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Driving across Montana with the MACo staff for the
district meetings in May was spectacular! Solid green
from Park County (Gardiner) to Sweet Grass County (Big
Timber) to McCone County (Circle) to Pondera County
(Conrad) and to Mineral County (Superior). It was good
seeing commissioners and other elected officials in their
areas of the state. As your MACo President, it was
meaningful to attend all these district meetings. Seeing
where others make their living is an education all in its own. This was my first time
in Conrad and Superior.

9
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If you’ve been to many district meetings, you know there is business that needs to
be done and information that needs to be distributed. The district chairs did a
first-rate job of running the meetings and taking care of business on the agenda.
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Several resolutions were introduced at the district meetings along with one
nomination for MACo 2nd Vice President: Broadwater Commissioner, Laura Obert.
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The staff, Harold, Sheryl and Shantil, rounded out the day with staff reports on
workers’ compensation, cyber security, and legislative updates. The legislative
session is not final at the end of 90 days, as we elected officials have learned. In
between sessions, commissions, interim committees, task forces and legislative
councils meet to further research issues that may come up during the
session. Thanks to the MACo staff for filling us in on all the highlights as to what
has been happening in Helena. The 2017 session will be jam-packed.
Because 2017 is a legislative year, and further MACo business needs to be
addressed, there will be a second round of district meetings in August (see the
MACo website for more information). Mark your calendars. MACo has sent out
times and places for these second district meetings.
Celebrate the 4th of July, and show your pride in being an American!
God Bless us all.
Maureen Davey, MACo President
Stillwater County Commissioner
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MACo News
NACo WIR Report
National Association of Counties, Western Interstate Region
2016 Annual Meeting
May 24-27, 2016, Jackson Hole, Wyoming
Implementing a County/Legislative Partnership on Federal Natural Resource Issues

County officials have a unique seat the federal land use planning table, but often do not have the resources to
effectively engage in the process. State legislators have access to resources and interests in the issues, but
don’t enjoy the same statutory recognition from the federal government. In Wyoming, lawmakers, representatives of the Governor’s office and the Wyoming County Commissioners Association will discuss passage and
implementation of Wyoming’s Federal Natural Resource Policy Account. This partnership intends to combine
the forces of State and County resources to build capacity for engaging on federal land issues.
The legislature appropriated funding to the Governor’s Office to fund grant applications for engaging with
federal agencies on federal land policy decisions with substantive, solid, supportable scientific/legal comment.
Criteria was developed by the legislature that included local socio-economic profiles & analysis and biological
data to assist in making better decisions and outcomes.
National Research, Local Decisions: Partnering with Academic Resources to Inform County Decision
Making:
Land-grant universities and higher-education institutions generate a wealth of research that county officials
can utilize to make better informed decisions. Much of the research and expertise house in these universities
is available to county officials. Discussion followed about commonly available resources and experts to assist
commissioners and local officials in making better decisions. Land-grant universities have a history of
partnering with federal agencies on scientific studies (which can be provided upon request to local government).
The Extension Service has the capacity to provide expertise on various subjects like: water, weeds, species,
agriculture, meeting facilitation and mediation expertise to name a few. We were encouraged to better utilize
this resource.
Update on Forest Planning Rule and National Strategic Committee for the Cohesive Wildfire Strategy:
Dr. Robert Cope was a no-show due to medical issues. We were provided with a draft document entitled
“Understanding Your Opportunities for Participating in the Forest Service Planning Process”. In 2012, the
Forest Service updated it land management planning requirements for the first time in 30 years with a new
“planning Rule” This rule stresses the USFS’s responsibility to engage the public and focus on coordination,
and collaboration with State, local and tribal governments during the revision of land management plans. This
document was created by the Federal Advisory Committee on Implementation of the 2012 Land Management
Planning Rule.
Joint Public Lands Steering Committee and Environment, Energy and Land Use Steering Committee:
Teton County’s Road to Zero Waste Plan and Grand Teton National Park’s Zero Landfill Initiative led to the
development of a partnership between Grand Teton National Park, National Parks Conservation Association,
and the Subaru of America Corporation. This partnership demonstrates successful collaboration between
local, state, federal and private industry partners to develop and implement clean-up, remediation waste
diversion strategies in a county landfill situated on both federal and private land.
Continued on page 3...
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NACo WIR Report
Continued from page 2...

NACo’s Research Director, Dr. Emilia Istrate, discussed the economic recovery patterns in the Western Interstate Region during 2015. She explained and demonstrated the basis of research and how every county in
the U.S. can access this economic (and MORE) data specifically for their county. If you have not been utilizing the NACo County Explorer (www.NACo.org/CountyExplorer) you should consider do so.
Status of pending EPA regulations of interest to counties:
Regulation
Waters of the U.S.
Water Quality Impacts from Forest Road Discharge
Drinking Water regulation of lead and copper
Emission Guidelines for Municipal Landfills
Standards of performance for Municipal Landfills
Lead: Renovation, Repair and Painting for
Public and Commercial Buildings
Lead-based Paint Program: Amendments
Management Standards for Hazardous Waste
Pharmaceuticals

Final Rule
August 28, 2015
May 2016
June2018
July 2016
July 2016
April 2017
February 2016
September 2016

Lesley Robinson was honored as the recipient of the Dale Sowards Award for her leadership and advocacy
on behalf of public lands counties. Lesley joins three other Dale Sowards Award recipients from Montana,
Mike Murray, Connie Eissinger and Noel Williams.
Humbly submitted,
Mike Murray, Lewis & Clark County (the ONLY County named after BOTH explorers!)
Lesley Robinson, Phillips County
Greg Chilcott, Ravalli County
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Western Interstate Region Meeting and Mobile Workshop
By Maureen Davey, Agriculture and Rural Affairs Steering Committee Member

The 2016 WIR Conference, held in Jackson Wyoming this year, saw 15 western states participate. I attended
because I am on NACo’s Agriculture and Rural Affair’s Steering Committee as MACo’s representative.
Over the course of the past year, NACo’s Agriculture and Rural Affair Steering Committee has held numerous
conversations during conferences and committee phone calls, surrounding the reform of NACo’s Agriculture
Platform. During the 2016 WIR Conference, the Steering Committee continued the examination of the
platform changes. This has been a long discussion and process. In anticipation of upcoming farm bill
discussions and future farm bills, the committee has taken significant steps towards streamlining and
reorganizing the platform to effectively and efficiently communicate key county priorities. The Steering
Committee had to literally take what was “in front of us,” because past resolutions and platform changes could
not be located. Trying to rewrite what was original intended is difficult to do. Changes to the platform can only
be considered at the annual conference.
As of June 22, 2016, I have submitted two Platform Changes. One was just verbiage clean-up but has to go
through the same process. The other was a country of origin change because of national legislative changes
to COOL. I am impressed with the sincerity and dedication by the elected officials on the Steering Committee.
This has not been an easy task. It reminds me of the MACo Agriculture Committee several years ago, going
over our past resolutions to incorporate them into MACo’s Policy Booklet.
During the 2016 WIR, the Steering Committee also toured the Vertical Harvest which is a three-story, 13,500
square foot, closed-loop hydroponic greenhouse in downtown Jackson, Wyoming. The greenhouse was
developed through a public/private partnership (P3) and is predicted to fill an ever-increasing market demand
for locally grown, fresh produce. The greenhouse utilizes 1/10 of an acre to grow an annual amount of
produce equivalent to 5 acres of traditional agriculture land. With 95 percent of its product already under
pre-purchase agreements, Vertical Harvest will grow and sell vegetables year-round to the Jackson area via
restaurants, local grocery stores, and directly to consumers through on-site sales. They do not intend to
participate in Farmers Markets because they were not created to compete against the local farmers. Nona
Yehia, Vertical Harvest CEO, discussed the dynamics surrounding the development of the P3, how
stakeholders determined market demands, and the impact the greenhouse will have on the local economy.
This mobile workshop was a continuation of NACo’s Agriculture and Rural Affairs Steering Committee
examination of the important role counties play in providing a strong local and regional food system.
I also took-in the WIR Board of Directors meeting, which included presentations on federal natural resource
issues, freight rail services, and research information available to counties from the land-grant universities.
Workshops that were valuable to me included active shooter preparedness and fire adapted communities.
MACo’s participation at WIR Conferences strengthens our relationship with western states on western issues.
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YELLOWSTONE COUNTY HOSTS THE

MACo 107th Annual Conference

September 18 - 22, 2016
- Online registration begins July 7th It’s time to register for MACo’s 107th Annual Conference which will be held at the
Billings Hotel and Convention Center, 1223 Mullowney Lane, Billings MT
800-537-7286
Please register to help us better estimate attendance

Online registration ends September 12th
Go to: www.mtcounties.org to register

* Registration will be available at the door for an additional fee *
If you have any questions or need any additional information,
please contact Karen Houston, MACo Meeting Planner at:
406-449-4360 or khouston@mtcounties.org
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MACo’s Director of Trust Operations
Greg Jackson
Retires After 24 Years
Greg began his career at MACo in July of 1992 as the Marketing
Director for the Property and Casualty Trust. He held this position until
2007. At this time, he became the Trust Administrator overseeing and
managing the Property and Casualty Trust, Workers’ Compensation
Trust, Loss Control and Member Services staff.
On December 1st, 2015 Greg was appointed the Director of Trust
Operations until his retirement. He accepted this position with
enthusiasm. Greg has taken a lead role in reviewing our claims
administration to implement claims handling guidelines, and best
practices.
Greg and his lovely wife Diane plan on spending time with their grandchildren, both in and out of state. They
also want to fulfill their bucket lists with many travels in and out of the country.
Greg plans on playing a lot of golf, fishing for Walleye, and doing some volunteer work with children.
The MACo staff wishes Greg and Diane a very happy retirement. We will miss his jokes, the news and
celebrity updates, and his great sense of humor and, most importantly, the knowledge and experience he has
brought to MACo over the past 24 years.
Have fun Greg!
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Gallatin County closes on jail bond refunding,
interest rate reduced
By Troy Carter, Bozeman Daily Chronicle

Record low interest rates have moved Gallatin County to refund bonds, which will save the average taxpayer
about $34 over the next 13 years.
Bridget Ekstrom, public finance banker at the Bozeman branch of D.A. Davidson, told the county finance
office Thursday that she had closed on refunding of 20-year bonds issued in 2009. The bonds totaled $32
million and were approved by voters to build a new jail.
Advised by Ekstrom and county Finance Director Ed Blackman, the Gallatin County Commission unanimously signed off on the refunding last month, placing $22 million in escrow, guaranteeing the old bonds until their
call option date in 2019.
That allowed the county to sell new bonds Tuesday, which dropped the interest rate on the $19 million of
principal remaining on the old bond from 4.4 percent to 1.9 percent. Over the next 13 years, that drop will net
county taxpayers $2.4 million in savings — about $34 total for taxpayers who own a median-valued home,
Ekstrom said.
“It’s a significant interest reduction when you take into consideration all the premiums and other costs
associated with this refunding,” Blackman told commissioners last week.
Earlier this year, Ekstrom and Blackman, who had been discussing a refunding since completing a similar
process on open space bonds last November, decided the best course of action was to lock in interest rates
ahead of the June 14 meeting of the Federal Reserve, anticipating that the Fed would increase interest rates.
“This is just great.... This is a big deal,” said Commissioner Steve White.
“I would agree this is excellent,” Commissioner Don Seifert added. “The planets aligned and we can save
some people some money.”
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Lincoln County Community Health Center awarded $350,000
Source: Daily Inter lake

Lincoln County Community Health Center will receive $350,000 from the U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services as part of a national effort to increase dental health services in rural communities.
Health and Human Services Secretary Sylvia M. Burwell announced on Thursday that Libby was one of three
health centers in Montana that received a portion of the $1,050,000 set aside for the effort.
“Oral health is an important part of our overall physical health and well-being,” Burwell said in a prepared
statement. “The funding we are awarding will reduce barriers to quality dental care for hundreds of thousands
of Americans by bringing new oral health providers to health centers across the country.”
The funding aims to increase access to integrated oral health care services and increase the number of
patients served.
Other clinics in Montana receiving grants are Bighorn Valley Health Center in Hardin and Yellowstone CityCounty Health Department in Billings.
Nationwide, Thursday’s announcement included nearly $156 million in funding to support 420 health centers
in 47 states, the District of Columbia and Puerto Rico.
With the awards from the Health Resources and Services Administration, health centers across the country
could increase oral health service by hiring roughly 1,600 new dentists, dental hygienists, assistants, aides,
and technicians to treat a target of 785,000 new patients.
The department’s Acting Administrator Jim Macrae said oral health problems can be a sign of illness elsewhere in the body.
Lack of access to preventive and routine dental care for underserved populations can also result in dental
conditions requiring more costly emergency dental treatment.
“HRSA will continue to explore ways to further integrate oral health services within primary care settings, and
increase awareness of the connection between oral health and overall health,” Macrae said.
Today, nearly 1,400 health centers operate approximately 9,800 service delivery sites in every U.S. state,
D.C., Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands and the Pacific Basin. In 2014, those health centers employed more than
3,700 dentists, 1,600 dental hygienists and 7,400 dental assistants, technicians and aides. They served about
4.7 million dental patients and provided nearly 12 million oral health visits.
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Emelia’s Safety Corner
Safety tip of the Month
Noise Conservation
By Dr. Isabel Perry, Safety Doctor
NOISE is everywhere at home, at work and
everywhere in between! There is some level of
noise wherever we are. Because it is so pervasive,
we tend to tune it out, unless it is very loud or
particularly annoying. Perhaps the fact that we do
tune it out is the most dangerous thing about noise.
As a result, noise, or undesirable sound is the most
widespread of occupational health problems facing
the work environment today.

are needed. Whenever the working conditions
change, the protection in use must be re-evaluated.
Audiometric tests and a record of their results must
be kept for the entire employment of a worker. All
workers should be aware of the importance of noise
control and hearing protection. Making everyone
conscious of the potential dangers can help reduce
the likelihood of hearing loss and make it easier to
identify and correct noise problems in the workplace.

We’ve all found that after leaving a noisy location,
our ears were ringing and we couldn’t hear as well
for a few minutes or maybe longer. Whether the
noise level is loud or soft, it can affect our hearing.
Hearing loss may be temporary or permanent.
Temporary loss is usually due to short-term
exposure and diminishes after a period of time.
Permanent loss is usually a result of long-term
exposure and some level of normal hearing will be
lost for an indefinite period.
On the work site, exposure to noise level above 85
dBA (decibels) can result in noise-reduced hearing
loss. Companies must provide any worker who is
going to be exposed to noise above permissible
levels with hearing protection. A selection of
different types of hearing protectors should be
provided for employees, so that they can choose
comfortable ones that will sufficiently reduce the
level of noise. Training should also be provided in
the use and care of hearing protectors.
The beginning of a good hearing protection program
is the identification of noise in the workplace. Once
this has been done, it is possible to look at means of
reducing the noise level or protecting workers from
potential hearing loss.
OSHA requires that the first level of protection must
be engineering controls reduction. The counties
must look at ways to reduce the noise level. The
second step is hearing protection. Sometimes both
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MACo News
Commissioner
Profile
Bruce Christofferson
Phillips County
Spouse’s name and time
together: Barbara, married 33
years
Children’s name and ages: Brianna 28, Justin 24,
Carlee 22, Kameron 21, and one Grandson, Carson
3.

ranching as well, on our family farm/ranch where we
raise and sell purebred Black Angus.
A book you have read twice (or more):
“The Purpose Drive Life” by Rick Warren
The job you wanted at age 18: Farmer/Rancher
Favorite movie: The Fast and Furious series
Person(s) who had the biggest influence on you/
your life, and why: My dad. He taught me the value
of honesty, integrity, and hard work. He also taught
me the importance of raising my family in church
with God being at the center of our lives.

Occupation and years at current occupation:
Elected County Commissioner in 2013
Profession before current occupation:
Farmer/Rancher/Fencing Contractor. Before that I
was a farm equipment and construction equipment
mechanic/shop foreman for 23 years.
Education: Two year degree from MSU
Biggest challenge you’ve ever faced: My dad
dying from Alzheimer’s, and my wife in critical care
ICU for 38 days, all at the same time. My wife was in
the hospital for a total of 86 days.
Two people, alive or not, you would like to have
dinner with: My dad, and my grandpa, born in 1886
in Norway who died at 63, when my dad was just
13, and whom homesteaded our farm in 1912.
Surprising fact about you: I sing in a gospel music
quartet.
Most adventurous thing you’ve ever done:
After Mt. St. Helens erupted, I took a motorcycle trip
out to see it and took a helicopter ride down inside
the crater. Not real adventurous but pretty cool.
Favorite TV show: “Duck Dynasty”
A turning point in your life: Had to quit farming full
time in 1988 due to drought and high interest rates,
so I got a mechanic job to get me by a couple years
which turned out to be 23 years. Then I started my
own fencing business and got back to farming/
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MACo Welcomes
Carol Gleed
A new member of the
family
Carol joined the MACo family
June 20, 2016 as a Workers’
Compensation Trust Claims Adjuster.
Carol is a licensed adjuster with the Montana
Insurance Commissioner’s office and holds an
examiner certification with the Employment
Relations Division of the State of Montana.
She has been working in the area of workers’
compensation since 1987, beginning with the
regulatory aspects of the workers’ compensation
system. She served on legislative committees,
was considered to be an expert in the field of
workers’ Compensation, and assisted in the rules
processes. She has provided statewide training of
legislative changes and landmark court decisions
affecting the workers’ compensation system.
MACo is happy to have her aboard.
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MACo’s Summer District
Meetings Schedule
(All meetings begin at 10:00 am)



Districts 1, 2 & 3 Meeting:
Tuesday, August 30th—Forsyth



Districts 4 & 5 Meeting:
Monday, August 22nd—Fort Benton



Districts 6 & 7 Meeting:
Wednesday, August 31st—Lewistown



Districts 8, 9 & 12 Meeting:
Monday, August 29th—Whitehall



Districts 10 & 11 Meeting:
Tuesday, August 23rd—Thompson Falls

We are headed into a legislative year, so we will
continue collecting resolutions, as we did during the
Spring District Meetings—please review MACo’s
Legislative Resolution Guidelines (click here to access).
Please access the MACo website for more information:
www.mtcounties.org
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NACo Webinars
July 19 , 11:00 AM - 12:15 PM MDT
(General Audience)
SLLC Supreme Court Review for
State and Local Government
From immigration to abortion and bribery to
retaliation the Supreme Court’s term has been
interesting for state and local government. In the
State and Local Legal Center annual webinar
discuss where the Court landed on the big issues
and what state and local governments need to do
next with Erin Murphy, Bancroft, Quin Sorenson,
Sidley Austin, and Brent Kendall, Wall Street
Journal.

August 4 , 12:00 PM - 1:15 PM MDT
(General Audience)
Improving Local Resilience
through Community Planning
Join us for this interactive webinar to learn about the
U.S. Commerce Department’s National Institute of
Standards and Technology’s (NIST) Community Resilience Planning Guide for Buildings and Infrastructure Systems, and how your county can benefit from
the practical six-step process it lays out. Speakers
will provide background on the Guide; describe its
approach; and offer insights based upon early use
of the Guide. Natural, technological, and humancaused hazards take a high toll on communities, but
the costs in lives, livelihoods and quality of life can
be reduced by better managing disaster risks. Using
the Guide, counties can strengthen resilience and
improve their ability to continue or restore vital services in a more timely way and to build back better
after damaging events.
14

NACo’s 81st Annual
Conference & Exposition
July 22 - 25
Join county officials, experts from the private and
nonprofit sectors and other leaders from across the
country in Los Angeles County, CA for the 2016
NACo Annual Conference and Exposition.
This is your chance to exchange cutting-edge best
practices and shape NACo’s federal policy agenda
for the year ahead. Don’t miss this one-of-a-kind
opportunity to access information and resources to
address some of our most pressing challenges—
the opioid and heroin crisis, criminal justice and
mental health reform, transportation and infrastructure,
economic development and much more.
Additionally, take a look at innovative, cost-saving
products and services on display form participating
companies and exhibitors.
All counties, parishes and boroughs are welcome
to attend Policy Steering Committee meetings and
workshops beginning on Friday, July 22nd. We
hope you will join us in Los Angeles County/Long
Beach.

Registration is Now Open
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For Overtime Rules, One Size Does Not Fill all
NACo Testifies on New DOL Overtime Rule
Releases Analysis for County Officials
On June 23, Jerrie Tipton, chair of the Mineral County, Nev., Board of Commissioners, testified on behalf of the National
Association of Counties (NACo) before the U.S. House Committee on Small Business on the U.S. Department of Labor's
new overtime rule and the potential impact on county governments. The rule, which doubles the salary threshold under
which white collar employees are eligible for overtime pay to $47,476, will impact many counties' ability to budget and
provide services to residents and local communities.
"For Mineral County, the new rule would make 13 to 17 of our 102 full-time county employees eligible for overtime pay —
an additional cost of up to $45,000 a year," Tipton said. "This might not seem like a lot, but it poses quite a financial challenge since counties are limited in our ability to generate local revenue."
Tipton also emphasized that counties are major public sector employers whose workforce provides essential services to
more than 300 million residents and should be partners with the federal government in creating labor policy that makes
sense.
Unfortunately, the new overtime rule does not adequately address the substantial variations in local labor markets in
counties across the country, she said, and will have broad consequences for counties and taxpayers, both direct and
indirect, beyond those we expect in human resource and workforce management.

NACo RELEASES OVERTIME ANALYSIS FOR COUNTIES:
Additionally, NACo has developed a new report, "Analysis of the Impact of the U.S. Department of Labor's Overtime Rule on Counties," to help county officials better understand the new overtime rule and prepare for potential impacts their counties may face.
Highlights include:
 Overtime rule's impact on county governments
 Background on the Fair Labor Standards Act (FLSA)
 Explanation of key components of the overtime rule including the new salary threshold and automatic updates
 Options for state and local government compliance
Potential impact on rural and small counties
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MACo Conferences
2016 Annual Conference
September 18-22 - Billings Hotel
and Convention Center, Billings

2016 Elected Official Orientation
December 5-8 - MACo Conference Room, Helena

2017 Midwinter Conference
February 13-16 - Radisson Colonial Hotel, Helena

2017 Annual Conference
September 17-21 - Best Western Plus
GranTree Inn, Bozeman

16
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Save the Date!
October 19-20, 2016
The Montana Coalition of Forest Counties in partnership with the Montana DNRC, cordially invite you to
attend a workshop to be held at the Holiday Inn Parkside Missoula, Montana October 19-20.
The goal of the workshop is to provide background on Federal forest management and policies to assist
County Commissioners as they engage in USFS projects in Montana.
Objectives of the Montana Counties Forest Summit are;
 Define the “Need for Change and Desired Conditions”
 Provide a basic 101 course on the history and changes to PILT and SRS
 Provide information on key federal land management policies
 Provide examples of successful county engagement; What is working and Why
 Provide information about Litigation, Amicus briefs and Intervening on behalf of the Forest Service
 Offer a venue for interactive discussion, shared learning, partnership development and ripe topics
There will be no registration fee. More information will be provided soon. Please call or email Matt Arno
DNRC Local Government Forest Advisor with questions. mattarno@mt.gov (406) 542-4239

The Montana Coalition of Forest Counties seeks long term solutions to issues of federal and state forest lands that:

Fulfill our duty to provide for the health, safety, and welfare of our citizens;

Encourage active management of natural resources; and

Enhance revenue sharing receipts to counties and schools.
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You arrive at your hotel and check in at the front desk. When checking in, you give the front desk your
credit card (for all the charges for your room). You get to your room and settle in.

MACo News

Someone calls the front desk and asked for; example Room 620 (which happens to be your room).

Arthur J. Gallagher
200 S. Orange Avenue, Suite
1350 Orlando, FL 32801
(800) 524-0191, Ext. 3512
www.ajg.com
WHY IT IS SO IMPORTANT TO PURCHASE YOUR OWN BUILDERS RISK
VERSUS ALLOWING THE CONTRACTOR TO PROVIDE IT
With developer removed, Hartford stadium has no property insurance protection
June 16--HARTFORD -- Hartford's $63 million minor league ballpark -- now standing unfinished just north of
downtown -- is not being covered by property insurance in the wake of the city's decision to terminate a construction contract with its developer, city auditors said.
"The bottom line is the city's investment in that stadium is not insured for property and contents," said Craig
S. Trujillo, the city's deputy chief auditor. "There is no insurance on that property for perils, like windstorms,
like fires."
Trujillo told the city's internal audit commission that the city's insurance policy covering property losses during
construction at Dunkin' Donuts Park ended with the developer's termination. And since then, the city has
been unable to get the stadium covered for such losses -- including by the insurer that covers other cityowned buildings, Trujillo said.
Typically, such construction policies end when building is complete, Trujillo said, but halting the project before
it was finished had a similar effect. When a public building project is completed, the city then seeks a permanent policy to cover property damage.
Trujillo said he was told by the city's risk manager that the coverage was no longer in force. The city also did
not start to make other arrangements for property insurance until after the contract was terminated, Trujillo
said.
Mayor Luke Bronin could not be reached for comment.
The ballpark's insurance troubles are the latest development in a construction project beset by delays and
cost overruns. It remains unclear whether the Hartford Yard Goats will play any home games in their first season in Hartford -- and are making arrangements to play in Norwich and elsewhere.
Continued on page 20...

We are a leader in providing Risk Management solutions to Public Entity and Scholastic organizations. We
provide:



First Dollar or Deductible Programs
Pools, Captives, or Risk Retention Groups

Large or small, we’ll be your partner in providing Risk Management services for your Public
Entity.
Please contact Richard Terlecki or Mary Albee at (800) 524-0191 for more information.
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WHY IT IS SO IMPORTANT TO PURCHASE YOUR OWN BUILDERS RISK
VERSUS ALLOWING THE CONTRACTOR TO PROVIDE IT
Continued from page 19...

The city terminated its contract with DoNo Hartford LLC -- the developer of the 6,000-seat ballpark -- and
Centerplan Cos. The city is now waiting for the insurer who is guaranteeing that the construction will be
completed -- under a separate insurance policy from the property coverage -- to conduct an investigation. The
city is alleging that the developers defaulted on their contract by failing to finish the ballpark on time and on
budget.
The developers are claiming that the delays and cost overruns are the result of the city making changes to
the plans for the ballpark. The city disputes that claim, saying that the changes are required to make the stadium meet city and state building codes.
At a meeting, Commissioner Bruce Rubenstein had some harsh words for those with responsibility for the stadium.
"I'm not really happy with the way it's gone by looking at it after it's happened," Rubenstein said. "A responsible corporation counsel, chair of the stadium authority and the mayor should have gone to the risk manager
before pulling the plug."
Rubenstein said the city should have considered the insurance ramifications before terminating the contract
"and they did not do it." Rubenstein also pressed for an investigation but did not find support among other audit commission members.
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Continued on page 22...
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Wildland Fire and Air Quality
Continued from page 21...

Continued on page 24...
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Wildland Fire and Air Quality
Continued from page 22...
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Calendar of Events
Please go to www.mtcounties.org for
more detailed information

July 2016

Legislative Interim Meetings at the Capitol
August 2016

July 2016

11 Jail Advisory Group - MACo Bldg.

11-12

Association Events

16 Judicial Redistricting
Commission

Water Policy

August 9 - 12

Clerk & Recorder’s Convention - Forsyth,
Fairgrounds Event Center

13-14 State-Tribal
Relations

Sept. 13 - 15

Treasurer’s Convention - Great Falls,
Holiday Inn.

14-15 Energy & Telecom

Board of Directors

20-21 Environmental
Quality

MACo STAFF

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
President
Maureen Davey, Stillwater County
1st Vice President
Todd Devlin, Prairie County
2nd Vice President
Bill Barron, Lake County
Fiscal Officer
Mike McGinley, Beaverhead County
Urban Representative
Jim Reno, Yellowstone County
Immediate Past President
Dave Schulz, Madison County
PAST PRESIDENTS
Joe Briggs, Cascade County
Greg Chilcott, Ravalli County
John Ostlund, Yellowstone County
Carl Seilstad, Fergus County
Mike McGinley , Beaverhead County
John Prinkki, Carbon County
Bill Kennedy, Yellowstone County
Carol Brooker, Sanders County
Bob Mullen, Jefferson County
DISTRICT CHAIRS
1. Gary Macdonald, Roosevelt County
2. Douglas Buxbaum, Dawson County
3 Bob Lee, Rosebud County
4. Larry Hendrickson, Liberty County
5. Ron Ostberg, Teton County
6. Richard Moe, Wheatland County
7. Susie Mosness, Sweet Grass County
8. Leonard Wortman, Jefferson County
9. Marty Malone, Park County
10. Tony Cox, Sanders County
11. Jeff Burrows, Ravalli County
12. Tom Rice, Beaverhead County
ELECTED OFFICIALS ASSOCIATION REPS
County Attorneys - Leo Gallagher,
Lewis & Clark County
Clerk & Recorders - Paula Jaconetty,
Teton County
Clerks of Court - Valerie Hornsveld,
Broadwater County; Jennifer Brandon, Gallatin
County
Magistrates - Linda Cantin, Park County
School Superintendents - Susan Beley,
Wheatland County
Sheriffs & Peace Officers - Brian Gootkin,
Gallatin County
Treasurers - Jane Stene, Sweet Grass County

24

23 SAVA

Harold Blattie, Executive Director
Sheryl Wood, Associate Director
Kathy Johnson, Finance Director
Sara McGowan, Accounting Technician
Karen Houston, Meeting Planner
Shantil Siaperas, Legislative Analyst &
Communications Specialist
Sharon Wilson, Administrative Assistant
Shannon Shanholtzer, PCT/WCT Administrator
Emelia McEwen, Senior Loss Control Specialist
Jim Muskovich, Loss Control Specialist
Bonnie Knopf, Claims Data Specialist
Brian Hopkins, General Counsel
Carol Knight, Legal Assistant
Gregory Bonilla, Managing Defense Counsel
Maureen Lennon, Defense Counsel
Mitch Young, Defense Counsel
Kimberly Potter, Legal Assistant
Jodi Bell, Defense Services Office Coordinator
Wendy Sesselman, WCT Claims Supervisor
Christine Holling, WCT Senior Claims Representative
Carol Gleed, WCT Claims Adjuster
David Payne, PCT Senior Claims Adjuster
Debbie Bjerke, PCT Claims Representative
Karyn Shirilla, Claims Support Specialist
Alyce Bailey, HCT Administrator
Laurie Goltry, HCT Program Coordinator
Pam Walling, HCT Marketing Coordinator
Shelley Murphy, HCT Marketing Coordinator
Deanna Carpenter, HCT Administrative/Enrollment
Assistant
Tom Beneventi, Facilities Director

ASSOCIATE
MEMBERS
Diamond
Member
Arthur Gallagher
Risk Management
Services
MT Dept. of
Commerce

Silver Members
Nationwide
Retirement
Solutions
NorthWestern
Energy

Bronze Members
AT & T
Morrison-Maierle
Ameresco, Inc.
WGM Group
Dorsey & Whitney
McKinstry
Simplifile
Territorial
Landworks, Inc.

Copper Member
MDU Resources
Anderson
ZurMuehlen
& Company P.C.
MT Newspaper
Association

AFFILIATE
MEMBER
Montana Association
of County Road
Supervisors (MACRS)

Thank you to our
Members!
For information on
how to become an
Associate Member,
visit our website at
www.mtcounties.org
or call
406-449-4360
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