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Hokama Becomes  
NACo President 

Vows to help strengthen county 
transportation and infrastructure services  

 
Council Member Riki Hokama, Maui County, Hawaii  
was installed as president of the National Association 
of Counties (NACo). The swearing-in took place on 

the final day of NACo’s 79th Annual Conference held in Orleans Parish (New Orleans), 
La. Hokama is the second Hawaiian to hold the position. 
 
“I am honored to serve as NACo’s president and help counties provide much-needed 
services to residents across the country,” said Hokama. “Counties are the leaders on a 
wide range of issues, and I will work to make sure that we are well-prepared and well-
represented at the federal level.” 
 
Since 2001, Hokama has been active in NACo as a member of the Board of Directors, 
Financial Services Corporation Board of Directors, Election Reform Task Force, Audit 
Committee, Membership Committee, Presidential Theme Advisory Committee, Finance 
Committee and Governance and Structure Task Force. He also served as chair of 
NACo’s Transportation Steering Committee. 
 
During his address to conference delegates, Hokama announced his presidential initia-
tive to strengthen counties’ ability to deliver transportation and infrastructure services to 
their communities. His Transportation and Infrastructure Initiative will address the county 
role in promoting investments that support economic competitiveness, improve passen-
ger travel, foster creative partnerships, ensure safety and enhance community quality of 
life.  
 
“A top priority is to reauthorize MAP-21, a surface transportation bill, and to secure fund-
ing for the Highway Trust Fund,” said Hokama. “My Presidential Initiative is also flexible 
enough to include other transportation and infrastructure issues such as airports, tech-
nology and hospitals. There is a significant need to re-invest in America.” 
 
Counties play an essential role in America’s transportation and infrastructure networks. 
Investing over $100 billion each year in roads, bridges, transit, water systems and other 
public facilities, counties facilitate everything from Americans’ daily commutes to the 
shipping of goods around the globe.  
 
Counties are responsible for building and maintaining 45 percent of public roads and 
nearly 40 percent of bridges, and are involved in the operations of a third of the nation’s 
transit systems and airports that connect residents, communities and businesses. 
 
Hokama was first elected to public office in 1978 as a delegate to the Hawaii State Con-
stitutional Convention. Later, he was elected to serve on the Maui County Council from 
1999 to 2009 and again in 2011. He is chair of the Council’s Policy Committee and has 
been an advocate for the job creation, services for young and elderly residents and fis-
cally-responsible government. 
 
Raised on the island of Lanai, Hokama graduated from the University of Hawaii with a 
Bachelor of Arts Degree in Sociology.  
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FLATHEAD COUNTY HOSTS THE 

MACo 105th Annual Conference 
 
 
 

September 21 - 25, 2014 
 

Online registration is now Open ! 
 

It’s time to register for MACo’s 105th Annual Conference which will be held at the  
Hilton Garden Inn, 1840 US Hwy 93 S., Kalispell. 

Please register to help us better estimate attendance.  
 

Online registration ends September 15th  
 

Go to: www.mtcounties.org to register 
 

* Registration will be available at the door for an additional fee *  
 

If you have any questions or need any additional information 
please contact Karen Houston, MACo Meeting Planner, at: 

449-4360 or khouston@mtcounties.org 

 

http://www.mtcounties.org
mailto:khouston@mtcounties.org
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2014 Summer District Meeting Schedule 
(organized by date) 

Meeting Date District Host City Venue 

Monday 
August 11 

6 & 7 
District 

 7 
Billings 

MetraPark 
Rimrock Auto Arena, 

 2nd Floor 

Tuesday  
August 12 

1, 2 & 3 
District  

3 
Miles City 

Town & Country Golf 
Club House 

Wednesday 
August 13 

4 & 5 
District  

5 
Choteau Courthouse Annex 

Thursday 
August 21 

10 & 11 
District 

11 
Polson 

Public Health Building 
Conference Room 

Friday  
August 22 

8, 9, & 
12 

District 
8 

Helena MACo Conference Room 

http://www.truenorthsteel.com


MACo News • Volume 43, Number 8  • August 2014 4 

MACo News 
A report on the National Association of Counties 

Environment, Energy and Land Use Committee and 
NACo Board of Directors  
New Orleans, Louisiana 

July 11-12, 2014  
 

It was once again an honour and privilege to represent the Montana Association of Counties on the National Association 

of Counties, Energy, Environment and Land Use Steering Committee (EELU), and the Board of Directors. 

 

We began our meetings on July 11th to discuss the proposed resolutions that were submitted within the required 30 

days prior to the meeting, which is to allow for review by committee members in advance of the meeting. 

 

The following Platform changes were considered; 

1) Clean Water Act Section 404 Permitting; Added language that states, “NACo urges the federal government to im-

prove the CWA Sect. 404 permit process by the US COE; Remove the routine maintenance of human made   public 

flood protection facilities and infrastructure from the S 404 permit process when no endangered species   habitat are 

present, and extend the CWA general permit term for routine maintenance from five to ten years. The Platform 

change was adopted unanimously by the EELU committee, NACo Board and membership. 

2) Clean up Marine Debris; NACo supports federal efforts to address the increasing problem of marine debris. (Ect.) 

The proposed platform change was adopted unanimously by the EELU committee and the NACo Board and  mem-

bership. 

3) Issuance of gas permits: Under NACo National Energy Policy; NACo seeks a comprehensive and integrated ap-

proach to a national energy policy that: • Balances increased domestic oil and gas production on public and privately 

owned lands , including issuance of oil and gas permits in a timely fashion. 

 The proposed platform change was adopted unanimously by the EELU committee and by the NACo Board and 

 membership.  

These resolutions and proposed policy were discussed first on Friday morning, and then opened for debate and voting 

Saturday. 

1) On improving Water Quality Planning through Regional Watersheds; NACo recommends increased funding for   

water quality and wastewater management projects at the regional watershed planning level as dictated through 

Section 208 of the Clean Water Act through the EPA Revolving Loan Fund and grants.  The resolution was passed 

by a unanimous vote.  The NACo Board of Directors and membership subsequently passed the resolution by a 

unanimous vote. 

2) Supporting Affordable and Reliable Energy; The proposed policy would urge Congress and the Administration to    

re-evaluate restrictions on the mining, transportation and burning of coal. NACo believes the EPA’s existing rules, 

regulations and standards should be further studied to fully understand the costs and benefits on electric utility    

operations, electricity availability and capacity, electric rates; the economic impacts to manufacturers and the      

economic and health impacts to communities and consumers.   The resolution passed the EELU Committee     

unanimously. The NACo Board and membership also passed the resolution unanimously. 

3) Promoting a level playing field for Certified Forest Products in Green Buildings; NACo urges the adoption of federal, 

state and local government policies that recognize multiple green building rating programs in order to maintain a 

neutral position with regard to forest products certified by American Tree Farm System, Forest Stewardship Council, 

and the Sustainable Forestry Initiative. Passed by EELU unanimously and by the NACo Board and membership 

unanimously.            

4) Utility Distribution Generation Policies and Regulations; NACo encourages federal agencies and Congress to work 

collaboratively with all stakeholders to update net metering policies. These policies should include various ap-

proaches that include equitable and sustainable policies for distributed generation integration and operation, respect 

regional diversity, ensure electric rates are fair and affordable and that all customers have safe and reliable electrici-

ty. The resolution passed EELU unanimously and was subsequently passed by the NACo Board and membership.                                                                      
                             Continued on page 5...                              
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                                              NACo  EELU Committee Report 

 Continued from page 4… 

 

5) On support of the Keystone XL Pipeline; NACo urges the Department of State and the Administration to expedite 

 the comprehensive review and submission for approval process, the Presidential Permit for the Keystone XL Pipe

 line and other petroleum pipelines. 

A. After the Friday meeting with the EELU committee, Richard Dunbar and I discussed the resolution as submit-

ted. We both thought that goals in the original resolution had been met, but that it was now time for President 

Obama to grant the Presidential Permit for the Keystone XL Pipeline. We decided to propose an amendment 

to our own resolution that would simply state, NACo urges Presidential or Congressional approval of the 

Keystone XL Pipeline. The Public Lands committee had claimed this resolution and was to vote on it Satur-

day morning before the EELU committee would meet later that afternoon. The amendment was made in  

Public Lands by Greg Chilcott and the resolution was adopted by Public Lands unanimously. When it came 

before the EELU committee, it was more heavily debated, but passed on a 41to 8 vote. It was subsequently 

adopted by the NACO Board and membership without any discussion.  

 

WOTUS; Friday afternoon at 3:00 PM, The EELU Committee heard from a Ms. Stoner, legal counsel for the US EPA 

regarding the Waters Of The United Sates rule making. Ms. Stoner gave an hour long presentation on the impacts the 

changes in the Clean Water Act regulations would have regarding what waters are jurisdictional. The main issue for  

concern to local and state governments is that of whether storm water drain ditches and road side barrow ditches would 

be regulated by the Corps Of Engineers. After her presentation, Mark Ward Utah Association of County Commissioners, 

who had done his homework, asked MS. Stoner if he had heard her correctly. Mark confronted her with language within 

the proposed regulation that contradicted what MS. Stoner had stated. Ms. Stoner that ‘well you have to understand that 

these rules and regulations are very complicated’.  

 

The Utah Association of Counties has written a letter to the Gina McCarthy, Administrator, US EPA and to Bob          

Perciasepe, Deputy Administrator pointing out the contradictions and flippant attitude about the complexity of the       

regulations. Ms. Stoners presentation seems somewhat disingenuous.  A copy of the letter is provided in the PDF link.  

    
 

The NACo Board of Directors met to review the financial condition of NACo and the various programs that NACo offers 

membership. NACo is very sound and operated under budget by approximately $250,000. 

 

Federal Minimum Wage; During the discussion about committee platform and resolutions recommendations, Beaver-

head County Commissioner, Mike McGinley attempted to have the NACo Board segregate a resolution that would ask 

for a federal minimum wage increase. There was a lot of confusion and parliamentary procedure problems with the man-

ner in which NACo President Linda Langston managed the discussion. Mike’s motion to segregate was eventually voted 

down. The issue of NACo support for an increase in the Federal Minimum Wage was segregated for debate in the Gen-

eral Session where all platform changes and resolutions were voted on. The author of the resolution had offered to 

amend it so that the resolution simply recommended that Congress study minimum wage issues, and not set a higher 

minimum wage. This led to great debate among the supporters of the original resolution. A voice vote was attempted but 

was inconclusive. A state by state vote was called with each county in each state being able to vote through their state 

representative. The issue regarding the proposed increase in the federal minimum wage took over an hour. The resolu-

tion as amended passed. I do not remember the tally. NACo now supports the study of a federal minimum wage effect 

on local communities. 

 

Thank you again for your confidence and allowing me to represent MACo on a national level. Please feel free to contact 

me with any questions. 

 

John Prinkki 

Carbon County Commissioner     

UAC letter re EPA July 

11th presentation at NACo in New Orleans.pdf

http://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&ved=0CB8QFjAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.kfb.org%2FAssets%2Fuploads%2Fimages%2Fcapitolgovernment%2Futahassocofcountiesepa71814.pdf&ei=xf3fU631LOq78gGGk4HQBQ&usg=AFQjCNGXJ0c1x_CCKhhDsoY2sS93bv1QAg&bvm=bv.72197243,d.b2U&cad=rja
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2014 NACo Annual Conference Report 

Community Economic Development & Workforce 
Committee Meeting 

Submitted by Mike McGinley 
Beaverhead County Commissioner 

 
 

 
On Saturday, July 12, 2014 the Community Economic Development & Workforce Steering Committee met during the 
NACo Annual Conference in New Orleans, Louisiana.  This Steering Committee has two Subcommittees; a Community 
& Housing Subcommittee and an Economic & Workforce Development Subcommittee. 
 
On Saturday morning, the Economic Development Subcommittee meet with three speakers on the agenda. 
 
The first speaker was Blanche Shoupe, President of the National Workforce Association.  Ms. Shoupe talked about the 
Finalized Workforce Re-authorization Legislation that expired in 2003.  She provided an update on the latest legislative 
developments and implications for local and state governments.  She also discussed ways in which local governments 
are addressing local workforce challenges through better economic development planning and innovative partnerships. 
 
The next speakers were from the Bureau of Economic Analysis, U.S. Department of Commerce. They were Lucus Hitt, 
Chief of Communications and Mauricio Ortiz, Chief of the Income Branch.  These two Commerce officials provided an 
overview of the U.S. economy, as well as discussing the Bureau of Economic Analysis data information. They also gave 
a presentation on the Local Area Personal Income (LAPI) Data, a critical component for federal funding used by states to 
qualify for various forms of federal assistance.   
 
The last speaker was Mary Ryckman, Senior Policy Advisor, Office of U.S. Trade Representative (USTR).  She provided 
an update on the U.S. trade agenda and the National Export Initiative, the Global Development Strategy, and a few other 
USTR initiatives.   
 
Last on the Subcommittee’s agenda was the updating of the platform for the Steering Committee and discussing of Com-
mittee resolutions.  We dealt with proposed resolutions, six which passed with a unanimous vote.  The resolution on In-
creasing the Federal Minimum Wage drew a lively discussion. This resolution was finally pass by a 17 to 14 vote to take 
it to the full Committee.  This past March, at the Legislative Conference in D.C., this same resolution was voted down by 
the Steering Committee by a 14 to 17 vote.  The resolution came back to the Annual Conference because it was passed 
by the Finance Committee in March with a split vote. 
 
Saturday afternoon, the Steering Committee met with the four speakers on the agenda. 
 
They were: 
 
· Cliff Taffet, Acting Assistant Secretary, Community Planning, Department of HUD 
 
· Jay Williams, Assistant Secretary, Economic Development, Department of Commerce 
 
· Portia Wu, Assistant Secretary, Employment & Training, Department of Labor 
 
· Coleen Landkamer, Department of Agriculture, Rural Development Minnesota State Director (John Rogers in Montana) 
 
But, once again, the platform changes and resolutions took up most of the time allotted for this meeting. 
 
The Steering Committee once again passed the platform changes and six resolutions unanimously. Again, there was 
lively discussion on the Federal Minimum Wage.  It was finally passed by a 22 to 17 vote to take it to the whole member-
ship. 
 

Continued on page 7... 



MACo News • Volume 43, Number 8  • August 2014 7 

MACo News 
Community Economic Development & Workforce Committee Meeting 

Continued from page 6... 
 
I advised the Chairman that we would like to have a minority report prepared and read for the membership.  Lew Gaitor 
Commissioner from Larimer County, Colorado and I prepared the minority report, which is on page 8 of this newsletter. 
 
This Minimum Wage Resolution was again addressed at the NACo Board meeting in its resolution process.  After a 
lengthy parliamentary procedure process discussion, this resolution was once again voted to be passed on to the whole 
membership. 
 
On Monday morning, Commissioner Gaitor and I met with the NACo Executive Officers along with the author of the reso-
lution.  The following compromise language was agreed upon: 
 
· Remove the automatic COLA increase  
· Replace the word “increase” in the phrase “have Congress increase minimum wage” with the phrase “have Congress 

address minimum wage.” 
 
So after a long and passionate discussion on the floor of the membership meeting with 2,500 people, this resolution was 
finally passed with the compromise language. 
 
I am sure this issue will come up again.  I appreciate the opportunity to serve Montana on this Steering Committee at the 
National Conference. 

Caught on Camera at the NACo Annual Conference 
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Continued from page 7... 
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2014 NACo Annual Conference WIR Report 

Submitted by Lesley Robinson, Phillips County  Commissioner,  
Mike Murray, Lewis & Clark County Commissioner,  
and Greg Chilcott, Ravalli County Commissioner 

National Association of Counties (NACo) Annual meeting in New Orleans 
July 11-15. The annual conference is when policy is developed to guide NACo for 

the next year. 

Commissioner Mike Murray is the chairman of the Public Lands committee. Commissioner Robinson is a 
vice chairman. This committee passed forty one resolutions. Far more than any other committee at NACo. 
Some examples are supporting legislation to reform the Endangered Species Act (ESA), opposition to listing 
the Greater Sage Grouse as an endangered species, supporting legislation to amend the Equal Access to 
Justice Act, supporting funding for Payment in Lieu of Taxes (PILT) from the Land and Water Conservation 
Fund, and supporting an amendment to the Antiquities Act to require approval of Congress and the affected 
State and local governments. President Riki Hokama of Hawaii appointed Mike Murray and Lesley Robinson 
to serve as Vice Chairs of the Public Lands committee for the next year. 

Commissioner Richard Dunbar sponsored a resolution creating policy that states, “NACo urges Presidential 
or Congressional approval of the Keystone XL Pipeline.” The resolution passed in the Public Lands Commit-
tee and Energy, Environment and Land Use. It was adopted by NACo. Last year the policy simply asked for 
a decision. This year the language asked for approval of the pipeline. 

The Western Interstate Region (WIR) also met at the convention. President Robinson reported that the three 
working groups created in Anchorage have been having conference calls to work on solutions to the ESA, 
PILT and Secure Rural Schools (SRS) funding and wild horse and burros. 

Louisiana Senator Mary Landrieu, chairman of the Senate Energy and Natural Resources committee spoke 
to the WIR about her pledge to work with Senate Finance Committee Chairman Ron Wyden of Oregon to 
find a long term funding solution for PILT and SRS. Senator Landrieu is a staunch supporter of the Keystone 
XL Pipeline. 

The fall WIR board meeting will be hosted by President Robinson in Malta October 1-3. 

NACo President Linda Langston 
thanking Commissioner Lesley 
Robinson, WIR President, and 
Commissioner Mike Murray, Chair 
of the Public Lands Steering   
Committee for their service this 
past year. 
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MACo News • Volume 43, Number 8  • August 2014 11 

MACo News 
Carlo M. Cieri 
1933 - 2014 

Park County Commissioner 
 

Carlo M. Cieri, 81, of Livingston, passed away Monday, Jan. 13, 2014, at Livingston 
HealthCare Hospital. 
 
Carlo was born and raised in Livingston, where he attended Livingston schools and 
graduated from Park County High School in 1950.  
 
He worked for Roy Miles at the Cold Storage Meat Shop during high school and 

until his enlistment into the U.S. Army in 1952.  
 
He proudly served as an elite paratrooper in the 101st Airborne, 187th Regimental Combat Team, known as the 
Rakkasans, during the Korean War. 
 
In 1955, Carlo completed his tour with the Army and began a long career of business and public service work,  
including butcher at Cold Storage Meat Shop, sales representative at Lewis Wholesales, financial advisor for IDS 
(currently known as Ameriprise), an owner of C & P Packing Plant, and devotedly served as a Park County Com-
missioner for 10 years, from which he retired in 1995. 
 
In 1958, he married Elsie Harberts, who had ventured to Livingston from her native Minnesota with the Lutheran 
hospitals to work as a lab technician. They shared 55 wonderful years together, raising Mike, Karen and Marcia, 
and later being a part of the lives of their five grandchildren. 
 
Carlo was a member of the American Legion, VFW, Park County Senior Citizens Center, and the 101st Airborne 
Rakkasan alumni group.  
 
He attended many Army events, including memorials and celebrations in Washington, D.C., honoring veterans. 
For many years Carlo assisted with numerous military funerals. He always showed the utmost respect and       
gratitude for his fellow servicemen. 
 
Montana was the place where Carlo belonged in this world. He loved to fish, hunt, snowmobile, camp, and to plant 
and care for his beloved garden. He knew Montana hunting and fishing areas in amazing detail, across the state, 
and literally knew Park County like the back of his hand  — each road, bridge and culvert.  
 
He had a love and affinity for CJ5 Jeeps, which began with his military experience, and continued throughout his 
life, as he owned them for personal use and restored them as a hobby. 
 
Carlo was a true Renaissance man. He was an extremely astute business person in his business endeavors, and 
for the interests of the citizens of Park County.  
 
Also, he could fix anything, paint a Christmas mural on a window, grow delicious fruits and vegetables, and make 
“award-winning” sausage and jerky for his family and friends. Carlo was a true role model.  
 
He demonstrated how to serve his country and his community, as well as how one should appreciate and honor 
family and friends.   

                        
The family suggests any memorial contributions be made to American Legion Park Post #23, P.O. Box # 826, 
Livingston, MT 59047, or a charity of your choice. 
 
Memorial services and a burial will be held at a later date this summer.  
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$210,000 Courthouse Dome Restoration Get OK 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Butte-Silver Bow commissioners gave the OK for paying an Iowa company nearly $210,000 to restore the  
100-year-old, stained-glass courthouse dome. 

Bovard Studio, Inc. of Fairfield, Iowa, plans to start work on the project Aug. 5 and finish within five to six 
months. The courthouse rotunda will be closed off during the work but not the rest of the building, said county 
building manager Pat Holland. 

“All the floors will be open and access to the courthouse will not be affected,” Holland said. 

The project includes repair or replacement of the stained glass so the dome looks as it did when built a      
century ago. 

Much of the project cost will come from money earmarked two years ago for historic preservation. 

The dome that caps the Butte-Silver Bow County Courthouse is seen here with a net strung underneath to catch any debris that shakes loose before repairs can be made.  

http://www.wgmgroup.com


MACo News • Volume 43, Number 8  • August 2014 13 

NACo News 



MACo News • Volume 43, Number 8  • August 2014 14 

MACo Conferences 
2014 Annual Conference 

September 21-25 - Hilton Garden Inn, Kalispell 
 

2014 Elected Official Orientation 
December 1-4 - MACo Conference Room, Helena 

 

2015 Midwinter Conference 
February 9-12 - Red Lion Colonial Hotel, Helena 

 

2015 Annual Conference  
September 20-24 - Holiday Inn, Missoula 

MACo News 

IT’S ALL ABOUT TRUST 

http://www.mtcounties.org/hct
mailto:gjackson@mtcounties.org
mailto:smsr@mtcounties.org
http://mce.mt.gov
http://www.dorsey.com
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IT’S ALL ABOUT TRUST 

http://www.mtcounties.org
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http://commerce.mt.gov
mailto:Commerce@mt.gov
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 You arrive at your hotel and check in at the front desk. When checking in, you give the front desk your 
credit card (for all the charges for your room). You get to your room and settle in. 
 
 Someone calls the front desk and asked for; example Room 620 (which happens to be your room). 

MACo News 
Arthur J. Gallagher  

200 S. Orange Avenue, Suite 
1350 Orlando, FL 32801 

 
(800) 524-0191, Ext. 3512 

www.ajg.com 

We are a leader in providing Risk Management solutions to Public Entity and Scholastic organizations. We 
provide: 
 

 First Dollar or Deductible Programs 
 Pools, Captives, or Risk Retention Groups 
 

Large or small, we’ll be your partner in providing Risk Management services for your Public 
Entity.   
 

Please contact Richard Terlecki or Mary Albee at (800) 524-0191 for more information. 

Supreme Court limits police searches of cellphones 
 
WASHINGTON —- Cellphones and smartphones generally cannot be searched by police without a warrant during     
arrests, the Supreme Court ruled unanimously in a major victory for privacy rights. 
 
Ruling on two cases from California and Massachusetts, the justices acknowledged both a right to privacy and a need to 
investigate crimes. But they came down squarely on the side of privacy rights. 
 
"Modern cellphones, as a category, implicate privacy concerns far beyond those implicated by the search of a cigarette 
pack, a wallet or a purse," Chief Justice John Roberts wrote for the court. 
 
"We cannot deny that our decision today will have an impact on the ability of law enforcement to combat crime," he said. 
"Privacy comes at a cost." 
 
The justices struck down an extensive smartphone search in California that had been upheld by the state Court of     
Appeals, as well as a more limited probe of an old flip-top cellphone in Massachusetts that a federal judge already had 
thrown out. 
 
Currently, police can search a person under arrest and whatever physical items are within reach to find weapons and 
preserve evidence that might be destroyed. But the justices noted that vast amounts of sensitive data on modern 
smartphones raise new privacy concerns that differentiate them from other items. 
 
To liken physical objects to digital data, as federal and state government officials did in justifying cellphone searches, 
Roberts said, "is like saying a ride on horseback is materially indistinguishable from a flight to the moon. Both are ways 
of getting from point A to point B, but little else justifies lumping them together." 
 
Roberts said police still can examine "the physical aspects of a phone to ensure that it will not be used as a weapon." 
But once secured, he said, "data on the phone can endanger no one" and the arrested person will not be able to "delete 
incriminating data." 
 
Justice Department spokeswoman Ellen Canale said prosecutors and police still will "make use of whatever technology 
is available to preserve evidence on cellphones while seeking a warrant.... Our commitment to vigorously enforcing the 
criminal laws and protecting the public while respecting the privacy interests protected by the Fourth Amendment is   
unwavering." 

Continued on page 18... 

http://www.ajg.com/
http://www.ajg.com
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Supreme Court limits police 

searches of cellphones 
Continued from page 17.. 

 

In the past two years, the court has ruled that police 
can swab a suspect's cheek for DNA to put into an 
unsolved crimes database, as well as conduct strip 
searches of prisoners without reasonable suspicion. 
 
But the justices also have said police need a war-
rant to attach a GPS device to a suspect's car, to 
obtain blood from a drunken driver who refuses a 
Breathalyzer test, and to bring a drug-sniffing dog 
up to the door of a suspect's house. 
 
The cellphone cases may be just a precursor to 
more expansive and potentially explosive high court 
inquiries. Among them: an examination of the Na-
tional Security Agency's phone and computer sur-
veillance methods, on which two federal district 
courts recently diverged. 
 
Privacy advocates hailed the ruling. "By recognizing 
that the digital revolution has transformed our ex-
pectations of privacy, today's decision is itself revo-
lutionary and will help to protect the privacy rights of 
all Americans," said Steven Shapiro, national legal 
director of the American Civil Liberties Union. 
 
The two cellphone cases, heard back-to-back in 
April, involved different crimes, different responses 
and different lower-court rulings. What joined them 
was the fact that police searched cellphones without 
first obtaining warrants. 
 
A California court upheld David Riley's conviction on 
gang-related weapons offenses that police uncov-
ered after stopping his car for expired tags, finding 
guns under the hood and then discovering incrimi-
nating photos and video on his smartphone. The 
justices overturned that ruling. 
 
In Massachusetts, a federal appeals court threw out 
Brima Wurie's conviction after a specifically targeted 
search of his old-fashioned flip-phone following a 
street arrest led police to find a cache of drugs and 
weapons at his home. The high court upheld that 
ruling. 
 
Because the California search was extensive and 
the Massachusetts search aimed only at incoming 

calls and addresses, both cases had appeared ripe 
for reversal. But with appeals courts divided on the 
issue of cellphone searches, the justices also were 
being asked to devise bright-line rules for police to 
follow — something Roberts emphasized in his opin-
ion. 
 
That's particularly true because technology is ad-
vancing, creating new Fourth Amendment puzzles 
for police to solve. Nine in 10 adults in the U.S. own 
cellphones, more than half of them smartphones. 
Eight in 10 use those phones to send text messag-
es; more than half send or receive e-mail, download 
applications or access the Internet. 
 
Cellphones "are now such a pervasive and insistent 
part of daily life that the proverbial visitor from Mars 
might conclude they were an important feature of 
human anatomy," the chief justice said. 
 
"The phrase, 'There's an app for that' is now part of 
the popular lexicon," he said. "The average 
smartphone user has installed 33 apps, which to-
gether can form a revealing montage of the user's 
life." 

http://www.uscommunities.org
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Commissioner 

Profile 
 

Garth Haugland 
Beaverhead 

County 
 
 

Spouses name and 
time together: Ruth, 
57 years, (deceased 
January 7, 2014). 

 
Children’s name and ages: Loree Morgan, 56 
and Galen Haugland, 54 (deceased March 25, 
2012). 
 
Occupation and years at current occupation:   
Beaverhead County Commissioner, completing 
20th year, Big Hole Valley District. 
  
Profession before current occupation:  
Landscape contractor - 1985 to present 
Montana State Game Warden - 1960-1985 
U.S.F.S. Wildland Fire Fighter/Smoke Jumper - 
1956-1959 
U.S. Army Airborne Infantry - 1952-1955 
 
Education: Three years at University of Mon-
tana - Missoula 
 
Biggest challenge you’ve ever faced: At age 
seven getting my team of Belgian mares har-
nessed, hook to wagon, drive to grain field, 
loaded with grain shocks, and driven to the 
threshing machine as part of a traveling harvest 
crew for $2.00 per day. 
 
Two people, alive or not, you would like to 
have dinner with: Former President Dwight Ei-
senhower and General Mathew B. Ridgeway, 
my commanding officer in Korea. 
 
Surprising fact about you: I played rhythm 
guitar and sang vocals in a Flatt & Scruggs 
Tribute Band at the U & I Club in Phoenix City, 
Alabama. 

Most adventurous thing you’ve ever done: 
Still looking for that 
 
Favorite TV show: “The Marty Stuart Show” on 
RFD TV 
 
A turning point in your life: Deciding not to 
make a career out of the U.S> Army and Ruth’s 
request that I get a regular job and quit running 
off to fight fires as a smoke jumper. 
 
A book you have read twice (or more):      
“Young Men and Fire” by Norman MacLean 
  
The job you wanted at age 18:  To receive 
enough promotions to become a platoon ser-
geant. 
 
Favorite movie: “O Brother , Where Art Thou?” 
and “Family Christmas” with Chevy Chase 
 
Person(s) who had the biggest influence on 
you/your life, and why: My father, Gifford 
Haugland and Uncle Gulick Haugland, as they 
taught me how to work. 

http://www.rpa-hln.com
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MACo News 
Emelia’s Safety Corner 

 Safety tip of the Month 

Lessons Learned from Conducting 
and Incident Investigation 

 
A number of accidents/incidents occur throughout 
the counties every day. The failure of people, equip-
ment, supplies, or surroundings to behave or react 
as expected causes most of them. Accident/incident 
investigations determine how and why these failures 
occur. Bu using the information gained through an 
investigation, a similar, or perhaps more disastrous, 
accident may be prevented. It is important to con-
duct accident/incident investigation conducted  from 
a loader accident that occurred in the county. 
 

Investigative Procedure for Loader Accident 
 

On Thursday, June 12, 2014 at approximately 09:30 
hours a county road crew employee was attempting 
to back a Caterpillar (928G) loader on to a tilt trailer 
when the right rear tire of the loader slipped off of 
the  trailer and the loader tipped on its side. Alt-
hough the operator was not wearing his seat belt, 
there were no injuries. 
 
The accident was not reported to a County Commis-
sioner until 15:30 hours. By this time the loader had 
already been tipped upright. No pictures had been 
taken of the tipped over loader or the accident sce-
ne. 
 
An investigation was started on Monday, June 16th 
when the County Commissioners met with the load-
er operator and discussed the accident in detail. 
 
A county safety investigator listened to the recorded 
discussion and conducted a telephone and email 
discussion with the loader operator’s co-worker. The 
County investigator along with a County Commis-
sioner and a Caterpillar representative visited the 
accident scene on Thursday, June 19th. 
 
The county is currently working on the best way to 
proceed with lessons learned and the possibility of 
producing some policy for loading equipment onto 
trailers. 
 

Fact Finding 
 

1) Most likely cause: Operator error 
a. Employee admitted to the County Com-
missioners that the accident was his fault. 
On the accident reporting form he stated that 
the cause of the accident was “Operator er-
ror.” 
b. The loader was not properly lined up with 
the trailer. This was evidenced by the lineal 
mark spiraling from middle toward the inside 
of the right rear trailer tire. Further it was evi-
denced by the fact that the loader fell off the 
trailer on to its right side. 
c. The bucket was between one half and 
three quarters into the raised position. The 
local construction practice is to keep the 
bucket as low as possible, almost dragging 
on the trailer bed so as to keep the center of 
gravity of the loader as low as possible. 
d. The operator had a relatively low number 
of times loading this piece of equipment.  It 
appears he had loaded it approximately 10 
times and had approximately 100 total hours 
of operation of the loader. Most hours were 
moving snow and loading gravel. 

 
2) Ground profile is flat (0-1%) in all four direc-

tions around the parked trailer. It does not 
appear that the ground profile played a part 
in this accident. 

3) The weather was cool and clear the morning 
of the accident. There had been no rain and 
there was no standing water in the vicinity of 
the trailer or loader. The loader tires and 
trailer bed were dry. Weather does not ap-
pear to have played a part in this accident. 

4) The loader operator admitted to not wearing 
his seatbelt as per County Personnel Policy 
Manual Section 28.2 (D). While this probably 
did not contribute to the cause of the acci-
dent, it certainly could have resulted in a se-
rious or possibly a fatal outcome. 

 
 

Continued on page 21... 
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2014  
Directory of Montana 

County Officials 
 

ONLY A FEW LEFT 
 

Order your directory by  
going to our website: 
www.mtcounties.org 

 

$15.00 

 

Lessons Learned from Conducting 
and Incident Investigation 

Continued from page 20... 
 

Lessons Learned 
 
1) Backing of large construction equipment can be 

very dangerous. Most companies report that 30-
60% of their total motor vehicle accidents are 
backing accidents. The average driver spends 
less than 1% of their driving time backing the  
vehicle. That means that the odds of having an 
accident are very high whenever you move a ve-
hicle backwards. 

2) Operators must keep their minds on the task at 
hand at all times. 

3) Follow “Protocol for reporting Accidents” involv-
ing any accident. 

4) Pictures must be taken at all accident scenes 
before moving any equipment. 

 
 

Actions to Minimize Accident from  
Re-occurring in the Future 

 
1) Write up a job safety analysis and provide safety 

training meetings to discuss the potential for an 
accident whenever backing large equipment. 

2) Seat belts shall be worn whenever a vehicle is 
moving, as per County Personnel manual Sec-
tion 28.2. 

3) Whenever possible use a spotter. 
4) Using some sort of a visual cue to make sure 

equipment is centered on the trailer, i.e. stakes 
and flags located in the trailer corners, marking 
the center of the truck cab and the center of the 
loader engine cover or possible painting stripes 
on the trailer bed to line up the equipment. 

 

mailto:emcewen@mtcounties.org
mailto:jmuskovich@mtcounties.org
http://www.mtcounties.org
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Around Our Counties 
determined or de-
fined . 
 Many other ques-
tions still remain, such 
as what will happen 
with the old elemen-
tary when the new 
one is completed. The 
old building does 
have several issues 
such as mold, crum-
bling walls, cracking 
in the structure, and 
cobbled plumbing. 
 Love it or hate it, it 
is now fact that the 
landscape of Ekalaka 
will be vastly chang-
ing over the next cou-
ple years. Budgeted 
by August 25 of this 
year, administration 
plans to be ready to 
collect bids from con-
tractors starting in 
January, with con-
struction on the build-
ing set to begin next  
spring right after the 
ground thaws. 

 
Flathead County 

 A trash collection 
"super site" is in the 
works for Bigfork, but 
Flathead County offi-
cials want more public 
input before it buys 
the land to build it. 
 County commis-
sioner Gary Krueger 
and members of the 
Flathead County Solid 
Waste Board met in 
July to outline a budg-
et for what it would 
take to replace Big-
fork's trash-collection 
site on the outskirts of 
town.  The commis-
sioners have been 
advocating closure of 

Carter County 
 On Monday, July 21 
the votes were counted. A 
total of 403 mail ballots 
were returned, 236 for 
and 167 against. With the 
passing of this vote, 
School District 15 has 
been authorized to sell 
and issue general obliga-
tion bonds of the district 
in the aggregate principal 
amount of up to five mil-
lion six hundred thousand 
dollars. Basically what 
that means; a new  grade 
school is coming. 
 With the passing of 
the building bond elec-
tion, focus can now be 
put into the specifics of 
the building. "It's kind of 
like what came first, the 
chicken or the egg?" said 
Lora Tauck, administrator 
for District 15. A building 
plan had to be made so 
that a bond amount could 
be set in order to vote, 
but now that the election 
is over, some changes 
can still be made to the 
building design, as long 
as the total cost remains 
the same. 
 The new school will 
be next to Carter County 
high school, in the area 
where junior high kids 
have practiced football for 
the last several years. A 
hallway and administra-
tive offices will connect it 
with the existing high 
school. 
 The building will have 
a classroom for each 
class, a gym, locker 
rooms, commons, as well 
as ample storage and 
several other rooms, 
some perhaps yet to be 

the site because of 
safety concerns, and 
their desire to consoli-
date it with the Somers 
site about five miles 
away.  
 But because of 
overwhelming public 
opposition to closing 
the Bigfork site, the 
commissioners and the 
county Solid Waste 
Board are researching 
the viability of purchas-
ing five acres near Big-
fork and creating a 
"super site," a model of 
what other county trash 
sites could look like. 
 The site would be 
landscaped away from 
public view, it would be 
staffed and would in-
clude a recycling cen-
ter. 
 In order to pay for 
the site and ongoing 
maintenance, the 
county is proposing to 
create a special fee 
area, or tax district. 
 The special-fee  
area would use the 
Bigfork Elementary 
School District and 
Swan River school  
district boundaries. 
 

Gallatin County 
 The Gallatin Valley 
Land Trust on July 22 
donated the 5.9-acre 
Sourdough Canyon 
Trailhead property -
located at the end of 
Sourdough Canyon 
Road in Bozeman-to 
the U.S. Forest Service 
for inclusion in the long
- term management of 
the Custer Gallatin  
National Forests. 

 A popular take off 
point for hiking, moun-
tain biking, horseback 
riding, hunting, dog walk-
ing and cross-country 
skiing, the trailhead is 
one of Bozeman's most 
popular access points to 
public land. 
 Michael Delaney, 
Ileana Indreland and the 
Schaap family donated 
the property in 2007 to 
GVLT and with the inten-
tion of handing the trail-
head to a public entity 
for long-term manage-
ment and stewardship, 
the nonprofit held a se-
ries of stakeholder meet-
ings to  garner public 
input about how the  
trailhead should be    
improved and managed. 
 "This is a complicat-
ed little 6-acre property," 
said Kelly Pohl, GVLT 
Associate Director. "It 
contains a county road, 
a city municipal water 
source, and it provides 
year-round access for 
thousands of people to 
national forest lands." 
 Over the course of 
the next seven years 
and with the help of part-
ners and neighbors, 
GVLT invested more 
than $200,000 to im-
prove public safety, re-
store watershed health 
along Bozeman Creek, 
and enhance recreation-
al facilities.  Individual 
donors, Gallatin County 
Resource Advisory Com-
mittee, Recreational 
Trails Program, National 
Forest Foundation, REI, 
and Montana Import 
Group funded the   im-
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puter basics. 
 Malvina Libman, 
Meagher County City 
Library Director, hopes 
the laptops will grant 
people in the communi-
ty a chance to continue 
their education. The 
computers serve to 
help the library pro-
mote the idea of 
'lifelong learning.' 
 In an effort to sup-
port information litera-
cy, the library is also 
acquiring five Kindles 
(library purchases) 
which will be available 
on loan. Library       
patrons can already     
access montanali-
brary2go.org to borrow 
ebooks. The Kindles 
will let those who do 
not have access to 
their own e-reader, 
borrow and read the 
books available to 
them. 
 The laptops 
(purchased with the 
Triangle Communica-
tion Grant,) and the 
Kindles (purchased by 
the  library,) will help 
the community. Pa-
trons can expect to see 
the laptops and Kindles 
in the next few weeks. 
The library is looking 
forward to the positive 
impact they will have 
on the community. 
Technology is growing 
and changing at a rap-
id pace. Meagher 
County City Library 
welcomes everyone 
who would like to learn 
about computers and 
other emerging tech-
nologies. 

Around Our Counties 
provements. 
 "The donation of 
Sourdough Canyon 
Trailhead and the im-
provements will help en-
sure permanent public  
access and continue to 
help protect our excep-
tional natural resources 
in Bozeman Creek," said 
Lisa  Stoeffler, Bozeman 
District Ranger, Custer 
Gallatin National For-
ests. 
 

Meagher County 
 The Meagher County 
City Library has received 
a grant from Triangle 
Communications which 
will allow the library to 
hold one on one com-
puter classes. The grant 
money was used to pur-
chase two laptop com-
puters. Computer clas-
ses are open to all 
(registration required.) 
Classes will cover a 
myriad of topics, includ-
ing: Microsoft Word, In-
ternet Searching, Excel, 
Computer Basics, Social 
Media, and Basic HTML. 
Other topics may be 
covered upon request. 
 Triangle's Communi-
ty Vitality Grant,' pro-
vides the library with    
an opportunity to better 
serve the people in 
Meagher County. 
Meagher County City 
Library has taken on a 
new initiative to help 
people in the community 
become more familiar 
with information technol-
ogies. The laptops and 
classes provide a start-
ing point for those who 
would like to learn com-

Park County 
 Park County Local 
law enforcement offic-
ers who attended a 40-
hour Crisis Interven-
tion training class 
learned that empathy 
and "outside the box" 
thinking are valuable 
tools when responding 
to people in mental 
health crises. 
 "There's definitely 
a jail diversion piece to 
this," said CIT Coordi-
nator Jim Anderson, 
who teaches the Gal-
latin and Park County 
program along with 
CIT Coordinator Ingrid 
McNair. 
 CIT teaches offic-
ers a variety of ways to 
de-escalate a mental 
health crisis before the 
person who in the situ-
ation breaks the law 
and enters into the 
criminal justice sys-
tem, Anderson said. 
 In addition to im-
proving outcomes for 
people with mental ill-
ness, CIT has saved 
local law enforcement 
significant time and 
money since the pro-
gram started seven 
years ago, Anderson 
said. 
 In the past, officers 
were trained to contin-
ue checking in on a 
person in mental 
health crisis until they 
broke the law, then 
arrest them, Anderson 
said. 
 When this method 
was in practice, Gal-
latin County officers 
used to transport 

someone to or from the 
Montana State Hospital 
in Warm Springs at least 
five times a week,      
Anderson said. 
 Last year, Gallatin 
County law enforcement 
took only 18 trips to 
Warm Springs, he said. 
 Park County law en-
forcement only went 
twice McNair said. 
 

Powell County 
 Powell County laid 
off two sheriff's deputies 
over funding issues, 
leaving the sheriff and 
two others to patrol a 
rural area the size of 
Delaware. 
 Sheriff Scott Howard 
tells The Montana Stand-
ard that uncertainties 
over federal funding 
combined and voters' 
recent rejection of a mill 
levy increase led to the 
layoffs. 
 He says if the depart-
ment gets two calls at 
the same time, he'll have 
to decide which case is 
the priority. 
 County commission-
ers voted to cut the sher-
iff's budget because fed-
eral funding through the 
Secure Rural Schools 
Act hasn't come through, 
and may not. 
 The county could on-
ly use that money for 
roads and relied on pay-
ments in lieu of taxes on 
federal lands to fund law 
enforcement and other 
expenses. Now some of 
the PILT money is need-
ed for roads. 
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 Calendar of Events 
Calendar of Events 
(Please see the MACo website for  

more detailed information at www.mtcounties.org) 
 

 
August 2014 
4 Jail Advisory Group - MACo Conference Room 
 
September 2014 
21 - 25  MACo Annual Conference - Kalispell 
 
December 2014 
1 - 4  MACo Elected Officials Training - MACo Conference 

Room 

MACo NEWS 
Ph: 449-4360 Fax: 442-5238 

maco@mtcounties.org 

 

2014 Directory of 
Montana County 

Officials 
 

Now Available 
 

Purchase your copy today at 
www.mtcounties.org  

 

Board of Directors 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

President 
Joe Briggs, Cascade County 
1st Vice President 

Dave Schulz, Madison County 
2nd Vice President 
Maureen Davey, Stillwater County 
Fiscal Officer 

Mike McGinley, Beaverhead County 
Urban Representative 
Jim Reno, Yellowstone County 
Immediate Past President 

Greg Chilcott, Ravalli County 
 

PAST PRESIDENTS 

Connie Eissinger, McCone County 
John Ostlund, Yellowstone County 
Carl Seilstad, Fergus County 
Mike McGinley , Beaverhead 
John Prinkki, Carbon County 
Bill Kennedy, Yellowstone County 
Carol Brooker, Sanders County 
Bob Mullen, Jefferson County 
 

DISTRICT CHAIRS 

1.   Richard Dunbar, Phillips County 
2.   Douglas Buxbaum, Dawson County 
3    Doug Martens, Rosebud County 
4.   Larry Hendrickson, Liberty County 
5.   Ben Ober, Toole County 
6.   Ken Ronish, Fergus County 
7.   Gerald Dell, Stillwater County 
8.   Mike Murray, Lewis & Clark County 
9.   Marty Malone, Park County                                        
10. Bill Barron, Lake County 
11. Jean Curtiss, Missoula County 
12. Tom Rice, Beaverhead County 

 
ELECTED OFFICIALS ASSOCIATION REPS 

County Attorneys - Leo Gallagher, Lewis & Clark 
County 
Clerk & Recorders  - Tammy Lauer, Lincoln 
County 
Clerks of Court - Valerie Hornsveld,  
Broadwater  County 
Clerks of Court - Connie Mattfield, Musselshell 
County 
Magistrates - Linda Budeski, Park County 
School Superintendents - Susan Beley,  
Wheatland County  
Sheriffs & Peace Officers - Chris Hoffman,  
Ravalli County  
Treasurers - Betty Romo, Roosevelt County 

MACo STAFF 
Harold Blattie, Executive Director 

Sheryl Wood, Associate Director 

Kathy Johnson, Finance Director 

Sara McGowan, Accounting Technician 

Karen Houston, Meeting Planner 

Shantil Siaperas, Legislative Analyst & 

Communications Specialist 

Sharon Wilson, Administrative Assistant 

Greg Jackson, JPIA/JPA Trust  

Administrator 

Shannon Shanholtzer, JPIA/JPA Associate 

Trust Administrator 

Emelia McEwen, Sr. Loss Control  

Specialist 

Jim Muskovich, Loss Control Specialist 

Mike Sehestedt, General Counsel 

Carol Knight, Legal Assistant 

Greg Bonilla, Managing Defense Counsel 

Maureen Lennon, Defense Counsel 

Beth O’Halloran, Defense Counsel 

Kimberly Potter, Legal Assistant 

Sidnie DeTonancour, Legal Assistant 

Dennis Jupka, Claims Administrator 

Wendy Sesselman, Workers’ Comp Claims 

Supervisor 

John Bandy, Claims Specialist 

Bonnie Knopf, Claims Data Specialist 

Christine Holling, Senior Claims Rep. 

Liz Krzan, Senior Claims Rep. 

Debbie Bjerke, Claims Support Specialist 

Alyce Bailey, HCT Administrator 

Laurie Goltry, HCT Program Coordinator 

Pam Walling, HCT Marketing Coordinator 

Shelley Murphy, HCT Marketing  

Coordinator 

Tom Beneventi, Facilities Director  

ASSOCIATE 
MEMBERS 

 
 
 

Diamond 
Member 

Arthur Gallagher 
Risk Management 

Services 

MT Dept. of 
Commerce 

 

Silver Members 
Nationwide 
Retirement 
Solutions 

NorthWestern 
Energy 

Apollo Solutions 
Group 

 
 

Bronze Members 
AT & T 

Morrison-Maierle  
Ameresco, Inc. 

Montana 
Correctional 
Enterprises 

WGM Group 
 

 Copper Member 
 MDU Resources 

Anderson 
ZurMuehlen  

& Company P.C. 
MT Newspaper 

Association 
 

 
AFFILIATE  
MEMBER 

Montana Association 

of County Road 

Supervisors (MACRS) 
 

 

Thank you to our 

Members! 
 

For information on 

how to become an 

Associate Member, 

visit our website at 

www.mtcounties.org 

 or call  

406-449-4360 

Legislative Interim Meetings 
at the Capitol 

(Please see the MACo website for  

more detailed information at www.mtcounties.org) 
 

August 2014 
7     Water Policy 
15   SAVA 
26 CFHHS 
 

September 2014 
3 Law & Justice 
4 Legislative Council 
5 Revenue &  
      Transportation 

September 2014 - Cont. 
8            Energy/Telecom. 
8         Water Policy 
10 - 11   Eviron. Quality 
12         Economic Affairs 
15 - 16   Education Local                      
 Gov’t.  

http://www.mtcounties.org
mailto:maco@mtcounties.org



