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As many of you know my beautiful bride Vickie and I are
blessed with seven children and seven GRANDchildren (with
number eight due to arrive around New Year’s Day!). Jody &
Kesley live in Stevensville, Trinity lives in Orem, UT, Kira lives
in Great Falls, Mindy lives in Lolo and Mitch & John live in
Missoula. Vickie works with our oldest daughter Jody in a
hair salon in Stevensville.
It has been my honor to serve with great people on the Executive Committee since 2005. In that time I have learned that
we are all VERY fortunate to be a part of the MACo team.
Our staff is incredibly dedicated, knowledgeable, professional and are invaluable
resources.
I am very fortunate to work with a team of incredibly supportive commissioners and staff in
Ravalli County. They will all be carrying additional workloads while I do my best to represent the interests of MACo.
I have learned the more engaged we commissioners are in the organization, the more our
counties benefit, and the more we benefit both professionally and personally. As an
organization, MACo is strong and highly respected, not only in the halls of the capitol but
nationally as well. We can only continue the tradition over the next year by working
together.
We must ALL make time to be engaged in the legislative session starting in January. It is
time to get our spurs on and our best steeds saddled! As we are all aware, we have a
federal government with a mounting and unprecedented debt load. We must be prepared
for the financial domino effect on our State and Counties. It is imperative for County Commissioners to participate in finding solutions for the pension fund deficit, subdivision for
lease or rent, exempt wells, volunteer firefighter/EMT workers comp insurance, mitigating
the impacts of the Bakken on local governments and healthcare reform implementation.
Last week we developed an ambitious legislative platform that will require a true team
effort to implement successfully.
I would like to congratulate Dave Schulz and Mike McGinley for their election to 2nd Vice
President and Fiscal Officer respectively and welcome them to the Executive Committee. I
would like to thank John Ostlund for his outstanding service as Past President. I really
look forward to continuing to work with Connie Eissinger, Immediate Past President, Joe
Briggs, 1st Vice President, Andy Hunthausen, Urban Representative and all of the Commissioners serving as District Chairs.
In the end we must be prepared for the potentially adverse atmosphere that may arise
from dealing with tighter budgets. In the coming year we must challenge ALL of our Commissioners to become fully engaged in our mission. When we work together we are much
stronger.
Thank you for the incredible honor of allowing me to serve as your president. I look forward to working with all of you.
Respectfully yours,

MACo News
Seen at the conference...
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2012 - 2013
MACo Executive Committee

From left to right: Andy Hunthausen, Urban Representative, Mike McGinley, Fiscal Officer,
Connie Eissinger, Immediate Past President, Greg Chilcott, President, Joe Briggs, 1st Vice
President, Dave Schulz, 2nd Vice President

Senator Jon Tester visits the
MACo General Session
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MACo thanks its associate members, sponsors & exhibitors
for making our 103rd Annual Conference a huge success
ASSOCIATE MEMBERS

EXHIBITORS

Diamond Level
Montana Department of Commerce, Helena
Arthur J. Gallagher Risk Management Services, Inc.,
Orlando, FL
Silver Level
NorthWestern Energy, Helena
Nationwide Retirement Solutions, Boise, ID
Ameresco, Inc., Helena
Johnson Controls, Inc.
Bronze Level
Morrison-Maierle, Inc., Helena
Dorsey & Whitney, LLP, Missoula
Montana Correctional Enterprises
Great Plains Towers, Inc.
DJ & A, P.C.
WGM Group
Copper Level
MDU Resources, Billings
Pacific Technology Alliance
Anderson ZurMuehlen & Company, P.C.

Correctional Risk Services, Brentwood, TN
Montana Correctional Enterprises, Helena
MT Assoc. of Counties Health Care Trust, Helena
MT Assoc. of Counties JPIA Insurance Trust, Helena
Robert Peccia & Associates, Helena
Great West Engineering, Helena
MT Assoc. of Counties JPA Insurance Trust, Helena
Nationwide Retirement Solutions
Black Mountain Software, Polson
Water & Environmental Technologies, Butte
Morrison-Maierle, Inc., Helena
DIS Technologies, Billings
Joint Powers Trust, Lewistown
RDO Equipment Company, Billings
Tractor & Equipment Company, Billings
Montana Department of Commerce, Helena
Capital I Industries, Inc., Tisdale, Canada
Tri-State Truck & Equipment, Inc., Billings
TransCanada, Calgary, Canada
Election Systems & Software, Omaha, NE
Computer Software Associates/
Tyler Technologies, Inc., Billings
Schlenker & McKittrick Architects, P.C., Helena
TrueNorth Steel, Fargo, ND
Montana DNRC - Floodplain, Helena
Interstate Engineering, Billings
Eco-Asset Management, LLC, Helena
United Micro Data, Inc., Idaho Falls, ID
JGA Architects, Billings
Hoven Equipment, Great Falls
Thomas, Dean & Hoskins, Inc., Great Falls
Stahly Engineering & Associates, Helena
Ameresco, Inc., Helena
Allegiance Benefit Plan-Management, Inc., Missoula
ArcaSearch, Paynesville, MN
Montana Public Employee Retirement
Administration, Helena
Great Plains Towers, Inc., Billings
Montana Wilderness Association, Helena
Montana State Library, Helena
Team Laboratory, Detroit Lakes, MN
DJ&A, P.C., Missoula
Stelling Engineers, Inc., Great Falls
Bulldogger Services, Inc., Parkman, WY
Cornell Fertilizer, Dillon
PubWorks, Snowmass Village, CO
Johnson Controls, Littleton, CO
NorMont Equipment, Black Eagle
Montana Board of Investments, Helena
Montana Department of Environmental Quality, Helena

EVENT SPONSORS
Brentwood Services, Inc., Brentwood, TN
D.A. Davidson & Company, Great Falls
Montana Joint Council of Extension Professionals
Allegiance Benefit Plan Management, Inc., Missoula
Allied Waste Services, Missoula
Montana Board of Investments, Helena
Black Mountain Software, Polson
Nationwide Retirement Solutions
Robert Peccia & Associates, Helena
Raymond James Financial Services, Helena
Stahly Engineering & Associates, Helena
Correctional Risk Services, Brentwood, TN
Great West Engineering, Helena
MACo Health Care Trust, Helena
Morrison-Maierle, Inc., Helena
Tri-State Trucking, Billings
Erwin Insurance Agency, Great Falls
Wells Fargo Bank, N.A., Great Falls
American Family Life Assurance Company of Columbus
Standard Insurance Company
Ameresco, Inc.
Hilton Garden Inn Kalispell Convention Center
QCI Asset Management
Kalispell Convention & Visitors Bureau
RDO Equipment Company, Billings
Pepsi-Cola Bottling Company, Great Falls
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You arrive at your hotel and check in at the front desk. When checking in, you give the front desk your
credit card (for all the charges for your room). You get to your room and settle in.

MACo News

Someone calls the front desk and asked for; example Room 620 (which happens to be your room).

Arthur J. Gallagher
200 S. Orange Avenue, Suite
1350 Orlando, FL 32801
(800) 524-0191, Ext. 3512
www.ajg.com

The importance of reporting what you want insured!!
Dear Commissioners and Montana Agents,
Because of a recent loss where the insurance company was questioning if there was coverage or not, I am
writing this article to get everyone’s attention.
On your property insurance policy, mainly all the insurance company asks you for once per year is an
updated list including the value of all buildings, contents, vehicles, and mobile or sometimes called contractor’s equipment.
Once a loss occurs the absolute first place a claims adjuster goes to is your Statement of Values (SOV). If
they do not see a building, truck, trailer, road grader, or whatever was lost or damaged then their job is very
easy, there is no coverage. Please understand their mentality, if you did not list it you must not have wanted it
insured. The next place they go is to their policy to make sure that it was covered property and the loss or
damage was caused by an insured peril. We have just amended the policy so that we should not run into this
problem again as long as you purchased a vehicle or mobile equipment since the last annual reporting.
The worst thing that can ever happen to me is for you to have a loss that is not covered.
One last time, “IF YOU WANT SOMETHING COVERED PLEASE MAKE SURE IT IS REPORTED
ANNUALLY TO MACo WHEN THEY ASK YOU TO UPDATE YOUR STATEMENT OF VALUES.”
If you have any questions please feel free to contact me at the number shown below.
Sincerely,
Richard M. Terlecki, CPCU, ARM, Are
Area Senior Vice President
Arthur J. Gallagher & Company
200 S. Orange Ave., Suite 1350
Orlando, FL 32801
407-563-3512 (Direct) / 407-370-3057 (Fax)
We are a leader in providing Risk Management solutions to Public Entity and Scholastic organizations. We provide:

•
•

First Dollar or Deductible Programs
Pools, Captives, or Risk Retention Groups

Large or small, we’ll be your partner in providing Risk Management services for your Public Entity.
Please contact Richard Terlecki or Mary Albee at (800) 524-0191 for more information.
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Emelia’s Safety Corner
Safety tip of the Month
Office Safety Practice
Office safety is very essential in the counties. Not
only is it essential but it is also very important to be
aware of several safety rules and regulations as this
could hinder the smooth functioning of your office
due to legal issues. This article does not focus on
the legislation regarding workplace safety, but on
providing several tips for ensuring that you and your
employees have a safe working environment.
Safety in the Workplace
Safety in workplace involves making arrangements
so as to avoid accidents. At the same time, it also
involves being alert to certain hazards and having
knowledge about the measures used to overcome
them. For e.g., it is essential to make arrangements
to avoid fire; and at the same time, people should be
aware of the measures taken to escape in case of
fire.
The best course of action is to plan ahead for all
kinds of emergencies. Think fire, think electric shock
- absolutely anything and everything that you can
think about. Make a list of all these emergencies.
Based on this list, make another list of things you
need to have at your workplace to ensure the safety
of your employees. And then install these things. It
also makes sense to look at the local regulations
concerning office safety. These may not be comprehensive, but may provide you with enough guidelines to work on.
Office Safety Tips
The safety measures at office need to be undertaken by the administrative staff; as well as employees,
up to some extent. Here are a few safety tips for the
office
or
for
the
workplace:
Office Safety
• Keep your working area neat and clean. Piles of
papers and stacks of files combined with a tangle of wires are a disaster waiting to happen, on
several fronts. A clean work space will also ena6

ble you to identify a problem and tackle it faster and more effectively.
• Ensure that all your doors and windows have
security locks. In order to avoid slipping injury,
it is essential to have the floors moped clean
and dry. Secondly, walkways and stairways
should have a good lighting.
• Employees should make sure that their computer and keyboard are kept at proper position
to avoid eye and wrist problems respectively.
Similarly, sharp objects like scissors, blades,
paper cutter, stapler pins, etc. should be kept
away and at safe places.
Electrical / Fire Safety
• Install fire alarms. Practice fire drills with your
employees. During the practice sessions, ensure that all the employees follow the rules
(such as getting low on the floor, closing doors
and windows to contain the fire, etc.). Mark all
the exits with proper signs so that employees
know where to go to in case such an emergency occurs. Never lock these exits.
• It is a wise idea to install fire proof furniture in
the office.
• Ensure that all the workstations, machines, etc.
are installed properly. While installing such
electric equipment and appliances, ensure that
the wiring and switchboards are grounded
properly so as to prevent electric shocks.
• It is recommended to keep all the wires and
cords off the floor so as to prevent injuries
caused due to tripping.
• Water and electricity should never be very
close to each other. Also note that the electric
plugs at cubicles should be away from places
where water or coffee spills are most likely to
occur.
Apart from fire and electrical accidents, it is also
essential to take earthquake into consideration.
Firstly, it is wise to have all the cabinets and desks
firmly secured to the wall or the floor to avoid
much damage during an earthquake. With these
safety tips for the workplace you can be sure to
avoid most common accidents and emergencies
of electric shocks and fire.
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Equipment Tip Overs
Let’s Be Safe
MT LTAP Newsletter

The recent Equipment Tip Overs training session at the
annual Snow Rodeo Equipment Training event in September was one of the priority requests on MT LTAP’s
Need Assessment Survey.
“By providing this particular training, we are hoping to
reach those who can apply practical methods for keeping their equipment safe, themselves safe, and the traveling public safe,” explained MT LTAP Director Steve
Jenkins.
From seventy-four participants at this training session,
following were ways they experienced equipment tip
overs:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Driving too fast
Hitting a stock pile and tipping over
Motorgrader being hit by an errant vehicle
Overhead clearance problems (including wires)
Bridge failure
Soft shoulders giving way and rolling over
Unstable load
Loss of traction
Winter work problems (visual constraints)
Unfamiliar with route that is now covered by snow
Plowing snow and icy shoulder grabbed blade and
caused plow to be pulled off shoulder

Here is a list of possible solutions discussed:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
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Keep appropriate speed for situation
Focus - Keep attention on job at hand (No CELL
PHONES)
Focus - Be aware of traffic in your area of work
Focus - Know work are, scout ahead for overhead
wires, etc.
If in doubt of bridge capacity, ASK!
Ask others working in same location road shoulder
conditions
Park on even level surface (material can stick in top
of box and even a slight incline can cause tip over)
Check Tires and Air Pressure DAILY
Drive the route before the snow flies to be aware of
new obstacles and get familiar with any issues
Know your limitations
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Wilfred “Fritz”
Thibodeau
1913 - 2012
Missoula County
Commissioner
Wilfred “Fritz” Thibodeau,
98, passed away Tuesday,
Sept. 25, 2012, at St. Patrick
Hospital of natural causes.
Fritz was born to Paul
and Flavie Thibodeau in Blairmore, Alberta, the ninth of 10
children. He attended elementary school in Blairmore
until the family moved to Milltown. He attended Missoula
County High School and graduated in 1932.
In 1936, he married Edith May Chess in Missoula.
They lived in Pine Grove and raised three daughters, Janet, Judy and Joanne.
He joined the civilian Conservation Corps at Fort Missoula. When he was discharged from the CCC, he was
hired by the Army as a civilian employee and assigned to
the CCC at Fort Missoula. When the CCC were disbanded, he transferred to the Armed Services Market in San
Francisco.
After leaving the market, Fritz and his family returned
to their home in Pine Grove. He then went to work for the
Anaconda Co. in Bonner and was assigned to the warehouse. He later became the purchasing agent for what
was then known as Anaconda Forest Products. In 1974,
he ran successfully for the position of Missoula County
Commissioner and served a six-year term and then decided to enjoy retirement.
Fritz served on the Bonner School Board for 16
years, followed by an eight-year term on the Missoula
County High School Board. He also served on the Western Montana Regional Community Mental Health Center
Board, St. Mary’s Cemetery Board, Clark Fork Riverside
Board and the board of the Resurrection Cemetery Association for the Diocese of Helena. He treasured the many
years her served as bookkeeper and sacristan for St.
Ann’s Parish in Bonner.
He enjoyed all sports. In the late ‘20s and early’30s,
he was a member of a hockey team that had six
Thibodeaus on its roster, including his three brothers and
two cousins. In the early years of their marriage, Fritz and
his wife, Edith, followed the Bonner Lumberjacks baseball
team and for the past few years they enjoyed Little
League and American Legion teams around the area.
They also liked grade school, high school and Grizzly
games.
He was preceded in death by his wife of 57 years,
Edith; and a granddaughter, Tray Maddux, who lost her
life in the Whitefish bus accident on Marias Pass.

NACo Agriculture and Rural
Affairs Committee Report
By Kathy Bessette, Hill County Commissioner
The Agriculture Subcommittee chaired by Larry
White from Excambia County, Alabama, met Saturday,
July 14th at 8:30 a.m. at the Allegheny County Convention
Center in Pittsburgh, Pa.
Commissioner Don Larson, South Dakota, led a discussion regarding the ongoing dialogue between Extension and county government. He attended a meeting
where representatives of Extension and NACo met to
discuss how these organizations might best work together. Outcomes of that dialogue were:
• Successful partnerships between Extension and
counties are built on relationships where people know
and trust each other and where communication and
interaction is two-way.
• “One size does” not fit all so collaboration efforts
must be aware of the uniqueness of each county and
state.
• There must be reliable and up-to-date information/
data to support successful outcomes.
• Define the value that Extension provides and the return on investment for counties from the educational
programs and services.
• Both entities should focus on the future, taking into
consideration the changing needs, reduction of federal support, economic pressures and more.
Douglas Steele from Montana State University served
on this committee. In many states, including Montana,
Extension provides professional development opportunities for elected and appointed county officials.
Resolutions and proposed platform changes for all subcommittees will be discussed and voted on at the Steering Committee meeting.
The Rural Development Subcommittee, chaired by
Thomas Bardwell, Tuscola County, Michigan, met immediately following the Ag subcommittee.
The speaker was Jonathan Adelstein, Administrator
for USDA’s Rural Utilities Service. Mr. Adelstein began
his career by working for Senator Harry Reid and former
governor of Iowa, Tom Vilsak, now serving as Secretary
of Agriculture. Adelstein stated there will be a large cut in
Rural Development funding and he has concerns that
local government will encounter difficulties funding infrastructure. Rural Development has been a strong supporter of local government infrastructure – water and sewer
projects, rural water systems and many other projects.
The Food Safety Subcommittee, chaired by Duane
Patrick, McPherson County, Kansas, met at 11:00 a.m.,
following the Rural Development Subcommittee.
Continued on Page 16...
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Order your 2012 MACo
Directory of
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HALF PRICE
NOW ONLY
$7.50
Go to www.mtcounties.org to order
& pay online
OR
Send order form & payment to:
MACo
2715 Skyway Dr. , Suite A
Helena, MT 59602

10

MACo News • Volume 41, Number 10 • October 2012

Health Care Trust News
2012 Treasurers Convention
Pam and Traci would like to thank the Treasurers
for letting us be a part of their Annual Convention.
We enjoyed meeting the Treasurers and other
county staff from around the state - what wonderful
people! Thank you for taking time during the vendor
breaks to visit us at the MACo Health Care Trust
booth.
The job of a county Treasurer is no small task, and
we commend you all, on your hard work of collecting county monies and paying the money out on the
orders made by the board of county commissioners!
Thank you and great job!

Montana Cancer Control
Programs (MCCP)
In accordance with the September newsletter, the
MACo Health Care Trust did partner with MCCP
and coordinated a fall postcard distribution to our
members between ages 50-65 as a reminder to
schedule colorectal cancer screenings. This postcard mailing will not only serve as a reminder, but
will also evaluate the effectiveness of the MCCP
campaign.
If you receive the postcard, please do take the time
to schedule an appointment to see your provider.
If you are contacted by telephone, please provide
feedback. Thank you in advance!

As we begin seeing the days getting shorter and the hint of a change of season, it provides a powerful example of the passage of time and the importance of taking care of our health.
Although often times we are not thinking about our cancer risk, one of the best ways to reduce cancer deaths
is through routine cancer screening.
Colorectal cancer is the fourth most common cancer diagnosed in Montana, accounting for 11% of incidence
cancers, after prostate (19%), breast (16%) and lung (15%). Approximately 500 Montanans are diagnosed
with colorectal cancer each year, causing approximately 180 deaths each year.
Early detection and routine screening save lives. Colorectal cancer screening can detect cancer or precancerous polyps before symptoms are present. Additionally, screening and early detection can reduce the
mortality rate from colorectal cancer by as much as 60%.
The Montana Department of Public Health and Human Services (DPHHS) recommend that all adults
between age 50 and 75 years should participate in some form of screening. Several tests are available
to screen for colorectal cancer and are a covered preventive benefit under your MACo health insurance
policy.
Some tests are used alone; others are used in combination with each other. People should consult with their
physician on which test or tests are the most appropriate. Based upon the US Preventive Services Task
Force (USPSTF), DPHHS recommends these screening tests:
Type of Test

How Often?

High sensitivity fecal occult blood test (FOBT)

Once a year

Flexible sigmoidoscopy
combined with FOBT
Colonoscopy

Every 5 Years
Every 3 years
Every 10 years
Continued on page 12...
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Health Care Trust News
Montana Cancer Control Programs (MCCP)
Continued from page 11...

In 2010, 57% of Montana adults aged 50 to 75 years reported being up-to-date with colorectal cancer screening. The
leading reason for not ever having a sigmoidoscopy or colonoscopy was “I did not think I needed it”. These adults cited
reasons such as they are too young, too old, or they feel healthy. Many respondents also cited reasons pertaining to
cost or that their health care provider did not recommend the screening test.

Your insurance benefits through MACo include a diagnostic colonoscopy performed once every 10 benefit periods with the first $1500 of charges covered for individuals 50 years and older. We encourage you to utilize this
important benefit and take charge of your health. Any screening is better than no screening. Call your physician and
schedule your screening today!
Montana Department of Public Health & Human Services Cancer Control
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MACo News
Commissioner
Profile
Lesley Robinson
Phillips County:
Spouses name and time together: Jim Robinson,
married 27 years
Children’s name and ages: Kirsty, 24 years old
and married to John Stewart
Occupation and years at current occupation:
County Commissioner since 2005, rancher, lifetime.
Profession before current occupation: Office
manager and ad salesman at the Phillips County
News in Malta.
Education: Malta High School
Biggest challenge you’ve ever faced: Testifying at
the House Natural Resources Committee in 2011 at
DC. My flight was canceled. They found me another
flight. When we were ready to board on the second
flight, we changed gates at the last minute. I made it
to DC Dulles airport instead of Regan about midnight. I found a taxi for the 45 minute ride to my
hotel. I did have a hotel room, which was good considering how the day was going, First thing in the
morning I went to the capital to prepare for my testimony. I got a call right before I got there. I sat my
phone on my lap and paid the taxi driver. I forgot I
sat my phone on my lap and stepped out of the taxi.
I didn’t realize I lost my phone until I went through
security. I went to Congressman Rehberg’s office
and call Verizon to cancel my phone considering it
had all my life’s information on it. All my information
of where I was supposed to go to testify was on an
email on my phone. The good news is that a staffer
for a Congressman from California saw me lose my
phone, and tried to catch me but he was on crutches. He called the last number I had called, which
was someone in DC before Verizon shut off my
phone. My nerves never really got to me while testifying because it was simple after what I had already
been through. My phone was returned to me right
after I was finished testifying.
14

Two people, alive or not, you would like to have
dinner with: Both my parents have passed away so
they would be my first pick. My second would be
Abraham Lincoln. I have toured where he was born,
where he lived before becoming president and
where he died.
Surprising fact about you: When I was in third
grade my parents built a new house. My mom gave
me the Sear’s catalog and told me to pick out anything I wanted for my room. I chose a bedspread
that was a giant American flag. My carpet was red,
wall where white and the curtains were blue. Who
would have guessed when I was nine that my future
was in politics. Someone asked me if I had a sign in
my room that said “Vote for Lesley.”
Most adventurous thing you've ever done: Refer
to biggest challenge question.
Favorite TV show: Diner, Drive Inns and Dives
A turning point in your life: When I was thirty I
was elected to the Montana Stockgrowers Association board of directors. Things have spiraled since
then. It led to serving on several different boards.
A book you have read twice (or more): None. I
don’t read a lot of books.
The job you wanted at age 18: At age 18 I worked
at an insurance agency and acquired my health insurance agent's license soon after.
Favorite movie: “Miss Congeniality”
Person(s) who had the biggest influence on you/
your life, and why: My mom, Barb Hould. She was
supportive in whatever I did. Before she passed
away I talked to her about running for commissioner
and she was very supportive and thought that I
would make a good commissioner. It helped me
make my decision a couple of years later.
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NACo Agriculture and Rural
Affairs Committee Report
By Kathy Bessette, Hill County Commissioner
Continued from page 9...

The speaker was Dr. Michael Kornreich, AreaVeterinarian-in-Charge (AVIC), Animal and Plant
Health Inspection Service (APHIS). The mission of
APHIS is: To protect and improve the health, quality,
and marketability of U.S. animals, animal products,
and veterinary biologics.
The National Center for Import and Export staff is
located in Riverdale, Md. and is responsible for regulations/policies. The staff also issues import permits.
Local support is in charge of issuing health certificates, export certificates and import inspections.
Trade Accomplishments:
• In 2011 a surge in demand for cattle to Russia,
Turkey and Kazakhstan.
• There are 7 temporary export facilities which reduce the distance animals have to be transported
prior to export.
• $5.4 billion worth of beef and beef products were
exported from the US last year.
NACo Agriculture and Rural Affairs Steering
Committee
Commissioner Don Larson, Brookings County,
South Dakota called the meeting to order at 1:30
p.m.
Commissioner Erick Coolidge, Tioga County, Pennsylvania sang the National Anthem following the
Pledge of Allegiance, led by Police Juror Richard
Billings, Rapids Parish, Louisiana.
Colleen Landkamer, USDA State Director for Rural Development in Minnesota gave an update on all
the services provided by the agency.
Leo Bowman, Transportation Committee Chairman
and Bob Fogel, NACo staff person, presented their
plans to keep the Captive Shipper issue as well as
any other pertinent railroad issues alive. Anyone
who is interested in working on these issues should
give their name to NACo staff.
The committee discussed and approved the following resolutions:
• Opposing cuts to USDA Rural Development Programs in 2013;
• Supporting Reauthorization of the 2012 Farm Bill
and Priority for Rural Development Programs;
• In Support of the Local Farms, Food, and Jobs
Act;
• Supporting Department of Defense Matching
16

Funds for Conservation Easement Program;
Supporting the White House Rural Council;
Supporting the Regional Innovation Initiative;
Opposing More Stringent Regulation of Particulate
Matter.
A proposed resolution Opposing Implementation of
United Nations Agenda 21 was defeated by the committee. This resolution was sponsored by Kelly Emerson, Washington.
The committee passed the following resolutions
from other committees:
• Pesticide Use – sponsored by Robert Cope, Idaho
(EELU Committee).
• Carbon Cap and Trade and a Carbon Tax – sponsored by John Prinkki, Montana (EELU Committee).
• Support for the Healthy Food Financing Initiative –
sponsored by Patrick Duterte, California (Health
Committee).

•
•
•

I am a member of the Rural Action Caucus and
attended the Steering Committee meeting and breakfast. This committee deals with any and all rural issues the committee wishes to examine. An update on
USDA programs and the Farm Bill was given by the
Honorable Tom Vilsak, Secretary of Ag. Secretary
Vilsak has been holding conference calls with leadership of the Ag and Rural Affairs Steering Committee as
well as leadership of the Rural Action Caucus.
I would like to thank MACo for giving me the opportunity to represent Montana on this committee. It
has been a great experience to be part of a group of
Montanans sitting at the table with members of Congress and the administration when decisions are being
made at the federal level.
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FEMA seeks counties for
flood-risk awareness pilot

NACo Webinars
October 17, 1:00 PM - 1:45 PM EDT
Supreme Court Preview Webinar
The U.S. Supreme Court has accepted numerous cases of interest to state and local governments and will take more as the term continues. Join Lisa Soronen, Executive Director,
State and Local Legal Center, in this free preview of the Supreme Court’s October 2012
term.
October 18, 2:00 PM - 3:15 PM EDT
Smart Justice Practices for Counties:
Effective Behavioral Health Interventions

The storm surge from Hurricane Isaac
again that flooding can pose as great a
winds. A new FEMA pilot program is
awareness of flooding threats, and the
county participants.

drove home once
problem as driving
designed to raise
agency is seeking

Floods are the most common and costly natural disaster in
the country, and significant opportunities exist for individuals
to prevent flood damage. FEMA and seven other federal
agencies concerned about flood risk are working with local
officials to help their residents do just that. Together, this federal working group is developing a turnkey outreach initiative
to assist local officials in elevating the issue of flood risk within their communities. The initiative, “Know Your Line: Be
Flood Aware,” will help communities showcase their local
history of flooding and motivate residents to take action.
Know Your Line encourages local officials to post high-watermark signs in prominent places throughout their community,
for example on county courthouses, city halls, libraries or
tourist attractions, to identify how high flood waters have risen in the past. Communities will then be encouraged to hold
a high-profile event to announce the initiative, followed by
supporting activities to continue to remind residents of their
flood risk and prompt them to take steps to reduce it.

A Call to Action

Discover successful strategies for diverting
mentally ill individuals into comprehensive
crisis care services and supporting the
behavioral health needs of ex-offenders reentering the community after incarceration.
Contact: Anita Cardwell • 202.942.4267 for
more information.

Recognize October as National Cyber
Security Awareness Month
NACo President Chris Rogers is urging
counties to show support for National Cyber Security Awareness Month (NCSAM) in October
by issuing proclamations. Each October,
NCSAM reminds us that being safer and more
secure online is a shared responsibility - and
each of us has an important role to play.

To gain local officials’ perspectives on the elements of the
Know Your Line initiative, FEMA and its partners are preparing to launch up to six pilots this fall. Pilot communities will be
the first to review the initiative’s tools and materials and will
provide insight into the campaign prior to the national rollout.
Members of the federal working group will work with the pilot
communities to tailor a strategy and materials to suit the community’s needs, provide recommendations and consultation
on implementation activities, and provide recognition to pilot
participants online and at conference and trade association
meetings.

Web Extra
• To learn more about flood
risk, visit www.ready.gov/

Following the pilots, the
working group will further
refine the approach and
then offer the Know Your
Line initiative’s strategy,
tools, and relationships

to communities nationwide.
Over 30 years (the length of a typical mortgage), there is a 26
percent chance of a 100-year or greater flood occurring. But
residents and businesses often take few, if any, steps to
Continued on page 18…
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FEMA seeks counties for
flood-risk awareness pilot
Continued from page 17...

protect themselves from these potentially life-changing
events, opting instead to trust that, “It won’t happen here.”
The majority of local officials understand that flooding not
only can “happen here,” it likely has happened. Whether a
community experienced severe flooding a century ago or
just last spring, showcasing the dramatic outcome of a community’s most severe flood can offer a powerful testimony
and daily reminder to residents and businesses — empowering them to understand the consequences of flooding and
reduce their risks before the next one.

A Unique Opportunity
FEMA found through its nationwide survey of homeowners
that citizens expect to hear about flooding from their local
officials. As a result, local officials have a unique opportunity
to raise awareness of flooding risk in their community. Communities that reach out to the public to help prevent the effects of flooding:
• underscore their commitment to the well-being of residents and the local business community

• galvanize their community to take steps now to reduce
the often devastating impact of floods
• can receive Community Rating System Rating (CRS)
points to reduce the cost of flood insurance, and
can put Federal and state mitigation assistance funds to
work.
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Around Our Counties
Blaine County
Charles Kulbeck of
Harlem, who resigned
his seat on the Harlem
City Council following its
regular monthly meeting
in the beginning of September, became Blaine
County’s newest commissioner during a
swearing in ceremony
administered by District
Judge John McKeon.
Kulbeck is to replace
Blaine County Commissioner Vic Miller who
passed away of complications of diabetes on
August 19th. Vic was
running unopposed on
the ballot
Kulbeck was one of
five people to submit applications, including letters of interest, brief resumes and proof of residency, to replace District
3 Commissioner Victor
“Vic” Miller on the Board
of Commissioners. District 3 encompasses four
northern Blaine County
precincts including the
City of Harlem, Rodeo
Drive and rural residents
of the Milk River Valley
to the Phillips County
line.
The Commissioners
selected Kulbeck to replace Miller on the Ballot. By taking Miller’s
place on the ballot, Kulbeck will run unopposed
too, and has, in effect,
already won the election.

Cascade County
A man blew into a
device that looked like a
large asthma inhaler at
the Cascade County

Sheriff’s office. But the
man is a repeat drunken driver, not an asthmatic, and the County
wants to keep him off
the road.
The 24/7 Sobriety
Program, approved by
the 2011 Legislature to
crack down on drunken
driving, requires people
with two or more DUI’s
and those convicted of
aggravated DUI to
check in at the sheriff’s
office twice daily and
take a portable breath
test that measure alcohol levels.
The
Cascade
County Sheriff’s Office
launched the program
September 10th. It’s
the 21 county in Montana to begin the testing program.

Flathead County
An assisted-living
center planned three
miles north of Bigfork
won approval from the
Flathead County commissioners on September 17th, despite lingering concerns from
neighboring property
owners.
Rising Mountains
Assisted
Living
is
planned as a 27,000square-foot center that
will accommodate 28
residents, with an expansion component to
boost the number of
residents eventually to
36.
It will be located on
property owned by the
Roman Catholic Diocese of Helena behind

MACo News • Volume 41, Number 10 • October 2012

Pope John Paul II
Catholic Church.
The project will use
a planned unit development overlay on 5.25
acres in the northeast
corner of the Catholic
Church’s
property,
which otherwise is
zoned agricultural.
The project has
been in the planning
pipeline for nearly a
year.

Hill County
A
Havre
High
School graduate started work the beginning
of September in the
field of law enforcement in Hill County,
with the Hill County
Sheriff’s Office hiring
James Tanner Donovan as a sheriff’s
deputy.
We’re excited to
have him as a new
deputy,” Undersheriff
Jamie Ross said.
Donovan, son of
Jim and Brooke Donovan of Havre, said
he was born in Great
Falls in 1988 and
moved to Havre with
his family when he was
in the second grade.
He graduated from
Havre High in 2008,
and received his bachelor’s degree in sociology/criminal
justice
from the University of
Montana last spring.

the progress of the
courthouse’s renovation
project
in
midSeptember.
Mike
Stevenson,
Stevenson Design, noted the project should be
completed about five
months after phase one
is done. Phase two involves the courthouse's
second floor. Stevenson
added the project should
be completed by June
2013.
Once the courthouse
project is completed,
Commissioner Loren
Young says the plan is
to demolish the old jail
and probably add parking in that location.

Sanders County
Sanders
County
Sheriffs Office has experienced a change in
guard as one undersheriff retired and a new one
has taken his place.
Rube Wrightsman
worked his last shift as
undersheriff on Friday,
Sept. 7, and for him, it
was bittersweet to end
his career as a peace
officer in the area after
so many years, and so
many adventures.
“I think it’s the best
thing I ever did. I really
enjoyed it. The people o
f the county are fantastic. Around here, your
real back-up is the people of the county.”

Richland County
Richland County
commissioners
met
with Stevenson Design
officials
to
review
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MACo Committee
Appointments
MACo President Greg Chilcott will soon be
making MACo committee appointments for the upcoming year. The appointments will be based on
the preferences indicated on the Commissioner
Biographies received. If you are interested in serving on a MACo committee, and did not attend the
conference or submit a Commissioner bio, please
do so as soon as possible and indicate your committee preferences by ranking them numerically 15.
The form can be found under “Commissioner Bio
Form” on our website at: www.mtcounties.org

Montana Minimum
Wage
Up to $7.80 per Hour
The Labor Department says Montana’s
minimum wage will increase by 15 cents an
hour to $7.80 beginning on January 1, 2013.
Labor Commissioner Keith Kelly said the
cost of living rose by 1.7 percent from August
2011 to August 2012, leading to the increase in
minimum wage. Montana voters approved Initiative 151 in 2006 adding a cost-of-living adjustment to the state minimum wage.

Calendar of Legislative Events
Held at the Capitol

October
25 Districting & Apportionment, Rm 172,
Time 10:00 a.m.
26 Legislative Audit Committee, Rm 172,
Time TBA

November
13 Legislative Finance Committee, Rm 102,
Time TBA
13 Legislative Council, Rm 102, Time TBA
13 SAVA Committee , Rm and Time TBA
14 Select Committee on Efficiency in Govt.
Rm 102, Time 8:00 a.m.
15 Districting & Apportionment, Rm 303,
Time 6:30 p.m.
19 Revenue & Transportation, Rm 137,
Time TBA
30 Districting & Apportionment, Rm 303,
Time 6:30 p.m.
20
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Calendar of Events
Calendar of Events

November

(Please see the MACo website for
more detailed information at www.mtcounties.org)

6
12
14

October
3-5
8
9
15 - 17
17 - 19
30 - 31

NACo WIR Board of Directors Meeting
Columbus Day - MACo Office Closed
MACRS Gravel Roads Materials - Great Falls
(10th - Havre, 11th - Lewistown, 16th Miles City)
AGRIP Governance & Leadership
Conference
NCCAE Annual Meeting
JPA/JPIA Trustee Work Session - Ennis

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
President
Greg Chilcott, Ravalli County
1st Vice President
Joe Briggs, Cascade County
2nd Vice President
David Schulz, Madison County
Fiscal Officer
Mike McGinley, Beaverhead County
Urban Representative
Andy Hunthausen, Lewis & Clark County
Immediate Past President
Connie Eissinger, McCone County
PAST PRESIDENTS
John Ostlund, Yellowstone County
Carl Seilstad, Fergus County
Cyndi Johnson, Pondera County
John Prinkki, Carbon County
Bill Kennedy, Yellowstone County
Carol Brooker, Sanders County
DISTRICT CHAIRS
1. Richard Dunbar, Phillips County
2. Douglas Buxbaum, Dawson County
3. Donald Reiger, Fallon County
4. Russ Tempel, Liberty County
5. Ben Ober, Toole County
6. Ken Ronish, Fergus County
7. Gerald Dell, Stillwater County
8. Mike Murray, Lewis & Clark County
9. Marty Malone, Park County
10. Bill Barron, Lake County
11. Jean Curtiss, Missoula County
12. Tom Rice, Beaverhead County
ASSOCIATION BOARD MEMBERS
Leo Gallagher, Lewis & Clark Co. Attorney
Rina Moore, Cascade County
Clerk & Recorder
Carol Muessig, Yellowstone County
District Court Clerk
Steve Immenschuh, Granite County
Coroner
Gary Olsen, Broadwater County
Justice of the Peace
Diane Inbody, Teton County School Supt.
Chris Hoffman, Ravalli County Sheriff’
Jane Swanson-Webb, Carbon County
Treasurer
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General Election Day (MACo Office Closed)
Veterans’ Day (MACo Office Closed)
Council of County Officials, MACo Office
10:00 a.m.
Thanksgiving Day (MACo Office Closed)

December
3-6
3-7
12 - 14
25

Newly Elected Officials Training
SafetyFestMT Winter 2012 - Billings
2012 NACo NW States Meeting
Christmas Day (MACo Office Closed)

MACo STAFF

Harold Blattie, Executive Director
Sheryl Wood, Associate Director
Tom Swindle, Finance Officer
Karen Houston, Meeting Planner
Sara McGowan, Accounting Technician
Shantil Siaperas, Legislative Coordinator
Sharon Wilson, Administrative Assistant
Greg Jackson, JPIA/JPA Trust Admin.
Emelia McEwen, Sr. Loss Control
Specialist
Shannon Shanholtzer, JPIA/JPA Member
Services Rep.
Mike Sehestedt, Chief Legal Counsel
Maureen Lennon, Assoc. Legal Counsel
Greg Bonilla, Assoc. Legal Counsel
Carol Knight, Legal Assistant
Kimberly Potter, Legal Assistant
Keith Stapley, Claims Administrator
Dennis Jupka, Senior Claims Specialist
Wendy Sesselman, WC Claims
Supervisor
Bonnie Knopf, Claims Data Specialist
Christine Holling, Senior Claims Rep.
Liz Krzan, Claims Rep.
Jan Denke, Claims Support Specialist
Alyce Bailey, HCT Program Coordinator
Pam Walling, HCT Marketing Coordinator
Traci Thatcher, HCT Marketing
Coordinator
Laurie Goltry, HCT Member Services
Rep.
Tom Beneventi, Custodian / Maintenance
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ASSOCIATE
MEMBERS

Copper Member
MDU Resources
Pacific Technology
Alliance

Diamond
Member

Anderson ZurMuehlen
& Company P.C.

Arthur Gallagher Risk
Mgmt. Services
MT Dept. of
Commerce

AFFILIATE
MEMBER

Gold Member
AT&T

Montana Association of
County Road Supervisors
(MACRS)

Silver Members
Ameresco, Inc.
Thank you!
Johnson Controls,
Inc.
For information on how
Nationwide
Retirement Solutions to become an Associate
Member, visit our
Bronze Members
website at
Dorsey & Whitney
www.mtcounties.org
MT Correctional
or call
Enterprises
Great Plains Towers
406-449-4360
Morrison-Maierle Inc.
DJ & A, P.C.
WGM, Group

THANK YOU TO ALL OF OUR
ADVERTISERS
The 2012 Directory of Montana County
Officials is
available now!
Order your copy
today!
Go to www.mtcounties.org

Just $15.00! $7.50
MACo NEWS
Ph: 449-4360 Fax: 442-5238
maco@mtcounties.org
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