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In less than a month we will all have the opportunity to
meet together, network with our peers from around the
great state of Montana, and learn about the most contemporary issues facing our counties. Did I mention
that we will also be seeing friends that we don’t get to
see often enough? That is what the MACo Annual Conference is all about … I
look forward to seeing everyone September 22nd- 26th in Lewis & Clark County.
This year’s Annual Conference is bitter/sweet for me. It will be the end of my
term serving as your MACo President. It has truly been my honor to represent
Montana’s counties for the last year. It is very humbling to witness the respect
MACo has earned in the halls of the Capitol. That respect is born in your
communities and transported to Helena by your legislators; it is cultivated and
enhanced by the MACo legislative team. That team is lead by Harold, Sheryl,
Shantil, and Maureen and successful due to County Commissioners (you) from
around the state who came to Helena to testify or contacted their legislators with
the information they needed to make sound decisions. Thank you all for your
work to advance the MACo Legislative Platform.
We, as an Association, are truly blessed to have the staff we have. They make
us ALL look good! (Unfortunately they don’t make me look like I have hair!)
Please take a minute while you are in Helena to say “thank you” to the members
of our excellent staff.
This past year has been an incredible experience for me personally. MACo is
like most things in life, the more you put into it, the more you get out of it … I
have learned a lot, seen personal growth, and have been continually humbled by
the commitment of my peers from around the state and nation, the MACo staff,
and my fellow Ravalli County Commissioners. Jeff Burrows, JR Iman, Suzy
Foss, and Ron Stoltz have all been very supportive and assumed more work and
responsibility to allow me to fulfill my responsibilities with MACo. The members
of the Executive Committee have demonstrated why you have elected them to
their post – they work very hard on our behalf. My beautiful wife, Vickie, has truly carried a big load taking care of the home front during my many absences
over the past year. Serving as President has truly been a team effort. Please
accept my heartfelt gratitude to each and every one of you!
I look forward to the leadership Joe Briggs brings to our organization. Joe is an
excellent communicator, dedicated public servant, and a tireless researcher. I
see a bright future for the Montana Association of Counties!
I am looking forward to seeing everyone September 22-26.
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2nd VP Candidate
Andy Hunthausen
Lewis & Clark
County
Commissioner

2nd VP Candidate
Maureen Davey
Stillwater County
Commissioner
How long have you been a
county commissioner?
I have been serving the people
of Stillwater County as commissioner since November 12, 2002 - 10 years.
Taking the oath of office for me occurred immediately after the canvas of the election because of filling a
vacancy created by the resignation of the commissioner from my district.
Please summarize your MACo participation.
My participation in MACo started before I officially
took office. In fall of 2002, I attended the annual
conference held in Big Sky. This gave me a jump
start on MACo procedures, staff and committees.
I’ve been involved with MACo in a variety of areas:
District 7 Chair for eight years, Board of Directors for
eight years, Member of the Agriculture Committee
for ten years, Co-Chair of the Agriculture Committee
for five years, Hard Rock Mining Counties Chair for
two years, served on the MACo Conference Planning Committee and Resolutions Committee, Annual
Conference Golf Tournament-Chair, and completed
the Commissioners Certification program.
Please summarize your national, statewide, and/
or community involvement.
Served a six year appointment as Montana’s Commissioner Representative on the Yellowstone Grizzly
Coordinating Committee and Yellowstone Ecosystem Subcommittee, NACo Agriculture and Rural
Affairs Steering Committee, and was combat-ready
through six legislative sessions. I actively participate
in the American Agri-Women, Montana Agri-Women,
Beartooth Stock Association, Montana Stockgrowers, County Drought Committee, County Library
Board, Stillwater County Chamber of Commerce,
and St. Mary’s Catholic Church.
Please detail your special knowledge, skills,
abilities and education.
When coming to Stillwater County and Columbus 40
years ago as a new graduate in education from
Continued on page 4...
2

How long have you been a
county commissioner?
 I was elected to a 2nd term
in 2012 (6.5 Years)
Please summarize your MACo participation.
I am a member of the MACo Executive
Committee
 I am a graduate of the MACo Elected Officials
Training
 I am a member of the MACo Health and Human
Services Committee
 I have served on the Justice Committee
 I have been elected twice to serve as the Urban
Counties representative to the MACo Board of
Directors
 I was elected to serve as the District 8 Chairman


Please summarize your national, statewide, and/
or community involvement.
 I am a graduate of the 2008 NACo-County
Leadership Institute
 I am a graduate of Rocky Mountain Leadership
program in Colorado
 I am a Leadership Montana 2010 graduate
 I was appointed to the Montana E-Government
Advisory Council as the Local Government
Representative
 I am currently serving a 2nd appointment on the
Montana Mental Health Advisory Council
 I have served on the Helena area Chamber of
Commerce
 I have served on the Center for Mental Health
Board of Directors
 I have served on the Rocky Mountain Development Council Board of Directors
 I am a member of Search and Rescue Board of
Directors
 I am an Intergovernmental Transit Committee
member.

Continued on page 4...
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to fulfill the roles we have as commissioners to our
constituents in the most fiscally responsible way possible.

2nd VP Candidate
Ron Stoltz, Ravalli County
Commissioner

Please share how you will serve the membership as
MACo 2nd Vice President.
I will work to reach out to different county commissioners to pool talent and experience to help us collectively
solve the problems we all face as commissioners. I will
also continue to work with legislators to improve our
state laws to help counties serve their citizens.

How long have you been a county
commissioner?
While this is my first term as a County Commissioner, I have been involved in local community events
and working with the legislature for the past 14
years.
Please summarize your MACo participation.
As a member of the MACo Agriculture Committee, I
am serving as Vice Chair of the Large Predator
Subcommittee.
Please summarize your national, statewide
and/or community involvement.
I have been very involved with several of our legislators working on Local Government and Transportation legislation. I have testified several times in
Helena and worked hard to create a good working
relationship with several legislators.
Please detail your special knowledge, skills,
abilities and education.
I was self employed in Transportation and heavy
highway construction for 20 years. I’ve also worked
in gravel production, farming, ranching, and
wood products. Having been an employee and an
employer of up to 70 employees, I have perspective
from both sides. I also have the perspective of working in private industry and for the Government.
Please share your thoughts about MACo and its
future.
I would like to see MACo continue to grow in
influence in our legislative process. As the economy
fluctuates and we see more federal cuts coming, I
believe it is important for MACo to work with all
counties to pull together resources and experience
MACo News • Volume 42, Number 9 • September 2013
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2nd VP Candidate
Andy Hunthausen

2nd VP Candidate
Maureen Davey

Continued from page 2…

Continued from page 2...

Please detail your education, skills, knowledge,
and experience.
 I graduated from Helena High School in 1983
 I Graduated from the University of Montana in
Missoula with a BS in 1988
 I graduated from Montana State University Northern with a M.ED. in 1993
 Prior to being elected to commission I was a
certified teacher and counselor in the Helena
Schools
 I am a Licensed Clinical Professional Counselor
 I have a significant amount of leadership experience and training.
 I have developed valuable relationships with
many of our State-Wide leaders

Montana State University, it was an “eye opener” to
the needs of the people in the whole county. I have
labored with numerous groups and organizations
nationally, state, and locally. If it’s a good cause,
I’m for whatever it takes to get the job done. At my
age, I still have an open mind and up for learning
new things every day. Listening to all sides of an
issue has always been important. My heart is with
Stillwater County, the State of Montana, and MACo.

Please share your thoughts about MACo and its
future.
 MACo has a rich history and a bright future. I see
MACo continuing to take the lead on issues
across Montana. We currently have significant
influence and respect among the State Legislators and will be asked to continue to provide
valued direction, advice and testimony in coming
sessions.
 I see MACo leading the way in solving Montana’s
problems and building on the strengths as an
organization while providing excellent consumer
service to the Member Counties.
Please share how you will serve the membership
as MACo 2nd Vice President.
 Under the direction of the Executive Committee
and the MACo President, I will work hard to
advance the Association Mission of services to
the Member Counties.

Please share your thoughts about MACo and its
future.
MACo has earned the respect from legislatures,
state officials, and local elected officials through
communication and education. MACo needs to
continue to educate commissioners and other elected officials through its certification classes. MACo
has a presence, through the staff and commissioners, on local, state, and national issues, that needs
to continue in order to guarantee a strong county
voice. MACo wants and encourages commissioners’ participation on matters important to individual
counties. The more I work with MACo staff, the
more I realize their dedication to counties and how
important it is they get county support. MACo is
in it for counties, and counties need to be in it for
MACo.
Please share how you will serve the membership as MACo 2nd Vice President.
In my tenure as Stillwater County Commissioner, I
have witnessed common and individual needs of
counties. As en eight-year member of the MACo
Board of Directors and District 7 Chair, I have the
insight into the operations of MACo. I know it takes
both, commissioners and MACo staff, to continue
being an effective voice for our counties.
If elected as MACo 2nd Vice President, I would
serve the MACo membership by keeping the organization a strong voice for the 56 counties through
communication and education.
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Delegate Assembly Rules
Rule 1
Any resolution or bylaw change from a member district or county not submitted at the District meeting must be submitted to the Resolutions Committee no later than the Sunday before the Annual Convention in order to be presented to the Board of Directors for their approval.
Rule 2
Any resolution or bylaw change not submitted through Rule 1 will not be considered by the
Delegate Assembly unless two-thirds of the delegates present and voting elect to suspend the
rules to consider late proposals. Late proposals
shall be accompanied by copies for all delegates and shall be available prior to the Introduction and Consideration of Bylaw Changes or
Resolutions.
Voting Procedures
Rule 3
Each regular member has one vote.
(Regular members shall be those counties
which contribute annually to the financial support of the Association.) There shall be one
county delegate and one alternate with the authority to vote. The delegate and the alternate
must be elected county officials.

A vote to close debate requires a two-thirds vote
of the delegates voting.
Suspension of Rules
Rule 7
Any of these rules may be suspended by a
two-thirds vote of those present and voting.

Process for Late, Urgent
or Extraordinary Resolutions
Late, urgent, or extraordinary resolutions
may be considered at the Annual Conference if
approved by the Board of Directors at their
meeting prior to the Annual Conference for
presentation on the floor at the general session
of the Annual Conference. Such resolutions
must be presented in writing, in easily readable
and understandable form as well as in
adequate numbers for general circulation. These
resolutions may be mailed to MACo for submission to the Board of Directors prior to the Annual Conference.
Any resolutions submitted
to the Board will be considered, and comments
and recommendations will be made for presentation to the general assembly. In addition, the
Board may, at any meeting with a quorum present, adopt resolutions pertaining to the policy
or position of the Association.

Rule 4
In speaking to a motion, a delegate will be
limited to three minutes except wherein this rule
has been suspended by a vote.
Rule 5
All voting shall be by show of hands or voice
vote, subject to the call of the chair. A roll call
vote will be conducted upon request by a delegate from the floor.
Rule 6
Debate is considered privileged and a “call
for the question” cannot be used to limit debate.
MACo News • Volume 42, Number 9 • September 2013

Committee Meetings
MACo Committees will meet at the Annual
Conference on Tuesday, Sept. 24th from 8:00
a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Non-committee members are invited to attend and participate in the discussions.
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IMPORTANT!
Exempt Wells: DNRC Proposed Definition of “Combined Appropriation”
By Tara DePuy, JPIA/MACo Land Use Attorney, attorney@riverworks.net

The Montana Department of Natural Resources and Conservation has noticed a public hearing on
its proposed amendment and adoption of a definition of “combined appropriation” as it relates to exempt wells and exempt developed springs. As the 2013 Legislature’s definition of “combined appropriation” was vetoed by Governor Bullock, DNRC is now required, pursuant to its settlement of a
lawsuit with the Clark Fork Coalition, to administratively define “combined appropriation”. The hearing on the new rule is on September 19, 2013 at 10:00 a.m. in Helena in the Fred Buck Conference
Room (bottom floor), Water Resources building, 1424 Ninth Avenue, Helena, Montana.
The proposed rule amends the current definition of “combined appropriation” in ARM 36.12.101(13).
Exempt wells or exempt developed springs can only have a maximum appropriation of 35 gallons a
minute or less, not to exceed 10 acre-feet a year, except that a combined appropriation from the
same source from two or more wells or developed springs exceeding this limitation requires a full
blown water right permit The term “developed spring” was redefined in the 2013 Legislature to
mean any point where ground water emerges naturally, that has subsequently been physically altered, and from which ground water flows under natural pressures or is artificially withdrawn.
The proposed definition of combined appropriation applies if you have two or more wells or developed springs from the same source aquifer. If those two wells or developed springs are physically
connected into a single system and the total volume exceeds ten-acre feet per year, they cannot be
exempt wells or exempt developed springs and a water right permit is necessary. If those two wells
or developed springs are physically connected into a single system and the total volume does not
exceed ten-acre feet per year, then two exempt wells or exempt developed springs may be used.
The proposed rule states that exempt wells or exempt developed springs cannot be located within
1,320 feet of another exempt well or exempt developed springs on the same tract of record. Forty
acres has a length and width of 1,320 feet. If there are more than one exempt well or exempt developed spring located within 1,320 feet of each other on the same tract of record they become a combined appropriation and are subject to the ten-acre feet per year limitation. This means one exempt
well or exempt developed spring per 40 acres per tract of record if the exempt well or exempt developed spring diverts ten-acre feet or more per year.
The proposed rule limits subdivisions, being a tract of land less than 160 acres, if the entire subdivision is 40 acres or less, to ten acre-feet per year. The ten acre-feet per year could be supplied by
more than one exempt well or exempt developed spring. If the subdivision is more than 40 acres, an
additional 0.25 acre-foot per year is allowed per additional acre over 40 acres. So if the subdivision
was 60 acres, the subdivision would be allowed from exempt wells or exempt developed springs ten
acre-feet per year for the 40 acres and an additional five acre-feet per year for the additional 20
acres for a total of fifteen acre-feet per year.
Continued on page 7...
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Exempt Wells: DNRC Proposed Definition of “Combined Appropriation”
By Tara DePuy, JPIA/MACo Land Use Attorney, attorney@riverworks.net
Continued from page 6...

The above limits for subdivisions apply to as well to numerous exemptions from subdivision review,
including court ordered divisions; mortgage tracts; oil, gas, minerals or water severed from surface
ownership; cemetery lots; reservations of life estates; lease or rental for farming and agricultural purposes; rights-of-way or utility sites; common boundary relocations; family transfers; agriculture covenants; and aggregations.
Both the limits on a subdivision or exemption in the proposed rule do not limit the definition of combined appropriation to future subdivisions or exemptions. The proposed rule does specifically state
that the limitations on subdivisions include any subsequent subdivision or division of land. A subdivision or division of land may seek pre-approval from DNRC to determine if the combined appropriations for all exempt wells or exempt developed springs serving the subdivision or division of land
meet the requirements of the new definition of combined appropriation.
In regards to subdivisions, DNRC Water Resources Information calculates that a 10 lot subdivision
with an average of 2.5 persons per household and one-quarter acre of irrigated lawn and garden per
household would require 9 acre-feet per year in the Billings area and 8 acre-feet per year in the Bozeman area. A 6 lot subdivision under the same parameters with a half an acre of irrigated lawn and
garden would require 9.8 acre feet per year in the Billings area and 9.2 acre-feet per year in the Bozeman area. These calculations do not account for water for subdivision parklands or fire suppression features.
Written data, views or arguments can be submitted orally or in writing at the hearing or can be submitted in writing to Millie Heffner, DNRC, PO Box 201601, 2424 Ninth Avenue, Helena, MT 59620;
fax (406) 444-0533; or e-mail mheffner@mt.gov and must be received no later than 5:00 p.m. on
September 19, 2013.

The MACo Team sadly says
“Goodbye”
to Traci Thatcher
HCT Marketing Coordinator
Traci has accepted a position with her former employer, New West Health Services after being
recruited by them for a newly created position in finance, which is her true passion. This is a
wonderful career opportunity for her that she could not pass up. We know she worked directly with
many of you and if you would like to send her congratulations, we will be happy to pass along your
message. In her resignation, Traci said:
“I am very appreciative of the opportunity that MACo gave me in working in the position I did. I met
great people on the road and made lasting friendships with my co-workers.” - Traci Thatcher
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MACo 104th Annual Conference
Helena
September 22 - 26, 2013
Red Lion Colonial Hotel
Registration closes September 15th
It’s time to register for MACo’s 104th Annual Conference which will be held at the
Red Lion Colonial in Helena, Lewis & Clark County.
If you haven’t already visited our website and registered online to attend the
conference, then please do so to help us better estimate attendance.

Don’t pay more at the door
Go to: www.mtcounties.org to register

* Registration will be available at the door for an additional fee *
If you have any questions or need any additional information
Please contact Karen Houston, MACo Meeting Planner, at:
449-4360 or khouston@mtcounties.org
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MACo 104th Annual Conference Draft Agenda
Red Lion Colonial Hotel - Helena
September 22nd - 26th
Tuesday, Sept. 24th Continued

Sunday, Sept. 22nd
8:30 am - 2:00 pm
Noon - 2:00 pm
1:00 pm - 5:00 pm
3:00 pm - 5:00 pm
5:30 pm - 10:00 pm

Golf for anyone interested
JPA Trustees Lunch Meeting
Registration & Exhibitors Set-up
Board of Directors Meeting
President’s Reception and
Dinner

Monday, Sept. 23rd
7:00 am - 8:30 am
8:00 am - 5:00 pm
8:30 am - 10:00 am
10:30 am - Noon
Noon - 1:30 pm
1:30 pm - 2:30 pm

3:00 pm - 4:00 pm

4:00 pm - 6:00 pm
4:00 pm - 6:00 pm

No-Host Prayer Breakfast
Registration & Exhibitors
MACo Opening General
Session
Jail Standard/Jail Advisory
Group
Lunch
Workshop Sessions
a - New statutes relating to
targeted economic
development districts
b - “How do I know if I’m saving
enough for retirement?”
c - Open Meeting Act - Compliance & Avoiding Lawsuits
Workshop Sessions continued
a - Nollan/Dolan Analysis
Training
b - “The Affordable Care Act
and its Affect on Inmate
Medical Care?”
c - Agendas, minutes, resolutions, newspaper notices,
hearings
Montana Coalition of Forest
Counties Meeting
Oil, Gas & Coal Counties
Meeting

8:00 am - 5:00 pm

3:30 pm - 4:00 pm
4:00 pm - 4:30 pm

4:30 pm - 6:00 pm
4:30 pm - 5:30 pm
4:30 pm - 5:30 pm

EMPG Grant
How a Strong Mental Health Local
Advisory Council (LAS) Can Save
Your County Money and Improve
Mental Health Services
Urban Counties Meeting
MACo Health Care Trust Member
Annual Meeting
6 County Fort Peck Lake Group
Meeting

Wednesday, Sept. 25th
7:00 am - 8:30 am

MACo Health Care Trust
Trustees Breakfast Meeting
7:30 am - 8:30 am
Reservation Counties Breakfast
Meeting
8:00 am - 5:00 pm
Registration
8:30 am - 10:00 am MACo / NACo Committee Reports
10:30 am - 11:15 am “Happenings on the Hill”
11:15 am - Noon
Why 457 for your employees?
Noon - 1:00 pm
Lunch
1:00 pm - 4:30 pm
Closing General Session / Annual
Business Meeting
4:30 pm - 5:30 pm
Hard Rock Mining Counties
Meeting
5:30 pm
Social & Annual Banquet
Thursday, Sept. 26th

Tuesday, Sept. 24th
6:30 am - 9:00 am

8:00 am - 10:00 am MACo Committee Meetings
10:30 am - 12:30 pm MACo Committee Meetings
continued
12:30 pm - 2:00 pm Lunch
2:00 pm - 2:30 pm
Pension Updates
2:30 pm - 3:00 pm
SB 144 - Noxious Weed Funding
Bill Implementation Department of
Agriculture
3:30 pm - 4:00 pm
Exhibitor/Sponsor Meeting

MACo JPIA Trustees Breakfast
Meeting
Registration & Exhibitors
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7:30 am - 9:00 am

New Board of Directors’ Breakfast
Meeting

For a more detailed draft agenda please go to our website:
www.mtcounties.org
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NACo Report
By Sandy Broesder
Pondera County Commissioner

NACo Annual Conference
NACo Environment, Energy and Land Use Committee
July 19-22, 2013
I heard an apt analogy that the Energy, Environment and Land Use (EELU) is like a Platypus in that it is a strange
looking creature. When you have members with an energy production focus sitting beside people with a strong
environmental concern, land development proponents and preservationists all same room it is indeed strange.
And in spite of spirited debate, the committee was able to find middle ground or failing that, respectfully agree to
disagree. In many ways, I felt like this is how democracy is supposed to work.
The first business meeting was preliminary discussion on platform changes and resolution before the committee
along with the claiming of resolutions from other committees that the EELU felt it had cross jurisdiction over. This
was followed by educational sessions in afternoon where topics on county best practices in the environment,
energy and land use realm were highlighted and included affordable energy upgrades from Santa Barbara County,
CA; a solar thermal project in Ramsey County, MN; a mineral and energy resources master plan from Mesa
County, CO; a streambed restoration project in Fairfax County, VA; a green infrastructure plan from McHenry
County, IL; case studies on rehabilitating aging, vacant retail centers and creation of a pipeline overlay district
from Brookings County, SD. The power points for these presentations are available on the EELU section of the
NACo website.
On Saturday morning, the second business meeting was held and nine platform changes and six resolutions were
adopted. The resolutions are valid as NACo policy until July 2014. These included:
 Platform Change – Federal Storm water Regulations
 Platform Change – Good Samaritan Environmental Laws
 Platform Change – Pesticide Use in County Ditches
 Platform Change – Funding for Maintenance of Dam Infrastructure
 Platform Change – Oil Pollution Act and Sharing of CWA Penalty Fines
 Platform Change – Cap and Trade/Carbon Tax
 Platform Change – Property Assessed Clean Energy Program (PACE)
 Platform Change – Changes to Electric Utility Restructuring
 Platform Change – DOD’s Readiness and Environmental Protection Initiative
Resolution on the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Levee Vegetation Policy
Resolution on U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Section 404 Program
Resolution on the Reduction and Cleanup of Marine Debris
Resolution on Exempting Renewable Biomass Emissions from the EPA’s Tailoring Rule
Resolution on the Keystone XL Pipeline
Resolution Opposing Delay in Issuance of Oil and Gas Drilling Permits
The platform change addressing Cap and Trade/Carbon tax was presented by our own John Prinkki. As
expected, this proposal generated a lot of discussion along with some serious dissent. John was complimented
extensively for his collaboration on this contentious issue and was able to reach a consensus that was supported
32-14. The only resolution coming out of Montana was in support of the Keystone XL pipeline sponsored by
Richard Dunbar which was successfully ushered through on a 37-5 vote. These two issues stand as proof positive
that Montana has an impact on national legislative policy and that by attending meetings such as these, we assure
that our Montana voices and concerns are heard. Thank you to the Reservation Counties for allowing me to
participate in the NACo process.
10
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NACo Report
By Lesley Robinson, Phillips County Commissioner, Mike Murray, Lewis and Clark
County Commissioner, and Greg Chilcott, Ravalli County Commissioner

NACo Annual Conference
NACo Public Lands Steering Committee
July 19-22, 2013
Lewis & Clark County Commissioner Mike Murray serves as the Chairman and Phillips County Commissioner
Lesley Robinson serves as the Vice Chair of the Public Lands Steering Committee for NACo. They were
reappointed by the new NACo President Linda Langsten to serve another year as Chair and Vice Chair. The
Public Lands Steering Committee met to discuss 31 proposed public lands resolutions and 3 amendments to
the American County Platform. After the dust settled the Public Lands Steering Committee approved 28
proposed policy resolutions and two changes to the Public Lands Chapter of the American County Platform.
The resolutions were the major focus of the meetings and required more than five hours of debate over two
days to complete.
The following platform changes and resolutions are a product of this debate:
NACo supports:


A well-funded, coordinated and integrated weed management approach to Noxious weed control.



Legislation directing (and enabling) the USFS to reduce Fire Regime Condition Class 3 (FRCC 3) lands
to a standard of FRCC 1 in federal forests by year 2030, and reduce FRCC 2 lands to the standard of
FRCC 1 in all federal forests by 2050, through active landscape scale management, fuels reduction and
immediate post-fire restoration.



Legislation or policy that will immediately limit liability for “Good Samaritans” performing voluntary, cooperative mitigation efforts on water discharging from abandoned mine sites which measurably improves
water quality that has been impacted by mining activity where there is no financially responsible party.



Legislation providing bridge funding to forested counties and school districts while economic vitality is
restored in these communities. Congress must mandate active sustainable forest management to
achieve economic vitality.



Specific components of HR 818 (Healthy Forest Management and Wildfire Prevention Act) providing
states the authority to identify areas afflicted by the bark beetle epidemic, drought, deteriorating forest
health conditions, and high risk of wildfire to implement emergency hazardous fuels reduction projects
with expedited procedures.



Granting governors the authority to declare a state of emergency when a the severity of fire danger from
fuels on federal lands poses a significant threat to public health and safety.



Designating the use of the Land & Water Conservation Fund as a sustainable source of funding of
Payment in Lew of Taxes (PILT). (This is the payment to the counties to offset taxes that would be
collected on public land.)

Continued on page 12...
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Continued from page 11...


Congressional revision of the Antiquities Act of 1906 to require that any Presidential National Monument proclamation seek the participation of affected state and local governments be subject to NEPA review
and obtain congressional approval.



Encouraging congressional delegations to only consider future wilderness legislation with the affected counties’ support.



Opposing listing the Greater Sage Grouse as a threatened and endangered species at this time. Furthermore, the
BLM and USFWS should give great deference to adequately crafted state and local sage grouse management plans
when adopting any federal land use plan amendments, pursuant to the
consistency and coordination requirements under federal law.

Western Interstate Region meeting was held at the Annual NACo conference. We approved a bylaw amendment adding
the NACo Western Region Representative to the WIR Board of Directors. This ensures that the Rep is aware of the issues discussed at our WIR meetings.
One of the speakers was Matthew A Cronin, Ph.D. from the University of Alaska Fairbanks school of national resources
and agriculture sciences. He spoke to the committee about endangered species and his scientific views. Currently the
law is being based on predictions as to if they will be considered endangered. The
Endangered Species Act now allows possible future endangerment predicted with models. He was an interesting speaker. He also talked about subspecies being listed when genetically they vary very little.
Kate Lighthall, Program director for Project Wildfire, spoke about restoring insect, disease and fire resilient landscapes is
the most important goal.
Cynthia Moses Nedd, BLM liaison was able to attend our conference, due in large part to the commissioners and NACo
urging BLM to let her attend. Randy Phillips, USFS liaison was also at the conference.
The WIR fall board meeting will be held October 2nd through the 4th in Grand Junction Colorado.

Fun at Fort Worth
Commissioners Sandy Broesder,
Pondera County, and Todd Devlin,
Prairie County, enjoy the music at
Billy Bob’s during the
all-conference social event.
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MACo Seeking Finance Director/CFO
The Montana Association of Counties (MACo) is seeking a full-time Finance
Director/CFO to manage the accounting and financial services for the Montana Association of Counties and its Health Care, Workers’ Compensation and Property and
Casualty Risk Sharing Trusts. This position will also serve as an integral part of the
management team, to assist in the development and implementation of policies and
strategic planning for the Association and the Trusts. Qualified candidate must have
a Bachelor’s degree in accounting or other related fields, from an accredited college
or university (CPA preferred) and have at least five years experience in a comparable
position. Any combination of education and experience will be considered.
For a full position description and to download an application
please go to our website: www.mtcounties.org
To apply, please submit a completed application,
resume, references, and salary history/requirements to:
Montana Association of Counties
Attn: Harold Blattie, Executive Director
Re: Finance Director/CFO Position
2715 Skyway Drive, Suite A, Helena, MT 59602
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Commission Chair
Murray Reappointed
to NACo Leadership
By Tom Goodman, NACo Public Affairs Director

WASHINGTON, D.C. – National Association of Counties (NACo) President Linda Langston recently reappointed Mike Murray, commission chair, Lewis and Clark County, Mont., as 2013-14 chair of NACo’s Public
Lands Steering Committee.
Langston, supervisor, Linn County, Iowa, made her policy committee leadership appointments shortly after
being installed as NACo President during the 2013 NACo Annual Conference: County Solutions and Idea
Marketplace, July 19-22, in Tarrant County/Fort Worth, Texas.
“It is an honor to be reappointed by President Langston to lead NACo’s Public Lands Steering Committee,”
Murray said.
Murray, a member of the Western Interstate Region (WIR) Board of Directors, has been active in NACo since
2003 as a longtime member of the Public Lands Steering Committee. He served as 2012-13 chair and two
terms as vice chair (2010-11 and 2011-12)
The Public Lands Steering Committee is responsible for NACo policy development on all matters pertaining to
federally-owned public lands including federal land management programs, natural resource revenue sharing
payments, payments in lieu of taxes, and property tax immunity concerns.
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Langston Installed as NACo President
By Jim Philipps, NACo Media Relations Manager

Will focus on building community capacity to be resilient in the face of disaster
FORT WORTH, TEXAS – Linda Langston, supervisor, Linn County, Iowa today was installed as 2013-14
president of the National Association of Counties (NACo) on the final day of the 2013 NACo Annual Conference: County Solutions and Idea Marketplace in Tarrant County/Fort Worth, Texas. Langston is the first
Iowan to serve as NACo President in its almost 80-year history.
Active in NACo since 2003, Langston was first elected as a NACo officer in July 2011. She has held many
NACo leadership positions, including chair of NACo’s Health Steering Committee, chair of the Healthy
Counties Advisory Board, chair of the Finance Committee and chair of the Arts and Culture Commission.
She served as a member of the Health Reform Working Group, which was responsible for ensuring that the
interests of county government were reflected in national health reform which later became the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (ACA).
Langston, whose home county was devastated by floods in 2008, said her presidential initiative will be:
Ready and Resilient Counties: Prepare, Respond and Thrive. The initiative will focus on building a community’s capacity to be ready, resilient, agile and adaptive in the face of natural, manmade and economic disaster.
“It is not a matter of if, but when you county will come face to face with disaster,” Langston said during her
presidential acceptance speech delivered moments after being sworn in. “Will you be ready?”
Langston said her goal is to build a toolkit of information and resources that present counties with best
practices so their communities are prepared when disaster strikes. Under Langston’s leadership, NACo will
sponsor training, peer networking and resource development to support county officials and other publicand private-sector partners seeking to promote local approaches to community and economic resilience.
This initiative will highlight opportunities for county leaders and other stakeholders to build internal and external capacity to engage in innovative, multi-disciplinary partnerships. Additionally, county leaders and
partners will learn about tools and implementation techniques critical to achieving these goals.
Langston will lead NACo’s efforts on Capitol Hill to protect the tax-exempt status of municipal bonds and
other legislative and federal funding priorities such as reauthorization of the farm bill, immigration reform,
and transportation/infrastructure funding.
Langston was first elected to the Linn County, Iowa Board of Supervisors in 2002. She serves on a variety
of boards, commissions and community organizations including Chair of the East Central Iowa Council of
Governments (ECICOG), the Linn County Public Health Board, Downtown Rotary and the Arc of East Central Iowa.
Prior to being elected to the Board of Supervisors, Langston was a museum director and a psychotherapist
in private practice, as well as a small business owner.
Born in Chicago, but raised in Iowa, Langston graduated from Knox College in Galesburg, Illinois with a
degree in history and is a 2007 graduate of Harvard’s Kennedy School of Government for State and Local
Officials. Linda and her husband Dave have two grown sons.
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September 18, 2:00 PM - 3:15 PM EST
(Members Only)

NACo Webinars
September 5, 2:00 PM - 3:15 PM EST
(General Audience)
Updating Your County’s
Green Building Toolbox
Building green provides many benefits: efficient operations, higher property value, comfortable and
healthy spaces, creation of skilled jobs, and more.
County governments can support local construction
economies and meet growing demand for green
buildings with thoughtfully designed policies, mandatory codes, and voluntary incentive programs. In
this webinar, the first of two, industry experts will
outline best-available building rating systems, standards, and model codes, highlighting recent updates.

NACo Membership
Save money and time through
exclusive NACo programs
NACo has a multitude of free exclusive membership
benefit programs and resources. Find out how easy
it is to take advantage of money saving and time
saving
benefits so that you can provide “tough
times” solutions directly to your county and its residents.
For more information contact: Andrew Goldschmidt
at 202-942-4221

For more information contact: Therese Dorau at
202-942-4224

September 12, 2:00 PM - 3:15 PM EST
(General Audience)
Building Vibrant Local Economies
Many rural places grew around a single industry,
such as agriculture or manufacturing. Places relying
on one main economic driver often find themselves
vulnerable to changing economic, natural, or social
conditions. In
response, communities across the
country are seeking ways to diversify their economies and become more
resilient. Join NACo to
learn more about the linkages between economic
diversification and place-based approaches to community development.
For more information contact: Jen Horton at
202-942-4274

MACo News • Volume 42, Number 9 • September 2013

17

MACo News
information you send on the Wi-Fi network.


Do not log into accounts, especially financial
accounts, when using public wireless
networks.



Do not log onto sites that don’t seem
legitimate, (clues could include the URL
being misspelled, or not matching the name
that you were given by the place of
business). It’s not uncommon for cybercriminals to set up a Wi-Fi network called “free
Wi-Fi” in airports, hotels, and other public
places.



A cellular 3G/4G connection is generally
safer than a Wi-Fi connection.



Consider turning off features on your
computer or mobile devices that allow you to
automatically connect to Wi-Fi.

Using Wi-Fi: Connect with Care
If you’re traveling this summer, chances are
you’ll encounter a Wi-Fi hotspot (network) or
two.
Wi-Fi in airports, hotels, train stations, coffee
shops, and other public places can be convenient, but they’re often not secure, and can leave
you at risk.
Whether you’re entertaining the kids by streaming a video on a tablet, downloading new travel
apps on your smartphone or even taking your
tablet poolside, there are precautions you
should take to make sure your personal information is safe.
First and foremost, connect with care. If you're
online through an unsecured network, you
should be aware that individuals with malicious
intent may have established a Wi-Fi network
with the intent to eavesdrop on your connection.
This could allow them to steal your credentials,
financial information, or other sensitive and personal information. It’s also possible that they
could infect your system with malware. Any free
Wi-Fi should be considered to be “unsecure.”
Therefore, be cautious about the sites you visit
and the information you release.
STOP. THINK. CONNECT.
Here are 6 tips to remember when using Wi-Fi:


Keep an updated machine. Having the latest
security software, operating system, web
browser and apps can help protect you from
the
malware and other threats you may
encounter when using Wi-Fi.



Don’t assume that the Wi-Fi connection is
secure. Many hotspots don’t encrypt the
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Inmate Medical Program
Welcomes Three New Counties

Sweet Grass County, Anaconda-Deer Lodge County,
and Pondera County

Thank you!
30 Counties are now protected against catastrophic inmate medical claims
ARE YOU?
For more information regarding the Inmate Medical Program please contact Sheryl Wood:
swood@mtcounties.org or 406-449-4360
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You arrive at your hotel and check in at the front desk. When checking in, you give the front desk your
credit card (for all the charges for your room). You get to your room and settle in.

MACo News

Someone calls the front desk and asked for; example Room 620 (which happens to be your room).

Arthur J. Gallagher
200 S. Orange Avenue, Suite
1350 Orlando, FL 32801
(800) 524-0191, Ext. 3512
www.ajg.com

Could Something Similar Happen at your Entity?
The economy, felt as an everyday reality, affects us all. Raises get smaller, promotions get put on hold. For
some, the pressure from a bad economy affects them more than others. In fact, it could cause them to justify
actions they ordinarily might not have taken.
So it was for Rita. Once the optimistic Vice-President of Finance of a medium-sized pharmaceutical distributor, her prospects for upward advancement took a turn when the economy slid into a recession. Layoffs
downsized her department, and her staff had to do more with less. She and her right-hand person, the head
of accounting, Shelly, held the financial ship steady for the company. As the recession eased, they expected
more new hires would raise them back up to a higher plateau and return them to an upbeat outlook on the
business and their place in it. Unfortunately, robust hiring did not return, and though the indicators all read to
a slowly improving financial picture, the number of direct reports to Rita remained flat. Her prospects for success seemed dimmer than before.
Perhaps these are simply misperceptions of a modestly-experienced middle-executive, but this was Rita’s
outlook when she began siphoning off company funds. Although the company was not hiring any full time
employees, they had a need for part time and temporary workers. One of her responsibilities as VP of
Finance was to manage the payroll. It was her job to advise the payroll company of any changes. Using
names of fictitious people. Rita created a ghost staff made up of temporary employees. In Rita’s mind, the
extra salary she was collecting made up for the lack of advancement.
Rita used her new found wealth to vastly improve her lifestyle. A new car, clothes, jewelry, vacations were all
things she enjoyed. Life was good for Rita.
As time went on, the company began to question why the salary expense was getting so high. The questions
prompted a detailed audit that revealed an unusually high number of temporary employees. Some of these
employees they were able to identify but for several of them no one could recognize who they were. Further
investigation revealed all of the pay checks were deposited into the same account. All of them endorsed by
Rita. The total amount of the loss was $1.1 million.
Rita was brought in to discuss the matter. The CEO told her what they discovered and asked if she had anything to say. Rita’s response was that the payments were to compensate her for the lowered expectations
that the recent economic slump had created, and for when she saw others prospering more than she was. It
was only intended as a short-term way to get her over a rough patch. She was terminated and escorted home
in tears, her expectations having been lowered even further that she could have imagined.
We are a leader in providing Risk Management solutions to Public Entity and Scholastic organizations. We provide:




First Dollar or Deductible Programs
Pools, Captives, or Risk Retention Groups

Large or small, we’ll be your partner in providing Risk Management services for your Public Entity.
Please contact Richard Terlecki or Mary Albee at (800) 524-0191 for more information.
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Emelia’s Safety Corner
Safety tip of the Month

Lightning Safety Rules
By Carolyn Henry, Jefferson County Safety Coordinator

According to storm data from the National Weather Service, the U.S. has averaged 54 reported lightning fatalities annually over the last 30 years. While only about 10 percent of people who are struck by lightning are killed, 90 percent
are left with varying degrees of devastating disabilities.
Lightning strikes with the power of 125,000,000 volts of electricity–enough to run a 100-watt bulb for 3 months. This jolt
of electricity can kill a human or leave him with permanent neurological damage. In fact, the American Meteorological
Society reports that lightning is second only to floods in causes of storm-related deaths in the United States. Understanding basic safety rules for dealing with lightning can help keep you alive and well during a storm.


30/30 Rule - The 30/30 rule helps you determine when to take cover from lightning and how soon it is safe to come
out. The first 30 refers to the time between lightning and thunder (flash to bang ratio.) If you hear thunder within 30
seconds of a lightning flash, the storm is close and you should take cover immediately. The second 30 refers to
how long you should remain under cover to be safe. Once you don’t see lightning or hear thunder for at least 30
minutes, you’ll know that the storm has passed and it’s safe to return to your normal activities.



Finding Shelter - Your first choice for shelter during a lightning storm is a large, enclosed building, such as a
house or public building. Houses and enclosed buildings are the safest shelters because they have an abundance
of grounding paths that electrical currents can follow to reach the ground. Such paths may include a steel framework, plumbing, cable, or telephone phones.
Avoid unsafe shelters. Unless specifically designed to be lightning safe, small structures do little, if anything, to
protect occupants from lightning. Many small open shelters on athletic fields, golf courses, parks, roadside picnic areas, schoolyards and elsewhere are designed to protect people from rain and sun, but not lightning. A
shelter that does not contain plumbing or wiring throughout, or some other mechanism for grounding from the
roof to the ground is not safe. Small wooden, vinyl, or metal sheds offer little or no protection from lightning and
should be avoided during thunderstorms.
If you are driving a car, pull off the roadway and park. Stay in the car with the windows closed and turn on the
emergency flashers. The safest car is one that has a solid metal roof and sides. Keep the doors and windows
shut. As in a building, stay towards the center of the car and don’t touch anything that might conduct electricity
from the outside, including the doors, steering wheel and ignition.



How Lightning enters a house or building - There are three main ways lightning enters homes and buildings:
(1) a direct strike, (2) through wires or pipes that extend outside the structure, and (3) through the ground. Regardless of the method of entrance once in a structure, the lightning can travel through the electrical, phone, plumbing,
and radio/television reception systems. Lightning can also travel through any metal wires or bars in concrete walls or
flooring



Stay safe while inside - Once inside, stay away from anything that may come into contact with lightning. Move to
inner rooms of the building. Phone use is the leading cause of indoor lightning injuries in the United States. Lightning
can travel long distances in both phone and electrical wires, particularly in rural areas. Don’t use the telephone (cell
and cordless phones are ok) or electrical appliances, since lightning can strike outside your house and carry the
charge through the wires.
Stay at least a few feet away from open windows, sinks, toilets, tubs, showers, electric boxes and outlets, and
appliances. Lightening can flow through these systems and “jump” to a person. Do not shower or take a bath
during a thunder or lightning storm, Also stay away from metal objects that can conduct electricity such as faucets, pipes, and radiators. Do not lie on the concrete floor of a garage as it likely contains a wire mesh.
Continued on page 22...
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Lightning Safety Rules, Continued from page 21...
In general, basements are a safe place to go during thunderstorms. However, avoid contact with concrete walls
which may contain metal reinforcing bars. Avoid washers and dryers since they not only have contacts with the
plumbing and electrical systems, but also contain an electrical path to the outside through the dryer vent. Avoid
damp basement floors or other areas with excessive moisture, which are ground current danger zones.

Lightning struck the fence, and the electrical
current traveled along the fence killing the
cows.
Photo courtesy Ruth Lyon-Bateman



Last Resort Outdoor Risk Reduction - If you can’t get to shelter, move away from objects and areas that
can attract or conduct lightning. Stay away from water and wet objects, isolated tall objects and trees,
machinery (such as farm equipment), metal fences, railroad tracks, power lines and poles, and shorelines
which can carry current for long distances.
Try to move to an area of lower elevation. Avoid open fields, the top of a hill or a ridge top. If you are camping
in an open area, set up camp in a valley, ravine or other low area. Remember, a tent offers NO protection from
lighting.
If your skin tingles or your hair stands on the end, a lightning strike may be about to happen. Since lightning is
attracted to the tallest object around, keep yourself low to the ground. If you are caught without shelter place
yourself in a lightning crouch:

Crouch down on the balls of your feet with your feet close together.
Keep your hands on your knees and lower you head.
Get as low as possible without touching your hands or knees to the ground.
DO NOT LIE DOWN!

If you have a sleeping pad or other insulating material, place it under your feet to protect yourself from lightning traveling
through the ground. If you’re in a group, remain 30 to 50 feet apart so that lightning won’t travel between you. Keeping
yourselves separate ensures that if one person is struck, someone else will survive to get help.


Helping Someone Struck by Lightning - When someone is struck by lightning, get emergency medical help
as soon as possible. If more than one person is struck by lightning, treat those who are unconscious first. They
are of greatest risk of dying. A person struck by lightning may appear dead, with no pulse or breath. Often the
person can be revived with CPR. There is no danger to anyone helping a person who has been struck by lightning - no electric charge remains. CPR should be attempted immediately.
Treat those who are injured but conscious next. Common injuries from being struck by lightning are burns,
wounds, and fractures.
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August is National Immunization Awareness Month!
National Immunization Awareness Month is a reminder that we all need vaccines throughout our lives.
That’s right. The need for immunizations doesn’t end with childhood. Each year, thousands of adults in the United
States suffer serious health problems, are hospitalized, or even die from diseases that could be prevented by vaccines,
including influenza, whooping cough, certain bacterial infections, hepatitis A and B, shingles, and even some cancers
such as cervical cancer and liver cancer.
While many recognize that a flu vaccine is recommended every year, few adults are aware of the need for other vaccines to help protect their health. Protection from some childhood immunizations wears off over time, leaving you vulnerable to disease. For example, there has been a rise in cases of whooping cough in the last few years with over
41,000 cases being reported in 2012. Protection from the DTaP whooping cough vaccine given to children doesn’t last
into adulthood, so all adults are now recommended to get one dose of Tdap whooping cough vaccine.
Adults may also be recommended for certain vaccines due to their age, job, hobbies, travel, or health condition. Other
vaccines may be recommended if they didn’t get certain vaccines as children.
Some adults, including older adults and those that have chronic health conditions, may be at higher risk for serious
complications from some vaccine-preventable diseases. For example, because older age increases the chance of getting shingles, CDC recommends that adults get the shingles vaccine once they turn 60 years old.
People with diabetes, heart disease, and COPD or asthma, even if well managed, are more likely than those without
these conditions to have complications from the flu. To prevent possible complications like pneumonia, people with
these chronic conditions should get a pneumococcal polysaccharide vaccine in addition to a yearly flu vaccine.
But those aren’t the only reasons to stay up-to-date on vaccinations.
Adult immunization is necessary because it not only protects the person receiving the vaccine, but also helps prevent
the spread of certain diseases to loved ones and those in the community who are most vulnerable to disease (like
those with weakened immune systems and infants).
Sources: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention & National Public Health Information Coalition

Did You Know?
ALL MACOHCT MEDICAL PLANS COVER CDC RECOMMENDED VACCINATIONS AT 100% because:

HEALTHY MEMBERS = LOWER MEDICAL CLAIMS
& LOWER PREMIUM RATES FOR THE ENTIRE MACoHCT RISK
RISK--SHARING

IT’S
ALL
ABOUT
IT’S
ALL
ABOUTTRUST
TRUST
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“Harold, I have a
question for you”
By Harold Blattie, MACo Executive Director

The words I hear more often than any others. As
you can imagine, I get some really interesting questions. I have always kept a little mental list of the
question of the week, month, year or for all
time. Until recently, the hands down all time winner
was whether or not a cemetery could allow someone
to walk around the cemetery property dowsing for
unmarked graves.
My immediate knee-jerk response was to ask
whether they planned to use a forked stick or
bent welding rods. OK – That was a pretty sorry
response.
After looking up the statues related to
unmarked grave sites and other sources, we concluded that there wasn’t anything prohibiting someone from doing that. Not sure what ever happened
(and I darned sure did not ask) but I am guessing
they either did not do it or didn’t find anything
because I never heard anything more.
A close contender for all-time best came in
recently. A county commission needed to make an
appointment to fill a cemetery board member
position and had received the following “request”
from the present cemetery board chair:

timely attendance as assigned, a minimum of
eight hours of duty, cooking 20 dozen home
cooked cookies for the event, and erecting
and the take down of canopies as necessary.
5) Will personally participate on an equal basis
with other board members in Cemetery cleanup work days.
6) Understand that the Board Chair is the only
person authorized to speak about Board
business to the public/Commissioners/
media.
Finally, since most of the Cemetery Board's work
will be completed within the next 2 months for
this calendar year it is requested that the Board
be granted an up to one year "put" on this
appointee. That is to say if the new appointee
fails to fulfill all of the normal duties of board
members as previously noted the Board has the
right to advise the Commissioners of the failed
performance of the appointee and request another appointee in his/her place. With so much
work to be done by so few the Board cannot
afford a non-performing member for a normal
term length.
I have no idea how to respond.

Before the appointment to the Big Sky County
Cemetery Board is accomplished it is requested
that the Cemetery Board have the unanimous
concurrence of the Commissioners that their appointee:
1) Agree today to the Commissioners and the
Board to be a fully active and participating
member.
2) Understand that he/she will be voted Secretary of the Board and will be required to fulfill
all of the attendant duties of a board secretary.
3) Will actively participate on an equal basis
with all other board members in various fund
raising activities
4) Will participate in the twice annual weekend long cookie stops at the Dana Mora rest
area near Saltese. Participation includes
MACo News • Volume 42, Number 9 • September 2013
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Please join Senator Max Baucus,
The Montana Chamber of Commerce Foundation, and
Montana Tech
for the 6th Montana Economic Development Summit
September 16 & 17, 2013
Butte, MT
The goal of the summit is simple:
Boost the state’s economy by finding
Montana solutions for Montana jobs
The 2013 Summit will bring together national leaders and Montana businesses while providing the
resources to foster the entrepreneurial spirit in Montana - all to boost the state’s economy and create
good-paying jobs. Keynote speakers headlining this year’s summit will be some of the biggest
names in business: Elon Musk, Sheryl Sandberg, Jim McNerney, Safra Catz, Ryan Lance, and Fred
Smith.
Through a series of hands-on workshops, presentations and networking events, the top-flight guests
will put their heads together with Montanans to find innovative solutions to spur new business and
create good-paying jobs in the state. In addition to hearing from world-renowned leaders, the summit
will feature breakout sessions on issues ranging from harnessing entrepreneurship to boosting
exports.
To register go to: http://montanajobssummit.com/register/
If you have any questions, please check us out online at www.MontanaJobsSummit.com
Or call Senator Baucus’ office at 202-224-2651
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County trims $2.5M from budget
By Alan Lewis Gerstenecker, Western News

Lincoln County Commissioners have teamed with Lincoln County Clerk Tammy Lauer to hammer out a
$15.566 million 2013-14 budget that is $2.5 million leaner than the one submitted last year.
“We’d like to take credit for all the cutting, but we can’t,” Presiding Commissioner Tony Berget said Monday. “So many people have stepped up to do their part.”
The 2012-13 budget appropriated $18.66 million to run the county.
While the county has tightened its belt, Berget said some of the cuts resulted from expired grants and
other revenue sources.
Berget explained since the county lost about $2.7 million in the form of Secure Rural Schools funding,
officials have been looking at ways of cutting the budget. The county used that money to fund the Road
Department.
The current budget still allows for $14.83 million in cash reserves, but that account is $2.71 million lighter
than the previous year.
“We can’t help that,” Berget said. “Cash reserves are going to go down, but we want to minimize the effect. We don’t want what’s going on in Sanders County.”
Nearby Sanders County does not have as much money stashed away Lincoln County, and commissioners there are looking at layoffs.
In achieving the leaner preliminary budget, Berget specifically mentioned sacrifices made by the Lincoln
County Sheriff’s Department.
“Roby (Bowe) and Brent (Faulkner) have really stepped up. That and (Treasurer) Nancy (Trotter Higgins)
are doing things now that will make future cuts easier,” he said.
Berget said the county is not finished tightening its belt, indicating the county will need to cut a full fifth of
its budget of a year ago during the next four or five years.
The Sheriff’s Department squeezed out about $209,000 from last year’s $3.899 million budget.
The 2013-14 General Fund is $1.18 million leaner.
Other significant cuts include the Library Fund and the Planning Fund of about $25,000 each.
The Extension Service, which saw the full-time position trimmed to half-time, realized a $17,568 cut.
Also, the Search & Rescue appropriation dropped by nearly $10,000 to $9,716.
“We’ll see if we can get it done,” Berget said.
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Carter County
Construction continues on the Carter County Courthouse. The new
addition on the west side
of the courthouse building is taking shape, rising from the basement
with outside walls now in
place.
New energy efficient
windows are being installed around the original structure, and wells
for the new ground
source heating and cooling system have been
drilled and connected to
the building.
With the new windows in place, new siding will be added. And
when the outside structure is complete, the inside work will continue
into the fall.

Custer County
In mid-August there
was a public meeting on
the proposed Custer
County Detention Center
project.
Hosted by the county
commissioners and the
Miles City Area Economic Development Council,
the meeting featured a
presentation
on
the
design of the new facility
and a question/answer
session with local law
enforcement on why a
facility is needed. Mike
Stevenson of Stevenson
Designs was also on
hand to answer design
questions.
“I thought the meeting went very well, and
there were some great

questions asked,” said
Custer County Sheriff
Tony Harbaugh. “Folks
had legitimate questions, and I hope we
were able to answer
them.”
The meeting was
scheduled to give community members a
brief history of the project, as well as an outline of costs associated
with it. A general Bond
Issue Election will take
place in September,
with ballots sent to voters on August 16th.
Brochures outlining the
project can also be
found at local banks,
the Main Street Grind,
the Miles City Area
Chamber
of
Commerce,
the
Custer
County
Courthouse,
the 600 Restaurant
and the Miles City Star.
Harbaugh said he’s
hopeful voters will educate themselves on the
need for the new facility before making a final
decision.
“I think everyone
would agree with the
need for a new facility,”
he said. “Our asking
voters to support this
project is to assure
them they would be
getting the best bang
for their buck. The
groups that are working on this project
knew going in that a
new facility would have
to be cost effective and
efficient, and I think the
design has accomplished that.”
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Gallatin County
Beginning this fall,
the Gallatin County
Sheriff’s Office will contract with Three Forks
to provide law enforcement for the town.
The Three Forks
City Council voted
unanimously to replace
the town’s police officers with deputies from
the sheriff’s office.
“It’s absolutely a
win-win,” said Gallatin
County Sheriff Brian
Gootkin.
The Three Forks
Police Department has
been staffed with two
officers and a chief.
But manpower has
been down since the
chief resigned in February, leaving only two
officers on patrol.
As per the five year
contract with Gallatin
County, two sheriff’s
deputies and a sergeant will be assigned
to the Three Forks area. Gallatin County
deputies will take over
Sept.1.
“Now, no matter
what happens, they will
always have consistent

coverage,” Gootkin said.
“They’re going to have a
level of service that they
haven’t seen before.”

Golden Valley
County
Golden Valley Sheriff
Floyd Fisher announced
that he has selected an
undersheriff to fill the
vacancy left by the resignation of Joe Woodard.
Guy Stefani was
sworn in the first week of
August and began work
immediately. The undersheriff grew up in Broadview and graduated from
high school there. He
has
completed
law
enforcement
training
through the Army National Guard but doesn’t
have any experience as
yet.
Fisher said Stefani
would attend the Montana Law Enforcement
Academy
in
midSeptember to gain certification for the state.
The undersheriff will
reside in Lavina, Fisher
said, positioning the two
county law enforcement
officers is separate areas of the county. Fisher
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lives in Ryegate.

Granite County
After
about
four
months, recycling has
once again returned to
Granite County.
“People have been
really asking about it,”
said solid waste secretary Cindy Reinschmidt.
Starting at the beginning of August, Drummond-based
Granite
Disposal placed and
opened for use a number of recycling bins in
both Philipsburg and
Drummond. Owner Rick
Robinson had proposed
the idea to the county
back in May and the
Commissioners had accepted the idea and
agreed to allow him to
put the bins into place.
“They were glad to
see this start,” said Reinschmidt about the commissioners.
The bins in Drummond are located at the
solid waste transfer site
outside of the gate and
are accessible at any
time. In Philipsburg they
are located by the old
county shop on the north
side of school hill.
“He has labels on all
of them.” said Reinschmidt.
There are a number
of bins at the sites and
recyclers will have to
sort their materials and
deposit them in the appropriate bins.

Ravalli County
County
30

Treasurer

Marie Keeton has submitted a letter of resignation to become effective an the end of
the month. Keeton told
the Bitterroot Star that
her resignation had
nothing to do with the
job.
“I’ve been extremely happy with my job
here at the county and
I very much appreciate
the opportunity that I
was given to serve as
Treasurer,” said Keeton. She said her reasons for resigning are
personal and have to
do with family issues.

he said.
Commission Chairman Jim Reno said his
intent will be for the
commission to appoint
a search committee to
recommend three candidates to replace Herman.
Commissioners will
appoint a new justice
of the peace to fill

Herman’s
unexpired
term.
Yellowstone County has two justices of
the peace. Justice of
the Peace Pedro Hernandez has been on
the bench for 39 years,
having been appointed
in 1974 and winning
re-election every four
years since.

Yellowstone
County
Yellowstone County Justice of the Peace
Larry Herman will retire
at the end of the year
after serving 16 years
on the bench, leaving
one year left in his
term.
Herman notified the
county commissioners
of his resignation in a
letter in early August.
“I have enjoyed my
time serving as a justice of the peace for
Yellowstone
County.
The time has come for
me to retire,” Herman
said in his letter.
Herman’s four-year
term
expires
on
December 31, 2014.
“By giving my formal
notice now, the commission will have five
months to seek a qualified person to serve as
justice of the peace,”
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Calendar of Events
Calendar of Events

Legislative Meetings

(Please see the MACo website for
more detailed information at www.mtcounties.org)

(Please see the MACo website for
more detailed information at www.mtcounties.org)

September 2013
17 - 19
22 - 26
27 - 28

Montana County Treasurers Association
Convention - Fairmont
MACo’s 104th Annual Conference - Helena
Montana State Library Fall Workshops- Helena

October 2013
7 - 10

FEMA L958 NIMS ICA ALL-Hazards
Operations Section Chief - Great Falls

September 2013
9 - 10 Water Policy Interim Committee
12 - 13 Environmental Quality Council
Energy & Telecommunications Interim
Committee
16 - 17 CFH & HS Interim Committee
23 - 24 Revenue & Transportation Interim Committee

December 2013
2- 5

Elected Officials Training - MACo Building

Board of Directors

MACo STAFF

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
President
Greg Chilcott, Ravalli County
1st Vice President
Joe Briggs, Cascade County
2nd Vice President
Dave Schulz, Madison County
Fiscal Officer
Mike McGinley, Beaverhead County
Urban Representative
Andy Hunthausen, Lewis & Clark County
Immediate Past President
Connie Eissinger, McCone County
PAST PRESIDENTS
John Ostlund, Yellowstone County
Carl Seilstad, Fergus County
Mike McGinley, Beaverhead
John Prinkki, Carbon County
Bill Kennedy, Yellowstone County
Carol Brooker, Sanders County
DISTRICT CHAIRS
1. Richard Dunbar, Phillips County
2. Douglas Buxbaum, Dawson County
3 Bill Loehding, Carter County
4. Russ Tempel, Liberty County
5. Ben Ober, Toole County
6. Ken Ronish, Fergus County
7. Gerald Dell, Stillwater County
8. Mike Murray, Lewis & Clark County
9. Marty Malone, Park County
10. Bill Barron, Lake County
11. Jean Curtiss, Missoula County
12. Tom Rice, Beaverhead County
ELECTED OFFICIALS ASSOCIATION REPS
County Attorneys - Leo Gallagher, Lewis &
Clark County
Clerk & Recorders - Tammy Lauer, Lincoln
County
Clerks of Court - June Little, Park County
Clerks of Court - Connie Mattfield, Musselshell
County
Magistrates - Gary Olsen, Broadwater County
School Superintendents - Susan Beley,
Wheatland County
Sheriffs & Peace Officers - Chris Hoffman,
Ravalli County
Treasurers - Jackie Becker, McCone County

Harold Blattie, Executive Director
Sheryl Wood, Associate Director
Vacant, Finance Director/CFO
Sara McGowan, Accounting Technician
Karen Houston, Meeting Planner
Shantil Siaperas, Legislative Coordinator
Sharon Wilson, Administrative Assistant
Greg Jackson, JPIA/JPA Trust
Administrator
Shannon Shanholtzer, JPIA/JPA Associate
Trust Administrator
Emelia McEwen, Sr. Loss Control
Specialist
Jim Muskovich, Loss Control Specialist
Mike Sehestedt, General Counsel
Carol Knight, Legal Assistant
Greg Bonilla, Managing Defense Counsel
Maureen Lennon, Defense Counsel
Beth O’Halloran, Defense Counsel
Kimberly Potter, Legal Assistant
Keith Stapley, Claims Administrator
Dennis Jupka, Senior Claims Specialist
Wendy Sesselman, Workers’ Comp Claims
Supervisor
Bonnie Knopf, Claims Data Specialist
Christine Holling, Senior Claims Rep.
Liz Krzan, Claims Rep.
Shelley Murphy, Claims Support Specialist
Alyce Bailey, HCT Associate Trust
Administrator
Laurie Goltry, HCT Program Coordinator
Pam Walling, HCT Marketing Coordinator
Vacant, HCT Marketing Coordinator
Tom Beneventi, Custodian / Maintenance
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ASSOCIATE
MEMBERS
Diamond
Member
Arthur Gallagher
Risk Management
Services
MT Dept. of
Commerce

Silver Members
Nationwide
Retirement
Solutions

Copper Member
MDU Resources
Anderson
ZurMuehlen
& Company P.C.
GovTeller

AFFILIATE
MEMBER
Montana Association
of County Road
Supervisors (MACRS)
Thank you to our
Members!

Bronze Members
Dorsey & Whitney
Morrison-Maierle
Collection Bureau
Services
Ameresco, Inc.
Montana
Correctional
Enterprises
WGM Group

For information on
how to become an
Associate Member,
visit our website at
www.mtcounties.org
or call
406-449-4360

2013 Directory of
Montana County
Officials
is available now
Purchase your copy today at
www.mtcounties.org
Just $15.00!
MACo NEWS
Ph: 449-4360 Fax: 442-5238
maco@mtcounties.org

31

