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THANK YOU TO ALL  
OF OUR ADVERTISERS 

   Robinson chosen President of  
  Western Counties Group 

  

Commissioner Lesley Robinson, Phillips County, Mont., was sworn in on 
May 23 as president of the Western Interstate Region (WIR), a caucus affiliated 
with the National Association of Counties (NACo).  During her swearing-in at 
NACo’s WIR conference in Anchorage Municipality, Alaska, Robinson spoke of 
her commitment to be a strong voice for Western county policy priorities at the 
federal level. 
 
“As president of NACo’s Western Interstate Region, I will help shape federal 
policies that directly affect Phillips County and other counties across the    
country,” said Robinson.  “With critical legislative and regulatory issues being 
debated in the nation’s capital, I want to make sure Western voices are heard 
loud and clear.” 
 
Top WIR issues include reauthorizing MAP-21, the surface transportation bill; 
securing long-term funding solutions for counties through the Payment in Lieu 
of Taxes (PILT) and Secure Rural Schools (SRS) programs; and amplifying 
county voices on the newly-proposed definition of “waters of the U.S.” and    
endangered species act legislation.   
  
Robinson’s swearing-in took place at the conclusion of the annual WIR confer-
ence where hundreds of county officials gathered to discuss and address     
issues particularly important to local communities. For more information about 
WIR, visit: http://www.naco.org/legislation/policies/Pages/WIR.aspx. 

WIR’s new 2014 executive team pauses for an official portrait: (l-r) Immediate Past President 
John Martin, commissioner, Garfield County, Colo.; President Lesley Robinson, commissioner, 
Phillips County, Mont.; First Vice President Gordon Cruickshank, commission chair, Valley    
County, Idaho; and Second Vice President Doug Breidenthal, commissioner, Jackson County, 
Ore.  

Photo by Bev Schlotterbeck 

http://www.naco.org/legislation/Pages/MAP21.aspx
http://www.naco.org/legislation/policies/Documents/Public%20Lands/PILTPPTv3.pdf
http://www.naco.org/legislation/policies/Documents/Public%20Lands/PILTPPTv3.pdf
http://www.naco.org/legislation/Documents/Waters-of-the-US-County-Analysis.pdf
http://www.naco.org/legislation/policies/Pages/WIR.aspx
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                                                                       N E W S  R E L E A S E 
 
 

 
NACo CONTACT: Brian Namey 202.942.4220  

 

Seven Montana County Commissioners participate in  
NACo Western Policy Conference 

 
 
WASHINGTON, D.C. – Lesley Robinson-Phillips County, Mike Murray-Lewis & Clark County, Greg 
Chilcott-Ravalli County, Mike McGinley-Beaverhead County, John Prinkki-Carbon County, Maureen 
Davey-Stillwater County, and Joe Briggs-Cascade County participated in the National Association of 
Counties (NACo) 2014 Western   Interstate Region (WIR) Conference held in Anchorage Borough, 
Alaska May 21–23.  The conference brought together hundreds of Western officials, major stakehold-
ers in decisions being made at the federal level.   
 
With critical legislative and regulatory issues being debated in the nation’s capital, county leaders dis-
cussed and addressed issues particularly important to local communities. These issues include reau-
thorizing MAP-21, the cornerstone surface transportation bill; securing long-term funding solutions for 
counties through the Payment in Lieu of Taxes (PILT) and Secure Rural Schools (SRS) programs; and 
amplifying county voices on the newly-proposed definition of “waters of the U.S.”   
 
The conference brought together nationally-renowned experts, state and federal policy leaders and 
county     officials from across the country. Featured speakers included former Alaska Governor Frank 
Murkowski; Municipality of Anchorage Mayor Dan Sullivan; Alaska State Director Bud Cribley, Bureau 
of Land Management, U.S. Department of the Interior; Alaska Regional Forester Beth Pendelton, For-
est Service, U.S. Department of Agriculture; and Martin Buser, four-time Iditarod champion.  
 
In addition to the line-up of dynamic speakers, the WIR conference organized workshops for county 
leaders to delve deeply into topics important to the West. These discussions included county solutions 
for managing wild horses and burros, innovations in rural economic development and reforming coun-
ty public defender systems. 
 
WIR President John Martin, Garfield County, Colo. commissioner chair, spoke about WIR’s dedication 
to represent counties in policy decisions affecting the West.  
 
“Together, we can be a strong voice for Western priorities within NACo, on Capitol Hill, with the Ad-
ministration and for all of our counties,” Martin said. “Western leaders know how to deal with tough is-
sues and get results for our communities.” 
 
The Western conference also provided opportunities for NACo policy committees to discuss effectively 
managing land and natural resources, promoting rural development and prosperity, expanding broad-
band access and preparing for the upcoming wildfire season.  
 
For more information about WIR, visit: http://www.naco.org/legislation/policies/Pages/WIR.aspx. 
 

### 
 

 

mailto:bnamey@naco.org
http://www.naco.org/legislation/Pages/MAP21.aspx
http://www.naco.org/legislation/policies/Documents/Public%20Lands/PILTPPTv3.pdf
http://www.naco.org/legislation/Documents/Waters-of-the-US-County-Analysis.pdf
http://www.naco.org/legislation/policies/Pages/WIR.aspx
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The Public Lands Renewable Energy  

Development Act:  
Paying back the land and communities of 

Montana  
 
 

Commercial-scale wind and solar projects are a relatively new but growing presence on 
western federal lands. Montana is set up to play an important role in this renewable   revo-

lution, and has been ranked in the top three for potential wind power.  To account for this development, land 
management agencies require tools to ensure renewable  energy projects are developed efficiently, responsi-
bly, and with consideration for the communities and wildlife impacted by development. Currently, projects are 
developed on public lands through a non-competitive, project-by-project approach. This provides limited sup-
port to the counties and public land impacted by these development projects. The Public Lands Renewable 
Energy Development Act (S. 279/H.R. 596) would modernize development of renewable energy resources 
ensuring that projects pay back the land and communities they affect. 
 
A recent Conservation in the West poll found that Montana voters were strong advocates of wind energy, with 
53% listing it as one of the top two sources of energy they would encourage the state to develop.  But wind 
development can place a huge burden on counties. Staff time and capital costs incurred by counties have 
typically been overlooked when assessing development impacts to a community.  By returning revenue to the 
county and states, wind development can help support government    services and infrastructure of rural com-
munities. 
 
The Public Lands Renewable Energy Development Act (PLRED) will establish a pilot competitive leasing pro-
gram for wind and solar projects on public lands.  A revenue share from the development will be placed back 
into states, counties, and a Renewable Energy Resource Fund.  Counties and states where development oc-
curs will each    receive 25% of the royalty funds, and be used for road maintenance, public safety and law 
enforcement, conservation or access easements, or capital for leveraging federal and state resources.  In ad-
dition to royalties going back to the affected county and states, PLRED will provide up to 35% of generated 
royalties to conservation funding in the region.  The fund will act much like the Land and Water Conservation 
Fund, with monies going to projects in the effected region and state.  Funding could take shape as habitat 
restoration work, purchase of access easements to isolated blocks of public lands, or enhancing critical wild-
life habitat or game corridors in the region.  PLRED would provide the framework for responsible project plan-
ning and execution, with long term funding going to the regions communities and wildlife. 
 
The expansion of renewable energy industries will help create high paying jobs and  sustainable economic 
development in Montana communities already feeling the impact of wind development. PLRED will address 
the impact development will have on a small community, while also investing in conservation to protect wild-
life and habitat for the life of the project.  Because of this, PLRED has strong bipartisan support in both the 
House and the Senate, with backing from many recreation, conservation, and sportsmen’s organizations, as 
well as western representatives, the Western Governors Association, Montana Association of Counties and 
the National Association of Counties.  Public land and the quality of life it provides is a large reason Montana 
is such an incredible place to live and recreate, and the Public Land Renewable Energy Development Act will 
ensure Montanans have a role in determining how our land will be managed during our country’s journey to 
energy independence.  
 
Hayley Newman is the PLRED outreach coordinator with the National Wildlife Federation. She can be 
reached at hrcnewman@gmail.com. 
 

mailto:hrcnewman@gmail.com
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 Thomas Eldred Lythgoe 
1944 - 2014 

 
Tomas Eldred Lythgoe, 69, of Montana City, passed away in his home on May 

28, 2014, after a long battle with mesothelioma. 

Tom was born on July 23, 1944, in Helena to Eldred Harrop and Bernice Grace 

Tolman Lythgoe. Born and raised here, he planted very deep roots and never 

wanted to leave his beautiful home in Montana. 

After a wonderful childhood in Helena, he married his high school sweetheart and the love of his life, Marcia Holt, 

on March 30, 1968. They were married for 43 years. He owned several restaurants, including the historic Blue-

stone, worked for the Department of Transportation and was a public servant as Jefferson County commissioner 

for 13 years. He has touched the lives of thousands of people throughout his life as a family man, mentor, cowork-

er and friend. 

Tom loved helping people, working with his horses, taking care of his land and home and spending time with his 

beautiful wife, kids and grandkids, friends and family. 

Tom was a member of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. He volunteered his time as a youth coun-

selor and Sunday school teacher, and served in many other church positions. His testimony and love for his Savior 

was apparent to see as he served and mentored the youth. He connected well with them and taught them through 

personal experiences and humor. 

Tom is survived by his three daughters, Stacy (Matt) Darrington of Idaho Falls, Idaho, Mikal Wilkerson of Montana 

City, and Kari (Russ) Holman of Montana City. His surviving sister and brother are Sue Ann Lythgoe (Steve) 

Zundel of St. Anthony, Idaho, and Gary (Jeannie) Lythgoe of Idaho Falls. His grandchildren include Meghan 

(Jared) Butt; Matthew (Alissa), Steven, Craig (Trista) and Michael Darrington; Taylor, TJ, Bryndon, Aimee, Jeri and 

Jaidyn Wilkerson; and Alec, Sam and Rylee Holman. He has 5.5 great-grandchildren. 

He was preceded in death by his wife, Marcia Lythgoe; sister Donna Peterson; mother Grace Lythgoe; and father 

Eldred Harrop Lythgoe. 

Tom’s life was dedicated to his wife, his children, his coworkers, his grandchildren and his friends. He made his 
friends and family laugh every day. He spent his energy and time serving others, giving counsel, and being a 
soundboard to anyone who needed it. He loved his life and all the people in it! 
 

Please visit www.aswfuneralhome.com to offer the family condolences or to share a memory of Tom. 

http://www.aswfuneralhome.com
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 Former Flathead County Sheriff  Chuck Rhodes Dies 

 
 

Former Flathead County Sheriff Chuck Rhodes, whose local law enforcement career 
spanned 27 years, died May 4 at the Montana Veterans Home in Columbia Falls. He was 
79. 
 
Rhodes started working at the sheriff’s office in 1963 and by 1967 was promoted to chief 
criminal deputy. He was an advocate of search and rescue efforts. 
 
In 1970, Rhodes was one of the first deputies elected to the board of directors for the 

Montana Sheriffs and Peace Officers Association, after a change was made allowing deputies to serve on 
the board along with sheriffs. 
 
Rhodes ran against incumbent Sheriff Al Rierson in 1982 and won by a landslide. His campaign theme, “A 
peace officer, not a politician,” resonated with voters. He campaigned in favor of long-range planning and 
drafting a five-year plan for outlining goals in the department. 
 
He easily won re-election in 1986 against Chief Deputy Delbert “Del” Brenneman. Rhodes declined to run 
again in 1990, which opened the door for Jim Dupont’s long career as sheriff after he defeated Rierson in the 
Republican primary and then beat Brenneman in November. 
 
Rhodes was known as a man who stuck to his principles. That was evident in a July 7, 1988, Associated 
Press story that reported Rhodes was “willing to go to jail” rather than comply with a Flathead County District 
Court order requiring him to accept juvenile prisoners at the new county jail. Rhodes said he was “not fighting 
the judges but the system.” 
 
“The American Civil Liberties Union and the federal regulations say we cannot house juveniles with adults. 
Numerous court cases say they can’t be combined,” he said. “I’m trying to protect myself, my staff and Flat-
head County from lawsuits.” 
 
A Flathead Valley native, Rhodes also served as undersheriff for two years under Sheriff Ross Wilson during 
his long tenure in law enforcement. Rhodes started one of the early programs in area schools for drug edu-
cation, later calling it “a proud achievement.” 
 
When Rhodes was elected sheriff in 1982, he had logged 16 years with Flathead Search and Rescue, 
served as a Sheriff’s Posse member and as deputy coroner for many years, and served with the Montana 
National Guard for 31 years, holding the rank of lieutenant colonel.   

http://www.wgmgroup.com
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2014 COUNTY  

SUMMER  
FAIR SCHEDULE 

Baker, Fallon County Fair August 13-17 
Big Timber, Sweet Grass County Fair July 21- 25 
Boulder, Jefferson County Fair August 21-24 
Bozeman, Gallatin County Fair July 16-22 
Broadus, Powder River County Fair August 7-9 
Butte, Butte-Silver Bow County Fair July 31-Aug. 2 
Chinook, Blaine County Fair July 10-13 
Circle, McCone County Fair August 21-22 
Columbus, Stillwater County Fair July 13-19 
Culbertson, Roosevelt County Fair August 6 - 9 
Deer Lodge, Tri-County Fair August 13-17 
Dillon, Beaverhead County Fair August 27-31 
Dodson, Phillips County Fair July 31-Aug. 3 
Ekalaka, Carter County Fair  August 7-10  
Eureka, Lincoln County Fair August 21-24 
Forsyth, Rosebud/Treasure County Fair July 17-20 
Fort Benton, Chouteau County Fair August 15-17 
Glasgow, Valley County Fair August 2–5 
Glendive, Dawson County Fair August 6-10 
Great Falls, Montana State Fair July 25- Aug. 2 
Hamilton, Ravalli County Fair August 27 - 30 

Hardin, Big Horn County Youth  Fair July 30 - Aug. 2 
Harlowton, Wheatland County Fair August 7-9  
Havre, Great Northern Fair July 16-20 
Helena, Last Chance Stampede July 23-26 
Kalispell, Northwest Montana Fair August 13-17 
Lewistown, Central Montana Fair July 23-26 
Livingston, Park County Fair July 30- Aug. 2 
Miles City, Eastern Montana Fair August 20-23 
Missoula, Western Montana Fair August 5-10 
Plains, Sanders County Fair  Aug. 28- 31 
Plentywood, Sheridan County Fair July 24-27 
Ronan, Lake County Fair July 28- Aug. 3 
Scobey, Daniels County Fair July 26- 30 
Shelby, Marias Fair July 17-20 
Sidney, Richland County Fair July 30- Aug. 2 
Stanford, Judith Basin County Fair August 7-9 
Superior, Mineral County Fair July 31– Aug. 2 
Terry, Prairie County Fair August 1-3 
Townsend, Broadwater County Fair July 23-27 
Twin Bridges, Madison County Fair  August 13-17 
Wibaux, Wibaux County Fair August 21-24 

 

http://www.truenorthsteel.com
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SAVE THE DATE! 
Brownfields Tools for Redevelopment and Economic 

Free Brownfield Workshop in Miles City!  June 19, 2014 

Hello Colleagues and Investors!  

You are invited to attend a free brownfields workshop on June 19 which is being co-hosted by the City 
of Miles City Historic Preservation Office and Miles City Preservation Commission and the Technical As-
sistance to Brownfields Program (TAB) at Kansas State University.  

Do you own an abandoned building, old gas station, junk yard or other potentially contaminated property 
that you would like to renovate or sell; or are you thinking about buying a property like that?  Are you 
hesitant to move forward with a transaction due to concerns over environmental liability and the related 
expense?   

This workshop is designed to help you and your community gain a better understanding of what a 
Brownfield is, learn how Brownfield revitalization can be a part of your community’s economic develop-
ment strategy, and hear from state and national leaders on resources available to you and your commu-
nity. 

Who should attend?  Real estate, legal and banking professionals, contractors and developers,  local 
and regional government officials, not-for-profit economic and community development organizations, 
and anyone interested in learning about brownfields or about financial resources for local redevelop-
ment. 

For more information contact:  
Connie Muggli, MCHPC, mchistoricpreservation@qwestoffice.net, 406-232-1524 
Mark Walker, KSU TAB, mewalker@ksu.edu, 303-902-1441 
  

To register, go to the workshop webpage at: https://www.ksutab.org/education/workshops 

Hotel: A block of rooms has been set aside at the government rate at the Sleep Inn, 1006 South Haynes Ave, 
Miles City, (406) 232-3000 

 

Please share this information with your colleagues, clients, and feel free to forward this information to 
any listservs or announcement postings you have to help get the word out.   

We hope to see you there! 

                                           These workshops are made possible with 
                                      funding provided by U.S. EPA 

mailto:mchistoricpreservation@qwestoffice.net?subject=Miles%20City%20MT%20Brownfields%20Workshop%20June%2015
mailto:mewalker@ksu.edu?subject=Miles%20City%20MT%20Brownfields%20Workshop%20June%2015
https://www.ksutab.org/education/workshops
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MACo Conferences 
2014 Annual Conference 

September 21-25 - Hilton Garden Inn, Kalispell 
 

2014 Elected Official Orientation 
December 1-4 - MACo Conference Room, Helena 

 

2015 Midwinter Conference 
February 9-12 - Red Lion Colonial Hotel, Helena 

 

2015 Annual Conference  
September 20-24 - Holiday Inn, Missoula 

MACo News 

http://www.mtcounties.org/hct
mailto:gjackson@mtcounties.org
mailto:smsr@mtcounties.org
http://www.dorsey.com
http://mce.mt.gov
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IT’S ALL ABOUT TRUST IT’S ALL ABOUT TRUST 

We Just Saw The Biggest Explosion In Healthcare Spending In 
Over 30 Years, And It Had A Big Impact On GDP 

Brett Logiurato/BusinessInsider.com 

Spending on healthcare grew an astound-
ing 9.9% in the Bureau of Economic Anal-
ysis' advance estimate of first-quarter 
GDP. 

It's the biggest percent change in 
healthcare spending since 1980, when 
healthcare spending jumped 10% in the 
third quarter. Analysts said it's primarily 
due to a consumption boost from the  im-
plementation of the Affordable Care Act. 
Adjusted for inflation, America is spending 
more on healthcare than ever before. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Image: Phalinn Ooi/flickr 

Personal consumption grew by 3.0%, about half of which was due to the growth in healthcare 
spending, said Ian Shepherdson, chief economist for Pantheon Macroeconomics. 

"If health-care spending had been unchanged, the headline GDP growth number would have 
been -1.0%," Shepherdson said. 

A BEA representative said the uptick "reflects additional spending associated with the implementa-
tion of the Affordable Care Act." 

The first-quarter advance estimate reflects spending from January through March, the first three 
months when millions of people who gained insurance by signing up on exchanges established by 
the law or by qualifying for Medicaid coverage under the program's expansion. 

Jared Bernstein, the former chief economist to U.S. Vice President Joe Biden and now a senior   
fellow at the Center on Budget and Policy Priorities, speculated that the growth was more likely   
associated with the Medicaid expansion at this point. 

Sign-ups through the exchanges exploded in March, the last month of the first open enrollment   
period. Of the more than 8 million people who eventually enrolled in insurance plans, nearly half 
signed up in March or in a special two-week extended period in April. This means the uptick in 
healthcare spending could be even bigger next quarter. 

The detailed consumption data in the advance GDP report displays that spending on doctors and 
hospital services began to rise rapidly last fall, when the law known as Obamacare was implement-
ed. 

"Both are now running at more than twice their pre-Obamacare trend, indicating that pent-up/hidden 
demand for healthcare was huge," Shepherdson said. 

"Next question: How long will it last?”                                                                     Continued on page 11... 

http://www.businessinsider.com/q1-gdp-april-2014-2014-4
http://www.businessinsider.com/why-that-gdp-report-wasnt-that-bad-2014-4
http://www.businessinsider.com/cbo-obamacare-report-how-many-people-are-insured-2014-4
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Here's a chart from Pantheon that shows the growth over the past year in spending on doctor and 
hospital services, the two factors that dominate the healthcare portion of GDP: 

 
Ian Shepherdson/Pantheon Macroeconomics 

Here's a chart from Business Insider's Andy Kierz that shows the annualized quarterly change since 
1980: 

  
Andy Kiersz/Business Insider 

 

We Just Saw The Biggest Explosion In Healthcare Spending In 
Over 30 Years, And It Had A Big Impact On GDP 

Continued from page 10.. 
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http://www.rpa-hln.com
http://www.johnsoncontrols.com/customersolutions
http://www.mtcounties.org/jpia
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                    Hacked! Now What? 
                       From the desk of William F. Pelgrin, Chair 
 

May you opened an e-mail attachment you shouldn’t have and now your computer has slowed to a crawl and 
other strange things are happening. Or perhaps you’re running an out-of-date, or unpatched, operating sys-
tem software (such as Windows XP) and have stated to see “antivirus warnings.” Perhaps your bank called, 
informing you that there has been some unusual activity on your account. Your friends and family may start 
complaining about spam messages they are purportedly receiving from you. These are all signs that your 
computer may have been hacked. 
 
If your computer system has indeed been compromised and infected with a virus or other malware, you need 
to take action to protect your data and prevent your computer from being used to attack others. 
 
Secure Your Computer 
 
Ensure your computer is current with all available patches, fixes, and upgrades. If you do not have your oper-
ating system set to automatically update, do so now by visiting you operating system’s website and following 
the instructions. (In addition, note that support for Windows XP ended April 8, 2014. The end of support Mi-
crosoft will no longer provide new security updates and will therefore become a significant security risk. It is 
recommended that anyone using Window XP migrates to products that are supported, such as Windows 
Vista, Windows 7 or 8.) 
 
Your computer’s security software should also be up-to-date. To check the status, click on the icon for the se-
curity program on your system. If an update is needed, it will be indicated here. If you don’t have security soft-
ware installed, you need to get it. Make sure you have anti-virus and anti-spyware software installed and a 
firewall enabled. 
 
Confirm that you browsers are up-to-date. Tools such as Qualys Browser Check or What Browser can help 
assess the status. 
 
Secure Your Accounts 
 
You probably access numerous online accounts, including social media, banking, new sites, shopping, and 
others. If you’ve been hacked, there is a chance that important passwords have been stolen. Reset your 
passwords for you critical accounts first, starting with your email account, followed by financial and other criti-
cal accounts. It is important to start with email accounts, since password resets for all of your other accounts 
are typically sent to your email. 
 
Use separate and unique ID/password combinations for different accounts and avoid writing them down. 
Make the passwords more complicated by combining letters, numbers, special characters, and by changing 
them on a regular basis. If you are unable to log into one of your accounts, contact the service provider or 
website immediately. Most online providers include an online form, an email address to contact, or a phone 
number to call. 
 
Secure Your Mobile Device 
 
Our increased reliance on smart devices-including mobile phones and tablets-for everyday activities has re-
sulted in an increases number of hacking attempts against these devices. As we do with our personal com-
puters, we have to ensure that the proper steps are taken to protect our information and devices. This in-
cludes installing security software, and keeping all installed software up-to-date. 

http://msisac.cisecurity.org/
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http://commerce.mt.gov
mailto:commerce@mt.gov
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 You arrive at your hotel and check in at the front desk. When checking in, you give the front desk your 
credit card (for all the charges for your room). You get to your room and settle in. 
 
 Someone calls the front desk and asked for; example Room 620 (which happens to be your room). 

MACo News 
Arthur J. Gallagher  

200 S. Orange Avenue, Suite 
1350 Orlando, FL 32801 

 
(800) 524-0191, Ext. 3512 

www.ajg.com 

We are a leader in providing Risk Management solutions to Public Entity and Scholastic organizations. We 
provide: 
 

 First Dollar or Deductible Programs 
 Pools, Captives, or Risk Retention Groups 
 

Large or small, we’ll be your partner in providing Risk Management services for your Public 
Entity.   
 

Please contact Richard Terlecki or Mary Albee at (800) 524-0191 for more information. 

Supreme Court finds Los Angeles County liable for stormwater pollution 
Source: Whittier Daily News (CA)  

 
The Los Angeles County Flood Control District is liable for stormwater pollution that flows down both the Los Angeles 

and San Gabriel rivers, the U.S. Supreme Court announced Monday. 

 

By refusing to consider the county's appeal, the high court let stand the 9th Circuit Court of Appeals ruling from August, 

when the court found the county and the district violated the federal Clean Water Act 140 times from 2002 to 2008 for 

excessive amounts of aluminum, copper, cyanide, zinc and fecal coliform bacteria. 

 

"No longer can the county deny the problem. No longer can the county ignore the law," said Liz Crosson, executive di-

rector of Los Angeles Waterkeeper, a co-plaintiff in the original lawsuit filed in 2008. 

 

The county had argued that it maintains the 2,800 miles of storm drains but is not responsible for the toxic pollutants 

they carry and deposit into Santa Monica Bay, Long Beach, Seal Beach and inland lakes, such as Legg Lake in the 

Whittier Narrows Recreation Area. 

 

The county was deemed responsible in March 2011 for fouling popular beaches and lakes that receive outflows from the 

rivers. The Supreme Court agreed to hear an appeal and in January 2013 ruled in favor of the county but in a narrow 

opinion. The case was remanded to the Ninth Circuit for a full ruling on liability. 

 

The 9th Circuit court divided the case into liability and remedies. The remedy aspect will be heard at a later date, said 

Steve Fleischli, senior attorney with the Natural Resources Defense Council, the other plaintiff in the case. 

 

"The county of Los Angeles has violated the law," he said. "Who is responsible for cleaning it up has not yet been deter-

mined." 

 

Gail Farber, chief engineer of the district and director of the county's Public Works Department, in a prepared statement 

called the Supreme Court's decision not to hear the case "disturbing." Farber believes the liability and the high cost of 

ridding stormwater of pollutants will fall on the county's 88 cities and 140 unincorporated communities. 

Continued on page 16... 

http://www.ajg.com/
http://www.ajg.com
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Supreme Court finds Los Angeles County liable for stormwater pollution 

Continued from page 15... 
 

 

"This could force municipalities to redirect limited public funds from other critical service to spend on controlling pollution 

from private and other sources who are the responsible parties," Farber said in a written statement. 

 

Indeed, the county has estimated the cost of removing this last source of water pollution at $120 billion, said Monrovia 

Mayor Mary Ann Lutz, former chairwoman of the Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Control Board and chairwoman of 

the San Gabriel Valley Council of Governments' water committee. 

 

Lutz said the county is absolutely correct, that each city will be responsible for cleanup. That's because not just the 

county, but each city near the two rivers has taken out National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System permits. So 

each city is technically in violation of breaking environmental laws. 

 

"It is serious. It is big," Lutz said. "It will be millions and millions of dollars for each city, as much as a billion." 

 

Because stormwater pollution is ubiquitous, assigning blame is difficult. The county says so many sources - from motor 

oil on streets and blacktop to pet waste make up what's called nonpoint water pollution - that the county should not 

shoulder the cleanup burden. 

 

Studies say urban runoff sickens 640,000 to 1.4 million people who visit L.A. and Orange County beaches each year, 

according to the NRDC. 

 

Some remedies offered by the NRDC include: bioswales that filter out toxins as runoff percolates into underground aqui-

fers, installing cisterns beneath parking lots to catch and treat runoff before it reaches the ocean, and building storm-

water treatment plants. 

 

Lutz said the cities of Los Angeles County are asking Congress to provide funding for such remedies. They've also 

asked Assemblyman Anthony Rendon, D-South Gate, to include funding for stormwater treatment in a proposed $8 bil-

lion water bond measure that also protects the Sacramento-San Joaquin River Delta. Many bills being debated in Sacra-

mento would replace the $11.2 billion version on the November ballot. 

 

"We need to deploy green infrastructure and capture more stormwater. So when it does rain, we don't treat it as a liabil-

ity but as a resource," Fleischli said. 

http://www.m-m.net
http://www.uscommunities.org
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MACo News 
Emelia’s Safety Corner 

 Safety tip of the Month 

Be Safe? 

I don’t think saying those two words has any bear-
ing whatsoever on whether or not I get hurt.              

When was the last time someone told you to “Be 
Safe!” Was it at briefing? Was it at the last safety 
meeting? Was it after lunch before you went back 
to the work? 
Chances are it wasn’t that long ago.  Chances 
are you recently told somebody else to “Be 
Safe”. We say it a lot, so what? 

I have one simple question: What does “Be Safe” 
really mean? 

When I hear these two words, am I supposed to 
do something? Does it mean roll my sleeves down 
and wear my gloves? Does it mean don’t do any-
thing that could get me hurt? (That pretty much 
means don’t do anything at all, right?) It just 
makes me wonder why people always tell me to 
“Be Safe” as I’m heading out to do something 
that’s dangerous (like fight fire). 

I sometimes wonder if certain folks are telling 
me to “Be Safe” so if I end up getting hurt they 
can say: “Well, I told him to be safe!” I know 
that’s not really the case. People are not mali-
cious. I know that people who tell me to “Be Safe” 
are well intentioned. They really do hope that I 
don’t get hurt. But I don’t think saying those two 
words has any bearing whatsoever on whether or 
not I get hurt. 

I think the phrase “Be Safe” has lost its meaning, 
or never really had any. It’s almost like saying: 
“Hey, let’s hope nothing bad happens!” We all 
know hope is not a plan. 

Even with all the best intentions “Be Safe” (or 
“Stay Safe” or any other version of that statement) 
has become mindless rhetoric. 

So, let’s toss it. 

I feel like I might actually pause and think about it 
if someone told me to “make good decisions” or 
“calculate the risk” or something along those 
lines. 

Maybe we shouldn’t say the same thing all the 
time. Maybe we should constantly mix it up. 
“Have more than one escape route”, “be patient”, 
“help the new folks”, “ask questions”, “have a 
plan”, “look at your watch” etc. (I’m sure you can 
think of plenty of worthwhile things to say!) 

Yes, I know I am rambling on and on about a silly 
little phrase. But that silly little phrase is indicative 
of how we approach things. It perpetuates the 
myth that our work environment is inherently safe 
and individual choices are what make it unsafe. 

That just means it’s always your fault if you get 
hurt – and I don’t buy that. 

Here is how it really is: We constantly enter an 
extremely dynamic and inherently unsafe work 
environment and the decisions we make may in-
crease or decrease the amount of risk involved, 
but we will never make it entirely safe. 

Don’t waste your breath telling someone to “Be 
Safe”. Make it count. Give them the courtesy of 
putting some thought into it and telling them 
something concrete and actionable. 

Or, just wish them Good Luck.  

Travis Dotson 
Fire Management Specialist 
 
 
 

“Go get that cheese for me! But...be safe!”  
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NACo Webinars 

MACo News 

2014  
Directory of Montana 

County Officials 
 

Now Available  
 

Order your directory by  
going to our website: 
www.mtcounties.org 

 

Only $15.00 

 

 
June 5, 2:00 PM - 3:15 PM  EST 

 (General Audience) 
 

Investing in Counties: Pay-for-Success  
Models in Action 

 

As a follow-up to last week’s (5/29) webinar, this 
session will demonstrate practical applications 
of pay-for-success financing models. Hear 
county examples that have used this type of 
funding to pay for innovative programs and ser-
vices like supportive housing and recidivism re-
duction. Presenters will share why jurisdictions 
decide to use a pay-for-success model, how 
they set the terms of what “success” looked like, 
and lessons learned from their experiences. 
 
Contact: Kathy Rowings - krowings@naco.org 
 

 
June 12, 2:00 PM - 3:15 PM  EST 

 (General Audience) 
 

Collaborating with County Partners to  
Create an Employee Wellness Program 

 

Counties are developing and implementing   
various types of employee wellness programs. 
Are there opportunities for collaboration within 
your county for creating employee wellness  
programs that can improve the well-being of 
your employees while potentially reducing 
health care costs? This webinar will discuss 
some innovative approaches some counties are 
using to improve employee health. 
 
Contact: Emmanuelle St. Jean -
stjean@naco.org 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

July 11-14 
Morial Convention Center 

Orleans Parish- New Orleans, Louisiana 

Registration is NOW OPEN! 

NACo’s 79th Annual Conference and Exposition provides 
an opportunity for all county leaders and staff to learn, 
network and guide the direction of the association. The 
Annual Conference, held each July, is hosted by a mem-
ber county. 

This year, the conference will be held in Orleans Parish, 
(New Orleans) Louisiana. The Annual Conference pro-
vides county officials with a great opportunity to vote on 
NACo’s policies related to federal legislation and regula-
tion; elect officers; network with colleagues; learn about 
innovative county programs; find out about issues impact-
ing counties across the county; and view products and 
services from participating companies and exhibitors. 

https://members.naco.org/eweb/DynamicPage.aspx?webcode=eventregnaco&Reg_evt_key=ab0fc725-c010-481e-b861-3e1d256f41d0&RegPath=EventRegFees
http://www.mtcounties.org
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MACo News 

COUNTY TITLE NAME UPDATED  INFORMATION 

Anaconda-Deer Lodge Commissioner Terry Vermeire Ph#  - 563-2811 

Anaconda-Deer Lodge Road Foreman Larry Sturm 
Email: 
lsturm@anacondadeerlodge.mt.gov 

Blaine 
All Elected Officials except  
Justice of the Peace  

All county-wide email domains 
changed to: @blainecounty-mt.gov 

Daniels & Valley Safety Coordinator Lee Humbert & Bruce Peterson 
Nancy Hamilton, Cell# 230-0922, 
email:nhamilton@valleycountymt.gov 

Garfield Sheriff/Coroner Frank Edwards Clay Lammers appointed 

Glacier Treasurer Kate Salois 
Andrea Anderson appointed, email: 
andrea@glaciercountymt.org 

Hill Clerk & Recorder Darla J. Dahl Susan Armstrong appointed 

Jefferson Treasurer Patty O’Neill Randy McGinnis appointed 

Lewis & Clark Commissioner Susan Geise Ph#  - 396-4645 (cell) 

2014 DIRECTORY OF MONTANA COUNTY OFFICIALS UPDATES 

MACo Staff Loss Control Specialist Jim Muskovich Cell# 790-0612 

MACo Staff Claims Specialist John Bandy 
Cell# 431-2792, email:  
jbandy@mtcounties.org 

MACo Staff Claims Administrator Dennis Jupka Cell# & email remain the same 

Madison Justice of the Peace Maryann O’Malley A. Suzanne Nellen appointed 

Missoula Administrative Officer Dale Bickell Vickie Zeier appointed 

Park Attorney Brett Linneweber Nels Swandal appointed 

Powell Commissioner Ralph “Rem” Mannix Email: rmannix@powellcountymt.gov 

Prairie Attorney Garry Paul Bunke Daniel Rice appointed 

   Revised 5/13/14 

mailto:emcewen@mtcounties.org
mailto:jmuskovich@mtcounties.org
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Around Our Counties 
Gallatin County 

  Gallatin County  
has hired Jim Doar, 
36, as the new Gal-
latin County Adminis-
trator on a three-year 
contract. 
 Commissioner 
Joe Skinner  said the 
commission received 
46 applications for the 
position - five were 
selected for inter-
views, two finalists 
were chosen and one 
dropped out. 
 “He’s young but 
he has a lot of good 
experience,” said 
Skinner. 
 Doar has served 
as the town manager 
of Bethel, Maine since 
2009 and served as 
town manager of 
Rumford, Maine from 
2007 to 2008. He also 
oversaw airport oper-
ations in Bethel. 
 The professional 
opportunity presented 
in Gallatin County 
along with his family’s 
love of the northern 
Rockies made him 
apply for the position, 
Doar said. And he is 
an outdoorsman who 
likes to ski. 
 Doar has a mas-
ter’s degree in public 
administration from 
Florida State Univer-
sity and a bachelor’s 
degree in political sci-
ence from University 
of Florida. 
 Doar was an en-
listed soldier in the 
U.S. Army’s 82nd Air-
borne. He was honor-

Jefferson County 
 Just in time for the 
upcoming June elections 
and Sesquicentennial 
Celebration, the Old Red 
Schoolhouse in Clancy 
has new sidewalks due to 
the generosity of Gruber 
Excavating and M2J Con-
struction. 
 Sidewalks in front of 
the stairs along the build-
ing to the ramp of the 
second entrance were 
deeply cracked, ledged, 
with whole sections of 
concrete missing, and 
coming up in chunks. 
Each winter, clearing the 
walk was difficult and ice 
formed and lingered 
throughout the season. 
 In addition to the trip 
and slip hazards, drain-
age problems had to be 
solved so that the new 
sidewalks would last. 
John Shephard and 
Wade Utphall of Jefferson 
County Facilities Depart-
ment, Bob Benson of the 
Old Red Schoolhouse 
Foundation, and Jane 
Hamman and Lynora 
Rogstad of the North Jef-
ferson County Library 
Board formed the team 
that worked out the solu-
tion. 
 Financial assistance 
from Jefferson County 
and the North Jefferson 
County Library Board, 
with donations of labor/
materials from Gruber 
Excavating, M2J Inc., and 
North Jefferson County 
Library Board, made the 
project finally achievable. 
 

 

ably discharged from 
active duty in 1999. He 
also worked for New 
York state as a budget 
analyst. 
Doar said his wife’s 
family lives in Wyoming 
and they had planned 
on moving west to be 
closer to them. 
 Previous Adminis-
trator Earl Mathers re-
signed in November to 
become the county 
manager in Gaston 
County, North Caroli-
na. 
 

Glacier County 
 The Glacier County 
Library received the 
2013 Excellent Library 
Service Award (ELSA) 
from the Montana 
State Library (MSL) 
Commission at the 
100th annual Montana 
Library Association 
conference held in Mis-
soula in April. 
 The ELSA recog-
nizes libraries for 
achieving excellence in 
serving their communi-
ties in areas including 
collection develop-
ment, information    
access, policies, plan-
ning and evaluation, 
fiscal management, 
board accomplish-
ments, continuing edu-
cation for staff and 
trustees, and outreach 
to the  community. The 
ELSA requirements are 
adapted from Mon-
tana's current Public 
Library Standards, 
which serves as a 
measuring tool for li-

braries in the state. 
 "The Montana State 
Library Commission is 
honored to recognize our 
state's very best in li-
brary services with the 
ELSA," said MSL Com-
mission Chair Richard 
Quillin. Montana libraries 
face unique challenges 
from our geography, cli-
mate, and rural environ-
ment. But the libraries 
that received the ELSA 
are not only meeting 
these challenges, they 
are also exceeding ex-
pectations to ensure that 
the communities they 
serve are connected     
to the latest in infor-
mation, technology, and 
knowledge." 
 

Madison County 
 The Madison County 
Commissioners ap-
proved a bid for con-
struction improvements 
to the Twin Bridges Air-
port during their May 5 
regular board meeting. 
 According to a letter 
to Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration (FAA) in 
Helena from Commis-
sioner Jim Hart, the 
county opened bids on 
May 1, 2014, for Twin 
Bridges Airport improve-
ments project. The pro-
ject will extend the cur-
rent runway from ap-
proximately 4,700 feet to 
approximately 6,600 
feet, he said. 
 “After careful exami-
nation of the bids re-
ceived, we are hereby 
requesting the FAA’s 
concurrence in award to 
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Great Northern Friday 
night, and Sawyer
 Brown Saturday 
night, plus free BBQs 
each night. Airplane 
ping pong ball drops 
each afternoon will 
proved excitement and 
prizes to those lucky 
enough to pick up a 
specially marked ball. 
Local and children’s 
entertainment will 
please all ages, while 
vendors will satisfy 
thirst and hunger 
pangs. Each evening, 
Dan Hunthausen & the 
Train Wrecks will pro-
vide entertainment in 
the beer garden and 
much, much more... All 
will take place at the 
Richland County Fair-
grounds. 
 Saturday starts off 
with the Centennial Pa-
rade at 10 a.m. 

  

Sanders County 
 For eight years 
April Phillips operated 
a forklift for Thompson 
River Lumber. 
 Now on a new 
course, she is at the 
Law Enforcement 
Academy in Helena. 
 The newly-hired 
Sanders County Sher-
iff’s Deputy - the coun-
ty’s sole female officer 
at this time - is excited 
about the direction her 
life is taking. The acad-
emy education aug-
ments what she’s al-
ready learned about 
her new pursuit. 
 “I’m so excited to 
learn about things I’m 
so passionate about”, 

Around Our Counties 
the low bidder, Helena 
Sand and Gravel, Inc.” 
Hart wrote in the letter. 
 The base agreement 
for the airport improve-
ment is the extension to 
the runway. Added alter-
nate one is to build an 
additional “jughandle” 
turn around; alternate 
two is to increase the 
thickness of the runway 
pavement to handle 
heavier planes, Hart ex-
plained. 
 Commissioner Dave 
Schulz moved to offer 
the project to Helena 
Sand and Gravel, Inc., 
noting it was recom-
mended by the project 
engineer and supported 
by the county airport 
board. 
 According to Schulz, 
the project is estimated 
to last four months from 
start to finish, and the 
county hopes it will be 
completed by the end of 
September. 
 “The airport will have 
to be closed down for 
the majority of that time,” 
Schulz explained. 
 “Twin Bridges has a 
dirt runway on the south 
end of the taxiway that 
goes from the hangers 
out to the runway,” Hart 
added. “That dirt runway 
will be available for 
some aviation, but most  
operations will be shut 
down.” 
 

Richland County 
 Richland County will 
celebrate its 100th birth-
day with a huge party 
June 13-15. Enjoy free 
concerts by Rob Quist & 

she said. 
 Now officially “35-
8”. She gradually real-
ized “I’ve always been 
interested in law en-
forcements, and I 
wanted to give back to 
the community in an-
other way.” 
 Two years ago , 
Phillips embarked into 
law enforcement, train-
ing as a reserve sher-
iff’s officer. “I thought it 
could open a door to a 
future career within 
Sanders County,” she 
said. 
 Not one to sit idle, 
she added another 
involvement a year 
ago - joining Sanders 
County Search and 
Rescue. 

 

Sweet Grass 
County 

 The Sweet Grass 
County Commission-
ers wrote Montana De-
partment of Transpor-
tation Officials earlier 
this month to request 
an assessment of the 
Boulder River bridge 
on Big Timber Loop 
Road. 
 The commission 
requested an evalua-
tion of the bridge's hy-
draulic flow capacity to 
identify lost hydraulic 
capacity due to chang-
es in the streambed 
and island develop-
ment in the river chan-
nel. 
 According to the 
letter, the board is con-
cerned that bed      
aggravation due to 

large cobble deposits 
upstream and under the 
bridge, along with the 
island development, 
have greatly reduced the 
hydraulic capacity of the 
bridge and hinders effi-
cient water flow through 
the passageway. 
 The commissioners 
state a concern that if 
the issue is left un-
checked, spring runoff 
and high-water events 
will force the river to 
abandon its current 
channel, causing finan-
cial hardship to private 
and public landowners. 
 Sweet Grass County 
Conservation District su-
pervisors recently toured 
the area with Montana 
Department of Environ-
mental Quality and Mon-
tana Fish, Wildlife and 
Parks officials — stream 
protection and permitting  
administrators — who all 
recommended MDOT 
evaluation of the bridge. 
 During a Local Emer-
gency Preparedness 
Committee meeting in 
late April, Commissioner 
Bob Faw said he be-
lieved the bridge pas-
sageway was anywhere 
from 60 to 70 percent 
plugged, which is a flood 
concern heading into a 
high-water season. 
 The purpose of the 
letter was to make 
MDOT aware of the 
problem so they can alle-
viate the problem before 
flooding starts instead of 
costing a significant 
amount of money after-
ward. 
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 Calendar of Events 
Calendar of Events 
(Please see the MACo website for  

more detailed information at www.mtcounties.org) 
 

 

June 2014 
12 - 13  JPIA/JPA Defense Counsel Meeting - MACo 

  Conf. Room 
23 - 25  MACo Trustee Meetings - MACo Conf. Room 
 
July 2014 
11 - 15  NACo annual Conference & Exposition - New 

  Orleans 

MACo NEWS 
Ph: 449-4360 Fax: 442-5238 

maco@mtcounties.org 

 

2014 Directory of 
Montana County 

Officials 
 

Now Available 
 

Purchase your copy today at 
www.mtcounties.org  

 

Board of Directors 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

President 
Joe Briggs, Cascade County 
1st Vice President 

Dave Schulz, Madison County 
2nd Vice President 
Maureen Davey, Stillwater County 
Fiscal Officer 

Mike McGinley, Beaverhead County 
Urban Representative 
Jim Reno, Yellowstone County 
Immediate Past President 

Greg Chilcott, Ravalli County 
 

PAST PRESIDENTS 

Connie Eissinger, McCone County 
John Ostlund, Yellowstone County 
Carl Seilstad, Fergus County 
Mike McGinley , Beaverhead 
John Prinkki, Carbon County 
Bill Kennedy, Yellowstone County 
Carol Brooker, Sanders County 
Bob Mullen, Jefferson County 
 

DISTRICT CHAIRS 

1.   Richard Dunbar, Phillips County 
2.   Douglas Buxbaum, Dawson County 
3    Doug Martens, Rosebud County 
4.   Larry Hendrickson, Liberty County 
5.   Ben Ober, Toole County 
6.   Ken Ronish, Fergus County 
7.   Gerald Dell, Stillwater County 
8.   Mike Murray, Lewis & Clark County 
9.   Marty Malone, Park County                                        
10. Bill Barron, Lake County 
11. Jean Curtiss, Missoula County 
12. Tom Rice, Beaverhead County 

 
ELECTED OFFICIALS ASSOCIATION REPS 

County Attorneys - Leo Gallagher, Lewis & Clark 
County 
Clerk & Recorders  - Tammy Lauer, Lincoln 
County 
Clerks of Court - Valerie Hornsveld,  
Broadwater  County 
Clerks of Court - Connie Mattfield, Musselshell 
County 
Magistrates - Gary Olsen, Broadwater County 
School Superintendents - Susan Beley,  
Wheatland County  
Sheriffs & Peace Officers - Chris Hoffman,  
Ravalli County  
Treasurers - Betty Romo, Roosevelt County 

MACo STAFF 
Harold Blattie, Executive Director 

Sheryl Wood, Associate Director 

Kathy Johnson, Finance Director 

Sara McGowan, Accounting Technician 

Karen Houston, Meeting Planner 

Shantil Siaperas, Legislative Analyst & 

Communications Specialist 

Sharon Wilson, Administrative Assistant 

Greg Jackson, JPIA/JPA Trust  

Administrator 

Shannon Shanholtzer, JPIA/JPA Associate 

Trust Administrator 

Emelia McEwen, Sr. Loss Control  

Specialist 

Jim Muskovich, Loss Control Specialist 

Mike Sehestedt, General Counsel 

Carol Knight, Legal Assistant 

Greg Bonilla, Managing Defense Counsel 

Maureen Lennon, Defense Counsel 

Beth O’Halloran, Defense Counsel 

Kimberly Potter, Legal Assistant 

Sidnie DeTonancour, Legal Assistant 

Dennis Jupka, Claims Administrator 

Wendy Sesselman, Workers’ Comp Claims 

Supervisor 

John Bandy, Claims Specialist 

Bonnie Knopf, Claims Data Specialist 

Christine Holling, Senior Claims Rep. 

Liz Krzan, Claims Rep. 

Debbie Bjerke, Claims Support Specialist 

Alyce Bailey, HCT Associate Trust  

Administrator 

Laurie Goltry, HCT Program Coordinator 

Pam Walling, HCT Marketing Coordinator 

Shelley Murphy, HCT Marketing  

Coordinator 

Tom Beneventi, Facilities Director  

ASSOCIATE 
MEMBERS 

 

Diamond 
Member 

Arthur Gallagher 
Risk Management 

Services 

MT Dept. of 
Commerce 

 

Silver Members 
Nationwide 
Retirement 
Solutions 

NorthWestern 
Energy 

Johnson Controls 
 
 

Bronze Members 
AT & T 

Dorsey & Whitney 
Morrison-Maierle  
Ameresco, Inc. 

Montana 
Correctional 
Enterprises 

WGM Group 
 
 

 Copper Member 
 MDU Resources 

Anderson 
ZurMuehlen  

& Company P.C. 
Convenient 

Payments, LLC 
MT Newspaper 

Association 
 

AFFILIATE 
MEMBER 

Montana Association 

of County Road 

Supervisors (MACRS) 
 

Thank you to our 

Members! 
 

For information on 

how to become an 

Associate Member, 

visit our website at 

www.mtcounties.org 

 or call  

406-449-4360 

Legislative Interim Meetings 
at the Capitol 

(Please see the MACo website for  

more detailed information at www.mtcounties.org) 
 

June 2014 
5    SAVA 
16 - 17   Education & Local Government 
 
July 2014 
14 - 15   Economic Affairs 
18         Energy & Telecommunications 
16 - 17    Revenue & Transportation 

http://www.mtcounties.org
mailto:maco@mtcounties.org

