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Congratulations to Lesley Robinson 
(Phillips County Commissioner)   

On being elected as NACo WIR 2nd VP 
 
 Currently Lesley is serving her seventh year as a Phillips County commissioner. As 
part of her duties as commissioner she stays abreast of several public land issues    
concerning the county. 
 Lesley and her husband Jim ranch with his family near Zortman. She is a fourth gen-
eration Phillips County rancher. Her daughter Kirsty and her husband John also ranch in 
Phillips County. 
 In addition to serving on the Western Interstate Region board,  she currently is  the  
MACo Public Lands Committee chair and chairman of the Federal Lands Management 
subcommittee of the NACo Public Lands committee. 
 Positions that she has held in the past are Montana Stockgrowers Association      
director, MSGA Research, Education and Endowment Foundation director, president of 
the Phillips County Livestock Association and the Phillips County Cattlewomen, Montana 
Beef Council director and education committee chair. 
 Lesley has a passion for the West and its heritage. The best interest of the west is 
her first priority. Lesley says she is privileged to serve the Western Interstate Region as 
second vice president. 

2012 WIR Officers 
From left to right:  1st Vice President, John Martin, Commissioner, Garfield County, CO., 
Past President, Ron Walter, Commissioner, Chelan County, WA., President, Jerome 
Selby, Borough Mayor, Kodiak Island Borough, AK,, and 2nd Vice President, Lesley 
Robinson, Commissioner, Phillips County, MT. 



MACo News 

MACo News • Volume 41, Number 6 •  June 2012 2 

Water Policy Interim Committee 
2011 - 2012  

Exempt Well Study 
 

 What is the WPIC? 
 
The Water Policy Interim Committee (WPIC) is a joint  
bipartisan committee of the Legislature. The committee 
studies water quality and quantity issues. 
 
In 2011, the Legislature required the WPIC to study water 
wells exempt from permitting and provide a report to the 
2013 Legislature “that provides clear policy direction and 
necessary legislation to guide Montana’s policy” on     
exempt wells. 
 

What is an exempt well? 
 

A water well that pumps at a rate of less than 35 gallons 
per minute and produces less than 10 acres feet of water 
a year does not require a permit prior to drilling.  It is    
estimated that a home with an acre of lawn uses less than 
2.5 acre-feet a year. (An acre foot is equivalent to a foot 
of water covering a football field). 
 
Water use permitting is dictated by law and administered 
by the Department of Natural Resources and Conserva-
tion. The agency determines if water is physically avail-
able and if existing water users would be harmed by the 
proposed diversion. This includes an analysis of the effect 
a ground water well may have on a river or stream. 
 
Current water users may object to the permit application 
and the applicant may have to change the proposal or 
perform mitigation in order to obtain a permit. 
 
That analysis does not apply to exempt wells. 
 
There are more than 113,000 exempt wells statewide. 
About 56,000 exempt wells have been drilled since the 
current law took effect in 1991. Of those, about 26,000 
were drilled for  domestic purposes in areas of the state 
that are closed to most types of surface water appropria-
tions. 
 

Exempt Well Study 
 

The study must: 
 
• Determine the number of existing wells and estimate 

how many wells may be drilled over the next decade; 
• Summarize the beneficial uses of water from exempt 

wells; 
• Analyze the amount of water necessary for various 

uses compared to the amount allowed by law; 

 
• Explore options to provide accurate measurement of 

exempt well water use; 
 
• Examine options to ensure exempt wells don’t exceed 

allowed limits or affect other users; 
 
• Examine applicable research and analysis conducted 

by the ground water investigation program at the 
Montana Bureau of Mines and Geology; 

 
• Analyze how the water appropriated by exempt wells 

may affect surface water appropriations; and 
 
• Examine the legal options for integrating exempt wells 

into the principle that first in time is first in right when 
senior water rights are not fulfilled. 

 
The WPIC also shall study: 
 
• The statutes, rules, programs, and policies of other 

states for exempt wells, including legal challenges; 
 
• The adequacy of existing programs and tools includ-

ing controlled ground water areas, mitigation banks, 
community water system incentives, and in-lieu-of-fee 
programs; 

 
• The relationship between exempt wells and land use 

decisions, including the relationship between exempt 
wells and individual septic systems, the cost compari-
son of installing public water systems or extending 
existing water infrastructure, and the role of local  
governments in requiring alternatives to exempt wells; 
and 

 
• The rulemaking authority of the DNRC in relation to 

the statutory policy and purpose provided for in law. 
 

Public comment needed 
 

The committee wants public comment on five proposed 
bills related to exempt wells as well as other ideas. The 
bill drafts are online at: leg.mt.gov/water/ 
 
Comment in person: 
 
• June 19, Bozeman, Gallatin County Courthouse, 311 

W. Main St., Rm. 306, 7:00 p.m. 
• June 20, Kalispell, Red Lion Inn, 20 N. Main St.,    

7:00 p.m. 
• June 21, Hamilton, Bitterroot River Inn, 139 Bitterroot 

Plaza Dr., 7:00 p.m. 
• July 12-13, Rm. 172, State Capitol 
• September 10-11 Rm. 172, State Capitol 

Continued on page 3... 
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Water Policy Interim Committee 
2011 - 2012  

Exempt Well Study 
Continued from page 2... 

 
 
Comment in writing: 
 
• Jkolman@mt.gov 
 
• Water Policy Interim Committee 
 Rm. 171B, State Capitol Building 
 PO Box 201704 
 Helena, MT  59620-1704 
 

Who is the WPIC? 
 

Senators 
 
Bradley Maxon Hamlett (D-Cascade), chair 
Debby Barrett (R-Dillon) 
Sharon Stewart-Peregoy (D-Crow Agency) 
Chas Vincent (R-Libby) 
 
Representatives 
 
Walter McNutt (R-Sidney) vice chair 
Pat Connell, (R-Hamilton) 
Betsy Hands (D-Missoula) 
Bill McChesney (D-Miles City) 
 

Who staffs the WPIC? 
 

The Legislative Services Division provides staff for the 
WPIC. Staff responsibilities include conducting studies, 
writing reports and legal opinions, organizing public 
meetings, and drafting legislation. 
 
Research Analyst ………………………..Joe Kolman 
Attorney………………………………...Helen Thigpen 
Legislative Secretary…………………...Kevin McCue 
 

For more information: 
 

Leg.mt.gov/water/ 
 

Joe Kolman, 406-444-3747 
 

jkolman@mt.gov 

Traci Thatcher has joined the 
MACo family  

 
 Traci joined us on May 14th 
as the new Marketing Coordinator 
for the Health Care Trust. Traci 
was born and raised in Butte, MT, 
and moved to Helena in October 
2003, after graduating from Mon-
tana Tech in May 2003. Prior to 
her employment at MACo, Traci 

worked at New West for over 8 years, starting in  
finance and moving into the sales and marketing 
department. Traci currently lives in East Helena, with 
her children. When not following their sporting 
events, she also enjoys spending summers at the 
Big Hole River and camping, and snowboarding in 
the winter.  

 
 
 
 
 

2012 Directory of  
Montana County Officials  

Updates & Corrections 

Anaconda-Deer Lodge County  
1. New CEO - Connie Ternes-Daniels replaced         

Rebecca Guay (page 1) 
2. Correction on Commissioner Elaine Lux-Burt’s      

address is: 369 Highpark Drive (page 1) 
 
Daniels County  
1. County PO Box is 247, Scobey 59263-0247  
 (page 13) 
 
Flathead County  
1. Jim Dupont passed away 3/19/12, Cal Scott          

appointed  (page 18) 
 

Judith Basin County  
1. Sheriff/Coroner Raymond Clark’s e-mail is: 
 rclark@co.judith-basin.mt.us (page 26) 
2. New Safety Coordinator - Suzanne Aune replaced 
 Kathy Aery, Suzanne’s e-mail is: JBEMS@mt.gov, 
 new ext# is 126 (page 81) 
 

Sanders County  
1. New Safety Coordinator - Regina Skoczylas replaced 

Christie Deck – Regina’s e-mail address is:          
rskoczylas@sanderscounty.mt.gov (page 82) 

mailto:jkolman@mt.gov
mailto:jkolman@mt.gov
http://www.leg.mt.gov/water/
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Santa Fe County 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 

Hosts  NACo WIR Conference 
By Lesley Robinson, Phillips County Commissioner 

 
 The Western Interstate Region 2012 Conference was 
held May 16th through the 18th in Santa Fe, New Mexico. 
 We had several interesting and informative speakers. 
Santa Fe county was a great host. 
 During our WIR Board meeting Tim Wigely, President 
of the Western Energy Alliance gave us some of the re-
sults of a survey they conducted in March 2012. They 
surveyed one thousand voters form Colorado, Wyoming, 
Utah, Montana, New Mexico and North Dakota. 
The survey indicated that the most important issues were 
jobs and economy 35% and government spending 28%. 
The environment received 3%. Issues of the environment 
have not made the top ten of the surveys for the past two 
years. 
 Impressions of the oil and gas industry were 48% fa-
vorable, while singling out the natural gas industry re-
ceived 69% favorable mark. 72% of the surveyed support 
increased energy development on public lands. Regard-
ing the Keystone Pipeline, 82% have seen, read or heard 
about the pipeline and 69% favor development of the 
pipeline. Information can be found on their website west-
erncountyalliance.org. 
 Jeff Arnold, Deputy Legislative Director for NACo 
gave us a presentation on MyNACo, a secure, password-
protected feature of the NACo website that enables mem-
bers to network and discuss issues, policies and propos-
als with other members and with NACo staff. Your user-
name and password are the same as what you use for 
the NACo website. 
 He also talked to us about increasing advocacy 
awareness and the most effective ways to influence con-
gress. 
• Send messages from a diverse group of people with 

different perspectives. No form letters or postcards. 
• When it comes to communication, style matters. Be 

brief, simple and direct. Comment on a maximum of 3 
points. 

• Be willing to talk to staff 
• Include your address and zip code in your emails. 

Emails from their own state or district will receive  

priority. 
• To email House staff  use the following format  

firstname.lastname@mail.house.gov (this means the 
first and last name of the staffer) 

• To email the Senate staff use the following format  
firstname_lastname@senator.senate.gov  (where is 
says senator use the specific senator’s name Baucus, 
Tester etc.) 

 Social platforms have become a necessary tool for 
countering criticism or rallying allies. One out every 13 
people on the earth are on Facebook with half logged on 
in any given day. 43% of all young people get their news 
from Facebook. 
 At our legislative conference in DC the western region 
was highly concerned about jobs and the economy. 
Robert Cope, commissioner Lemhi County, Idaho has 
started having conference call for the region to discuss 
economic development concerns in the west. 
 Cynthia Moses Nedd, BLM liaison informed us that 
BLM Director, Bob Abbey will be retiring as of the thirty 
first of May. 
 Resolutions for the NACo annual conference are due 
by June 13, 2012. 
 An interesting tidbit from a speaker from US Bank 
Corporate Treasury is that for every penny fuel prices go 
down there is an additional 1.4 billion dollars available in 
discretionary spending. 

http://www.rpa-hln.com


 
 

21 3rd Street North, Suite 500 
Great Falls, MT 59401  

406-452-2526 
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http://www.uscommunities.org
mailto:jholstrom@mtcounties.org
mailto:emcewen@mtcounties.org
http://www.m-m.net
http://www.mtcounties.org/hct
http://www.djanda.com
mailto:pwalling@mtcounties.org
mailto:tthatcher@mtcounties.org
mailto:abailey@mtcounties.org
mailto:lgoltry@mtcounties.org
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EPA to say “no” to discharge 
permits for logging roads 

By Lawrence Hurley,  E & E Reporter 
 

 U.S. EPA will release a rule tomorrow stating that 
logging roads don’t require Clean Water Act permitting 
for storm water runoff. 
 The rule, to be published in the Federal Register, is 
intended to ward off Supreme Court review of the issue. 
 An industry-backed petition is currently before the 
court. 
 Timber industry groups and 26 states are seeking 
review of a 2010 ruling by the San Francisco-based 9th 
U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals. The appeals court tossed 
out the agency’s 35-year-old policy of allowing loggers 
to use best management practices instead of pollution-
discharge permits. 
 The court is currently waiting for the Obama admini-
stration to file a brief stating its position in the case. 
 EPA’s proposed rule would state that discharges 
from logging roads does not require National Pollutant 
Discharge Elimination Systems permits because they 
are not included in the definition of “storm water         
discharge associated with industrial activity,”  according 
to the notice of intent. 
                                                                               

 The agency’s decision to take action on the issue, 
most likely in order to allow the administration to urge 
the Supreme Court not to take the case was expected, 
as Greenwire reported earlier in May (Greenwire, May 
1). 
 The Obama administration’s Supreme Court brief is 
expected to be filed by May 25th. 
 Dave Tenny, president and CEO of the National  
Alliance of Forest Owners, said that although he       
welcomed EPA’s move, it would not affect the industry’s 
desire that the Supreme Court reverse the 9th Circuit 
decision. 
 “What we want is certainty,” he said. If the Supreme 
Court does not take up the case, there is no guarantee 
that the 9th Circuit would change course in subsequent 
cases despite what EPA plans to do, Tenny said. 
 “It’s really a question of what the 9th Circuit, if left to 
their own devices, will give EPA any more deference 
this time around,” he added. 
 The political response to the 9th Circuit ruling was 
negative on both sides of the aisle on Capitol Hill. 
 Congress voted in December to stay permitting of 
logging roads, a measure that will expire October 1, 
while bipartisan legislation has been filed in both    
chambers seeking to restore EPA’s former regulatory 
approach. 
  

Register now for the  
2012 Montana Housing Partnership Conference 

http://housing.mt.gov/registration.mcpx  
 

Prices and Options 
 

Full Conference Registration: $175 
Tuesday Registration only: $75 

Wednesday Registration only: $100 
Thursday Registration only: $75 

Exhibit Table with a paid registration: $50 
Exhibit Table without a paid registration: $200 

 
Register before June 15th to avoid a $25 late registration fee 

http://housing.mt.gov/registration.mcpx
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John T. Flynn  
 Broadwater 

County Attorney  
1952 - 2012 

 
 John Terence Flynn, 59, 
passed away from complications 
of congestive heart failure on 

May 28, 2012, while on a short holiday in San Fran-
cisco. 
 John was born to William (Bill) Warren Flynn and 
Lorena Hurd Flynn on July 23, 1952. He was born in 
Bozeman, but lived his life in Townsend. John married 
Deborah Ann Whitehurst on July 24, 1999, at the Dry 
Creek Cabin near Townsend. 
 John was educated in the Townsend public school 
system and graduated in the BHS class of 1970. He 
attained a BA in History-Political Science at the Univer-
sity of Montana in 1974; he earned his law degree at the 
University of Montana in 1977. 
 His principal occupations were Broadwater County 
Attorney, Townsend City Attorney, and had a private 
legal practice. John’s first employment as an attorney 
was as a legal clerk for Judge Peter Meloy in Helena. At 
the age of 25, he was elected Broadwater County Attor-
ney, the youngest county attorney in Montana state his-
tory. He held that office for almost 34 consecutive years. 
John maintained a private practice office in Three Forks 
for many years and focused primarily on estate plan-
ning, real estate and water rights. 
 John is survived by his spouse, Deborah Whitehurst 
Flynn, of Townsend. He is also survived by the mother 
of his children, Eileen Boharski Flynn, of Bozeman. Sur-
viving children are Meagan Flynn Mesmer (Aaron) of 
Shawnee, Kan., and Molly Flynn of Seattle, Wash. Sur-
viving grandchildren are Asher Aaron Mesmer and one 
on the way! Surviving siblings include Claudia Evans of 
Eureka and Ted Flynn of Townsend. He is survived by 
his aunt, Louise Flynn, as well as numerous nieces and 
nephews, and many first, second and third cousins. 
 John was preceded in death by his parents, William 
(1989) and Lorena (1993) and a brother, William Flynn 
(1957). 
 In lieu of flowers, any memorials can be sent to the 
William W. Flynn Memorial/Flynn Ranch Scholarship 
Foundation, at P.O. Box 4, Toston, MT 59643; or contri-
butions to Trailhead Christian Fellowship Church can be 
mailed to 20 Trailhead View Lane, Townsend, MT 
59644. Please visit www.aswfuneralhome.com to offer 
the family condolences  

Population Protection for 
Local Communities 

 

July 10, 2012  8:30 am - 5:00 pm 
 

Lewistown, Montana 
County Complex Basement 

121 8th Ave South 
Lewistown, MT  59457 

 
 This one-day course will address key population     
protection challenges during quickly-expanding emergency 
and disasters. Incorporating ‘lessons learned’ from past 
Montana events, the course is designed for personnel  
having a role in local disaster planning & response,       
including first responders (law enforcement, fire, EMS, 
hospital, public works, road department), municipal      
planners, managers, and elected/appointed officials with 
statutory responsibilities for community protection. 
 Facilitated with presentations by Bob Fry and Martha 
Jo Smith of Montana DES, participants will exercise key 
population protection concepts using a series of           
community-based scenarios addressing: 
 
• Historical Montana population protection challenges 
• Current laws and responsibilities for population       

protection 
• Population protection planning 
• Key decision-making steps including recognition and 

use of realistic trigger-points 
• Steps for conducting evacuation or implementing    

shelter-in-place strategies 
• Methods for maintaining security of affected areas and 

personnel accountability and credentialing 
• Area re-entry planning 
• Public and responder ‘people skills’ 
 
 Martha Jo Smith has 15 years of emergency manage-
ment experience at the county, state, and federal level and 
has served on National Incident Management Teams since 
2002. She also regularly serves as a cadre member for 
national-level incident command courses. Bob Fry has 
over 25 years experience in all-hazard emergency       
management including Command & General Staff roles 
during incidents such as 9/11, the Space Shuttle Columbia 
debris recovery, and hurricane Katrina. He is currently the 
incident Commander for a National Type 2 Incident     
Management Team. 
 There is no tuition for this course. Please register 
early, as seating is limited! To register, please contact: 
 
Cheri Kilby, Fergus County Disaster & Emergency Services 

PO Box 180 Lewistown, MT  59457 
Phone: 406-535-8118  email: des@co.fergus.mt.us 

 

http://www.aswfuneralhome.com
mailto:des@co.fergus.mt.us
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Weed board volunteer honored 
for 40-plus years of service 

By Evelyn Pyburn, Laurel Outlook 
 

 Just how long Bill Michael Jr. has served on the 
Yellowstone County Weed Board, no one knows for 
sure. Not even Michael. The best estimates said 
“more than 40 years.” 
 Taking the occasion of Michael stepping down 
as chairman of the board, while still remaining a 
board member, the Yellowstone County Commis-
sioners made a point on Thursday, April 26, to show 
their appreciation. A gathering of friends, family and 
co-board members, as well as county officials      
surprised Michael at the County Weed Department 
to present him with a plaque commemorating his 
service and to recognize his dedication. 
 “I’m a little bit more than overwhelmed,” said  
Michael. “I don’t feel I have done that much.” 
But the commission thought otherwise. Volunteers 
who serve on county boards are essential to the 
success of county government. 
 “We can’t operate without volunteer boards,”  
emphasized Yellowstone County Commissioner 
John Ostlund, who said Michael has been on the 
board as long as he could remember. 
Commissioner Bill Kennedy said, as he presented 
the plaque, “He taught us respect. We came to    
respect what he had to say about what was         
necessary.” 
 One of those necessities was a building for the 
department, housing an office and training space, as 
well as a place to keep and maintain equipment and 
store supplies. 
 “Bill has trained a lot of new county commission-
ers,” noted Commissioner Jim Reno, adding, “Bill is 
always a calming voice, yet carries a level of        
expectation. We are pleased you are going to stay 
on the board.” 
 John Pulaski, the weatherman on the Northern 
Ag Network, was on hand to reminisce about       
Michael’s influence and his many other achieve-
ments, including being named Montana’s Out-
standing Young Farmer in 1967. Bill is “a man of the 
earth,” said Pulaski, going on to recall his role as a 
mentor in Pulaski’s youth, serving in leadership roles 
in 4-H and FFA. 
 Michael said it has always been a combined   
effort from the board. 
“We have come a long ways from where the Weed 
Board was when we started.” Together, he said,  

“we have made the Weed Department a workable 
department.” And, he thanked taxpayers “for making 
it possible.” 

Outlook photo by Evelyn Pyburn 
 

Commissioner Bill Kennedy presents Bill Michael Jr. 
with a plaque recognizing his more than 40 years of 
service on the Yellowstone County Weed Board. 

http://www.johnsoncontrols.com/customersolutions
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Shedding Light on  
Skin Cancer Prevention 

By Donnica Moore, MD 
 

  
Make your summer motto “slip, slap, slop.” Slip on a 
shirt, slap on a hat, and slop on plenty of sunscreen. 
Summer sun exposure cannot only make you      
uncomfortable, but can greatly increase your risk of 
skin cancer, the most common form of cancer affect-
ing adults. And even though a tan may be flattering 
in the short term, in the long run, sun exposure also 
increases your likelihood of developing wrinkles. 
 
By The Numbers 
Cases of skin cancer are on the rise, and it’s not just 
because of better reporting methods. The most com-
mon type of skin cancer is basal cell carcinoma (car-
sin-omah) with about 600,000 cases reported a 
year. There are another 400,000 reported cases of 
squamous (sqaw-muhs) cell cancer, and 45,000 
cases per year of the much more dangerous form of 
skin cancer, melanoma (mel-uh-nomuh). As with 
most forms of cancer, early detection and treatment 
is the key. 
 

What To Watch For 
Sun exposure is not the only risk—genetics play an 
important role. If you have a family history of any 
form of skin cancer—especially melanoma—
increased detection diligence is critical. In addition to 
your annual skin exam, be aware of any “suspicious” 
skin growths or changes in preexisting moles. 
Changes to be particularly aware of are changes in 
size, an irregular shape, or changes in color. Moles 
that bleed easily should also be evaluated. Scaly 
spots that are slightly raised with a reddish back-
ground or irregular border, may be precancerous 
lesions. Ideally, these should be removed early. 
 
Slip, Slap, Slop 
Remember, make your motto, “slip, slap, slop” this 
summer. Your skin is the largest organ you have. 
Protect it with prevention. 
 
 
 
 

Six Sun Safety Tips 
 
1. Limit Direct Sun Exposure During Midday 
Ultraviolet rays are most intense during the middle of 
the day, usually between the hours of 10 AM and 4 
PM. If you are unsure about the sun’s intensity, take 
the shadow test: If your shadow is shorter than you, 
the sun’s rays are the strongest. Plan activities out 
of the sun during these times. If you must be out-
doors, protect your skin. 
 
UV rays can pass through water, so don’t assume 
you’re safe if you’re in the water and feeling cool. Be 
especially careful on the beach and in the snow be-
cause sand and snow reflect sunlight, increasing the 
amount of UV radiation you receive. 
 
2. Cover Up 
When in the sun, keep covered! Wear clothing to 
protect 
as much skin as possible. Long-sleeved shirts, long 
pants, or long skirts are the most protective. Dark 
colors provide more protection than light colors. A 
tightly woven fabric protects better than loosely 
woven clothing. If you can see light through a fabric, 
UV rays can get through, too. Also, dry fabric is gen-
erally more protective than wet fabric. 
 
3. Wear A Hat 
A hat with at least a 2- to 3-inch brim all around is 
ideal because it protects areas often exposed to the 
sun, such as the neck, ears, eyes, forehead, nose, 
and scalp. A shade cap (which looks like a baseball 
cap with about 7 inches of fabric draping down the 
sides and back) also is good. These are often sold in 
sports and outdoor supply stores. 
 
A baseball cap can protect the front and top of the 
head but not the back of the neck or the ears, where 
skin cancers commonly develop. 
 
4. Use A Sunscreen With A Sun Protection 
Factor Of 15 Or Higher - Regularly And 
Properly 
Experts recommend products with an SPF of at least 
15. The SPF number represents the level of sunburn 
protection provided by the sunscreen – a higher 
number means more protection. 

Continued on page 11... 
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Six Sun Safety Tips 
Continued from page 10... 

 
It is important to remember that sunscreen does not 
give you total protection. When using an SPF 15 and 
applying it correctly, you get the equivalent of 1 min-
ute of burning UV rays for each 15 minutes you 
spend in the sun. So, 8 hours in the sun wearing SPF 
15 sunscreen is the same as spending 32 minutes 
unprotected. 
 
Be sure to apply the sunscreen properly. Always fol-
low the manufacturer’s directions. Most recommend 
applying sunscreen generously to dry skin 20 to 30 
minutes before going outside so the chemicals have 
time to absorb into your skin. When applying it, pay 
particular attention to your face, ears, hands, and 
arms, and generously coat the skin that is not cov-
ered by clothing. If you’re wearing insect repellant or 
makeup, sunscreen should be applied before those 
products. 
 
Use sunscreen lip balm. 
 
Do not use sunscreens on babies younger than 6 
months. Instead, use hats, clothing, and shading to 
protect small babies from the sun. 
 
Sunless tanning products, such as bronzers and   
extenders, give skin a golden color. Unlike sun-

screens, these products do not protect you from UV 
damage. 
 
5. Wear Sunglasses That Block UV Rays 
The ideal sunglasses do not have to be expensive, 
but they should block 99% to 100% of UVA and UVB 
radiation. Check the label to be sure they do. Some 
labels may say, “UV absorption up to 400 nm.” This 
is the same as 100% UV absorption. Also, labels 
that 
say “special purpose” or “Meets ANSI UV Require-
ments” mean the glasses block at least 99% of UV 
rays. Those labeled “cosmetic” block about 70% of 
the UV rays. If there is no label, don’t buy the sun-
glasses. 
 
6. Avoid Tanning Beds And Sunlamps 
Many people believe that the UV rays of tanning 
beds are harmless. This is not true. Tanning lamps 
give out UVA and frequently UVB as well. Both UVA 
and UVB can cause serious skin damage, and both 
contribute to skin cancer growth. Because of these 
dangers, health experts advise people to avoid 
sunlamps and tanning beds. 
 
The above tips were taken from the American Can-
cer Society’s website. You can find out more about 
Skin Cancer and how you can prevent it by visiting 
www.cancer.org. 
 

http://www.naco.org/drugcard
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MACo Health Care Trust 
 Members now have a 
 24-7 Nurse Helpline 

Beginning July 1, 2012 
 

MACo Health Care Trust has partnered with APS and  
Carenet Health Services to provide members with access to 

highly skilled, registered nurses 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.  Whether it’s a twisted    
ankle, high fever, drug reaction, or chest pain, MACo Health Care Trust members can    
contact Carenet’s Nurse Triage team at any time, free of charge.  This service will begin 
July 1, 2012.  Health Care Trust members will soon be receiving magnets printed with the 
helpline toll free phone number.  
 

By helping our members make more informed medical decisions and spend their 
healthcare dollars more wisely, Carenet will improve your clinical and  financial    

outcomes - guaranteed. 

Expert Advice Anytime 
 

Having an experienced, compassionate nurse available anytime to answer questions, assess    
symptoms, and provide care recommendations, results in decisive decision making motivated by 
knowledge. 
 
Staffed by highly skilled, registered nurses, Carenet’s Nurse Triage team is available 24-7 to assist 
with a caller’s health concerns. 
 
Utilizing the McKesson/Relay Health CareEnhance® Call Center triage module, Carenet’s nurses 
access the industry’s most trusted clinical content including more that 400 symptom-based       
guidelines. 
 
Carenet’s comprehensive services include: 
 
• Symptom assessment and triage 

• Urgent and non-urgent care advice 

• Program, provider and facility referrals 

• Medication information 

• Decision support for diagnoses or condition explanations 

• And much, much, more… 

Call the toll free number: 1-888-874-3817 for advice you can TRUST 
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Voting Absentee a 
 Growing Trend 

By Richard Ecke, Tribune Staff Writer 
 
 How Montanans vote has changed dramati-
cally since the turn of the century. 
 In 2000, only 15 percent of Montanans voted 
absentee in the general election. That meant they 
would be traveling on Election Day; had a good 
reason they could not vote in person, such as    
being disabled; or they simply did not feel like   
going out to vote on the day of the election. That 
latter reason  became acceptable when the 1999 
Montana Legislature approved “no-excuse” voting. 
 Absentee voting grew in popularity, with 22 
percent of Montanans voting absentee in the 2004 
general election, according to Montana’s secretary 
of state. 
 Then, in 2005, the Legislature agreed to allow 
Montanans to become permanent absentee voters 
if they chose. 
 In 2006, absentee voting in the general      
election rose to 29.17 percent; in 2008, to 42.21 
percent; and in 2010, 47.15 percent of the 

367,010 votes cast came by absentee ballot. 
 One historic vote for Montana came in the 
June 2010 primary, when 54.26 percent of all 
votes or 112,204 Montanans, voted using an    
absentee ballot. 
 The November 6 general election could be the 
first time a majority of Montanans vote absentee in 
a general election. Most absentee votes these 
days are cast by mail. 
  

mailto:info@greatplainstowers.com
http://www.nrsforu.com
http://www.nrsforu.com/plansponsor
mailto:volpem@nationwide.com


 Commissioner 
Profile 
Sue Olson 

       Musselshell County 
 
Spouse’s name and time         
together:  Single 
 
Children’s names and ages: 

Sharon 53, Charlene 52, and Susan 50. I have 4 
grandchildren and 3 great-grandchildren 
 
Occupation and years at current  occupation: 
Farmer/Rancher for 50+ years and Musselshell county 
commissioner for 17 years 
  
Professions before current occupation: Book-
keeper, supermarket checker, locomotive operator un-
derground mine, custom combiner, school bus driver, 
hunting camp cook, emergency medical technician. 
  
Education: Attended Eastern Montana College 
(MSUB) 
 
Biggest challenge you’ve ever faced: Purchasing ex
-husband’s interest in the ranch 30+ years ago and 
knowing it would be totally up to me to make it work, 
debts, decisions, repairs, mother nature. Second big-
gest challenge, defeating cancer twice. 
 
Two people, alive or not, you would like to have 
dinner with:  My father and Mike Mansfield. My father 
immigrated to this country when he was 13, started 
working in the coal mines at 14 years of age, had an 
8th grade education, read everything he could and was 
the most intelligent, common sense person I have 
known. 
 
Surprising fact about you: I have been the organist/
pianist for the congregation and choir at my church 
since I was in the 5th grade. 
 
Most adventurous thing you’ve ever done: Run for 
County Commissioner 
 
Favorite TV show: “Dancing with the Stars” and 
“House Hunters” 
 
A turning point in your life: Being single after 22 
years of marriage. 
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A book you’ve read twice (or more): “The Last Lec-
ture”  
 
The job you wanted at age 18: To be a homemaker  
(I was) 
 
Favorite movie: “Out of Africa” 
 
Person(s) who had the biggest influence on you/
your life, and why: My father, he impressed on me my 
moral values, responsibility and work ethic. My two 
older brothers, they gave me my competitive spirit. 

http://www.dorsey.com
http://www.ameresco.com
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mailto:apoole@mt.gov
http://www.businessresources.mt.gov
http://www.businessresources.mt.gov
mailto:karylt@mt.gov
mailto:bbrensdal@mt.gov
http://www.housing.mt.gov
mailto:karylt@mt.gov
http://www.businessresources.mt.gov
mailto:hkulow@mt.gov
mailto:hkulow@mt.gov
mailto:kcasillas@mt.gov
mailto:lwelsh@mt.gov
http://www.investmentmt.com/programs/instate
http://www.investmentmt.com/programs/instate
http://www.investmentmt.com/programs/intercap
http://www.comdev.mt.gov
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Just for Fun 
Montana Fun Facts 

fun-facts.com 
 

• Montana has the largest migratory elk herd in the 
nation. 

 
• The Montana Yogo Sapphire is the only North 

American gem to be included in the Crown  
 Jewels of England. 
 
• The notorious outlaw, Henry Plummer, built the first 

jail constructed in the state. 
 
• In 1888 Helena had more millionaires per capita 

than any other city in the world. 
 
• 46 out of Montana’s 56 counties are considered 

“frontier counties” with an average population of 6 
or fewer people per square mile. 

 
• At the Rocky Mountain Front Eagle Migration Area 

west of Great Falls more golden eagles have been 
seen in a single day than anywhere else in the 
country. 

 
• Montana is the only state with a triple divide       

allowing water to flow into the Pacific, Atlantic, and 
Hudson Bay. This phenomenon occurs at Triple 
Divide Peak in Glacier National Park. 

 
• The first luge run in North America was built at Lolo 

Hot Springs on Lolo Pass in 1965. 
 
• Virginia City was founded in 1863 and is consid-

ered to be the most complete original town of its 
kind in the United States. 

 
• No state has as many different species of mam-

mals as Montana 
 
• The town of Ekalaka was named for the  daughter 

of the famous Sioux chief, Sitting Bull. 
 
• The Going to the Sun Road in Glacier Park is con-

sidered one of the most scenic drives in America. 
 
• Miles City is known as the Cowboy Capitol 
 
• The most visited place in Montana is Glacier      

National Park, known as the crown jewel of the 
continent. It’s border adjoins Waterton Lakes      
National Park in Canada, forming the world’s first 
International Peace Park. 

While still high, trend looks 
better for county’s workers 

Sanders County Ledger 
 

 The employment picture for Sanders County 
may be showing signs of recovery. 
 In the latest statistics in the state’s employ-
ment picture, the county showed an increase of 
152 jobs but also an increase in the numbers for 
workers in the county (from 4054 to 4242) and 
those unemployed (up 36 to 702). 
 At the same time the statistic for unemploy-
ment, the most watched measure rose slightly 
form 16.4 to 16.5. 
 The changes may represent a correction in the 
data as January’s data was worse all the way 
around. 
 Montana’s unemployment rate has declined to 
an unadjusted rate of 7.0 percent and one of the 
lower rates in the nation. That success comes as 
a result of a booming oil and gas economy in the 
far eastern part of the state and which is slowly 
spreading on across the      northern half. 
 But the same isn’t the case for north-western 
Montana  where five of the six counties remain in 
double digit unemployment. Lincoln County again 
leads the state with 16.6 percent, Sanders is   
second and then Mineral posted a 11.3 percent 
rate, Flathead is at 10.7 and Lake County is at 
10.2. 
 Missoula County, one of the largest, posted    
a 6.9  percent rate, but still with over 4000        
individuals unemployed. 
 In far eastern Montana, Fallon County leads 
the state with 2.3 percent while Richland, in the 
heart of the oil boom, was second at 3.0 percent. 
Wibaux, Sheridan and Garfield came in third at 
3.5 percent. 
 The unemployed numbers in northwest      
Montana again exceeded one third the total in the 
state’s 56 counties. 
 The six counties tallied 11,961 which was 34 
percent of the 35,031 jobless workers in the 
state’s work force. That number is down, though, 
from previous months. 



June 13 - 2:00 PM  EST (Members Only) 
Jumpstarting Your Economy  

through the Arts  
 

 The Americans for the Arts, in their recent 
economic report state that nonprofit, artistic and 
cultural organizations generate more than $166 
billion in economic activity a year.  Arts produce 
benefits not only for arts patrons but also for the 
local governments that support them. According 
to their most recent report, the arts create over 
5.7 million jobs and provide nearly $30 billion in 
federal, state and local tax revenue a year. Join 
this webinar to learn how counties have created 
jobs and boosted revenue by supporting the 
arts. 

 

   
 
 

June 13 - 2:00 PM  EST (General Audience) 
The Changing Climate of Health Care: 
County Challenges and Opportunities 

 
 The continually changing environment of 
health care delivery and financing affects local 
delivery systems in many ways. Learn about the 
potential implications of broad health care     
system changes for counties and hear about a 
range of strategies to better coordinate commu-
nication among local providers to deliver more 
cost-effective and high-quality care. 
 
Contact: Anita Cardwell at 202-942-4267 or 
acardwell@naco.org 

 
 

NACo Webinars 
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2012 NACo Annual  
Conference and Exposition 

July 13 - 17 
 

David L. Lawrence Convention Center 
Allegheny County - Pittsburgh, PA 

 
 NACo’s 77th Annual Conference and Exposition   
provides an opportunity for all county leaders and staff 
to learn, network and guide the direction of the        
association. The Annual Conference, held each July, 
is hosted by a member county. This year, the         
conference will be held in Allegheny County, 
(Pittsburgh) Pennsylvania. The Annual Conference 
provides county officials with a great opportunity to 
vote on NACo’s policies related to federal legislation 
and regulation; elect officers; network with colleagues; 
learn about innovative county programs; find out about 
issues impacting counties 
across the country;      
and view products and       
services from participating 
companies and exhibitors. 
 

Registration is 
Now open!  

June 21 - 2:00 PM  EST (General Audience) 
Diagnosing Your Criminal Justice System: 

Identifying Approaches, Issues, and Priorities 
 

 Criminal Justice Coordinating Councils enable 
justice system stakeholders to convene to create 
system improvements. However, when does one 
know if a problem needs to be fixed? What data 
informs these decisions, and what do you do 
when stakeholders disagree?  This webinar will 
present information on how to diagnose your   
system and will include examples of how two   
different counties have employed these         
techniques to achieve results. 
 
Contact: Meghan Levine at 202-942-4279 or 
mlevine@naco.org 

 

mailto:acardwell@naco.org
mailto:mlevine@naco.org
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County jail cellblocks  
cater to military vets 

By Charlie Ban, NACo Staff Writer 
 

 Living in close quar-
ters, following commands 
to a T, and facing disci-
pline if they fall out of line - 
jail inmates and service-
men have a lot in common, 
and a few counties are 
taking an opportunity when 
those populations overlap. 
  

 By housing inmate veterans together, sheriffs in San 
Francisco and Muscogee County, GA are hoping to make 
their inmates’ stays more productive and positive. The 
practice is increasing among prisons, but few counties do 
it, owing to the short-term stays of many inmates. 
 Muscogee County debuted its 16-bed cell for         
veterans in April, after realizing that roughly 15 percent of 
the county's jail population had served in the armed 
forces. 
 “You’re always looking for ways to manage your jail 
population, and this seemed natural,” said Sheriff John 
Darr. “When you have a group of inmates that share a 
characteristic like their military service, they often have a 
lot of similar problems, and it can be easier to provide 
programming to that group when they’re all in the same 
place.” 
 Though it has only been a month, Darr said the 
changes have already paid off for many of the partici-
pants.  
 Behavioral problems are down in that section, he 
said, motivated in part by the threat of losing their       
privileges but also by returning them to an environment 
they experienced in the service. 
 “It’s like they’re in the barracks again,” he said. “The 
atmosphere has been less antagonistic among inmates 
and between them and guards, and we’re hoping it can 
be an opportunity to change their attitudes. We get a lot of  
‘yes, sir!’ and ‘no, sir!’ responding as if the guards are 
commanding officers. 
 “When they get in front of a judge when it’s time for 
their trials, they will hopefully have excellent disciplinary 
records while in jail.” 
 The environment has also already caused some of 
the veteran-inmates to open up more in group therapy, 
according to Jail Chaplain Neil Richardson. 
 “When other group participants have been through 
some of the same experiences they have, we’re finding 
that they don’t withdraw as much,” he said. “They seem to 
support each other in a way many weren’t when mixed in 
the general jail population. They’re more apt to say, ‘Yes I 

have this problem too, I need help.’” 
 In addition to the jail’s existing drug and alcohol     
addiction treatment programs, various veteran-specific 
services, such as post-traumatic stress disorder counsel-
ing, all come to the jail through existing nonprofits. Since 
no new construction was required for the cell block, the 
only costs to the program was the time involved in      
shuffling cell assignments to put the veterans together. 
 “It didn’t cost us anything, and by getting a lot of the 
veterans in one place, its easier for therapists to reach 
their patients,” Darr said. 
 I addition to inmate services, the jail also sets up 
mentors through various local veterans groups to assist 
with the post-incarceration transition. 
 San Francisco County Jail Number Five is nearing the 
end of its second year of a program called COVER - 
Community of Veterans Engaged in Restoration. 
 Inmates in the unit designed to hold 48 people have 
access to programming from the Resolve to Stop the   
Violence Project (RSVP), and Susan Fahey, the sheriff’s 
office’s public information officer, said various services 
are offered in an effort to change violent behavior that the 
men had learned during their lives. COVER programming 
also incorporates victim restoration in its treatment 
method. 
 “The ultimate goal is to reduce recidivism, but we are 
hoping to repair the damage they suffered in war,” she 
said. “They didn’t go into the service this way.” 
 Programming is a mix of mandatory services, includ-
ing RSVP training, and electives, like continuing          
education. Psychiatric services are available, but much of 
the support comes from volunteers, often retired service-
men and inspirational speakers. Musician and Vietnam 
War protester Country Joe McDonald makes regular   
visits, to the delight of many of the inmates who rue the 
conflict. 
 “The population in the unit is older,” Fahey said. “It 
takes a while for the psychological damage to surface and 
lead them to the point where they are in jail.” 
 A $125,000 federal grant has covered a lot of the  
program costs, and San Francisco County allocated 
$90,000 for COVER funding. 
 As in Muscogee County, the shared experiences 
among the veterans is central to the unit’s values. 
 “So many of them have gone down similar roads with 
drug and alcohol abuse to make up for some damage in 
their pasts,” Fahey said. “That setting leads to a certain 
closeness you don’t find with a lot of inmates. Not that 
they don’t have disagreements like anyone else, there’s a 
feeling like ‘you understand more than the average      
person what I went through.’” 
 The jail has not yet done a recidivism study to    
evaluate how effective the veterans unit has been, but 
RSVP evaluations indicated a 40 percent decrease in     
re-arrests for violent crimes during the first post-release 
year among participants who spent two months in the  
program. 

Photo courtesy of Muscogee County, GA 



19 

MACo News 

MACo News • Volume 41, Number 6 •  June 2012 

MACo endorses the NACo 
Prescription Discount  

Card Program  
 

 Montana Association of Counties now       
officially endorses the NACo Prescription      
Discount Card Program, which is one of the 
largest discount programs in the country serving 
county residents.  
 Since the NACo program began seven years 
ago, it has saved county residents nationwide 
more than $470 million. Nearly 38 million      
prescriptions have been filled through the     
program. 
 Currently, 28 of Montana’s counties partici-
pate in the NACo program. 
 The association considered many factors 
before making the endorsement. Those factors 
include the program’s past successful track re-
cord, staff and marketing support, history of 
proven savings, size of the participating phar-
macy network, legal compliance and customer 
service. 
 The new endorsement agreement includes 
funding for the association of $.40 for each pre-
scription when the NACo card gives the best 
price and does not affect the savings percent-
age to residents.   MACo will partner with NACo 
and the program administrator, CVS Caremark, 
to grow the program and get cards into the 
hands of more county residents so they can 
benefit in these tough times.  
 
 Highlights and Features of the NACo  
Prescription Discount Card Program           
include: 
 
• It’s Free—No cost to the county, no cost to 

taxpayers. 
 
• Valuable Discounts—Average savings pro-

gram-wide of 24% and savings up to 75% on 
an individual prescription. 

 

• Generates Goodwill—County officials are 
able to generate some positive media      
publicity and NACo will assist you by gener-
ating and placing press releases. 

 
• Easy Access—Residents can obtain a 

printed card or may print one conveniently 
from the web at www.nacorx.org.  

 
• Marketing Support—Card and stands 

shipped to pharmacies and multiple county 
locations, unlimited free materials, press and 
PSA assistance. NACo will work with you to 
design a campaign based on your needs. 

 
• Marketing Reimbursement Fee—New in 

2012! The NACo program offers an option 
for counties to receive a $1 per prescription 
marketing reimbursement fee when the card 
gives the best price.  Counties that do not 
want to receive the reimbursement can con-
tinue with the existing program and expect a 
2 to 2.5% increase in savings to residents. 

 
 For more information on implementing this 
great program or enhancing your current efforts, 
please go to Montana Association of Counties 
website at www.mtcounties.org or call Shantil 
Siaperas, MACo Legislative Coordinator, at   
406-449-4360. You can also access information  
directly from NACo’s website at www.naco.org, 
Select “Solutions Center” from the top of the 
screen and click on the “NACo Prescription   
Discount Card Program” icon or any link to     
the program on the page. NACo membership     
staff can also be reached toll-free at            
1-888-407-NACo(6226) and ask for 
“membership.”  

  
 

 

http://www.naco.org
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State Seeks Assistance with NECP Reporting Requirements  
By Elizabeth Wing Spooner, Special Projects Coordinator, Public Safety Services Bureau 

 
 The ability of emergency responders to effectively communicate is paramount 
to the safety and security of our Nation. After the terrorist attacks of September 11 
and Hurricane Katrina, the Department of Homeland Security (DHS), Office of 
Emergency Communications (OEC) was directed to develop a vision for emer-
gency communications in the United States. This vision is outlined in the National 
Emergency Communications Plan (NECP). 
 The Plan includes three goals to establish a baseline level of interoperable 
emergency communications during routine, day-to-day incidents and for responses 
to large-scale disasters. Goal 2 focuses on the demonstration of response-level 

emergency communications 
within one hour by all coun-
ties or communities during 
day-to-day or routine inci-
dents involving multiple juris-
dictions and agencies. The complete Plan may be 
found at this link. 

 As part of DHS/OEC assessment efforts, each state is required to submit county-level interoperability data 
related to their counties’ accomplishment of Goal #2. Each county needs to report on two types of information 
related to response-level emergency communications: capabilities and performance. The Communications 
Capability report is based on the key foundational elements of the SAFECOM Interoperability Continuum. It 
consists of seven multiple-choice questions, and only takes about 10 minutes to complete. 
 
SAFECOM Interoperability Continuum 

 The Performance Evaluation report focuses on the ability to communicate, manage resources, and make 
timely decisions during an incident, exercise or planned event. It provides an assessment of actual communi-
cations equipment and procedural performance during a multi-jurisdictional/multi-disciplinary exercise or 

Continued on page 22… 
 

“By 2011, 75 percent of all non-urban jurisdictions 
are able to demonstrate response-level emergency 
communications within one hour for routine events 

involving multiple jurisdictions and agencies." 
- National Emergency Communications Plan (NECP) Goal #2 

 

http://www.dhs.gov/xlibrary/assets/national_emergency_communications_plan.pdf
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Order  your 2012 MACo  
Directory of  

Montana  
Officials 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Go to www.mtcounties.org  to    

order & pay online 
 

OR        
Send order form & payment to: 

 
MACo 

2715 Skyway Dr. , Suite A 
 Helena, MT 59602 

Attn: Sharon 

AVAILABLE NOW 
ONLY 
$15.00 

   State Seeks Assistance with NECP  
Reporting Requirements  

By Elizabeth Wing Spooner, Special Projects Coordinator,  
Public Safety Services Bureau 

Continued from page 21… 
 

 real-world event. It may be that a local sheriff, fire 
chief or someone else who knows about a county’s 
emergency communications system and Incident 
Command System (ICS)/National Incident Manage-
ment System (NIMS) response procedures should 
fill out the questionnaire. 
 Click here for the capabilities questionnaire and 
here for the performance evaluation. Counties are 
encouraged to copy and fill out these forms as soon 
as possible and e-mail them to E. Wing Spooner at 
espooner@mt.gov. 
 These questionnaires were supposed to have 
been submitted to OEC last fall. OEC provides direct 
support to state, local, and tribal emergency re-
sponders and government officials via its Technical 
Assistance program in the form of training, tools and 
onsite assistance.  
 Montana’s access to OEC-sponsored TA has 
been in jeopardy because it has been so far behind 
in its reporting.  

Fortunately, great progress is being made. As of 
May 24, 2012, a total of 22 counties had completed 
both reports. Here is a list:   

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Montana county assistance with this reporting 
effort is most appreciated. Anyone with questions is 
encouraged to call Wing Spooner at 406-444-2491. 

NECP Communications Capabilities & 
Performance Evaluation Reporting from 
Montana Counties as of May 24, 2012 

1 Beaverhead 12 Lewis and Clark 

2 Big Horn 13 Liberty 

3 Blaine 14 Lincoln 

4 Broadwater 15 McCone 

5 Cascade 16 Park 

6 Fergus 17 Powder River 

7 Flathead 18 Prairie 

8 Garfield 19 Richland 

9 Judith Basin 20 Roosevelt 

10 Hill 21 Sheridan 

11 Lake 22 Sweet Grass 

mailto:espooner@mt.gov
http://pssb.mt.gov/content/docs/radio/NECP_Capabilities_Assessment_Guide_MT.pdf
http://pssb.mt.gov/content/docs/radio/NECP_Performance_Data_Collection_MT.xls
http://mce.mt.gov
http://www.mtcounties.org
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 You arrive at your hotel and check in at the front desk. When checking in, you give the front desk your 
credit card (for all the charges for your room). You get to your room and settle in. 
 
 Someone calls the front desk and asked for; example Room 620 (which happens to be your room). 

MACo News 
Arthur J. Gallagher  

200 S. Orange Avenue, Suite 1350 
Orlando, FL 32801 

 
(800) 524-0191, Ext. 3512 

www.ajg.com 

We are a leader in providing Risk Management solutions to Public Entity and Scholastic organizations. We 
provide: 
• First Dollar or Deductible Programs 
• Pools, Captives, or Risk Retention Groups 
Large or small, we’ll be your partner in providing Risk Management services for your Public Entity. 
Please contact Richard Terlecki or Mary Albee at (800) 524-0191 for more information. 
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5 Misconceptions about Cyber Liability and Public entities 
The number of cyber attacks and data breaches has increased significantly in  recent 
years, and public entities are not exempt. These “cyber events” include the theft or    
release of personally identifiable information such as Social Security numbers from a 
computer system, the transmission of malware from a computer to a third party or a 
“denial of service” attack that results in the inability to use computers or websites. 
 
These incidents can have a considerable financial impact on a public entity, including 
the cost of lawsuits, crisis management and notification of the affected parties. They can 
also lead to a public relations nightmare. 

 
But despite these facts, some public entities continue to believe they are not truly susceptible to a cyber event Why? 
 
Read related: “Corporate Identity Theft.” 
 
Here are some of the more common misconceptions held by public entities concerning their vulnerability: 
 

1. “Public entities are not a target for cyber attacks.”  Actually, public entities are a perfect target for cyber    
attacks considering the amount of confidential information in their possession. There is probably no other type of 
organization, other than a bank or financial institution , that stores more personally identifiable information. It’s not 
uncommon for a public entity to have an individual’s Social Security number, income statements, bank account 
numbers, driver’s license number and even credit card information. In addition, public entities typically have    
confidential personal medical and health information for all of their employees. 

 
2. “We have the latest technology and software available to protect our electronic information and           

systems.” The growing number of cyber attacks (more that 500 million records breached since 2005) at both 
large and small organizations - even those with the most sophisticated software protection - demonstrates that 
no organization can be sure they are not susceptible. One of the most common causes of privacy information 
breaches today is not hacking, but human error. When confidential information is stored outside the network  
system on laptops, smartphones or other electric storage devices, it can be compromised when the device is lost 
or stolen. 

 
3. “Even if our network is breached, we are covered under our general liability or other insurance policies.” 
 General liability insurance commonly provides coverage for “bodily injury” and “property damage.”  Property 
 damage typically means physical injury to tangible property, including the resulting loss of use of that property. 
 However, electronic data is not tangible property and is not covered. In addition, property insurance, crime      
 insurance and professional errors and omissions insurance do not typically provide coverage for cyber liability 
 and notification requirement expenses.  
            

Read related: “FBI Says Cyber Risk to Surpass Terror Risk.”                Continued on page 24…. 

http://www.ajg.com
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5 Misconceptions about Cyber   
Liability and Public entities 

By John A. Solari, Property Casualty 360° 
Continued from page 23… 

 
4. “Cyber liability notification requirements 

only apply to commercial businesses.” 
Currently, in addition to federal regulations, 
more than 45 states have enacted legislation 
to protect consumer     privacy.  These state 
and federal requirements   apply to for-profit 
and not-for-profit organizations, including 
public entities. Both state and federal agen-
cies may investigate and take action against 
any organization that is negligent in the han-
dling of confidential personal information. 

 
5. “If we had a data breach, we could handle 

the notification requirements ourselves.”  
Most public entities would have difficulty 
complying with state and federal notification 
requirements in the event of a data breach. It 
is also common for goodwill       purposes to 
provide credit monitoring services and iden-
tity theft education and assistance for the     
affected party. Most public entities would not 
have the expertise and staff to provide these 
types of additional goodwill services for the 
affected party. 

 
 So how can public entities protect them-

selves? 
  
 First, assess the exposure. Start with a com-

prehensive review of the public entity’s entire 
computer system and safeguards, with an 
internal review by a dedicated individual or 
team, or by an independent firm specializing 
in computer system security evaluation. In 
either case, every aspect of the    computer 
system should be analyzed to determine any 
weaknesses or areas of susceptibility that 
need to be addressed. 

 
 Once the evaluation is complete, all improve-

ments to secure the computer system should 
be undertaken as soon as possible. This 
may include      improvements and formaliza-
tion of internal safety procedures, as well as 

the purchase of new or   additional hardware 
and/or software to safeguard the computer 
system and integrity of the confidential infor-
mation. 

 
 Second, every public entity should consider        

purchasing crisis management/notification 
expense coverage and cyber liability cover-
age. For first-part crisis management/
notification expense coverage, the product 
and services available vary from carrier to 
carrier, but coverage for a public entity 
should include:  

 
• A computer forensic analysis to determine 

the cause and extent of the privacy breach. 
 
• A crisis management review and advice 

from an approved independent crisis  man-
agement or  legal firm. 

 
• Expenses associated with notifying        

affected parties to maintain goodwill or   
comply with any notification requirements     
imposed by law. 

 
• Call center services for credit monitoring as 

well as identity theft education and assis-
tance for  affected individuals. 

 
Third-party cyber liability coverage is typically        
provided to protect the public entity for the    
following: 
 
• Liability arising out of the unauthorized ac-

cess of confidential information from the 
public entity’s computer system or the acci-
dental release of confidential information 
from its computer system. 

 
• Liability arising out to the transmission of 

malware from the public entity’s computer 
system to a third party. 

 
 This combination of crisis management and 
cyber liability coverage can help protect a public 
entity's image and assets in the event of a cyber 
attack. 
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Emelia’s Safety Corner 
 Safety tip of the Month 

          

 MACo News 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The ABCs of AEDs 
Learn how to use them 

 
June 3 to 6 is National CPR/AED week, which 
is a great time to learn about automated         
external defibrillators (AEDs). AEDs are com-
puterized devices that can check a person’s 
heart rhythm, recognize a rhythm that requires a 
shock, and advise the rescuer when a shock is 
needed. AEDs use voice prompts, lights, and 
text messages. 
Although an untrained person can operate an 
AED, it is recommended that users complete a 
short training program. AED training includes: 
 

• Recognition of sudden cardiac arrest 
symptoms 

• How to notify emergency response 
 personnel 
• How to perform cardiopulmonary resusci-

tation (CPR) 
• How to operate an AED effectively 
• How to care for victims until emergency 

personnel arrive 
• Here are brief AED guidelines: 
• Before a shock is given, move the victim 

to a dry area, and remove any wet cloth-
ing. 

• The victim’s skin must be dry or the elec-
trode pads won’t adhere properly to the 
skin. 

• At no time should anyone touch the      
victim while the shock is being adminis-
tered. 

• After the AED delivers a shock, it will 
usually prompt the operator to continue 
CPR while the device continues to      
analyze the victim. CPR helps to circulate 
oxygen-rich blood to the brain. 
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MACo  
Annual Conference 

Great Falls 
 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
 

September 23 - 27, 2012 
 

At the Best Western Heritage 
in Great Falls 

 
Online registration for all attendees will 

be available on the MACo website  
July 2, 2012 

as well as a draft agenda 
 

When making room reservations, 
please be sure to refer to the 

 MACo room block 
 

For reservations please call: 
406-761-1900 

 
Rates are: 

$77.00 plus tax for a single 
$86.00 plus tax for a double. 
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warnings issued. 
 “It’s a process that’s 
going to take time to get 
through to the public,” 
Walsh said. 
 Commissioners ap-
proved the ordinance in 
April 2011 by a vote of 6 
to 5; it went into effect 
May 6, 2011. Anyone 
caught talking on a cell 
phone or texting while 
driving can be sited and 
fined $100. 
 

Cascade County 
 Cascade County 
commissioners unani-
mously appointed attor-
ney David Wilkins as  
interim justice of the 
peace in early May. 
 JP Kathleen Jensen 
has stepped down to  
become standing master 
for Cascade County    
District Court. Her term 
doesn’t expire until     
December 31, 2014, 
prompting the need to 
appoint an interim JP. 
 Commission Chair-
woman Jane Weber said 
Wilkins, an attorney in 
private practice, informed 
her that he wanted to 
take the evening to    
consider the offer before 
giving the county an   
answer. Wilkins informed 
the commissioners later 
in the evening that he 
was accepting the posi-
tion. 
 Wilkins has substi-
tuted as justice of the 
peace in the past, which 
was a point in his favor 
during the application 
process, commissioners 
said. 
 “So he knows the 
staff, he knows the proc-
ess,” Weber said. 
 There were seven 
qualified applicants for 
the job and four were in-

Anaconda-Deer 
Lodge County 

 Anaconda-Deer Lodge 
County’s Weed Depart-
ment is gearing up for its 
annual war on weeds with 
a new supervisor at the 
helm. Michael Stuart, 25, 
will lead the effort with a 
four-person crew. 
 “There is no eradica-
tion, but only control,” he 
said of his job during an 
interview. “It was a really 
wet spring last year, so we 
are seeing growth in places 
that haven’t had weeds in 
the past.” 
 Although Stuart grew 
up in Dillon, he spent many 
summers in and around 
Anaconda. 
 “My grandparents 
owned Stuart’s Landing at 
Georgetown Lake,” he 
said. “So I spent a lot of 
summers here.” 
 After graduating from 
Beaverhead County High 
School in 2005, Stuart 
went to the University of 
Montana - Western for   
several years before going 
to work for the weed      
department in Beaverhead 
County. 
 I grew up on a ranch 
and there’s a lot of weed 
control on a ranch,” he 
said. “So I enjoy the work.” 
 

Butte-Silver Bow 
County 

 Butte’s cell phone 
while driving ban just 
turned a year old, with 53 
citations issued since its 
inception. 
 That’s an average of 
over four citations a month. 
 Sheriff John Walsh 
said that 53 citations don’t 
appear to be many, but the 
point of the law is to 
change people’s habits. 
Walsh didn’t have a defini-
tive figure on the number of 

terviewed. 
 Wilkins will serve until 
the November election, 
which will decide who 
serves the remainder of 
Jensen’s term. 
 

Gallatin County 
 Ryan Stratman, with 
the Gallatin County  
Sheriff’s office has been 
promoted from Sergeant 
of Patrol to Lieutenant of 
Patrol. Lt. Stratman has 
been with the Sheriff’s 
office since 2003. Prior to 
working for the Sheriff’s 
office, Lt. Stratman was 
employed with the West 
Ye l lows tone Po l ice     
Department. 
 Arlyn Greydanus has 
accepted a position    
with the Gallatin County  
Sheri f f ’s  off ice as      
L ieu tenant  o f  the         
Detective Division. Prior 
to working for the   
Gallatin County Sheriff’s 
office Lt. Greydanus was          
employed with the     
Montana Division of 
Criminal Investigation for 
24 years. 
 

Granite County 
 The fleet of vehicles 
owned by the Granite 
County Sheriff’s Office is 
old. Many of the vehicles 
are worn out and in need 
of replacement. 
 “The current status of 
the fleet, we’ve probably 
got a few on their last 
legs,” said Commissioner 
Maureen Connor, “we 
have to do something.” 
We can’t just buy another 
old car.” 
 In early May, Sheriff 
S teve  Immenschuh 
brought up his concerns 
to the board of Commis-
sioners about the aging 
fleet of vehicles the     
department has to use. 

He said that in the past, the 
county has typically pur-
chased a used police vehi-
cle with the $17,000 budg-
eted for equipment re-
placement. 
 But according to Im-
menschuh, buying old vehi-
cles that are past their 
prime is not the way to 
continue. He also said that 
the current fleet is old, has 
high mileage, has resulted 
in a large number of repair 
costs and should be re-
placed. 
 

Lake County 
 The Lake County Sher-
iff’s office has been updat-
ing its portion of the state 
Sexual and Violent Of-
fender Registry. 
 In mid-May, deputies 
checked on the residences 
of more than 30 offenders 
in the county who were 
deemed noncompliant for 
various reasons. 
 The work was done in 
conjunction with the U.S. 
Marshals Service and an 
investigator with the      
special investigations unit 
of the Montana Department 
of Criminal Investigations. 
 There are 78 regis-
tered sex offenders and 88 
registered violent offenders 
living in Lake County. 
 Of those, 26 violent 
offenders and seven sex 
offenders were listed as 
noncompliant prior to the 
checks.  
 Deputies were able to 
bring into compliance four 
of the violent offenders and 
all of the sex offenders. 
 

Madison County 
 The Madison County 
Weed Board is proposing 
to add a civil penalty to the 
Madison County Weed Dis-
trict's noxious weed man-
agement program to further 
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help with landowner com-
pliance. 
 The proposal calls for 
$100 per acre penalty for 
non-compliance with the 
weed management pro-
gram, said Madison County 
Weed Coordinator Margie 
Edsall. 
 In Montana, a county 
noxious weed manage-
ment program is essentially 
a legal ordinance, but forc-
ing compliance can be diffi-
cult, Edsall said.  
 The purpose of the civil 
penalty is to give the weed 
board another tool to force 
compliance with the ordi-
nance and the fine will only 
be pursued after all other 
efforts at getting a land-
owner to comply have 
been exhausted. 
 Last year the Montana 
Legislature passed a bill 
allowing counties to estab-
lish civil penalties for non-
compliance with the nox-
ious weed laws. 
 The proposal from the 
Madison County Weed 
Board is to implement a 
fine of $100 per acre to an 
owner out of compliance 
with the ordinance. For 
instance, a landowner on a 
20-acre parcel who isn’t 
obeying the law could be 
fined $2,000. 
 Edsall and the county 
weed office will help land-
owners develop a weed 
management plan. So 
there really is no excuse 
for being out of compliance 
with the ordinance, she 
said.  
 

Missoula County 
 Upper Miller Creek 
Road will soon receive a 
much-needed facelift. 
 Greg Robertson, Mis-
soula County public works 
director, said portions of 
the road between Mocking-

was discovered . How-
ever, several items in-
cluding a large satellite 
dish, grill, tires and gas 
cylinders were located at 
the bottom of the  ravine 
off the site of the dump. 
This waste was deter-
mined to be on county 
property and was also 
removed. 
 In all,  enough solid 
waste to fill seven 30-
yard containers was   
removed in a couple of 
days. The waste had 
been accumulating for 
several decades. Barriers 
were put in place to pre-
vent future access and 
dumping. 
 “The successful clean
-up project is a good   
example of collaboration 
among county and state 
government to solve a 
long-standing problem, 
which came to our atten-
tion through a citizen 
complaint,” said Ravalli 
County Sanitarian Rod 
Daniel. 
 

Richland County 
 O f f i c i a l s  f r o m 
ONEOK Partners pro-
vided an update of the 
crude-oil pipeline to Rich-
land County officials.  
 The pipeline will con-
sist of 1,300 miles and                        

            

transport light-sweet crude 
oil from the Williston Basin 
to the Cushing, Okla., 
crude oil market hub. 
 Steve Johnson, direc-
tor of government relations 
for ONEOK, said 20 of 
those miles will be in Rich-
land County. 
 The project’s pump 
stations in Montana are 
scheduled to be located in 
Carter and Fallon Coun-
ties. 
 Butch Renders, direc-
tor of disaster and emer-
gency services, and Rich-
land County Commissioner 
Shane Gorder each asked 
about training in case of a 
disaster. 
 Johnson said training 
will be available. “We want 
to be very much involved in 
the community and helpful 
in that way.” 
 According to a press 
release, the proposed pipe-
line route is expected to 
parallel more that 80 per-
cent of the partnership’s 
existing and planned natu-
ral gas liquids pipelines. It 
will be designed, con-
structed and operated us-
ing proven technology, 
pipeline control systems 
and continuous safety 
monitoring. 

bird Lane and Linda Vista 
Boulevard will be closed 
for construction beginning 
June 11. The project is 
scheduled to finish Aug. 
26, to avoid interfering 
with school traffic in the 
fall. 
 “The road is a pretty 
busy roadway, and it 
does get quite a bit of bus 
traffic on it,” he said. 
 The county has hired 
Missoula contractor L.S. 
Jensen to tear up the 
road to install curb, gut-
ters, a sidewalk along the 
east side, bike lanes and 
an underground storm 
water collection system. 
 Residents will be able 
to use Gharrett Street, 
Linda Vista Boulevard or 
Lower Miller Creek Road 
to bypass the area. 
 Construction will take 
place from 7 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Monday through 
Thursday - unless work-
ers fall behind schedule, 
Robertson said. 
 Although Robertson 
hopes to finish construc-
tion by the end of August, 
he said several minor 
adjustments that should 
not interfere with traffic 
will occur after that date. 
 

Ravalli County 
 The Ravalli County 
Road Department, with 
support from Montana 
DEQ, Ravalli County En-
vironmental Health and 
County Attorney’s Office, 
recently cleaned up the 
dump site on county land 
near Snyder Lane, adja-
cent to the Big Ditch. 
 According to a report 
filed by Larry Alheim of 
DEQ, some test holes 
were dug to determine if 
any trash had been bur-
ied at the site. No evi-
dence of burial of waste 
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MACo Calendar of Events 
(Please see the MACo website for  

more detailed information at www.mtcounties.org) 
 
June 
12 - 15 MSPOA Conference - Great Falls, Holiday Inn 
14  JPA/JPIA Board of Trustees Meeting - MACo 

 Conference Room 
15  JPA/JPIA Defense Counsel Meeting - MACo 

 Conference Room 
14 - 16 2012 Montana Fire Alliance - Butte 
26     MACo HCT Board of Trustees Meeting - MACo 

    Conference Room 
27  MACo Board of Directors Meeting - MACo 
 Conference Room 
27 Joint MACo, HCT, JPA/JPIA Budget Adoption 
 Meeting - MACo Conference Room 
26 - 28 2012 Montana Housing Partnership Conference - 
 Billings Crowne Plaza 
28 MACo Natural Resource/Public Lands Litigation 

Fund Committee -  MACo Conference Room 
 
July 
13 - 17    NACo Annual Conference - Pittsburgh, PA 

MT Legislative Calendar of Events 
(Please see the Montana Legislature website for  

times & locations at www.mt.gov) 
 

June 
5  Primary Election 
11 - 12 Legislative Finance Committee 
12 Joint LFC/SAVA on Pension Funding 
11 - 12 Economic Affairs Committee 
12 Economic Affairs Committee - Subcommittee   
11 - 12 State Administration & Veterans Affairs 
 Committee 
18 Education & Local Government Committee 
19 - 21 Water Policy Interim Committee  
21 - 22 Law & Justice Interim Committee 
25 Children, Families, Health and Human Ser vices 

Interim Committee  
 
July 
12 - 13 Water Policy Interim Committee  
16 - 17 Energy & Telecommunications Interim  
 Committee (Billings) 
19 - 20 Revenue & Transportation Interim Committee 
 
August 
20 - 21 Children, Families, Health and Human Ser vices 

Interim Committee  
13 Districting & Apportionment 
28 Economic Affairs Committee 
31 Law & Justice Interim Committee 

http://www.mtcounties.org
http://www.mt.gov
mailto:JO0013@att.com
http://www.investmentmt.com
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
President 
Connie Eissinger, McCone County 
1st Vice President 
Greg Chilcott, Ravalli County 
2nd Vice President 
Joe Briggs, Cascade County 
Fiscal Officer 
Cynthia Johnson, Pondera County 
Urban Representative 
Andy Hunthausen, Lewis & Clark County 
Immediate Past President 
John Ostlund, Yellowstone County 
 

PAST PRESIDENTS 
Carl Seilstad, Fergus County 
Mike McGinley, Beaverhead County 
John Prinkki, Carbon County 
Bill Kennedy, Yellowstone County 
Carol Brooker, Sanders County 
Vic Miller, Blaine County 
 

DISTRICT CHAIRS 
1.   Richard Dunbar, Phillips County 
2.   Douglas Buxbaum, Dawson County 
3.   Donald Reiger, Fallon County 
4.   Russ Tempel, Liberty County 
5.   Ben Ober, Toole County 
6.   Ken Ronish, Fergus County 
7.   Maureen Davey, Stillwater County 
8.   Gail Vennes, Broadwater County 
9.   Randy Taylor, Park County                                        
10. Bill Barron, Lake County 
11. Jean Curtiss, Missoula County 
12. Tom Rice, Beaverhead County 

 
ASSOCIATION BOARD MEMBERS 

Leo Gallagher, Lewis & Clark Co. Attorney 
Blanche McLure, Granite County  
Clerk & Recorder     
Marilyn Craft, Jefferson County 
District Court Clerk 
Steve Immenschuh, Granite County                                               
Coroner 
Gary Olsen, Broadwater County 
Justice of the Peace 
Diane Inbody, Teton County School Supt.  
Chris Hoffman, Ravalli County Sheriff’ 
Jane Swanson-Webb, Carbon County  
Treasurer 

MACo STAFF 
 

Harold Blattie, Executive Director 
Sheryl Wood, Associate Director 
Tom Swindle, Finance Officer 
Karen Houston, Meeting Planner 
Sara McGowan, Accounting Technician 
Shantil Siaperas, Legislative Coordinator 
Sharon Wilson, Administrative  Assistant 
Greg Jackson, JPIA/JPA Trust Admin. 
Emelia McEwen, Sr. Loss Control  
Specialist 
Shannon Shanholtzer, JPIA/JPA Member 
Services Rep. 
Jack Holstrom, Personnel Svcs. Admin. 
Mike Sehestedt, Chief Legal Counsel 
Maureen Lennon, Assoc. Legal Counsel 
Greg Bonilla, Assoc. Legal Counsel 
Carol Knight, Legal Assistant 
Kimberly Potter, Legal Assistant 
Keith Stapley, Claims Administrator 
Dennis Jupka, Senior Claims Specialist 
Wendy Sesselman, WC Claims  
Supervisor 
Bonnie Knopf, Claims Data Specialist 
Christine Holling, Senior Claims Rep. 
Liz Krzan, Claims Rep. 
Jan Denke, Claims Support Specialist 
Alyce Bailey, HCT Program Coordinator 
Pam Walling, HCT Marketing Coordinator 
Traci Thatcher, HCT Marketing  
Coordinator 
Laurie Goltry, HCT Member Services 
Rep. 
Tom Beneventi, Custodian/Maintenance  

ASSOCIATE 
MEMBERS 

 
Diamond Member 
Arthur Gallagher Risk 

Mgmt. Services 

MT Dept. of 
Commerce 

 

Gold Member 
AT&T 

 

Silver Members 
Ameresco, Inc. 

Johnson Controls, 
Inc. 

 
 

Bronze Members 
Dorsey & Whitney 
MT Correctional 

Enterprises 
Gaelectric, LLC 

Great Plains Towers 
McKinstry 

Morrison-Maierle Inc. 
  
 
 

Copper Member 
 MDU Resources 
WGM Group, Inc. 

Pacific Technology 
Alliance 

Anderson ZurMuehlen  
& Company P.C. 

 
 

AFFILIATE 
MEMBER 

MT County Road 
Supervisors (MACRS) 

 
Thank you! 

 
For information on how 
to become an Associate 

Member, visit our 
website at 

www.mtcounties.org 
 or call  

(406)449-4360 

 

The 2012 Directory of 
Montana County 

Officials is  
available now! 

Order your copy 
 today! 

Go to www.mtcounties.org 
Just $15.00!   

MACo NEWS 
Ph: 449-4360 Fax: 442-5238 

maco@mtcounties.org 

Become a MACo  
Associate Member 
A Partnership with  
Montana Counties 

 
Please visit our website: www.mtcounties.org 

for more information and to  
download the application. 

THANK YOU TO ALL OF OUR 
ADVERTISERS 

http://www.mtcounties.org
http://www.mtcounties.org
mailto:maco@mtcounties.org

