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MACo PROPERTY & LIABILITY TRUST (MACo JPIA)
The 2014-2015 Property & Liability Trust renewal will be the 27th policy year
renewal effective July 1, 2014. The MACo Property & Liability Trust over the
past 27 years continues to provide flexibility in providing comprehensive
coverage at a stable price. The highlights of the 2014-2015 renewal include:
The addition of cyber liability coverage which provides comprehensive
coverage associated with a “breach” of an insured’s computer/IT systems.

The implementation of a comprehensive jail standards program as
established and approved by a Jail Advisory Group (JAG), Jail Advisory
Panel and the Property and Liability Trust Trustees. The main goals of the
program include:
 The implementation of an effective and efficient “peer” review process.
 The establishment of policies and procedures for the implementation of
adopted or recognized voluntary jail standards.
 The enhancement of training for detention officers and all operations in
screening prisoners to assist in recognizing those who are mentally ill or
suicidal.
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The implementation of a policy management system effective November 1,
2014. The policy management system will improve the internal processes
associated with policy management including renewals, property schedules
and access to various risk management training options. The system will
provide access to insured information through “portals” assigned to members and agents.
The 2014-2015 renewal’s average total premium increased 3.5% as a result
of the addition of cyber liability coverage, loss ratio adjustments and increased insured property values resulting from the final appraisal for the
Eastern Montana member counties. The renewal also included a reduction
in the property excess rate and substantial savings in the Fidelity and Crime
excess renewing premium.

The MACo Property and Liability Trust is continually considering risk management programs and best practices resulting in the continuation of reduced number of claims and increasing equity.
Continued on page 2....
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MACo WORKERS’ COMPENSATION TRUST (MACo JPA)
Continued from front page...

The 2014-2015 Workers’ Compensation Trust renewal will be the 28th policy year renewal effective July 1,
2014. The highlights of the 2014-2015 renewal include:
Due to an increase in severity of claims for the 2011-2012 year driven by two large claims and the added
liabilities associated with a lawsuit settlement with an excess carrier, the estimated reserves were adjusted resulting in an actuarially recommended average rate increase of 7.1% in order to maintain an excess
of the minimum of 25% of fixed asset equity required by the Montana Department of Labor.

Although the rates were increased on the average for the 2014-2015 renewal, the overall trends remain
positive:
 The frequency of claims (number of claims) has decreased by approximately 30%.
 The average mod factor has decreased from 1.16 in 2007 to 1.0 for the 2014-2015 renewal.
 The number of member counties who were at the maximum of 1.25 mod factor has decreased from 15
in 2007 to 6 for the 2014-2015 renewal.


The implementation of the OnTrack Safety Program and inclusion of our agent partners in the Workers’
Compensation program in 2007 has resulted in the previously identified positive trends. The Workers’
Compensation Trust will continue to be a viable program for our member counties.

2

MACo News • Volume 43, Number 7 • July 2014

MACo News
Downey steps down from
Lincoln County Commission
A surprise resignation from County Commissioner Ron Downey will mean
two out of three commissioners will be new to the job in 2015, with the most
senior commissioner only in the position for two years.
Downey submitted his letter of resignation as county commissioner of Troy
on June 4th, the morning after the primary elections.
Downey’s resignation will be effective August 1st.
In his letter, Downey states that he is leaving the position for personal reasons that would not allow him to continue to fulfil his duties to the fullest extent needed.
‘’It has been a great privilege to work with you, the county commissioners, and all our great employees these
past 3 ½ years and I will miss these working relationships deeply,’’ he says in the letter to Lincoln County
Clerk and Recorder Tammy Lauer. ‘’I have high regard for the great public service you all provide and maintain.’’
When contacted, Downey did not want to disclose the reasons for his resignation other than to re-emphasize
they were personal.
‘’I talked it over with my family a few months ago... I’m at a time in my life when I can’t do my job like I want to
and I don’t want to hold the county back.’’
Following the resignation, Berget said Downey would be sorely missed and noted in a press release that
Downey brought ‘’a real commonsense approach to his county commissioner position.’’
Eureka commissioner Mike Cole, who will now be the most senior commissioner, said Downey was a
pleasure to work with and that he represented Troy and the entire county well.
Berget said he would be stepping up during the transition process in whatever way was needed, but he would
not be taking over Downey’s position when his own term finishes in January 2015. Legally, the Troy commissioner position must be filled by a Troy resident, he said.
The commissioners would be reviewing the process for replacing Downey and would be looking to the county
attorney for guidance on this, he said.
Advertisements for the position would be placed in the upcoming weeks, applications would be vetted and it
was expected the top three candidates would then be voted on by the commissioners.
Speaking of the end of his own time in office, as well as Downey’s, Berget said that Lincoln County was seeing ‘’a changing of the guard across the board.’’
‘’It’s not a bad thing as I look at it – they can always turn to us old guys," he said. "Ron will be coming to more
meetings and will be there to coach the newcomer.’’
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FLATHEAD COUNTY HOSTS THE

MACo 105th Annual Conference

September 21 - 25, 2014
Online registration is now Open !
It’s time to register for MACo’s 105th Annual Conference which will be held at the
Hilton Garden Inn, 1840 US Hwy 93 S., Kalispell.
Please register to help us better estimate attendance.

Online registration ends September 15th
Go to: www.mtcounties.org to register

* Registration will be available at the door for an additional fee *
If you have any questions or need any additional information
please contact Karen Houston, MACo Meeting Planner, at:
449-4360 or khouston@mtcounties.org
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MACo President's Scholarship Awards
Joe Briggs, MACo President and Cascade County Commissioner, announced the awards of the
2014 MACo President’s Scholarships.
Shelby Koppany is the winner of the $1,000 scholarship and is a graduating senior from Centerville
High School and Kyler Clifton is the $500 scholarship and is a graduating senior from Great Falls
High School. Kyler was unable to join us for the awards ceremony.
The scholarship competition is based upon merit and
offered to eligible graduating seniors for the President’s
home county, who plan to attend a Montana community
college or 4-year degree unit of the University System.
“Our MACo Executive Committee members who made the
selections were very impressed with these two applicants,”
Briggs said. “The students and their families certainly can
take a great deal of pride in their selection for the awards.”
Congratulations to both recipients!

MACo News • Volume 43, Number 7 • July 2014

Shelby Koppany with MACo President and
Cascade County Commissioner, Joe Briggs
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7 Ways to Keep Your Tablet Secure
DIS Technology Newsletter

1. Don’t leave it lying around
Although this is common sense, you’ve probably violated this rule more than once. Tablets are easy
targets for thieves, so don’t let it out of your sight when in a public place - and don’t leave it in plain view
in your car or you might end up with a broken window in addition to a stolen tablet.
2. Use a passcode
Although it’s not 100% hacker-proof, it will block unauthorized users from accessing your information.
3. Consider enabling automatic data erasing
You can configure your iPad to erase your data after 10 failed passcode attempts. Clearly this is not a
good solution for anyone who constantly forgets a password or for those who have kids trying to log in
repeatedly. However, if you have a Microsoft Exchange account connected to your mobile device, your IT
guy can remotely wipe your mobile device as soon as you report it has been lost.
4. Encrypt your hard drive
On your iPad, simply enabling the password will turn on encryption. All iOS devices also come with a
second layer of encryption (called data protection) that protects your e-mails and attachments. This
protection can’t be broken, even if the passcode is stripped. On Android tablets, you need to enable harddrive encryption in the security settings.
5. Enable iCloud Find My Phone or Android Device Manager
These are valuable tools to use when you misplace your tablet. Both of these services allow you to log in
and find your tablet or even wipe it if you have sensitive data on it.
6. Install software updates
As with all software, make sure you have the latest security updates and patches installed to protect
against hackers and viruses.
7. Only connect to trusted WiFi networks
Public WiFis are open territory for hackers and identity thieves. Whenever you connect, make sure it’s a
legitimate, secure connection.
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Did you know Montana is in the top ten most seismically active states in the United States? In fact, 7-10 small
quakes occur every day across our state! Many of these tremors are too minor to be felt, but we’ve also had
several large, destructive earthquakes in the past century. The quake of 1925 damaged several buildings
around Manhatten, Logan, and Three Forks. Ten years later, a more intense earthquake damaged a majority
of homes and structures in the Helena area and was responsible for the deaths of four individuals.
The largest and most deadly earthquake occurred in
1959 near Hebgen Lake in the Madison River Canyon.
Around midnight, a 7.3 quake caused a significant landslide downstream from Hebgen Dam. The mud and
debris buried 26 campers and naturally dammed the
Madison River, creating Earthquake Lake.
Unfortunately, there is no way to know when an earthquake will happen, but there are ways to mitigate the
risk. The first step is to prepare your family and workplace for earthquakes and other disasters. Here are
some examples:
1. Contact your local emergency manager and review your emergency operations plan.
2. Build an emergency supply kit for your home and office. Include basic supplies:
Water- one gallon, per day, per person
Non-perishable food
First aid kit
Flashlight
Weather radio
Extra batteries
Hand sanitizer or wet wipes
Contact cards with updated names and phone numbers
Extra blankets or clothes
3. Practice what to do. When our bodies are in disaster mode, the adrenaline can make our minds go blank.
If you participate in an emergency drill ahead of time, you’ll be more likely to act appropriately during the
real thing.
On October 22nd at 10:22am, you are invited to join thousands of
Montanans in the Great Montana ShakeOut drill. At 10:22, everyone
will prepare for an earthquake by “Dropping” to the ground,
“Covering” themselves by a table or sturdy piece of furniture, and
“Holding on” for at least 30 seconds.
Register online at www.shakeout.org/montana and share the event with colleagues and family members.
Contact Betsy Miller for more information at (406) 444-1718 or ready@mt.gov. The Montana ShakeOut is organized by the Governor’s Office of Community Service, Montana Disaster and Emergency Services, Montana Bureau of Mines and Geology, and the Montana Red Cross.
MACo News • Volume 43, Number 7 • July 2014
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MACo Conferences
2014 Annual Conference
September 21-25 - Hilton Garden Inn, Kalispell

2014 Elected Official Orientation
December 1-4 - MACo Conference Room, Helena

2015 Midwinter Conference
February 9-12 - Red Lion Colonial Hotel, Helena

2015 Annual Conference
September 20-24 - Holiday Inn, Missoula
10
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Eat Your White Vegetables
BY BONNIE TAUB-DIX, MA, RDN, CDN
everydayhealth.com

We’re often told to “eat a rainbow” and we aim for the
guideline that says the more color a food has, the better it
is. However, color is just one indicator of nutrient content.
Produce that wears white could be just as valuable. In fact,
some white vegetables contribute substantial quantities of
nutrients that we seem to be missing most often (also
known as shortfall nutrients) like potassium, magnesium,
and fiber.

Cauliflower Move over kale… this veggie has been
deemed one of the hottest trends of the year. Along with the
other members of the cruciferous family, like broccoli, cauliflower, cabbage, and Brussels sprouts, cauliflower contains sulfur compounds that are associated with fighting cancer, strengthening bone tissue, and maintaining healthy blood vessels.

Mushrooms Get ready for this list: Mushrooms are low in calories, fat-free, cholesterol-free, gluten-free, with barely any sodium, and yet they carry a wealth of selenium, potassium, riboflavin, niacin, and vitamin D. Mushrooms
are also hearty and filling so they can help you control your weight without compromising taste. And they’re a rich
source of umami, the fifth basic taste after sweet, salty, bitter and sour. They can help simple dishes come alive.

Garlic In my house, all I have to do is sauté garlic to draw hubby and the kids to my kitchen! Aside from tasting
great, garlic has been touted as being able to help hair grow, cause acne to disappear, and keep colds and flu at
bay. Its antioxidant properties can help boost your immune system and to get the most out of garlic’s active chemical, allicin, cut a fresh clove up and expose it to the air for a little while before you cook with it.

Onions Chef Julia Child said, “I cannot imagine a world without onions,” and for good reason. The antiinflammatory chemical in onions, called quercetin, can help ease discomfort from arthritis, and quercetin’s beneficial properties have been associated with a lower risk of cancer, heart disease, diabetes, and a stronger immune
system.

Potatoes Nearly all Americans fail to meet dietary recommendations for potassium (97 percent) or dietary fiber (95
percent). On an equal weight basis, the white potato provides as much fiber as and more potassium than other
commonly consumed vegetables or fruit. A medium skin-on baked potato weighs in at just 163 calories, a whopping 941 mg of potassium and 3.6 g fiber. (A banana, also white in color, provides 422 mg of potassium and 3.1
grams of fiber.) Potatoes also provide vitamin C, vitamin B6, and magnesium, in addition to small amounts of highquality protein. (Full disclosure: Bonnie Taub-Dix consults with the Alliance for Potato Research & Education to
provide nutritional information about potatoes.)

IT’S
ABOUT
IT’SALL
ALL
ABOUTTRUST
TRUST
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You arrive at your hotel and check in at the front desk. When checking in, you give the front desk your
credit card (for all the charges for your room). You get to your room and settle in.

MACo News

Someone calls the front desk and asked for; example Room 620 (which happens to be your room).

Arthur J. Gallagher
200 S. Orange Avenue, Suite
1350 Orlando, FL 32801
(800) 524-0191, Ext. 3512
www.ajg.com

We are a leader in providing Risk Management solutions to Public Entity and Scholastic organizations. We
provide:



First Dollar or Deductible Programs
Pools, Captives, or Risk Retention Groups

Large or small, we’ll be your partner in providing Risk Management services for your Public
Entity.
Please contact Richard Terlecki or Mary Albee at (800) 524-0191 for more information.
MACo News • Volume 43, Number 7 • July 2014
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Commissioner
Profile

A book you have read twice (or more):
Read most of James Michener's books; also
many by John Steinbeck.

Jim Durgan
Park County

The job you wanted at age 18: I wanted to be
a bull rider - knew I would stay in some phase of
agriculture.

Spouses name and
time together: DeeAnn

Favorite movie: Any movie with Paul Newman
- particularly “The Sting” and “Butch Cassidy”

- 38 years in October
Children’s name and ages: Lance - 30 and
Craig – 37
Occupation and years at current occupation:
County Commissioner for Park County - 12th
year.
Profession before current occupation:
Rancher - Paradise Valley

Person(s) who had the biggest influence on
you/your life, and why: My parents and grandparents - who set standards and had expectations of me. College Professors - who provided
insights and opportunities to further my education. My wife - always there with support and
encouragement - helping in all phases of our
operation; and is a wonderful cook!

Education: B.S. Degree - Ag Production
(Range Management)
Biggest challenge you’ve ever faced: Taking
over the ranching operation after my dad
passed away.
Two people, alive or not, you would like to
have dinner with: Teddy Roosevelt and
Desmond TuTu (Union of South Africa).
Surprising fact about you: Enjoy classical
music - member of the Bozeman Symphony
Society.
Most adventurous thing you’ve ever done:
Serving aboard ship in the U.S. Navy during the
Vietnam conflict.
Favorite TV show: Don’t watch much TV used to enjoy the “Bill Cosby Show.”
A turning point in your life: Meeting and
marrying my wife.
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Emelia’s Safety Corner



Safety tip of the Month
Are you protected from arc flash?
Know the hazards and precautions
Arc flash is a short circuit, or electric arc, that travels
through the air between conductors or from a conductor to the ground. Arc flash incidents can damage equipment and cause fatalities and severe injuries, including burns, hearing loss, eye injuries,
nerve damage, and cardiac arrest.





Wear all required PPE, and inspect it before
each use to make sure it is in good condition
and rated for the specific use that your work
calls for.
Exercise caution and follow safe work
practices. Human error, such as dropped tools,
contact with electrical parts, and wrong test
equipment, is a major cause of arc flash
incidents.
Report and do not use damaged electrical
equipment, testing equipment, and other tools.

Causes of arc flash include:





Tools being dropped on conductors, circuit
breakers, or other energized parts;
Improper work procedures, such as working on
energized equipment when it should have been
de-energized or locked out; and
Buildup of dust, impurities, and corrosion on insulating surfaces.

To protect yourself from arc flash, de-energizing
equipment before beginning work is the most effective strategy. If you’re a qualified worker to work on
energized equipment, use personal protective equipment (PPE) and electrical protective equipment such
as insulated footwear and gloves, nonconductive
tools, and flame-resistant clothing to reduce the hazard. Also, follow safe work practices and use all PPE
and other equipment properly.
The Occupational Safety and Health Administration
(OSHA) recently updated its standard for electrical
power generation, distribution, and transmission.
The revised rule, which includes revisions to the requirements for electrical protective equipment, takes
effect July 1, 2014, with some provisions scheduled
to become effective April 1, 2015.
Take these precautions when you work on energized electrical equipment:




Always inspect equipment and work areas for
arc flash hazards and risks when you enter an
area with live electrical equipment.
Whenever possible, always de-energize and
lock out equipment before performing work on
it.
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NACo Webinars
July 18, 1:00 PM - 2:30 PM EST
(General Audience)

July 11-14
Morial Convention Center
Orleans Parish- New Orleans, Louisiana

State and Local Legal Center:
Supreme Court Review CLE Webinar

Registration is NOW OPEN!

Join Carter Phillips, Sidley Austin, who argued more
Supreme Court cases than any other lawyer currently
in private practice, Collin O’Connor Udell, Jackson
Lewis, who argued a public employment case before
the Supreme Court this term, and Adam Liptak, The
New York Times Supreme Court correspondent, in a
discussion of the most significant cases decided this
term affecting state and local government. Cases to be
discussed include, among others, Michigan’s affirmative action ban, warrantless searches of cell phones,
speech “buffer-zones,” and two Clean Air Act cases.
This FREE webinar is co-sponsored by the International Municipal Lawyers Association and the SLLC.
Continuing Legal Education (CLE) is available.
Contact: Lisa Soronen, State and Local Center lsoronen@sso.org

July 23 12, 1:00 PM - 2:00 PM EST
(General Audience)
State and Local Legal Center:
Supreme Court Police Cases
The Supreme Court will decide numerous Fourth
Amendment search cases and qualified immunity
cases involving police officers this term. Join former
Solicitor General Greg Garre, Latham & Watkins, who
will discuss the Fourth Amendment cases, Mike Mosley, Arkansas Municipal League, who argued one of
the qualified immunity cases, and will discuss the qualified immunity cases, and Chuck Thompson, International Municipal Lawyers Association, who will discuss
police cases the Court may accept next term.

NACo’s 79th Annual Conference and Exposition provides
an opportunity for all county leaders and staff to learn,
network and guide the direction of the association. The
Annual Conference, held each July, is hosted by a member county.
This year, the conference will be held in Orleans Parish,
(New Orleans) Louisiana. The Annual Conference provides county officials with a great opportunity to vote on
NACo’s policies related to federal legislation and regulation; elect officers; network with colleagues; learn about
innovative county programs; find out about issues impacting counties across the county; and view products and
services from participating companies and exhibitors.

2014
Directory of Montana
County Officials
Now Available
Order your directory by
going to our website:
www.mtcounties.org
Only $15.00

Contact: Lisa Soronen, State and Local Center lsoronen@sso.org
16
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2014 DIRECTORY OF MONTANA COUNTY OFFICIALS UPDATES
COUNTY

TITLE

NAME

Anaconda-Deer Lodge

Commissioner

Terry Vermeire

Anaconda-Deer Lodge
Blaine

Road Foreman
All Elected Officials except
Justice of the Peace

Daniels & Valley

Safety Coordinator

Ph# - 563-2811
Email:
Larry Sturm
lsturm@anacondadeerlodge.mt.gov
All county-wide email domains
changed to: @blainecounty-mt.gov
Nancy Hamilton, Cell# 230-0922,
Lee Humbert & Bruce Peterson email:nhamilton@valleycountymt.gov

Garfield

Sheriff/Coroner

Frank Edwards

Glacier

Treasurer

Kate Salois

Clay Lammers appointed
Andrea Anderson appointed, email:
andrea@glaciercountymt.org

Hill

Clerk & Recorder

Darla J. Dahl

Susan Armstrong appointed

Jefferson

Treasurer

Patty O’Neill

Randy McGinnis appointed

Lewis & Clark

Commissioner

Susan Geise

Ph# - 396-4645 (cell)

MACo Staff

Loss Control Specialist

Jim Muskovich

MACo Staff

Claims Specialist

John Bandy

Cell# 790-0612
Cell# 431-2792, email:
jbandy@mtcounties.org

MACo Staff

Claims Administrator

Dennis Jupka

Cell# & email remain the same

MACo Staff

HCT Associate Administrator

Alyce Bailey

New title: HCT Administrator

MACo Staff

Claims Rep.

Liz Krzan

New title: Senior Claims Rep.

Madison

Justice of the Peace

Maryann O’Malley

A. Suzanne Nellen appointed

Missoula

Administrative Officer

Dale Bickell

Vickie Zeier appointed

Park

Attorney

Brett Linneweber

Nels Swandal appointed

Powell

Commissioner

Ralph “Rem” Mannix

Email: rmannix@powellcountymt.gov

Prairie

Attorney

Garry Paul Bunke

Daniel Rice appointed
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Around Our Counties
Big Horn County
Using
cutting-edge
technology
and
oldfashioned detective work,
a group of Montana State
University
architecture
students has replicated a
historic Montana fort that
disappeared more than a
century ago.
MSU School of Architecture Community Design Center students, under the direction of Thomas McNab, researched
historic
photographs,
drawings, maps and written descriptions, then
translated the information
to develop 3-D computer
building models and a site
model which were sent to
a 3-D Printer and CNC
fabricating machine to
accurately create the
physical 6-by-9 foot model of historic Fort Custer.
The model is among several displays created by
the students for the new
Centennial Gallery of the
Big Horn County Historical Museum and Visitors
Center in Hardin, which
opened last year during
Hardin's 100th anniversary celebration.
The Centennial Gallery, which tells the
stories of the various cultures which meld in the
Hardin area, is at the
heart of the new museum
and visitors center that
was built last year, according to Diana Scheidt,
museum director. Scheidt
praised the MSU students
for bringing fresh vision
and technology to the display areas of the historical center.
18

"It was awesome
to see Fort Custer
come to life through
the students' work,"
Scheidt said. "In fact,
through the whole
project, it was great to
see
the
museum
through young eyes."

Chouteau County
A $70,000 Department of Homeland
Security grant will
equip the Chouteau
County
Courthouse
with a generator,
providing
backup
power so offices within the building can
continue operations
even amidst an electrical outage.
Linda
Williams,
the Emergency Management Coordinator
for Chouteau County,
received word that
her grant application
for the generator had
been approved. Williams submitted a
similar grant application to FEMA two
years ago, but that
request was not fulfilled.
The generator will
be wired directly into
the courthouse and
the natural gas line,
allowing the courthouse to continue
operations
without
interruption if power is
lost.
“Any time we have
a power outage, it
should automatically
click on,” Williams
said.

Fort Benton typically does not have long
power outages, but
there have been times
when the electricity has
been out for a couple
of days, Williams said.
The outages could
drag on much longer in
the event of a major
disaster or emergency,
so preparation is key.

Flathead County
The
Flathead
County Library System's new facilities
master plan calls for
construction of new
libraries in Kalispell,
Columbia Falls and
Bigfork at a cost that
could
reach
about
$22.6 million.
The master plan's
recommendations
were presented by
ImaginelF Libraries director Kim Crowley
during a June 5th
workshop with library
and library foundation
boards.
Work on the master
-plan study began last
fall with Himmel & Wilson Library Consultants conducting site
inspections and examining library patron
usage data to determine
future
space
needs for the main
library and the system's three branches.
The existing facilities in Columbia Falls,
Kalispell and Bigfork
are undersized and
lack parking, the consultants' report stated.

Their recommendation
was based on a standard of 0.7 square feet of
public library space per
capita.
The Kalispell library's
service area currently
offers 0.45 square feet
per capita, well below
the benchmark, and "in
20 years if we do nothing, it would drop to 0.36
square feet per capita,"
Crowley said.
Both library boards
are looking at funding
alternatives, but it could
be a long time before
any library construction
takes place. Flathead
County's capital improvement plan had earmarked $16 million for a
new Kalispell library in
fiscal year 2017, along
with $4.4 million for a
new Columbia Falls
library and $2.2 million
for a new Bigfork library.
Those
allocations
now have been rolled
over to 2020, according
to county finance director Sandy Carlson said.
They were bumped to
the next five-year capital
improvement plan because the county commissioners weren't sure
the funding would be
available for the plan
that extends through
2019, she said. A publicprivate partnership or
other
new
funding
arrangement might help
the commissioners reconsider the capital improvement plan.
Himmel & Wilson's
report recommends a
funding scenario of one-
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third private money and
two-thirds public funding. It also suggested
adding a 3 percent inflation factor to the total
construction cost for
each year beyond 2014.

Lincoln County
A $200,000 hit to the
Lincoln County Sheriff
Department in the county budget will result in
the removal of as many
as two sworn deputies.
The cut is the first
definite decision made
by the Lincoln County
Commissioners on the
proposed 2014/15 budget that will be finalized in
late August. Commissioners Tony Berget,
Mike Cole, and Ron
Downey referred to the
decision during a budget
Meeting and Lincoln
County Sheriff Roby
Bowe confirmed the cut
and said it would mean
job losses within the department.
June 13th was deputy Allen Dye's last day
after Dye volunteered to
be the first to go, Bowe
said.
There would be further redundancies but it
was not yet known how
many, or who it would
be, Bowe said. All the
cut positions would be
sworn deputy positions,
Bowe added.
This is the second
year the sheriff's department had endured a
$200,000 cut. Bowe said
this would mean there
would be more pressure

on existing staff.
"We've been prepared for this," Bowe
said. "It is definitely going to mean that there
will be some adjustments (in the department). There is going
to be a bigger case
load for all of us."
Bowe
said
the
$200,000 was a number that had been negotiated with the commissioners and it was
likely that there would
be further cuts next
year.

Missoula County
Jail inmates don’t
run around in their
birthday suits.
And they don’t
sleep on the floor.
So the Missoula
County
budget
includes money to pay
for “inmate bedding,
clothing and towels,”
and the amount comes
to $30,000 this fiscal
year. It goes to county
inmates, state prisoners and youths in
detention.
Inmates aren’t allowed to bring their
own clothes. “We’ve
got to buy bras and
socks, and tops and
bottoms,” said Barbara
Rodrick, assistant division commander for
the Missoula County
Detention Facility.
An estimated 355
to 365 inmates a day
are housed at the jail,
and the state pays a
per diem to house its
prisoners there. The
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detention facility’s total
budget is roughly $11
million, and the state
puts in some $3 million, a figure Rodrick
said is adequate to
pay for services.

Sweet Grass
County
The
Sweet
Grass
County Conservation
District will take over
plans and funding to
find a viable solution
to Riverbank erosion
threatening
Lower
Sweet Grass Road
near Greycliff.
Sweet
Grass
County commissioners
agreed in a memorandum of understanding
in late May to forward
their $100,000 Montana Department of
Natural
Resources
grant, plus a 10 percent
administrative
fee, to the Sweet
Grass County Conservation District. In exchange, the local conservation district will
take over the county's
responsibilities
in
meeting the terms and
agreements of the
state grant for the development and implementation of the project.
The conservation
district will not only
take over the $100,000
state grant that commissioners voted to
decline earlier in the
year, but it will also
pursue federal funding
to work toward the

completion of the program.

Teton County
The Teton County
Commissioners recently
hired Mark Korte as the
coordinator of the Teton
County Weed District.
The Teton County
Weed District Board announced the news in
May. Korte has worked
full-time in June under
the
supervision
of
long-time Weed District
Coordinator Paul Wick.
Wick will transition
out of the coordinator
post on Oct.1 to tackle
expanding duties as the
part-time Teton County
Planner and to serve as
the GPS Coordinator for
the county.
Korte was employed
as the executive director
of the Rocky Mountain
Front Weed Roundtable
before making the move
to the county. The
roundtable is a nonprofit
corporation with a mission to control noxious
weeds along the Front
through a collaboration
of agencies and private
landowners. Before that,
he worked as a weed
manager for 12 years at
the Nature Conservancy’s Pine Butte Swamp
Preserve
west
of
Choteau.
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Calendar of Events
Calendar of Events

Legislative Interim Meetings
at the Capitol

(Please see the MACo website for

more detailed information at www.mtcounties.org)

July 2014
11 - 15
NACo annual Conference & Exposition - New
Orleans
August 2014
4
Jail Advisory Group - MACo Conference Room

July 2014
14 - 15 Economic Affairs
16 - 17 Revenue & Transportation
18
Energy & Telecommunications
August 2014
7
Water Policy
15
SAVA
26
CFHHS

Board of Directors

MACo STAFF

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Harold Blattie, Executive Director
Sheryl Wood, Associate Director
Kathy Johnson, Finance Director
Sara McGowan, Accounting Technician
Karen Houston, Meeting Planner
Shantil Siaperas, Legislative Analyst &
Communications Specialist
Sharon Wilson, Administrative Assistant
Greg Jackson, JPIA/JPA Trust
Administrator
Shannon Shanholtzer, JPIA/JPA Associate
Trust Administrator
Emelia McEwen, Sr. Loss Control
Specialist
Jim Muskovich, Loss Control Specialist
Mike Sehestedt, General Counsel
Carol Knight, Legal Assistant
Greg Bonilla, Managing Defense Counsel
Maureen Lennon, Defense Counsel
Beth O’Halloran, Defense Counsel
Kimberly Potter, Legal Assistant
Sidnie DeTonancour, Legal Assistant
Dennis Jupka, Claims Administrator
Wendy Sesselman, Workers’ Comp Claims
Supervisor
John Bandy, Claims Specialist
Bonnie Knopf, Claims Data Specialist
Christine Holling, Senior Claims Rep.
Liz Krzan, Senior Claims Rep.
Debbie Bjerke, Claims Support Specialist
Alyce Bailey, HCT Administrator
Laurie Goltry, HCT Program Coordinator
Pam Walling, HCT Marketing Coordinator
Shelley Murphy, HCT Marketing
Coordinator
Tom Beneventi, Facilities Director

President
Joe Briggs, Cascade County
1st Vice President
Dave Schulz, Madison County
2nd Vice President
Maureen Davey, Stillwater County
Fiscal Officer
Mike McGinley, Beaverhead County
Urban Representative
Jim Reno, Yellowstone County
Immediate Past President
Greg Chilcott, Ravalli County
PAST PRESIDENTS
Connie Eissinger, McCone County
John Ostlund, Yellowstone County
Carl Seilstad, Fergus County
Mike McGinley , Beaverhead
John Prinkki, Carbon County
Bill Kennedy, Yellowstone County
Carol Brooker, Sanders County
Bob Mullen, Jefferson County
DISTRICT CHAIRS
1. Richard Dunbar, Phillips County
2. Douglas Buxbaum, Dawson County
3 Doug Martens, Rosebud County
4. Larry Hendrickson, Liberty County
5. Ben Ober, Toole County
6. Ken Ronish, Fergus County
7. Gerald Dell, Stillwater County
8. Mike Murray, Lewis & Clark County
9. Marty Malone, Park County
10. Bill Barron, Lake County
11. Jean Curtiss, Missoula County
12. Tom Rice, Beaverhead County
ELECTED OFFICIALS ASSOCIATION REPS
County Attorneys - Leo Gallagher, Lewis & Clark
County
Clerk & Recorders - Tammy Lauer, Lincoln
County
Clerks of Court - Valerie Hornsveld,
Broadwater County
Clerks of Court - Connie Mattfield, Musselshell
County
Magistrates - Linda Budeski, Park County
School Superintendents - Susan Beley,
Wheatland County
Sheriffs & Peace Officers - Chris Hoffman,
Ravalli County
Treasurers - Betty Romo, Roosevelt County
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(Please see the MACo website for
more detailed information at www.mtcounties.org)

ASSOCIATE
MEMBERS
Diamond
Member
Arthur Gallagher
Risk Management
Services
MT Dept. of
Commerce

Silver Members

Copper Member
MDU Resources
Anderson
ZurMuehlen
& Company P.C.
Convenient
Payments, LLC
MT Newspaper
Association

AFFILIATE
MEMBER

Nationwide
Retirement
Solutions
NorthWestern
Energy
Apollo Solutions
Group

Montana Association
of County Road
Supervisors (MACRS)

Bronze Members

For information on
how to become an
Associate Member,
visit our website at
www.mtcounties.org
or call
406-449-4360

AT & T
Dorsey & Whitney
Morrison-Maierle
Ameresco, Inc.
Montana
Correctional
Enterprises
WGM Group

Thank you to our
Members!

2014 Directory of
Montana County
Officials
Now Available
Purchase your copy today at
www.mtcounties.org
MACo NEWS
Ph: 449-4360 Fax: 442-5238
maco@mtcounties.org
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