors 
are flung open to assist him in finding his way out. 

•  Born on January 1: Babies born on this day will 
always have luck on their side. 
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 You arrive at your hotel and check in at the front desk. When checking in, you give the front desk your 
credit card (for all the charges for your room). You get to your room and settle in. 
 
 Someone calls the front desk and asked for; example Room 620 (which happens to be your room). 

MACo News 
Arthur J. Gallagher  

200 S. Orange Avenue, Suite 1350 
Orlando, FL 32801 

 
(800) 524-0191, Ext. 3512 

www.ajg.com 

We are a leader in providing Risk Management solutions to Public Entity and Scholastic 
organizations. We provide: 
• First Dollar or Deductible Programs 
• Pools, Captives, or Risk Retention Groups 
Large or small, we’ll be your partner in providing Risk Management services for your Public Entity. 
Please contact Richard Terlecki or Mary Albee at (800) 524-0191 for more information. 
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Benefits of property insurance appraisals 
By: Richard M. Terlecki 

 
 An entity that purchases property insurance has an expectation to be made whole again after a loss. In 
other words, the insured expects the property to be put back into the same condition as it was prior to the 
loss.  But how much insurance should be bought? 
 Some just guess at the value and then buy a little bit more that that, hoping they have enough coverage. 
But if you are buying “more” insurance than you need, you are wasting money. So, what do you do? Get an 
appraisal. Property insurance companies expect, and usually require, an accurate report of the insured’s 
property values at 100 percent replacement cost to ensure there will be sufficient insurance to cover the loss. 
 
 A formalized property appraisal program has the following tangible benefits. 
 

• It determines the adequacy of insurance coverage by: 
  - Providing a complete and up-to-date property listing (photos, plot plans, geographic information      
    system  coordinates, etc.); 
  - Ensuring the accuracy of insurable values; 
  - Removing the uncertainties of trending (indexing) values over long periods of time (the accuracy of  
  cost trends diminishing after 5-7 years); and 
  - Ensuring there are no surprises at the time of loss. 

• It aids in improved risk management by allowing the insured to make informed decisions and use a  
 consistent approach to quantification of its risks. 
• It improves the marketability to underwriters. The recent soft insurance market is starting to harden, and 
 a well- engineered property portfolio with supportable values receives preferred treatment by under
 writers (including secondary building characteristics that can mean a 20 percent to 30 percent reduction 
 in premium). 
• It is the basis for equitable allocation of premiums across all participants of MACo JPIA  property       
 program. 
• It would serve as the basis for preparation of a “proof-of-loss” should the insured suffer a loss, and it 
 would  accelerate the payment process. 
• It allows underwriters to use accurate COPE (construction, occupancy, protection, and exposure) data 
 to rate the property risk, rather than defaulting to a worst-case scenario. 

 
 Appraisals are good for the insured who wants to mind premium dollars and be paid 100 percent of the 
loss.   
 

http://www.ajg.com
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Pre-Order  
your 2012 MACo  

Directory of  
Montana  
Officials 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Go to www.mtcounties.org  to    
order & pay online 

 

OR        
Send order & payment to: 

 
MACo 

2715 Skyway Dr. , Suite A 
 Helena, MT 59602 

Attn: Sharon 

AVAILABLE  
FEBRUARY 2012 

ONLY 
$15.00 

MACRS 32nd  
Annual Spring Conference 

 

March 26 - 29 
2012 

 
Best Western Heritage Inn, Great Falls 

 
Please contact: Eric Griffin,  

Lewis & Clark County Road Supervisor 
at: 

447-1636 for more information 

LOTS 

OF 

UPDATES! 
LOTS OF UPDATES! 

Top 12 Health Tips for 2012 
 

1. Reduce Stress including getting your rest. 
 
2. Eat Healthy - make half of your plate vege-

tables and fruit. 
 
3. Maintain a healthy weight. 
 
4. Attend a Wellness Screening to learn your 

numbers.  Most important are BMI, Blood 
Pressure and Cholesterol.  Work on im-
proving your numbers that are not consid-
ered optimum. 

 
5. Exercise daily, even 10-15 minutes on 

days when you have no time will be benefi-
cial. 

 
6. Regularly review your prescriptions with 

your medical provider. 
 
7. Quit Tobacco Use, or cut use in half. 
 
8. Make time for a colon cancer screening. 
 
9. Go easy on alcohol, protein, caffeine and 

sodium. 
 
10. Have your recommended immunizations 

done yearly.  
 
11. Wear sunscreen or protective clothing. 
 
12. Think positive! 

 

http://www.mtcounties.org
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 Safety tip of the Month 

Fitness Fundamentals  
What you should know about  

physical fitness  
  

 The holidays may not seem like a good    
time to talk about physical fitness.                   
But  why not?  What better time to be reminded,      
as we enjoy perhaps a few too many holiday        
treats, that we need to keep up                       
our physical activity to stay fit? 
 In fact, if you increase your activity during 
December, you may be able to resist putting on 
extra pounds. The key is finding exercise you 
enjoy. 
  
 There’s no doubt that fitness offers many 
benefits. Among the most important, it: 

• Reduces the risk of dying from coro-
nary heart disease and of developing 
high blood pressure, colon cancer, and 
diabetes. 

• Can help reduce blood pressure in 
some people with hypertension. 

• Helps maintain healthy bones, mus-
cles, and joints. 

• Reduces symptoms of anxiety and de-
pression and fosters improvements in 
mood and feelings of well-being. 

• Helps control weight, develop lean 
muscle, and reduce body fat. 

 Here are some key points to remember 
about exercise and fitness:  

• Physical activity need not be strenu-
ous to achieve health benefits. 

• Still, talk with your healthcare profes-
sional before starting an exercise pro-
gram. 

• The same moderate amount of activity 
can be obtained in longer sessions of 
moderately intense activities (such as 
30 minutes of brisk walking) as in 
shorter sessions of more strenuous 
activities (such as 15–20 minutes of 
jogging).  

• Previously sedentary people who be-
gin physical activity programs should 
start with short sessions (5–10 min-
utes) of physical activity and gradually 
build up to the desired level of activity. 

• Adults with chronic health problems, 
such as heart disease, diabetes, or 
obesity, or who are at high risk for 
these conditions, should first consult a 
physician before beginning a new pro-
gram of physical activity.  

• Men over age 40 and women over age 
50 who plan to begin a new program 
of vigorous activity should consult a 
physician to be sure they do not have 
heart disease or other health prob-
lems. 

Gallatin County Detention 
Center teaches inmates new 

skills and behaviors 
By: Jodi Hausen, Bozeman Daily Chronicle Staff Writer 

 
 

 More than 100 people enter the Gallatin 
County Detention Center each week, but not 
because they committed crimes. 
 The people coming and going from the jail 
are teaching inmates computer skills; preparing 
them for GED exams; helping them with parent-
ing, money-management and job-search skills. 
Inmates are also participating in anger-
management classes, Alcoholics and Narcotics 
Anonymous, Bible study and stress-reducing 
practices like yoga, meditation and journaling. 
 More than 30 programs are offered in the 
jail, and about half of all inmates participate in at 
least one of them, said Jackie Kerry Lemon, the 
jail’s program director. 
 Though there is scant evidence that such 
programs help counteract the behaviors that 
landed offenders behind locked doors, early 
studies and expert opinion indicate they do offer 
hope. Hope not only for inmates leaving jail but 
also for the communities where they will be liv-
ing and working. 
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health benefits plan must collect a $1 per cov-
ered lives per month fee that will need to be 
paid to the IRS for research for medical effi-
cacy and transparency.  The IRS has not pro-
vided information on how these amounts are to 
be collected.  Additional guidance on this fee is 
expected to be available in February, 2012.   
Currently, there are no clear guidelines on de-
pendents covered under the plan that have 
their own coverage and how to collect for 
those that have coverage under multiple em-
ployer sponsored health plans.  This fee may 
not need to be collected and paid until 2013, 
however for now calculations should be based 
on the average number of lives covered per 
month.  For counties that offer a fully insured 
plan, the carrier is required to collect the fee.  
The fee is scheduled to increase to $2 in 2013.   
 
Four Page Summary of Benefits and Cover-
age:  This PPACA mandate has been post-
poned indefinitely.  Originally, this new four-
page, 12-point font document was to be pro-
vided to each employee by March 23, 2012.  
Although most counties would not have to pro-
duce the four page summary of benefits for 
their employees, this is good news for many 
health benefit providers.  The negative com-
ments provided by the private sector led the 
regulatory agencies involved to withdraw the 
implementation deadline on November 21, 
2011.  This document was to be provided in 
addition to the current required documents:  
Summary Plan Description, Plan Document, 
Certificate of Coverage and insurance policies. 
 
60 Day Advance Written Notice Requirement 
for Material Changes:  PPACA states that a 60
-day written advance notice must be given to 
all employees of any material changes to the 
group health benefit plan.  It is not clear if this 
mandate is to take effect on March 23, 2012 or 
on the new plan or policy year. 
 

 

Health Care  
Reform Update 

By: Pam Walling, MACo Health Care Trust 
Marketing Coordinator 

 
This Health Care Reform update comes from 
the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act 
(PPACA) that became law on September 23, 
2010. 
 

W-2 Reporting:  The 2012 tax year will be the 
first year for some counties to start reporting 
the cost of the employee health benefits pro-
vided by the county’s employer-sponsored 
health plan on the W-2’s that will be issued in 
January, 2013.  Employers that will issue 250 
or more W-2’s for the 2012 tax year will be re-
quired to include this calculation on the W-2 
that is issued in January, 2013.  Employers 
that issue less than 250 W-2’s will not be re-
quired to report the value until the January, 
2014, W-2 is issued.   
It is necessary for many employers to start new 
payroll and bookkeeping procedures to track 
the cost that will need to be reported on the W-
2.  The correct method of calculating the dollar 
value for insured plans is to use the total pre-
mium amount (employer + employee amounts 
paid).  Self-funded plans should use the plan’s 
COBRA rate minus 2%.  Other methods of cal-
culation may be acceptable if the employer be-
lieves the COBRA rate is understated, or actu-
arial determination is preferred by the em-
ployer. 
According to the IRS.gov web page, this cost 
is not taxable.  If employment is terminated in 
2012, and a W-2 is requested prior to January, 
2013, this value is not required to be reported. 
 

$1 Per Employee Per Month Medical Research 
Fee:  PPACA mandates that starting January 
1, 2012 employers that offer an employee 
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Road Department Wage 
Jumped $2 Per Hour Boost 

By: Ali Newby, Miles City Star 
 
 

 The Custer County Commissioners voted  to 
increase the pay of the County Road Depart-
ment’s employees by $2 per hour, effective    
immediately, because of market adjustments.  
 On Dec. 12, Jerry Backlund, the county road 
supervisor, wrote a memorandum to the com-
missioners asking for their approval of the pay 
increase because several county road employ-
ees have left their positions for higher-paying 
work in the oil fields. 
 “In the past 60 days, three employees have 
left,” Backlund said. “Of the five counties that we 
surveyed, Custer county pays the least.” 
 In Backlund’s memorandum, he stated that 
the current entry-level salary for a heavy equip-
ment operator in Custer County is $13.30 per 
hour, and that the same position would pay 
$16.11 per hour in Dawson County, $17.60 per 
hour in Fallon County and $20.02 per hour in 
Rosebud County.  
 Backlund talked about a recent interview he 
had with a potential applicant to fill one of the 
three positions.  
 “I was talking to this guy and we had a good 
talk, but when I told him how much we paid, he 
said he wouldn’t even apply for the position, 
even after I told him we could get this pay bump 
today,” Backlund said.  
 “I know that Custer County cannot compete 
with the oil field wages base or even wages paid 
by surrounding counties that have a tax base 
from oil production, but Custer County does 
need to be competitive with their wages,” Back-
lund said in his memorandum.  
All three commissioners agreed with Backlund.  
 “When departments start losing employees 
to other businesses, we have to adjust because 
sometimes you have to beat the bush just to be 
able to hire one person,” Commissioner Jack 
Nesbit said. After Backlund brought this issue to 
the commissioners’ attention, they met with a 
lawyer from the Montana Association of Coun-

ties and decided that a market adjustment for 
one specific department would be the appropri-
ate solution. Commissioner Nesbit said that the 
difficult thing about choosing this plan of action 
would be that other departments would want the 
same pay increase.  
 “It’s difficult for the other departments, but 
they have to realize that they aren’t losing em-
ployees right and left,” Commissioner Nesbit 
said. “Jerry has to have well-qualified people 
who can run heavy equipment.”  
 Nesbit went on to say that the other depart-
ments don’t meet the requirements for a market 
adjustment. 
 “Jerry had to apply and get it approved, and 
it’s a lengthy process,” Nesbit said. “He also 
had to make the decision to make their recep-
tionist a part-time position and not hire one po-
sition back next year so this raise could take 
place.”  
 Backlund said that his six employees 
needed the morale booster.  
“Just the thought of getting a pay raise made 
the overall morale of the department jump to the 
next level,” Backlund said. “But I know we will 
probably have to re-address the wages in the 
next three years.”  

Montana’s Minimum  
Wage Increases  

 

Starting January 1, 2012 
 

Montana’s minimum wage  
increases from 

 

 $7.35 per hour 
 to  

$7.65 per hour 
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2012 Legal Holidays 

Legal Holidays          Observed 
 
New Year’s Day……………………………….. Monday, January 2 
Martin Luther King Jr. Day……………………. Monday, January 16 
Lincoln’s and Washington’s Birthday……….. Monday, February 20 
Memorial Day………………………………….. Monday, May 28 
Independence Day……………………………. Wednesday, July 4 
Labor Day……………………………………… Monday, September 3 
Columbus Day…………………………………. Monday, October 8 
General Election Day…………………………. Tuesday, November 6 
Veterans' Day………………………………….. Monday, November 12 
Thanksgiving Day……………………………... Thursday, November 22 
Christmas Day…………………………………. Tuesday, December 25 

A ministry of blankets  
and bears 

Continued from page 20… 
 
 He helps law enforcement officers during stress-
ful situations or when they have to notify families of 
a death, Bozeman Police Sgt. Steve Crawford said. 
“It’s not a fun message to have to deliver, and War-
ren really provides a stabilizing presence,” he said. 
“It’s far easier when the chaplain is with you. You 
know you’re in good hands. You can breathe a sigh 
of relief.” 
 And when he has to face children after the death 
of a family member, Hiebert brings not only his com-
passion, but also teddy bears and blankets — hand-
made by local volunteers. Often children wrap them-
selves in the blankets and hug the stuffed animals 
with a deputy’s star sewn to its chest. 
 “The children fix on these bears,” Hiebert said. 
“They clutch to it and hang onto it.” 
 Seeing that makes those blankets “worth every 
stitch the volunteers put into” them, he said, remov-
ing his glasses as tears well up in his eyes. 
 

 When Hiebert started the chaplaincy, he made 
about $800 monthly before taxes. Now, he counts 
on annual donations of $2,200 each from the Deputy 
Sheriff’s and the Bozeman Police protective associa-
tions, a vehicle donated by Danhof Chevrolet and 
fund drives like the Kiwanis’. 
 But mostly he goes on faith that the resources 
he and his wife, Lois, need to live on will be there as 
they have been each previous year. He said he’s 
thankful his ministry hasn’t been hit too hard by the 
economy. 
 “God has faithfully blessed my wife and I for 44 
years,” Hiebert said. “He’s never let us down and 
he’s not going to start now. My philosophy is, if this 
doesn’t work out, God’s got something better.” 
But he loves his job that is different every day, he 
said. 
 When asked why, Hiebert simply said, “It’s a ser-
vant’s heart.” 
 But when pressed, he elaborated. 
 “It’s a privilege being allowed into this inner 
sanctum of pain and grief,” Hiebert said. “I, as a 
chaplain, am allowed into these people’s lives in 
their time of grief and crisis. And I don’t judge them, I 
just love them.” 
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 County Mainte-
nance Superintendent 
Jed Fisher asked for 
the used piece of 
equipment to help 
“keep your beautiful 
campus looking food.” 
 Fisher said the 
county has rented a lift 
periodically to do things 
such as clean gutters 
and wash windows on 
the three-story build-
ings at the courthouse 
campus. But with the 
completion of a $2.7 
million project to reno-
vate and upgrade the 
courthouse, Fisher said 
a lift will be needed 
more frequently. 
 Owning a lift will 
allow for regular clean-
ing of the upper 
reaches of the court-
house, Earl Bennett 

Anaconda - Deer 
Lodge County 

 Marie Hatcher, 65, 
has retired as Anaconda 
- Deer Lodge County 
Clerk and Recorder after 
11 years to spend more 
time with family, and   
especially the children 
she babysits on an     
almost daily basis. 
 Hatcher worked 20 
years at the local Safe-
way before going back to 
school at Montana Tech 
to earn her degree in 
business information  
systems.  
 She graduated with 
honors in 1997, right 
around the same time 
Anaconda-Deer Lodge 
County was looking for a 
clerk in the Treasurer’s 
Office. They hired 
Hatcher, and about three 
years later appointed her 
as clerk and recorder in 
place of Pete Boyce, who 
had won the chief execu-
tive election. 
 Hatcher loved the job 
and her staff, handling 
budgets, records and 
election administration 
duties. Still, she knew 
over the summer she 
was ready to leave. 
 The commission   
recently appointed Joey 
Blodnick from the     
Montana State Hospital 
Credit Union to replace 
Hatcher. 
 

Flathead County 
 Flathead County 
commissioners agreed to 
purchase a 1999 Genie 
lift for $26,500 for use 
mostly by the county 
maintenance staff. 

Building and Flathead 
County Justice Center, 
he said. A lift also could 
be used at both the 
county fairgrounds and 
road and bridge shop. 
 Renting a lift is a 
costly venture, he said, 
and the county could 
recoup the rental costs 
in a year of ownership, 
Fisher said. 
 Commissioner Dale 
Lauman agreed with 
Fisher’s recommenda-
tion. 
 “With the three-
story buildings, I under-
stand the need,” 
Lauman said. “A lift is 
the safe way to do the 
work. It’s probably 
worth the investment.” 
 

Gallatin County 
 After 37 years in 

law enforcement, Gallatin 
County Sheriff Jim 
Cashell retired. 
 “The honor and privi-
lege of serving as your 
sheriff has been the high-
light of my law enforce-
ment career,” Cashell 
wrote in  the brief resig-
nation letter he gave the 
Gallatin County Commis-
sion. 
 “It’s just time for a 
change, time for some-
body else to do it,” he 
said. 
 Cashell’s retirement 
was met with happiness 
for him and recognition of 
his accomplishments. 
 “I am extremely ex-
cited for him,” Un-
dersheriff Brian Gootkin 
said. “After 37 years in 
public service, it’s pretty 
incredible.” 

1624 12th Avenue North, Great Falls 
406-791-8550 or 866-355-8550 

 

Keep Emergency Bridges on Hand 
 

USED RAILROAD FLATCARS 
A GREAT ALTERNATIVE FOR  

LOW-VOLUME BRIDGES! 
 

Contact: Steve Smith directly at 406-791-8549 
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 Gootkin will replace 
Sheriff Jim Cashell. 
Gootkin will serve a year 
before having to run for 
election to complete the 
final two years of 
Cashell’s four-year term. 
 The Gallatin County 
Commissioner appointed 
Gootkin sheriff at their 
meeting on December 
20th. Gootkin was se-
lected among four candi-
dates vying for the post.  
 Gootkin has worked 
in law enforcement with 
the Gallatin County Sher-
iff’s Office since 1993. 
He worked his way up 
from deputy to lieutenant. 
He served as the jail ad-
ministrator for six years 
until 2010 when Cashell 
appointed him un-
dersheriff. 
  

Lewis & Clark 
County 

 Lewis & Clark County 
is ready to start using a 
major new piece of infra-
structure - a giant hole in 
the ground. 
 It’s a fresh, empty 
landfill cell, also known 
as Phase 3 in the county 
landfill, measuring 8.9 
acres and about 40 to 50 
feet deep. The landfill, on 
Deal Lane, is tucked un-
obtrusively between roll-
ing hills in the Helena 
valley. 
 In early December, 
County Solid Waste 
Manager Sherrel Rhys 
said the state Depart-
ment of Environmental 
Quality told her it was 
giving final approval for 
use of the cell, and it 
could start receiving gar-
bage in mid December. 

from hernia surgery 
when he got his first 
notice, he said. And 
when it was time for the 
trial, Vang, who sells 
produce, was busy gar-
dening, trying to raise 
money for himself and 
his family. 
 Deschamps re-
minded Vang that jurors 
get paid. “It’s not 
much,” he said. Those 
chosen for a jury re-
ceive $25 a day. 
 Vang apologized 
again. Given another 
chance, he said, “I’d be 
very happy to be on a 
jury.” 
 Deschamps sent 
him on his way, with a 
reminder about the $50 
fine that awaits when 
an excuse doesn’t pass 
muster. 
 The Lesson? The 
court is willing to accept 
a legitimate excuse. But 
there’s a mechanism 
for that, through the jury 
selection process. Bet-
ter to follow procedure 
than end up in front of a 
judge, when the jury 
box might suddenly 
seem a lot more ap-
pealing. 
 

Teton County 
 Teton County’s 
three public libraries 
have revised their web-
site to provide more 
online databases for 
patrons. 
 The Joint City/
County Library Board, 
announced that the 
website had a new  ref-
erence link, a change 
from    InfoTrac to EB-
SCO, a group of online 

databases that link        
to full-text magazine,     
journal, newspaper arti-
cles and e-books. The 
libraries’ Website is 
www.tetonlibrarynetwork.
net. 
 In addition, Choteau 
Library Director Marsha 
Hinch, who coordinates 
the website with the    
library directors in Dutton 
and Fairfield, reported 
that the Montana State 
Library      has launched 
Home-work MT, http://
homeworkmt.org, a web-
site designed to assist all 
students from kindergart-
ners to adults in college 
with their studies. 
 According to a Sept. 
21 press release, stu-
dents can connect to a 
qualified tutor from a 
computer or mobile de-
vice for one-on–one, on 
demand help in math, 
science, social studies 
and English, as well as 
writing assistance. 
 The online tutors are 
available every Sunday 
through Thursday from 2 
p.m. to 11 p.m. No ap-
pointments or schedules 
are necessary. Tutors 
are available online to 
provide assistance with 
homework, studying, 
exam preparation, pro-
jects, essays, standard-
ized tests and much 
more, the release said. 
 Library board mem-
ber Heather McCartney-
Duty volunteered to pub-
licize the new service at 
area schools, calling it an 
“unbelievable resource.” 
 
  

 It’s just a small part 
of the 80-acre landfill, 
which has a six-phase 
master plan. Originally 
envisioned with a 50-
year life, Rhys said it’s 
now expected to last 75 
more years thanks to 
improved methods of 
getting more waste into 
each cubic yard of 
space. 
 
Missoula County 

 Missoula County’s 
judges might be crack-
ing down on jury duty 
no-shows, but they’re 
not without heart. 
 Take the case of 
Nor Jar Vang. 
 He didn’t come to 
court as requested on 
Aug. 22 for the deliber-
ate homicide trial of 
Raymond Big Beaver. 
 Vang wasn’t alone 
in ignoring a jury sum-
mons. It’s happened 
often enough recently 
that the judges in Dis-
trict Court and Justice 
Court got together and 
decided to send a mes-
sage. 
 Fail to show up for 
you assigned trial and 
you could find yourself 
in court, anyway.  
 One man recently 
was fined $50 for blow-
ing off jury duty and a 
woman went to jail for 
two days in November 
after ignoring an esca-
lating series of requests 
and penalties. 
 Vang apologized 
profusely to Missoula 
County District Court 
J u d g e  D u s t y 
Deschamps. 
 He was recovering 
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
President 
Connie Eissinger, McCone County 
1st Vice President 
Greg Chilcott, Ravalli County 
2nd Vice President 
Joe Briggs, Cascade County 
Fiscal Officer 
Cynthia Johnson, Pondera County 
Urban Representative 
Andy Hunthausen, Lewis & Clark County 
Immediate Past President 
John Ostlund, Yellowstone County 
Past Presidents 
Carl Seilstad, Fergus County 
Mike McGinley, Beaverhead County 
John Prinkki, Carbon County 
Bill Kennedy, Yellowstone County 
Carol Brooker, Sanders County 
Vic Miller, Blaine County 
 

DISTRICT CHAIRS 
1.   Richard Dunbar, Phillips County 
2.   Douglas Buxbaum, Dawson County 
3.   Donald Reiger, Fallon County 
4.   Russ Tempel, Liberty County 
5.   Ben Ober, Toole County 
6.   Ken Ronish, Fergus County 
7.   Maureen Davey, Stillwater County 
8.   Gail Vennes, Broadwater County 
9.   Randy Taylor, Park County                                        
10. Bill Barron, Lake County 
11. Jean Curtiss, Missoula County 
12. Tom Rice, Beaverhead County 

 
ASSOCIATION BOARD MEMBERS 

Leo Gallagher, Lewis & Clark Co. Attorney 
Blanche McLure, Granite County  
Clerk & Recorder     
Marilyn Craft, Jefferson County 
District Court Clerk 
Steve Immenschuh, Granite County                                               
Coroner 
Gary Olsen, Broadwater County 
Justice of the Peace 
Diane Inbody, Teton County School Supt.  
Leo Dutton, Lewis & Clark Co. Sheriff’s Office 
Jane Swanson-Webb Carbon County  
Treasurer 

ASSOCIATE 
MEMBERS 

 
Diamond Member 
Arthur Gallagher Risk 

Mgmt. Services 

MT Dept. of 
Commerce 

 

Gold Member 
AT&T 

Johnson Controls, 
Inc. 

 

Silver Members 
Ameresco, Inc. 

 

Bronze Members 
Dorsey & Whitney 
MT Correctional 

Enterprises 
Gaelectric, LLC 

Great Plains Towers 
McKinstry 

Morrison-Maierle Inc. 
 

Copper Member 
MDU Resources 
WGM Group, Inc. 

Pacific Technology 
Alliance 

Anderson ZurMuehlen  
& Company P.C. 

 
 

AFFILIATE 
MEMBER 

MT County Road 
Supervisors (MACRS) 

 
Thank you! 

 
For information on how 
to become an Associate 

Member, visit our 
website at 

www.mtcounties.org 
 or call  

(406)449-4360 

MACo STAFF 
 

Harold Blattie, Executive Director 
Sheryl Wood, Associate Director 
Tom Swindle, Finance Officer 
Karen Houston, Meeting Planner 
Sara McGowan, Accounting Technician 
Shantil Siaperas, Legislative Coordinator 
Sharon Wilson, Administrative  Assistant 
Greg Jackson, JPIA/JPA Trust Admin. 
Mike Sehestedt, Chief Legal Counsel 
Maureen Lennon, Assoc. Legal Counsel 
Greg Bonilla, Assoc. Legal Counsel 
Carol Knight, Legal Assistant 
Kimberly Potter, Legal Assistant 
Emelia McEwen, Sr. Loss Control  
Specialist 
Jack Holstrom, Personnel Svcs. Admin. 
Keith Stapley, Claims Administrator 
Wendy Sesselman, WC Claims  
Supervisor 
Dennis Jupka, Senior Claims Specialist 
Bonnie Knopf, Data Specialist 
Christine Holling, Senior Claims Rep. 
Liz Krzan, Claims Rep. 
Jan Denke, Claims Support Specialist 
Alyce Bailey, Program Coordinator 
Pam Walling, Marketing Coordinator 
Laurie Goltry, Member Services Rep. 
Tom Beneventi, Custodian/Maintenance  

 

2012 Directory of 
Montana County 

Officials 
will be available 

 February  
Reserve your copy today at 

www.mtcounties.org  
Just $15.00!   
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January 
4 - 5 MACo HCT Trustees Strategic Planning 
9 - 10 Select committee on Efficiency in Government,   
 Technology Subcommittee, Capitol - Room 102 
10 - 11 Water Policy Committee, Capitol - Room 172 
11 - 12 Environmental Quality Council, Capitol - Room 172 
13  Energy & Telecommunications Committee, Capitol - 

 Room 172 
13 State Tribal Relations Committee, Capitol - Room  TBA 
14 - 16 NCCAE President’s and Executive’s Meeting 
16  Martin Luther King Jr. Day - MACo Office Closed 
19 - 20 Economic Affairs Interim Committee, Capitol - Room 
 137 
23 Children, Families, Health & Human Services Interim 
 Committee Meeting, Capitol - Room 137 
23 - 24 Education and Local Government Interim Committee, 
 Capitol - Room102 
27  State Administration & Veterans’ Affairs Committee,  
 Capitol - Room 137 

February 
13 - 17 MACo Midwinter Conference - Billings 
16 - 17 Revenue & Transportation Committee, Capitol - 
 Room 137 
17 Districting & apportionment Commission, Capitol - 
 Room 102 
23 - 24 Law & Justice Interim Committee 
 
March 
3 - 7 NACo Legislative Conference 
19 - 20 Children, Families & HHS Interim Committee 
 
April 
23 - 26 Courts of Limited Jurisdiction Conference - Helena 
 Red Lion Colonial Inn 
11 - 13 HCT/JPA/JPIA Renewal  Meetings 

Thank you to all of our  
advertisers 
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http://www.mtcounties.org

