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THANK YOU TO ALL  
OF OUR ADVERTISERS 

MACo PCT and MMIA being recognized with  
Award for Excellence in Performance 

By Jerry Spears, MACo Trust Operations Director 
 

A decade of successful collaboration between the Montana Municipal Interlocal      
Authority (MMIA) and Montana Association of Counties Property Casualty Trust 
(MACo PCT) is earning these risk pools the Award for Excellence in  Performance 
from the Association of Governmental Risk Pools (AGRIP).  AGRIP is the national 
association for governmental risk pools.   
   
A little background is needed on the AGRIP recognition.  MACo PCT and MMIA have 
partnered with the State of Montana to fund a Risk Management Trainer position at 
the Montana Law Enforcement Academy (MLEA) since 2006. Through this project, 
risk management is built into basic courses and advanced training opportunities at 
MLEA for entry-level, mid-level, management and administrative staff at law           
enforcement and public safety agencies around the state of Montana. It gives          
participants a base of understanding about the  importance of minimizing risk in day-to
-day operations.   
 
If either MMIA or the MACo PCT hired their own dedicated law enforcement risk     
management trainer, it would easily cost $75,000 a year per pool.  Because of this 
unique relationship, the MACo PCT and MMIA are contributing $37,500 a year for this 
position at the academy.  This is a 50% saving for the pools every year instead of   
hiring one for themselves.   
 
By partnering with the State of Montana, MMIA and MACo PCT are controlling costs 
and effectively dealing with the needs of its member law enforcement agencies in a 
meaningful and constructive way.  The pools are introducing and stressing the       
importance of risk management to all levels of law enforcement at the primary training 
facility in the State of Montana.  They are making a statement that risk management 
needs to be part of the law enforcement ecosystem. 
      
This Trainer position heads up the Montana model law enforcement policy guideline 
project as well, and has produced approximately 27 model policy guidelines for law 
enforcement agencies around the State.  
  
To determine measurable performance that demonstrates success, we looked at   
MACo PCT and MMIA law enforcement liability claims from 1996 to 2015.  We looked 
at 1996 to 2005 and 2006 to 2015 as the two comparison periods.  We wanted 10 
years of data in each time frame because we thought that would provide a reasonable 
foundation for our analysis.  Our review of the loss data indicates that between 1996 
to 2005 MMIA and the MACo PCT averaged 106 law enforcement liability claims per 
year and a total of 1055 claims.  Between 2006 and 2015 the Pools averaged 84 law 
enforcement liability claims per year and a total of 925 claims.  Comparing the 1996 to 
2005-time period to the 2006 to 2015 we saw a 20% reduction in average law        
enforcement liability claims per year and a 20% reduction in the overall aggregate 
claims.  It appears this Trainer position at the Law Enforcement Academy had a       
significant impact on the frequency of law enforcement liability claims involving cities 
and counties in Montana.                                                               Continued on page 2.... 
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MACo PCT and MMIA Law Enforcement Liability Claims (1996 to 2015) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

This partnership between MMIA and the MACo PCT and the State of Montana is a compelling story of creativity to     
manage and mitigate a very challenging risk area. The AGRiP Board of Directors is acknowledging the Montana pools 
for their significant and innovative efforts, which provide a model initiative of demonstrable success that could be       
considered for implementation by other pools around the country.  
 
MMIA and the MACo PCT will receive the Award for Excellence in Performance at AGRiP’s 2017 Governance & Leader-

ship Conference.  

1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 Avg per Year Total Claims 
110 103 113 99 91 83 106 149 101 100 105.5 1055 

                      
                      

2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 Avg per Year Total Claims 
74 95 81 94 84 91 88 75 74 85 84.1 925.1 

                      
                    % Change % Change 

                    -20% -12% 
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2016-2017 MACo Executive Committee 

From left to right: Fiscal Officer Mike McGinley, Beaverhead County; Urban Representative Andy Hunthausen, Lewis & 
Clark County Commissioner; Immediate Past President Maureen Davey, Stillwater County Commissioner; President 
Todd Devlin, Prairie County Commissioner; First Vice  President  Bill Barron, Lake County Commissioner and Second 
Vice President Jim Hart, Madison County Commissioner. 

http://www.dorsey.com
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Caught on Camera at the MACo Midwinter Conference 
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2017 Risk Management Safety Awards 

By Emelia McEwen, MACo Senior Loss Control Specialist 
 

The MACo Risk Management Awards Luncheon was held on Wednesday, February 15, 2017 at the         
Midwinter Conference in Helena.  MACo recognizes counties exhibiting a continued commitment to job site 
safety and whose safety performance and programs are excellent.  The Awards promote awareness of work-
place health and safety throughout the counties and offer the opportunity for counties to share model        
programs.  This year, awards were presented to Liberty County, Madison County and Richland County.  In 
addition, we presented a Safety Coordinator Recognition Award to Becky Bradley, the Safety Coordinator for 
Richland County.  Becky has been a nurse for over 30 years and worked in Health Care for over 34 years. 

She has served as Safety Coordinator for the county for the past ten years. Becky earned 
this award through her dedication, persistence, and compassion about safety.  She likes 
the  challenge of working with leaders and staff of an organization to ensure that the staff 
has the knowledge to work safe and have a safe environment to work in.                                
                                
Becky thought that training physicians and nurses to work safely was tough, until she 
started working with the Road/Public Works departments.  Over the years, she and the 
guys at the road department have come to work well together. Another challenge was 
with the department heads and getting them to understand what Becky’s roles and       
responsibilities are to improve and implement Richland County’s safety program.          
Although these are just a couple of challenges she has had to face, Becky is sure that in 
the future, she and the Richland County Safety Committee can meet any challenges that 
come their way. 
 

MACo Risk Management thanks, the County Commissioners, Department heads, the Agents and the em-
ployees for being team players in making Liberty County, Madison County and Richland County safer work-
places.  We appreciate your hard work.  

Liberty County: Safety Coordinator Julie Gagnon, Commissioner Larry Hendrickson, Commissioner Joette Woods, 
Agent Tina Woods, Commissioner Maureen Wicks and Agent Marty Woods.                                  Continued on page 6... 

Becky Bradley, Richland  
County Safety Coordinator 
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2017 Risk Management Safety Awards 
Continued from page 5.... 

Madison County: Commissioner Dan Allhands, Commissioner Ronald Nye and Commissioner Jim Hart 

Richland County: Agent Jeremy Morby, Commissioner Loren Young, Commissioner Duane Mitchell, Clerk & Recorder 
Stephanie Verhasselt, Safety Coordinator Becky Bradley and Commissioner Shane Gorder 
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Dennis Henderson 
1945 - 2017 

Butte-Silver Bow County Commissioner 
 

Dennis Henderson, a Vietnam veteran, longtime businessman in Butte, former 
school board member and a Butte-Silver Bow commissioner the past six years, 
died in February after a battle with cancer. He was 71. 
 
Henderson was born in Butte, graduated from Butte High School in 1964 and 
served in the U.S. Army from 1964 to 1966, including time with the 1st Cavalry 
Division in Vietnam. 

 
He, at one time, owned A-1 Ambulance Service in Butte, P.J. Sports and the Winter Garden Bowling Center. 
He also drove a school bus, served as chairman of the Butte School Board, was an assistant state           
commissioner for Babe Ruth Baseball and was an avid hunter. 
 
He represented the county’s largely rural 5th District on the Council of Commissioners, winning elections in 
2010, 2012 and just last November — the last two times without drawing an opponent. 
 
“He was a common man and he worked for the common people,” said fellow commissioner and longtime 
friend Jim Fisher. 
 
John Mack, a lifelong friend who in recent years had coffee many mornings with Henderson and a few other 
friends, said he was successful in all his business endeavors but was always a “salt of the Earth kind of guy.” 
 
“He was just real down to Earth and he was interested in the city of Butte and promoting it,” Mack said. 
 
As a commissioner, Henderson was plain-spoken and outspoken about issues he considered important to his 
constituents, including road maintenance and fire protection. He was a fiscal hawk as well, often questioning 
spending proposals, county expenses and bids for projects and services. 
 
“He really stood up for the people he represented and was always watching out for their pocketbook,” said 
Butte-Silver Bow Chief Executive Dave Palmer, also a former commissioner. 
 
Commissioner Cindi Shaw said Henderson “never had a problem being an unpopular commissioner” by    
voting the way his constituents wanted. 
 
“He was just genuine,” she said. “In a word I would call him genuine.” 
 
Council Chairman John Morgan said Henderson had a great sense of humor but took his job as               
commissioner seriously. 
 
“He had a pretty good attention to detail and he really preferred things to be on the up-and-up — and in    
writing,” Morgan said. “And he respected the other commissioners. He didn’t always agree with them but he 
understood that good things were being done.” 
 

Continued on page 8... 
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Dennis Henderson 
1945 - 2017 

Butte-Silver Bow County Commissioner 
Continued from page 7... 

 
Henderson gladly fielded questions from constituents and the press, once answering a Montana Standard 
reporter’s call on his cell phone from a mountainside just as he and another hunter spotted an elk. He     
whispered that he would call back later, which he did. 
 
Henderson was always immersed in the community, including youth activities as a coach and referee. He 
helped line up baseball tournaments in Butte and in 1980 was appointed assistant state commissioner of 
Babe Ruth Baseball. He also was a member of the Silver Bow Kiwanis Club, once serving as its president. 
 
And Henderson was a die-hard Dallas Cowboys fan, Morgan recalled. 
 
Even though Morgan is a Packers fan, he said, “I wish the Cowboys could have won it one more time this 
year for Hendo.” 
 
Commissioners will appoint someone to fill Henderson's seat on the council until the next election. 
 
. 
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MACo Conferences 
 

2017 Annual Conference  
September 17-21 

 Best Western Plus GranTree Inn, Bozeman 
 

2017 Elected Official Orientation 
December 4-7 (Phase II) 

MACo Conference Room, Helena 
 

2018 Midwinter Conference 
February 12-15  

Red Lion Hotel & Convention Center, Billings 
 

2018 Annual Conference  
September 16-20 

 Holiday Inn Missoula Downtown, Missoula 

www.simplifile.com
http://www.wgmgroup.com
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Invasive Species News 
FWP seeks comment on rules aimed at invasive mussels 

 
Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks is seeking comment on proposed amendments to rules that outline new regu-
lations needed in the battle to contain, detect and prevent the risk of spreading invasive mussels and other 
aquatic invasive species to other state waters. 
 
Invasive mussel larvae were detected for the first time in Montana in October 2016 in Tiber Reservoir – and 
“suspect” detections turned up in Canyon Ferry Reservoir, the Missouri River below Toston Dam, and the Milk 
River. 
 
The discovery triggered a natural resource emergency in Montana and led to several recommended strate-
gies to manage the threat of invasive mussels spreading to other areas. 
 
The proposed rule amendments outline several new regulations, including: 
 Mandatory inspections of out-of-state motorized or nonmotorized watercraft prior to launching on any 

Montana waterbody. 
 Mandatory inspections of motorized or nonmotorized watercraft traveling across the Continental Divide 

into the Columbia River Basin within Montana. 
 Mandatory inspections of all motorized or nonmotorized watercraft coming off Tiber and Canyon Ferry 

reservoirs, and decontamination if necessary. 
 Drain plugs would be required to be removed; if the watercraft doesn’t have drain plugs, reasonable 

measures must be taken to dry or drain all compartments, including bilges. 
 Transporting lake and river water would be prohibited. 
 Live bait and fish would be required to transported in clean domestic water where allowed in current fish-

ing regulations. Upon leaving Tiber and Canyon Ferry Reservoirs, bait and fish must be transported with-
out water. 

 
A public hearing on the proposed rule amendments is scheduled for March 14 in Helena at FWP Headquar-
ters, 1420 E. 6th Ave. The hearing will begin at 6 p.m. 
 
Invasive zebra and quagga mussels have caused tens of millions of dollars in damages in the Great Lakes 
region and more recently in the southwestern U.S. They likely arrived in the ballast water of ocean-going 
ships and appeared in the Great Lakes in the 1980s. They’ve since spread to at least 30 states. 
 
The primary vector for transporting invasive mussels is water hauled by boats and associated equipment. 
 

Continued on page 11... 

http://www.musselresponse.mt.gov
mailto:musselresponse@mt.gov
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FWP seeks comment on rules aimed at invasive mussels 
Continued from page 10... 

 
All boaters and anglers are urged take year-round precautions and to Clean, Drain and Dry their equipment 
after each use. 
 
In the absence of their natural predators, invasive mussels rapidly cause significant problems by altering   
natural systems that support Montana fisheries; overwhelming lakes and rivers and the plants that help keep 
waters clean and productive; reducing water-based recreation; damaging outdoor equipment, including boats, 
motors and associated gear; clogging water pipes and hydropower facilities; jamming municipal water supply 
lines; and choking off agricultural irrigation systems. 
 
 
For more information or to comment on the rule online, visit the FWP website at fwp.mt.gov, click on the 
“News” tab and then click on rules or click "Public Notices." 
 
In January, Montana’s Mussel Response Implementation Team leaders presented a series of                     
recommendations to the Montana Legislature to address prevention, detection and containment efforts,     
including the creation of an AIS management bureau within FWP. 
 
Recommendations include additional mandatory watercraft inspection stations; deployment of watercraft    
decontamination stations at Tiber and Canyon Ferry reservoirs; and doubling sample collection to more than 
1,500 samples to be taken from more than 200 waterbodies.  Emergency response vehicles and equipment 
engaged in emergency activities would be exempt from the rule amendments. 
 
Comments on the proposed rule amendments are due by March 17. Comments can be emailed to fwpexot-
ics@mt.gov; or mailed to: Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks, Fisheries Division, P.O. Box 200701, Helena, MT 
59620-0701. 

http://fwp.mt.gov/default.html
http://fwp.mt.gov/news/publicNotices/rules/pn_0224.html
mailto:fwpexotics@mt.gov
mailto:fwpexotics@mt.gov
mailto:bhopkins@mtcounties.org
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http://www.mtcounties.org/hct
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Commissioner  

Profile 
 

Don Seifert 
Gallatin County 

 

Spouse’s name and time   
together:  Married to Christin 
Seifert for a while now. 

 
Children’s names: Kaj Seifert 
 
Occupation and years at current occupation:   
Gallatin County Commissioner since 2015 
 
Profession before current occupation: 
Owned a livestock nutrition business that worked in 5 
western states and 3 Canadian provinces. 
 
Biggest challenge you’ve ever faced: I always live 
by the motto that, “Every challenge is an opportunity, 
and some days have more opportunities than others.” 
My biggest opportunity was the decision to run for the 
office of County Commissioner. 
 
Two people, alive or not, you would like to have 
dinner with: Marcus Daly and Mark Twain 
 
Surprising fact about you: I’m a licensed pilot, sail-
boat captain, and professional musician. 
 
Favorite TV show:  “Montana Ag Live” on Montana 
PBS 
 
A turning point in your life: My father’s accidental 
death when I was 11 years old. 
 
A book you have read twice (or more):   
“Montana: High, Wide and Handsome” by Joseph    
Kinsey Howard 
 
The job you wanted at age 18:  Veterinarian 
 
Favorite movie: "Pirates of the Caribbean” 
 
Person(s) who had the biggest influence on you/
your life, and why:  My mother. She was a true 
“Rosie the Riveter,” working as a welder in the aircraft 
plants in San Diego during WW2. After my father died, 
she ran a 6,000 acre small grain and cattle ranch in 
northern Montana while raising 5 teenage children. 
Throughout her life she maintained a firm but gentle 
kindness. 

http://www.ackerman-estvold.com
maito:smsr@mtcounties.org
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Emelia’s Safety Corner 
 Safety tip of the Month 

Move More at Work and Sit Less  

Over the last 7 years Montana Association of    
Counties Risk Management has been proactive in 
encouraging our workers to move more at work and 
sit less.  In addition, we have replaced workstations 
with static legs with adjustable legs.   We recognize 
the consequences of inactivity.  Several studies in 
recent years pointed out the health risks of sitting 
too much. 
 
Women who spend at least 6 hours per day of their 
free time sitting have a 10 percent greater risk of 
developing cancer-nobly multiple myeloma, ovarian 
cancer or invasive breast cancer-than women who 
spend less than 3 hours per day of their free time 
sitting.  That is the finding of a 2015 American   
Cancer society study published in Cancer            
Epidemiology, Biomarkers and Prevention. 
 
A 2015 University of Toronto review of research 
found that sitting for about 11 hours per day was 
associated with 18 percent higher risk of death from 
cardiovascular disease, a 17 percent higher risk of 
fatal cancers, and 91 percent higher risk for         
developing type 2 diabetes. 
 
You might think that spending a few hours each 
week doing physical activities at the gym is the    
solution, but moving frequently throughout the day is 
most important. 
 
If you usually sit for long stretches of time, say, 

while driving or watching TV, our experts             

recommend taking short activity breaks.  Some    

research show that moving around or even standing 

for few minutes every hour helps bring blood sugar 

closer to normal. 

INTERCAP Interest Rate 2.50%  
  February 16, 2017 - February 15, 2018 
  

The INTERCAP program only loans funds to eligible  
government units as defined under 17-5-1604, MCA. 

 The INTERCAP program is a variable rate loan 

program. 
 
 Interest rates are adjusted on February 16th of 

each year. 
 
 100% financing is available with no up-front cost, 

equity, or matching funds required. 
 
 Interest and principal payments are due semi-

annually on February 15th and August 15th. 
 
 Current interest rate through February 15, 2018 is 

2.50% 
 
 Loan requests in excess of $1,000,000 must     

receive Loan Committee approval. 
 
 Loan requests in excess of $5,000,000 must      

receive Board approval. 
 
 Use of loan funds has significant flexibility, e.g. 

new and used equipment and vehicles, real    
property improvements, cash flow, preliminary   
engineering costs, grant writing. 

 
 Prepayments are allowed without any prepayment 

penalty. 
 
 Maximum loan limit is established by eligible    

government unit's legal debt limit. 
 
 Maximum term of the loan is 15 years or useful 

life of the project, whichever is less. 
  

Please note: Both the application and checklist 
items must be submitted. 

http://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0170/chapter_0050/part_0160/section_0040/0170-0050-0160-0040.html
http://investmentmt.com/Portals/96/shared/INTERCAP/docs/IntercapApp.pdf
http://investmentmt.com/Portals/96/shared/INTERCAP/docs/ApplicationChecklist.pdf
http://investmentmt.com/Portals/96/shared/INTERCAP/docs/ApplicationChecklist.pdf
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http;//www.mckinstry.com
http://www.mtcounties.org/pct
http://www.rpa-hln.com


MACo News • Volume 46, Number 3 • March 2017 16 

 You arrive at your hotel and check in at the front desk. When checking in, you give the front desk your 
credit card (for all the charges for your room). You get to your room and settle in. 
 
 Someone calls the front desk and asked for; example Room 620 (which happens to be your room). 

MACo News 
Arthur J. Gallagher  

200 S. Orange Avenue, Suite 
1350 Orlando, FL 32801 

 
(800) 524-0191, Ext. 3512 

www.ajg.com 

We are a leader in providing Risk Management solutions to Public Entity and Scholastic organizations. We 
provide: 
 
 First Dollar or Deductible Programs 
 Pools, Captives, or Risk Retention Groups 
 

Large or small, we’ll be your partner in providing Risk Management services for your Public 
Entity.   
 

Please contact Richard Terlecki or Mary Albee at (800) 524-0191 for more information. 

US libraries hit by ransomware attack 

Libraries across the city of St Louis are gradually regaining control of their computer systems, following a 
malware attack in January. 
 
Criminals broke into the systems of 17 libraries, disabled them and demanded a ransom. 
 
It meant people were unable to borrow books or use the computers.                                         Continued on page17... 

http://www.ajg.com/
http://www.ajg.com
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2017 DIRECTORY OF  
MONTANA  

COUNTY OFFICIALS 
 

NOW AVAILABLE 
 

The 2017 edition of the Directory of Montana County Officials  
is now available 

 
This little book is a MUST HAVE! 

 

There are significant changes and updates in this years directory 
 

You may order your directory by going to our website: 
www.mtcounties.org 

Price remains the same at $15.00 

US libraries hit by ransomware attack 
Continued from page 16... 

 
All services were being restored, said Waller McGuire, executive director of St Louis libraries. No ransom has been 
paid to the attackers. 
 
According to Intel Security, ransomware attacks are rising in "alarming" numbers.  
 
Technical staff at the libraries across St Louis worked "through the night and weekend" to regain access to the   
affected servers, using the library's back-up system to restore them, Mr. McGuire said in a statement. 
 
Their first priority had been to restore the system that allowed books to be borrowed, which had now been done, 
he said. 
 
Mr. McGuire said: "St Louis Public Library has been working with the FBI to identify how criminals broke into our 
system and correct the problem.  
 
"I apologize to patrons for any inconvenience this incident has caused: on most days thousands of St Louis Public 
Library patrons check out materials and use computers for many purposes.  
 
"The real victims of this criminal attack are the library's patrons." 
 
"An attempt to hold information and access to the world for ransom is deeply frightening and offensive to any    
public library, and we will make every effort to keep that world available to our patrons." 

http://www.mtcounties.org
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MACo News 

March 2, 12:00 PM - 1:15 PM  MST 
 

Stepping Up Network Call:  
Introduction to the Network and Making the 

Six Questions Work for You 
 

Join the Stepping Up partners for the first Stepping Up 
Network Technical Assistance Call. On this call,    
counties will hear about the purpose and goals of the 
Stepping Up Network and how it can be a useful tool 
for their efforts. Counties will then engage in a          
facilitated discussion on the “Six Questions” document 
and how the planning process described in that report 
has been or could be beneficial to them in their      
Stepping Up efforts. Counties are encouraged to sign 
on and join the conversation! Please be sure to       
participate in or review the “Introduction to the          
‘Six Questions County Leaders Need to Ask’" webinar      
on February 2 prior to joining the call.                          
http://www.naco.org/events/stepping-introduction-six-
questions-county-leaders-need-ask  

April 6, 12:00 PM - 1:15 PM  MST 
 

Stepping Up:  
Conducting Timely Mental Health Screening 

and Assessment in Jails 
 

Join the Stepping Up partners for the second      webi-
nar in the Six Questions series, which will     feature 
key strategies for conducting timely       screening and 
assessments for mental health and substance use in 
jails. To reduce the number of people with mental ill-
nesses in jail, counties need to have a clear and accu-
rate understanding of the prevalence of these disor-
ders within their jail       populations. This requires uni-
versal screening of every person booked into jail for 
mental illnesses, as well as other behavioral health 
needs, such as    substance use. On this webinar, a 
national expert will provide an overview of key strate-
gies from the Six Questions report for effectively and 
consistently identifying people with mental illnesses 
and/or    substance use disorders in county jails and 
how to appropriately share this information. Then, 
county officials will share how they have implemented 
screening and assessment processes in their jails and 
discuss the benefits of these tools.  

 
 

March 9, 1:00 PM - 2:00 PM  MST 
 

Becoming an Employer of Choice:  
Benefits Best Practices for Counties 

 
Join Arthur J. Gallagher & Co. for an informative    
webinar highlighting benefits best practices by coun-
ties and other public sector organizations throughout 
the country. During this session we will highlight data 
pulled from Gallagher’s 2016 Benefits Strategy & 
Benchmarking Survey, and discuss the value to your 
county of participating in Gallagher’s 2017 survey 
through partnership with NACo.  

March 16, 11:30 PM - 1:00 PM  MST 
 

Where are we Now? Where are We Going? 
Rebuilding and Recovering after Tropical 

Storm Hermine and Hurricane Matthew 
 

In 2016, FEMA declared 103 disasters ranging from 
floods, tropical storms, hurricanes, wind and wildfire. 
This leaves many counties and parishes across the 
country continuing to face recovery and rebuilding 
challenges. This webinar will focus on a 6 month look 
at the challenges facing those areas recovering from 
Tropical Storm Hermine and Hurricane Matthew. Shar-
ing information about how others handled similar situa-
tions from prior events, and information about the on-
going recovery efforts of these recent events, is often 
helpful at this stage of disaster recovery. This webinar 
provides an opportunity to share lessons learned and 
speak with others long term recovery planning and 
rebuilding after a disaster.  
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Calendar of Events 
Please go to www.mtcounties.org for  

more detailed information 

 MACo News 

MACo NEWS 
Ph: 449-4360 Fax: 442-5238 

maco@mtcounties.org 

 

2017  
Directory of 

 Montana County  
Officials 

 

 
 

Now Available 
 
 
 

www.mtcounties.org 

Board of Directors 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

 
 

President 

Todd Devlin, Prairie County 
1st Vice President 
Bill Barron, Lake County 
2nd Vice President 

Jim Hart, Madison County 
Fiscal Officer 
Mike McGinley, Beaverhead County 
Urban Representative 

Andy Hunthausen, Lewis & Clark County 
Immediate Past President 

Maureen Davey, Stillwater County 
 

PAST PRESIDENTS 

Joe Briggs, Cascade County 
Greg Chilcott, Ravalli County 
John Ostlund, Yellowstone County 
Carl Seilstad, Fergus County 
Mike McGinley , Beaverhead County 
John Prinkki, Carbon County 
Carol Brooker, Sanders County 
Bob Mullen, Jefferson County 
 

DISTRICT CHAIRS 

1.   Gary Macdonald, Roosevelt County 
2.   Shane Gorder, Richland County 
3    Bob Lee, Rosebud County 
4.   Larry Hendrickson, Liberty County 
5.   Ron Ostberg, Teton County 
6.   Richard Moe, Wheatland County 
7.   Susie Mosness, Sweet Grass County 
8.   Susan Good Geise, Lewis & Clark County 
9.   Steve White, Gallatin County                                        
10. Tony Cox, Sanders County 
11. Jeff Burrows, Ravalli County 
12. Tom Rice, Beaverhead County 

 

ELECTED OFFICIALS ASSOCIATION REPS 

County Attorneys - Leo Gallagher,  
Lewis & Clark County 
Clerk & Recorders  - Regina Plettenberg, 
Ravalli County  
Clerks of Court - Valerie Hornsveld,  
Broadwater County; Elizabeth T. Ball-Mavity, 
Rosebud County 
Magistrates - Linda Cantin, Park County 
School Superintendents - Susan Beley,  
Wheatland County  
Sheriffs & Peace Officers - Brian Gootkin,  
Gallatin County 
Treasurers - Jamie Bailey, Cascade County 

MACo STAFF 
 

Harold Blattie, Executive Director 

Sheryl Wood, Associate Director 

Eric Bryson, Assistant Director 

Kathy Johnson, Finance Director 

Sara McGowan, Accounting Technician 

Karen Houston, Meeting Planner 

Shantil Siaperas, Legislative Analyst &  

Communications Specialist 

Sharon Wilson, Administrative Assistant 

Jerry Spears, Trust Operations Director 

Shannon Shanholtzer, PCT/WCT Administrator 

Jonathon Siaperas, PCT/WCT Member Services Repre-

sentative 

Jim Muskovich, Loss Control Administrator 

Emelia McEwen, Senior Loss Control Specialist 

Bonnie Knopf, Claims Data Specialist 

Brian Hopkins, General Counsel 

Carol Knight, Legal Assistant 

Gregory Bonilla, Managing Defense Counsel 

Maureen Lennon, Defense Counsel 

Mitch Young, Defense Counsel 

DeeAnn Cooney, Defense Counsel 

Kimberly Potter, Legal Assistant 

Jodi Bell, Defense Services Office Coordinator 

Wendy Sesselman, WCT Claims  Supervisor 

Christine Holling, WCT Senior Claims Adjuster 

Carol Gleed, WCT Claims Adjuster 

David Payne, PCT Senior Claims Adjuster 

Debbie Bjerke, PCT Claims Adjuster 

Karyn Shirilla, Medical Claims Analyst 

Alyce Bailey, HCT Administrator 

Laurie Goltry, HCT Program Coordinator 

Pam Walling, HCT Marketing Coordinator 

Shelley Murphy, HCT Marketing Coordinator 

Taylaur  Nordhagen, HCT Wellness Coordinator 

Deanna Carpenter, HCT Admin./Enrollment Asst. 

Tom Beneventi, Facilities Director  

ASSOCIATE 
MEMBERS 

 

Diamond 
Member 

Arthur Gallagher 
Risk Management 

Services 

MT Dept. of 
Commerce 

 

Silver Members 
Nationwide 
Retirement 
Solutions 

NorthWestern 
Energy 

 
 

Bronze Members 
AT & T 

Morrison-Maierle  
Ameresco, Inc. 
WGM Group 

Dorsey & Whitney 
McKinstry 
Simplifile 
Territorial 

Landworks, Inc.  

Copper Member 
 MDU Resources 
MT Newspaper 

Association 
 

 
AFFILIATE  
MEMBER 
Montana 

Association of 

County Road 

Supervisors 

(MACRS) 
 

 

Thank you to our 

Members! 
 

For information on 

how to become an 

Associate Member, 

visit our website at 

www.mtcounties.org 

 or call  

406-449-4360 

April 2017 
 

4-5 PCT/WCT Renewal Meeting - MACo Conference 
Room 

 
June 2017 

 
21 MACo Board of Directors MACo/HCT/PCT/WCT 
 Budget Adoption Meeting - MACo Conference 

Room 

MACRS  
Annual Spring Conference 

 
March 27 -  30, 2017  

Great Falls, MT 

http//www.mtcounties.org

