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THANK YOU TO ALL
OF OUR ADVERTISERS

“2015” -

Finally here and already through
January. Happy New Year to one and all. I hope your
winter is progressing well and you experience good
health and prosperity in the coming year.
The 2015 Legislative Session is well under way.
Harold, Sheryl, John, and Shantil are watching every bill, every action,
and every legislator as the session progresses. I expect to be present
for much of the session and am getting a quick lesson from Harold and
staff on how to participate in representing your interests. I expect bills that
are more critical and yet controversial will be rising to the top soon. Stay
informed as many of these will affect how counties do business.
In early January, Harold and I attended the 2015 state Association of
Presidents and Executive Directors meeting in Washington DC. The
evening we arrived, Tuesday, we attended the swearing in reception for
Montana’s newest Congressman, Ryan Zinke. It was a special
experience since neither of us had ever been to such an event before.
And, we spent time with the Congressman and his family as well as many
friends who had made the trip for the occasion. Wednesday, we had
meetings with each of our delegation. Since I have been acquainted with
each of our delegation and many of their staff, it is always a privilege to
meet and address topics important to Montana. Steve Daines and Ryan
Zinke were each in a new office for the first day of their term so there was
an expected element of confusion surrounding our visits. Obviously, with
Senators Tester and Daines and Representative Zinke the topics of
funding PILT and SRS as well as the status of Keystone were primary to
our discussions.
Thursday, all of the Presidents and Executives were together. We heard
from NACo President Hokama, NACo Executive Director, Matt Chase
and several staff who all spoke to the 2015 Congress and issues affecting
America’s counties. Following that, we heard from other NACo staff about
programs and services available to each state and county. In the afternoon, we all were shuttled to the White House where we were addressed
by the President’s Governmental Affairs Director on numerous issues
they are working on.
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That evening we had dinner at the National Press Club and were addressed by Chris Cillizza who
writes for the Washington Post. Cillizza gave us a very informative and yet somewhat humorous
perspective on what we should expect from the 114 th Congress. As the NACo County News reported, this was a “jam packed agenda” for state presidents and exec’s.
Thanks Harold for a great experience!! I look forward to seeing you at Mid-Winter in February and at
the Capitol through the session. Stay safe and warm.

January White House meeting, NCCAE Executives

January White House meeting, NCCAE Presidents
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MACo welcomes four new employees to the family
Mitch Young
Defense Services
I am the newest member of MACo
Defense Services. I come from Polson, where I spent the last twentyfive years in the Lake County Attorney’s Office, including eight years as
the county attorney. I graduated
from Capital High in 1981, so this
move represents a sort of homecoming for me.
I attended college at the University of Montana, attaining
a B.S. in political science in 1985. I began law school in
1986 and earned my J.D in 1989. During my last year in
law school I worked as an intern with the Missoula County
Attorney’s Office, which spurred my decision to work as a
deputy county attorney after graduating.
Joining me in Helena is my wife, Julie, and our youngest
daughter, Anna. Our eldest daughter Jaime is a junior at
the University of Idaho and middle daughter Kristin is a
freshman at Concordia College in Minnesota.
In keeping with the OCD tendencies required of attorneys,
I train for and compete in triathlon, distance running and
(road) bike racing.
Other hobbies include hunting,
kayaking, racquetball and cross country skiing. If you
give me the slightest encouragement I will attempt to
have you join me in one or all of the above.

Kim O’Brian
JPIA Claims Specialist
I was born and raised in
California. After moving around a
couple of times we landed in Montana in 1989 due to my fathers job.
I went to Helena High and graduated
in 1994. Went to the University of Mary on a softball
scholarship for 2 years and then decided it was way to
cold for me and decided to transfer back to California. I
attended CSU-Sacramento and graduated there in 1999
with a BS degree in Criminal Justice.
I moved back to Montana shortly after graduation for my
family was still located in Helena. Shortly after my move
back to Helena I met my husband Tony. We were
married in 2003 and have 8 children; Kellan 10, Isabel 8,
Aidan 7, Regan 6, Tristan 4, Alaura and Bryce 2, and
Tanner 6 months. Yes all 8 are mine.
Prior to coming to MACo I spent a few years working with
Health Insurance, then made a leap and started to do
workers compensation claims to which I did for the past
11 ½ years prior to my move to the P&C program at
MACo.
I love sports, the outdoors and spending time with my
wonderful family. I don’t have a lot of free time but I do
watch TV periodically and my favorite shows are Criminal
Minds, Hart of Dixie and The Walking Dead.

Deanna Carpenter
HCT Administrative/Enrollment Assistant
I am the newest member of the Health Care Trust. To share a little bit about myself with you; I was
born in Havre, MT and lived on our family’s ranch south of Malta until I was six. My family moved to
Helena and stayed there until I was twelve. My father took a transfer that moved us to Utah and
that is where I stayed until nearly four years ago. My son and I moved back to Helena in the spring
of 2011 and we are both enjoying the wide open spaces. So I am technically a “Montanan” even
though it’s complicated when people ask if I’m from here.
I enjoy being outdoors, hiking and camping being my favorite activities. In the fall, I have been known to spend afternoons and evenings out in the woods picking huckleberries. If there isn’t too much homework to help with in the evenings I try to spend some time doing yoga.
I come to the Health Care Trust with three years of medical insurance experience. I spent one and a half years at Xerox
on the Montana State Fund account, and two years on their Montana Medicaid account. Before moving back to Montana
I spent nearly seven years with the United States Postal Service.
I am excited and eager to learn new things and I am very happy to have found somewhere that I can grow and learn
both professionally and personally.
Continued on page 4...
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Brian Hopkins
Associate General Counsel
Personnel Services
I have a law degree from Capital
University in Columbus Ohio,
and an advanced degree in
environmental law from George
Washington University, Washington D.C.
I was an Air Force judge advocate (JAG) officer for
20 years. Since retiring from the Air Force, I have
worked at the Department of Labor and Industry as
a agency counsel, and then the last 7 1/2 years as
Chief Civil Deputy County Attorney in Cascade
County.
I am married with two adult sons who live in
Bozeman.

Internet Awareness
Source: DIS Technology News

Despite constant development in security and stability,
the Internet still remains very much a Wild West landscape. You can navigate through it, but you never
know when you might encounter a hidden danger.
Threat exist on a global scale.
Cybercriminals want information. They don’t care
whose information they access and steal, or what
damage they may do. They want to take what they can
get and they want to sell it. There are people who do
this for a living. In a period of one minute, there are
hundreds of cyber-attacks originating in China, targeting the United States. What can you do? Stay aware
and stay vigilant.
Visit websites you know and trust: This is the simplest
and most effective way to keep safe.
Keep your web browser and computers up-to-date with
the latest patches and security updates: While your
office computers should be kept up-to-date automatically, you still need to keep an eye on updates for your
home computer(s). Don’t ignore these updates.
Know websites you input personal information or credit
card information into are secure: Look at the address
bar. If you see “https” you are on a secure web page. If
you see “http” you are not on a secure web page.
Make websites you visit more secure: Browser extensions, such as HTTPS Everywhere, help make web
browsing more secure. HTTPS Everywhere takes
standard “http” web pages and secures them with
“https” by automatically directing you to the secure version of the site. It’s not compatible with every web
page, but it goes a long way in protecting you.
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Philip D. Hill
1933 - 2015
Garfield County Commissioner
Philip Donald Hill, 81 years of age, Mosby, Montana, passed away suddenly on
Monday, January 19, 2015, on the ranch where he had lived his entire life. Phil
was born September 4, 1933, in Billings, Montana, to Lou Eldon and Margaret
“Mugs” Irene (Youderian) Hill, the third of four children. He attended Weede
School, a one-room country school, for his elementary education, and graduated
from Winnett High School with the class of 1952. He retold stories of his school
pranks and high school sports, holding his early friends in high esteem. He
helped his dad on the ranch growing up and began a partnership with Lou after high school that continued
until Lou retired. His early hero was his mother’s only brother Eugene Youderian of Lincoln, MT, with whom
he spent his 19th birthday and 10 days of fishing and packing into the mountains. They rode horseback over
harrowingly narrow paths where they untied the string of horses to let them each pick a path and not risk one
horse taking the entire string over the edge of the mountain.
The summer of 1953 Phil met the love of his life when Delores LaVerne Lindquist spent a week teaching
Daily Vacation Bible School at the Mosby Community Hall. He and his best friend Don McGiboney rode
horses across the river to meet Delores; she noticed his custom-made boots with his name tooled in leather
and they quickly developed an easy friendship. Phil committed his life to God at Lewtana Camp in July, and
they were married at Emmaus Evangelical Free Church, Funk, Nebraska, on December 30, 1953. To this union five children were born: Lynda, Sandra, Gary, Scott, and Kevin. Phil and Delores spent their first winter
living in a teacherage at Steve’s Fork, Montana, where Delores taught three students in a one-room school.
They moved to the ranch that summer, where they built their dreams and raised their family. Phil was a
charter member of First Baptist Church in Winnett, Montana, where he served as a trustee and deacon. His
faith grew throughout his life, and his greatest joy was fellowship with friends and family. Phil was elected to
Garfield District 42 school board and served on state special education, veterinary, and grass boards; he
served on the Montana Republican Executive Committee and two terms as a Garfield County Commissioner.
He was a 4-H leader in Garfield County for more than 25 years. Phil and Delores opened their new ranch
home as a bed and breakfast in 2000, where they claimed friends became family. After busy autumn hunting
season each year, they would attend National Rodeo Finals as season ticket holders. Phil loved horses, Angus cattle, sheep, and especially bonded with ranch dogs and their French poodle Copper. His easy laugh
and constant teasing endeared him to all who were privileged to call him dad, grandpa, uncle, or friend.
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MACo Midwinter Conference - Red Lion Colonial - Helena
February 9 - 12, 2015
Draft Agenda
Registration : Lobby

Wednesday, February 11

Monday
Tuesday - Wednesday
Thursday

11:00 am - 5:00 pm
7:30 am - 5:00 pm
7:30 am - 11:00 am

7:00 am - 8:00 am
8:00 am
8:00 am - 9:00 am

Monday, February 9
1:00 pm - 4:30 pm
Noon - 1:00 pm
4:30 pm
6:00 pm

MACo Committee Meetings
Lunch
Coalition of Forest Counties
Meeting & 6 County Fort Peck
Lake Group Meeting
Board of Directors’ Dinner
Meeting

10:30 am - Noon
11:15 am - Noon
Noon - 1:00 pm
1:00 pm - 2:00 pm
2:00 pm - 2:30 pm
3:00 pm - 4:00 pm
4:00 pm - 5:00 pm
5:00 pm

Tuesday, February 10

HCT Trustees Breakfast
Meeting
“Employment Day”
Nationwide Retirement
Resolutions
General Session continued
JPA Membership Meeting
Lunch
Exempt Wells
Public Surplus
JPIA Membership Meeting
JPA Membership Meeting
MACo “Pool” Party
Everyone Welcome!

Thursday, February 12
7:00 am - 8:30 am
7:30 am - 8:30 am
8:00 am - 5:00 pm
8:30 am - Noon
Noon - 1:00 pm
1:00 pm - 3:00 pm
3:30 pm - 4:30 pm
4:30 pm - 5:30 pm
4:30 pm - 5:30 pm
4:30 pm - 5:30 pm
5:30 pm
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JPA Trustees Breakfast Meeting
Reservations Counties Meeting
Clerk & Recorders Meeting
MACo Committee Meetings
Lunch
General Session
Reappraisals
Oil, Gas & Coal Counties
Meeting
Hard Rock Mining Counties
Urban Counties Meeting
JPIA Trustees Dinner Meeting

8:30 am - 10:30 am
11:00 am
11:30 am - 1:00 pm
1:00 pm - 4:00 pm
1:00 pm
4:00 pm

Legislative Issues
Load bus to go to Capitol
Lunch in the Rotunda with the
Legislators
Spend the remainder of the
afternoon at the Capitol
For those not wanting to spend
the afternoon at the Capitol, bus
will return to the Hotel
For those wanting to spend
the afternoon at the Capitol, bus
will return to the Hotel
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State of the Union includes key county priorities
NACo stands ready to strengthen local, state, federal partnership
WASHINGTON, D.C. – The National Association of Counties (NACo) responded to President Obama's State
of the Union Address and vowed to work with the President and Congress to achieve shared priorities
important to the nation's counties, including economic recovery and investing in transportation and
infrastructure.
"Many of President Obama's domestic policy goals align with priorities county governments work to achieve
every day," said NACo President Riki Hokama, council member, Maui County, Hawaii. "We look forward
to continuing to work with the Administration and leaders on Capitol Hill because federal decisions
have a cascading effect on county governments and residents. We stand ready to strengthen counties'
intergovernmental collaboration to benefit everyday Americans."
One of the President's top priorities is making sure more Americans feel the national economic resurgence he
discussed. While the national economy has seen progress, recovery on the ground remains sluggish and
uneven.
According to NACo's County Economic Tracker 2014 released last week, 95 percent of county economies
have not returned to their pre-recession employment rates and only 65 out of 3,069 county economies have
recovered on the four key indicators NACo analyzed — economic output (GDP), jobs, unemployment rate and
home prices. Further, wages have declined in half of county economies, and only 40 percent of jobs created
have been in industries paying more than the average wage in the county where the job is located.
As the Administration works with states and local governments to bolster economic recovery on the ground,
counties agree with President Obama that we must invest in the nation's transportation systems and
infrastructure. At the same time, county leaders expressed concern about tax and finance reforms for funding
capital projects.
NACo's Transportation Steering Committee Chair Peter McLaughlin, commissioner, Hennepin County, Minn.,
said, "As major owners of the nation's transportation system, we are intimately familiar with the growing need
to invest. Counties need the kind of certainty provided by a long-term reauthorization of MAP-21."
Counties own and maintain the greatest share of the nation's road miles (45 percent) and nearly 40 percent of
the number of bridges. Counties are also the stewards of more than a third of the nation's transit systems and
airports.
"At the local level, we simply cannot afford for Congress to kick the can down the road with more stopgap
measures," McLaughlin said. "No great nation has ever made lasting progress on transportation and
infrastructure by setting its policy six months at a time, and the United States won't either."
Financing tools can help efforts to fund infrastructure projects, but they are only a part of the equation. They
are not a sufficient replacement for Congressional action and tax-exempt municipal bonds.
Continued on page 9...
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County leaders are concerned about the future
status of tax-exempt municipal bonds. Though they
have been open to considering a wide range of
public financing options and additional tools,
they have long opposed eliminating or reducing
traditional funding and tax-exempt municipal bonds,
which provide indispensable financing for major
infrastructure projects.
"Counties need more financing options, not fewer,"
said NACo's Executive Director Matt Chase. "One
infrastructure financing tool cannot cancel
another. For more than 100 years, tax-exempt
municipal bonds have been the lifeblood of the
nation's public infrastructure. Over the last decade
alone, they have played a key role in financing
trillions of dollars in essential projects like schools,
hospitals, roads, bridges, water and sewer systems,
ports, airports and other public works projects."
In addition to the legislative initiatives the President
discussed, federal regulations can also have a major
effect on counties' ability to provide services
to residents. Counties echoed the need for
collaboration on federal environmental regulations
like the Administration's "Waters of the U.S."
proposal. County leaders favor common-sense
environment protections and can work with the
federal government to achieve this goal without
inhibiting public safety and economic development
efforts.
Chase concluded, "President Obama's address
made it clear that federal policies matter to county
governments and county governments matter to
America. Every level of government must work
together to shape policies that improve the quality of
life for all Americans. Whether it's building and maintaining infrastructure, providing essential services or
fostering conditions for economic growth, counties
are on the front lines serving communities. NACo
stands ready to work with the Administration and
Congress to make America's communities healthier,
safer, and more vibrant places to live and work."
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NACo Webinars
February 12 , 2:00 PM - 3:15 PM EST
(General Audience)
The Excise Tax on High-Cost Health Insurance and
Your County

Learn what the excise tax on high-cost health insurance (also known as the “Cadillac Tax”) is and what
it means for your county. With constrained county
budgets and rising health care costs, the tax may
significantly impact your county employees, budgets
and taxpayers. Counties cannot afford to wait until
2018 to develop a strategic solution. The speakers
will share what strategies counties can begin to take
to mitigate their liability.

February 13 , 1:00 PM - 2:00 PM EST
(General Audience)
Denying Cell Tower Siting Applications Post
T-Mobile v. City of Roswell

In T-Mobile South v. City of Roswell, the Supreme
Court held that when a local government denies a
cell tower application, it must provide the applicant
with written reasons for the denial, and those written
reasons must be available contemporaneously with
the local government's written denial of the application. Discuss the practical implications of this case
and its impact on local governments with Tim Lay,
Spiegel & McDiarmid, who wrote the SLLC's amicus
brief.
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Commissioner
Profile
Jim Larson
Cascade County
Spouses name and time
together: Darae Larson,
married 41 years.

A turning point in your life: I saw a strength I had
never seen before in my mother-in-law as she was
passing away that made me join the Catholic Church
in 2007.
A book you have read twice (or more):
I do not remember a book I had read twice unless
you count Sesame Street’s “Monster at the end of
this book” that I read more than a 100 times to my
little boys.

Children’s name and
ages: Son Lee, 38, wife
Kelly,
Granddaughters
Ava 8, Mia 5, Grandson Smith 8 months.

The job you wanted at age 18: I wanted to be a
basketball coach.

Occupation and years at current occupation:
Just began my new occupation January 1, 2015 as
Cascade County Commissioner.

Person(s) who had the biggest influence on you/
your life, and why: My Dad, Oliver Larson, who
gave me his strong, quiet way when things are not
right. Fr. Ted Szudera who brought me into the
church. My brother-in-law, Russ Bowman, my hunting partner. Bill Zucconi, my friend who pushed me
to go for the commission seat I now hold.

Profession before current occupation:
Began farming and ranching in 1974 and became
self employed in the profession in 1982 to present
after purchasing what is now the “Diamond Willow
Ranch.”

Favorite movie: “Ghost” with Patrick Swazye

Education: Graduated from Belt Valley High School
Biggest challenge you’ve ever faced: My youngest son was having physical problems in Jr. high
school and was diagnosed with Becker’s Muscular
Dystrophy. There is nothing more challenging than
not being able to make things better for a loved one.
We thank the Lord, that his condition has
progressed very little and he has lived a normal life.
Two people, alive or not, you would like to have
dinner with: My dad passed away in 1985 and I
would love to have dinner with him and the Lord,
Jesus Christ.
Surprising facts about you: Many people don’t
know that I am a Navy Veteran. My surprise is how I
can make a difference in people’s lives.
Most adventurous thing you’ve ever done:
I got to ride a bull when I was 35 years old and told
my wife, “If I was 20, I would be gone on the rodeo
trail.”
Favorite TV show: “NCIS”
10
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Emelia’s Safety Corner
Safety tip of the Month
Changing Oneself for Safety
By: Nirajan Pudasaini, Warriors4Safety.com

Most people have this feeling: Accidents happen to
others, they can’t happen to me. Don’t we think that
if earthquake occurs in Kathmandu, others may die
and I will manage to escape somehow? Some people think they have years of experience in taking
risks. Accident may occur to anyone, and its cause
may be anything. We need to realize this. We need
to change our attitude and misconceptions about
safety issues.

Safety is the first requirement and we should not
compromise on it. Mostly, we recognize the problems but we are unwilling to solve them. Accidents
are explained away, and generally we fix the cause
rather than its symptoms. Our attitude needs to
change so that we can build safety habits and a
safety culture.
Understand that even very simple cases can be unsafe. No job is worth getting hurt for. There is always
a way out. By following certain methods, we can be
safe in performing every type of job. The only thing
needed is interest and devotion to obtain safe results. We should change our attitude to improve
health and safety. Let’s be aware about being safe
ourselves and create safe surroundings.

We take hundreds of steps every day, but how many
of these steps do we take seriously? Most accidents
occur because of walking without thinking. We do
not always watch where we are going. That’s why
sometimes we slip and fall from a height. Walking on
a wet floor poses a great risk of slipping. None of us
is ready to do anything when we find a wet and slippery object on the road. Someone could step on it
and have an accident, sometimes even us or our
relatives.
Not only in public places, we smoke carelessly even
in places with combustibles and inflammable materials. We think that no one is affected by our activity.
We are not serious all the time, but we are reckless.
We think that safety rules don’t apply to us. We are
not sincere with ourselves; we do not implement
what we have learned Most people lie. In a survey,
nine out of 10 people said they washed their hands
after using a public restroom; but only six of them
were found to be doing so. Mostly, we know what we
should do to be safe from hazards, but still we neglect to do it. Only when accidents occur do we realize what mistakes we have made.
We see that our roads are strewn with litter and
stones. In some places, there are big holes. Driving
during the night is very risky. Even in the daytime,
thousands of people and vehicles pass these holes
and curse those who made them, but not one of us
is ready to do something about it. We could put
warning signs at those places if we can’t fix them
ourselves, but who bothers?
MACo News • Volume 44, Number 2 • February 2015
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2015 DIRECTORY OF MONTANA
COUNTY OFFICIALS
Available Now
The 2015 edition of the Directory of Montana County Officials
is now available
This little book is a MUST HAVE!
There are significant changes and updates in this years directory
You may order your directory by going to our website:
www.mtcounties.org
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You arrive at your hotel and check in at the front desk. When checking in, you give the front desk your
credit card (for all the charges for your room). You get to your room and settle in.

MACo News

Someone calls the front desk and asked for; example Room 620 (which happens to be your room).

Arthur J. Gallagher
200 S. Orange Avenue, Suite
1350 Orlando, FL 32801
(800) 524-0191, Ext. 3512
www.ajg.com

2014 a quiet year for weather disasters
Source: USA Today

The USA lucked out again in 2014 as large-scale weather catastrophes -- including devastating and deadly hurricanes, tornadoes and wildfires -- were few and far between.
Not since Superstorm Sandy devastated the Northeast in 2012 has a single natural disaster cost the USA tens of
billions in damage, according to a report released by CoreLogic. Sandy cost the USA about $70 billion.
"This is two straight years without big disasters," said Tom Jeffery, a senior hazard scientist at CoreLogic, a private
research and consulting company based in Santa Ana, Calif., that provides information and services to businesses
and government.
Hurricanes, large tornado outbreaks and wildfires tend to be the biggest and costliest weather disasters in the USA
each year, Jeffery said.
Despite the overall quiet pattern, major flooding occurred in California, Arizona, New York and Michigan this year.
Floods in metro Detroit caused more than $1billion in damage.
The worst tornado outbreak of the year occurred April 27-28, when 31 people died in the South and hundreds of
homes were destroyed. Overall, 2014 is on track to have the fewest number of tornadoes recorded in the past decade.
The earthquake that rattled the Napa Valley in California in August "could have been much worse," Jeffery said. The
epicenter was in a lightly populated area, and property loss was relatively minor, totaling less than $1billion.
In terms of wildfires, 2014 has had the lowest amount of acreage lost to the blazes in the past 10 years.
Globally, Asia took the brunt of the natural disaster damage this year, primarily from a series of powerful typhoons
that blasted the Philippines, Japan, China and Taiwan, CoreLogic reported.
Although the temporary respite in U.S. disasters may continue for a while, it is unlikely to extend much further, the
CoreLogic report said.
"A more likely scenario would be a return to higher numbers and more damaging events," the report said.

We are a leader in providing Risk Management solutions to Public Entity and Scholastic organizations. We
provide:



First Dollar or Deductible Programs
Pools, Captives, or Risk Retention Groups

Large or small, we’ll be your partner in providing Risk Management services for your Public
Entity.
Please contact Richard Terlecki or Mary Albee at (800) 524-0191 for more information.
MACo News • Volume 44, Number 2 • February 2015
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Blaine County
Billy Minnis is the
newest Deputy Sheriff
with the Blaine County
Sheriff 's Office. The Cut
Bank native joined the
force in September and
completed his POST
training in December.
Prior to joining the Blaine
County Sheriff 's Office he
was a Detention Officer in
Hill County.
Minnis said, "Since I
was a young boy I wanted
to be a law enforcement
officer. Law enforcement
officers always helped me
growing up and now I can
“pay it forward.”
Minnis was adopted
after spending time in the
foster care system. He
said he appreciated how
law enforcement officers
helped him during a tough
time in his life. Since then
he's had his sights on
becoming an officer himself.

Gallatin County
The Gallatin County
Board of Health voted
unanimously in January
to support state legislation banning the sale of ecigarettes to minors, saying the measure is necessary to combat increasing
use of the devices by children in middle and high
school.
"We're seeing evidence that these devices
are being used in larger
and larger numbers by
children,” said Gallatin
County Health Officer
Matt Kelley.
Describing the devices as "an entry-level
16

way for kids to be
hooked on nicotine,”
he said that their increasing popularityand falsely perceived
safety-threatens gains
made by public health
work targeting tobacco usage.
Senate bill 66,
sponsored by Senator
Diane
Sands,
DMissoula,
would
amend
Montana’s
Youth Access to Tobacco Products Control Act, originally enacted in 1993, to explicitly include electronic smoking devices” like e-cigarettes.
E-cigarettes are
typically
pen-sized,
battery-powered devices that let users
vaporize and inhale
nicotine-infused
liquid. A model on sale
behind the counter at
a convenience store
in Bozeman for $9.99
comes with a USB
charger and touts the
availability of replacement cartridges in a
variety of flavors.
Some Employees
at
local
tobacco
shops said they're
already refusing to
sell e-cigarettes and
cartridges to kids
under the age of 18.
They also note that
not all e-cigarette
products contain nicotine, and say those
products may fall in a
sort of gray area.

Pondera County
In
January the
commissioners
reviewed four proposals
for the county’s IT services and then accepted the proposal from
DIS Technologies, because it also includes
maintenance of the
county’s 9-1-1 system.
Submitting
proposals were: 1st CallBasic Service $8,800
per year; Basic Service
with Support Pack
$16,800 per year; Jathco Systems—$10,800
per year for 6 hours
every other week, $85
per hour after that; DIS
Technologies-$18,540
per year; includes Gray
Bar (9-1-1 System)
maintenance (normal
cost $3,600 per year);
Morrison-Maierle$28,212 per year.

Powell County
The Powell County
Community Foundation
awarded $13,195 in
grants to I4 organizations serving Powell
County residents in its
most recent grant cycle.
Grant
amounts
ranged from $3,000 to
the Deer Lodge Food
Pantry for food to
$358to
the
Powell
County Ambulance for
bariatric patient transfer flats, and geographically from
helping
underwrite the Missoula Children's Theatre
performance at the
Ovando
School
to

helping add a kitchen to
the Elliston School gym
and
scene lighting for
the newest Garrison Volunteer Fire Department
vehicle.
Other grant recipients include the Kohrs
Memorial Library toward
a printer for
patron
use, Powell County Senior Center for furnace
repairs, Toys for Tots,
PAWHS for spay and
neuter clinics, PCHS
Close-Up, Powell County
Museum and Arts for a
new exhibit, Deer Lodge
Preservation Inc., Rising
Star Academy for royalties for children's theatrical productions and the
PCHS golf team.
Since it was established in I999 the Powell
County Foundation has
awarded
more
than
$145,000 in 131 grants
to at least 48 nonprofits
serving Powell County.
The foundation's focus
areas are basic human
needs, arts and culture,
recreation and economic
development.

Stillwater County
Newly elected Justice of the Peace Lee
Cornell has been on the
bench for less than two
weeks and he is already
making waves.
In January, as he
was going through a
small
mountain
of
files on his desk, Cornell
said he made a
discovery.
"There are some
people that need to go to
jail," said Cornell.
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Specifically,
people
who have repeatedly violated their probation .
Cornell then acted on that
conclusion almost immediately, sending a man
who had violated his probation a total of five times
to jail for 258 days.
Also sent to jail was a
woman with
repeated
probation violations. Her
sentence was 10 days.
It isn't just that Cornell
imposed jail sentences on
repeat
offenders that
is news, but that he sent
them to do their time at
the old Big Horn County
jail.
Cornell reached an
agreement with the Big
Horn Sheriff's Office to
house Stillwater County
prisoners for a cost of
$50 per day.
The
Yellowstone County Detention Facility (YCDF)
charges $100 per day
and is routinely running at
maximum
capacity,
meaning
misdemeanor
off enders are usually not
accepted.
A Big Horn County
Sheriff's captain who lives
in Billings has agreed to
meet Stillwater County
deputies in Billings for
inmate transport.
Stillwater County Attorney Nancy Rohde said
she is pleased
with
Cornell's efforts to seek
out an alternative jail
house for people who repeatedly violated court
orders.
"When we are looking
at a misdemeanor case
where the defendant is
clearly showing disregard

for the Court’s orders and that person
needs to be housed
for a longer period of
time, we will look to
Big Horn County for
vacancies in their jail,
" said Rohde, adding
that other county jails
can also be contacted
about housing misdemeanor prisoners if
need be. Most importantly, Rohde said
she hopes that Judge
Cornell's
actions
catch the attention of
repeat offenders,
"I am hopeful that
over the next few
weeks, the message
gets out strong and
clear that Judge Cornell expects defendants to fulfill the terms
and conditions of their
sentence,"
said
Rohde. "If a defendant chooses to be non
-compliant and violate
the Court's orders,
there will be consequences to such behavior."

Sweet Grass
County

within Sweet Grass
County and the city of
Big Timber. The board
meets on an as- needed basis and the board
member position is unpaid.
Commissioner Bob
Faw said the commissioners
sometimes
have difficulty recruiting candidates with
adequate interest levels for board positions.
"If they don't have
an interest they don't
come, and you have a
hard time even getting
a quorum sometimes,"
Faw said. "When you
only get two that come,
they can't have a meeting and it's kind of discouraging. In the planning board, I've gone to
several of those, and
they've had that happen a couple times."
Interested parties
can pick up an application at the Sweet Grass
County Annex at 115
Fifth Ave.

Teton County
Teton County Sheriff Keith VanSetten has

hired two new deputies
to be stationed in
Choteau and Fairfield,
filling vacancies created
in the force by resignations and job changes.
With the two new
deputies on the job, the
Teton County Sheriff’s
Office law force includes
VanSetten, Undersheriff
Steve Gjerde, seven fulltime deputies and three
part-time deputies.
Shane Dean of Fairfield joined the force on
December 12th and
Mike Baum of Bountiful,
Utah, started his new job
on December 17th. Both
young men are married
and have families and
both worked their way
into law enforcement
through their military service.
Dean and Baum
were hired out of a pool
of 29 applicants, VanSetten said, adding that
he was pleased with
both the quality and
quantity of the applicants, and believes that
Dean and Baum will
work out well here.

There is currently
one vacancy on the
City-County Planning
Board and the county
commissioners have
yet to receive any
applications to fill that
position. Board members are appointed by
the
commissioners
and serve two-year
terms. The planning
board is responsible
for land-use planning
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MACo News
Calendar of Events
(Please see the MACo website for

more detailed information at www.mtcounties.org)

MACSS Conference

February 2015
9 - 12

MACo Midwinter Conference - Red Lion
Colonial Hotel - Helena

Montana Association of County School Superintendents
February 17-20, 2015
Holiday Inn Express, Helena

MACRS 35th
Annual Spring Conference

June 2015
12

JPIA Defense Counsel Meeting - MACo
conference room

Board of Directors
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
President
Dave Schulz, Madison County
1st Vice President
Maureen Davey, Stillwater County
2nd Vice President
Todd Devlin, Prairie County
Fiscal Officer
Mike McGinley, Beaverhead County
Urban Representative
Jim Reno, Yellowstone County
Immediate Past President
Joe Briggs, Cascade County
PAST PRESIDENTS
Greg Chilcott, Ravalli County
John Ostlund, Yellowstone County
Carl Seilstad, Fergus County
Mike McGinley , Beaverhead
John Prinkki, Carbon County
Bill Kennedy, Yellowstone County
Carol Brooker, Sanders County
Bob Mullen, Jefferson County
DISTRICT CHAIRS
1. Gary Macdonald, Roosevelt County
2. Douglas Buxbaum, Dawson County
3 Doug Martens, Rosebud County
4. Larry Hendrickson, Liberty County
5. Ron Ostberg, Teton County
6. Richard Moe, Wheatland County
7. Susie Mosness, Sweet Grass County
8. Leonard Wortman, Jefferson County
9. Marty Malone, Park County
10. Bill Barron, Lake County
11. Jeff Burrows, Ravalli County
12. Tom Rice, Beaverhead County
ELECTED OFFICIALS ASSOCIATION REPS
County Attorneys - Leo Gallagher, Lewis & Clark
County
Clerk & Recorders - Bret Rutherford,
Yellowstone County
Clerks of Court - Valerie Hornsveld,
Broadwater County
Clerks of Court - Connie Mattfield, Musselshell
County
Magistrates - Linda Budeski, Park County
School Superintendents - Susan Beley,
Wheatland County
Sheriffs & Peace Officers - Chris Hoffman,
Ravalli County
Treasurers - Jane Stene, Sweet Grass County
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Best Western Heritage Inn—Great Falls, MT
March 30 - April 2, 2015

MACo STAFF
Harold Blattie, Executive Director
Sheryl Wood, Associate Director
Kathy Johnson, Finance Director
Sara McGowan, Accounting Technician
Karen Houston, Meeting Planner
Shantil Siaperas, Legislative Analyst &
Communications Specialist
Sharon Wilson, Administrative Assistant
Greg Jackson, JPIA/JPA Trust Administrator
Shannon Shanholtzer, JPIA/JPA Associate
Trust Administrator
Emelia McEwen, Senior Loss Control Specialist
Jim Muskovich, Loss Control Specialist
Bonnie Knopf, Claims Data Specialist
Mike Sehestedt, General Counsel
Brian Hopkins, Associate General Counsel
Carol Knight, Legal Assistant
Gregory Bonilla, Managing Defense Counsel
Maureen Lennon, Defense Counsel
Mitch Young, Defense Counsel
Kimberly Potter, Legal Assistant
Sidnie Bernhardt, Legal Assistant
Dennis Jupka, Claims Administrator
Wendy Sesselman, Workers’ Comp Claims
Supervisor
Christine Holling, Senior Claims Representative
Liz Krzan, Senior Claims Representative
Kim O’Brian, Claims Specialist
Debbie Bjerke, Claims Representative
Alyce Bailey, HCT Administrator
Laurie Goltry, HCT Program Coordinator
Deanna Carpenter, HCT Administrative/Enrollment
Assistant
Pam Walling, HCT Marketing Coordinator
Shelley Murphy, HCT Marketing Coordinator
Tom Beneventi, Facilities Director

ASSOCIATE
MEMBERS
Diamond
Member
Arthur Gallagher
Risk Management
Services
MT Dept. of
Commerce

Silver Members
Nationwide
Retirement
Solutions
NorthWestern
Energy
Apollo Solutions
Group

Bronze Members
AT & T
Morrison-Maierle
Ameresco, Inc.
WGM Group
Dorsey & Whitney

Copper Member
MDU Resources
Anderson
ZurMuehlen
& Company P.C.
MT Newspaper
Association

AFFILIATE
MEMBER
Montana Association
of County Road
Supervisors (MACRS)

Thank you to our
Members!
For information on
how to become an
Associate Member,
visit our website at
www.mtcounties.org
or call
406-449-4360

2015
Directory of
Montana County
Officials
Available now

MACo NEWS
Ph: 449-4360 Fax: 442-5238
maco@mtcounties.org
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