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Compensability of a Claim 
(Injury and Accident Defined) 

By Wendy Sesselman, AINS, AIC 
Workers’ Compensation Supervisor, MACo WCT 

Under the workers’ compensation statute, specific definitions 
clarify what is determined to be a compensable injury and what 

is not.  There are basically three steps in determining if a work-related injury has   
occurred and if the event meets the statutory definitions. The first step of this process 
is to determine if an injury has occurred.  

Pursuant to section 39-71-119, "Injury" or "injured" means: 

• Internal or external physical harm to the body that is established by objective
medical findings;

• Death

• Damage to prosthetic devices or appliances (except for damage to eyeglasses,
contact lenses, dentures, or hearing aids). However, 39-71-704 clarifies this
exception with the statement that the insurer shall replace or repair prescription
eyeglasses, prescription contact lenses, prescription hearing aids, and dentures
that are damaged or lost as a result of an injury, as defined in 39-71-119, arising
out of and in the course of employment.

“Injury" or "injured" does not mean a physical or mental condition arising from: 

• Emotional or mental stress; or

• A nonphysical stimulus or activity.

• “Injury” or “injured” does not include a disease that is not caused by an accident.

• A cardiovascular, pulmonary, respiratory, or other disease, cerebrovascular
accident, or myocardial infarction suffered by a worker is an injury only if the
accident is the primary cause of the physical condition in relation to other factors
contributing to the physical condition.

Once the determination of an injury has occurred, the next step of a compensability 
decision is the determination of causation.  Causation of an injury must be considered 
an accident.  An accident is defined as:  

• An unexpected traumatic incident or unusual strain;

• Identifiable by time and place of occurrence;

• Identifiable by member or part of the body affected; and caused by a specific
event on a single day or during a single work shift.

The third step in the process is to determine primary cause, which means: a cause 
that, with a reasonable degree of medical certainty, is responsible for more than 50% 
of the physical condition. 

Of note, an insurer is not liable for injuries or conditions that result from an accident 
that occurs during travel or treatment, except that the insurer retains liability for the 
compensable injuries and conditions for which the travel and treatment were required. 

Please feel free to contact the claims department at (406)442-1178 or 
claims@mtcounties.org with any questions regarding whether a claim is   

compensable, or any other claims related questions. 

http://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0390/chapter_0710/part_0010/section_0190/0390-0710-0010-0190.html
mailto:claims@mtcounties.org
http://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0390/chapter_0710/part_0010/section_0190/0390-0710-0010-0190.html
http://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0390/chapter_0710/part_0070/section_0040/0390-0710-0070-0040.html


MACo News • Volume 46, Number 5 • May 20172 

MACo News 
Local boater training,  

certification now available online 

Local boater training and certification for Tiber and Canyon Ferry 
Reservoirs can now be done online at musselresponse.mt.gov. 

The online training course provides participants with information 
about the invasive mussel threat, how to appropriately clean, 
drain and dry your watercraft and why it’s important for everyone 

to take responsibility in protecting Montana’s waterbodies. 

This year in Montana, watercraft owners can be certified as local boaters at both Tiber and Canyon Ferry to 
allow them to bypass decontamination stations at the reservoirs after each trip out on the water. Local boater 
certification is intended for those boaters who intend to boat only at Canyon Ferry or Tiber. Certified local 
boaters sign an agreement pledging to go through decontamination should they decide to launch in another 
waterbody. Certification for the local boater programs have been available at Montana Fish, Wildlife and 
Parks open houses around the state and now online. 

The discovery last fall of aquatic invasive mussel larvae in water samples at Tiber Reservoir and a suspect 
sample from Canyon Ferry Reservoir has led to a multi-faceted, interagency response from Montana. This 
includes more than 30 inspection stations, a doubling in the monitoring efforts and decontamination stations 
about both Tiber and Canyon Ferry Reservoirs. 

Boat ramps at both reservoirs are designated as open either to all boats or certified local boaters only. 
Currently, two boat ramps at each reservoir are open for all boaters. At Canyon Ferry, these boat ramps are 
the Silos on the southwest side of the lake and Shannon on the north end near the dam. At Tiber, the Tiber 
Marina and VFW ramps, both near the dam, are open to all boaters. Other boat ramps on each reservoir are 
open to certified local boaters only. 

On both reservoirs, local boater ramps will be clearly marked. Maps for each reservoir are also available 
online at musselresponse.mt.gov. 

Generally, decontamination only will require thoroughly cleaning, draining, and drying, which can be done in a 
matter of minutes. A full hot water decontamination of a more complex boat with ballasts or live wells takes an 
average of up to 30 minutes and can include spraying the exterior and flushing interior compartments with 
pressurized hot water (140°F). In the most extreme cases, the motor’s cooling system will need to be flushed. 

The local boater program is geared for boaters who primarily spend their time on either reservoir. This pro-
gram is being implemented to help reduce wait times at decontamination stations and to continue to ensure 
that waters outside of Tiber and Canyon Ferry are protected from invasive mussels. 

For more information on invasive mussels, maps of inspection and decontamination stations, and how to 
clean, drain and dry your watercraft, go online to musselresponse.mt.gov. 

http://musselresponse.mt.gov/Become-a-Certified-Local-Boater
http://musselresponse.mt.gov/Become-a-Certified-Local-Boater
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MACo News 
New Justice of the Peace in  

Teton County 
 

The Teton County commissioners on March 30 appointed Pete Rasmussen, a 
Choteau real estate agent and former justice of the peace candidate, to serve out 
the remainder of Justice of the Peace Wes Myhre’s term, starting immediately. 
 
Myhre, serving his first four-year term in office, resigned as of March 20 to take a 

position with the federal courthouse security in Great Falls. Rasmussen will fill out the remaining 21 months in 
Myhre’s term and will have to seek election in 2018 to retain the office. 
 
The justice of the peace position, which is three-quarters time, pays $33,701.15 annually. 
 
Rasmussen was one of five county residents who applied for the position. Others were Choteau residents 
Janie Zwerneman and Dianna Fellers Nelson (both of whom also ran for the seat in the last election),     
Devonna McCartney of Choteau and Ashley Johnson of rural Pendroy. 
 
In the 2014 primary election, Myhre and Rasmussen were the top vote getters out of a field of five and        
advanced to the general election, where Myhre, a county deputy, bested Rasmussen, a former Choteau City 
councilman, by a total vote of 1,353 to 1,264. 
 
Before making their decision, the county commissioners hosted a public forum on March 29 for the five       
applicants, where each told an audience of about 22 about their background and why they wanted the job and 
then answered questions from the audience. 
 
Then on March 30, they interviewed all five applicants with the interviews open to the public. After the inter-
views that morning, they convened for their regular business meeting that afternoon to make the appointment 
and take action on other business items. 
 
Board of Commissioners Chairman Ron Ostberg said that the commissioners had five excellent candidates 
from which to choose. He suggested that the commissioners first vote for their top candidate on a sheet of   
paper, and then each commissioner gave their name to Clerk and Recorder Paula Jaconetty who tallied the 
results as two votes for Pete Rasmussen and one for Ashley Johnson. 
 
Jim Hodgskiss then made the motion to appoint Rasmussen and his motion carried unanimously. 

http://www.dorsey.com
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Brian's  
General Law Updates 

By Brian Hopkins, MACo General Counsel 

Notice of Commission Meetings – A Change in the Law 

On March 27, 2017, the Governor signed into law Senate Bill (SB) 2, an act clarifying requirements for 
commission meetings.  This law provides that the presence of a quorum of commissioners does not constitute 
a “meeting” under certain defined circumstances.  Specifically, it provides leeway for commissioners to travel 
together and attend an event sponsored by a third party without fully triggering open meeting laws. 

Historically, county commissioners have been very limited in the ability to travel together in the same vehicle 
or attend an event or meeting sponsored by another entity or organization, due to the legal definition of the 
term “meeting.”  Montana Code Annotated Section 2-3-203 defines a meeting as the convening of a quorum 
of a public agency, such as a county commission, to “hear, discuss or act upon a matter over which the 
agency has supervision, control, jurisdiction or advisory power.”  Pursuant to this and related laws, any time 
the commissioners conduct a meeting they must provide at least two days’ notice of the meeting to the public, 
post an agenda along with the notice of the meeting, and ensure that appropriate minutes are taken, which 
must be maintained and available for public inspection.  The meeting agenda must include an opportunity for 
public comment on public matters which are not on the agenda but that are within the jurisdiction of the 
County. 

It is easy to understand the practical constraints that these rules have placed on commissioners.  It is difficult 
for two commissioners to travel in the same vehicle and expect them to completely refrain from casual 
discussion about matters which fall under their jurisdiction or advisory power.  Similarly, if two commissioners 
attend any outside event, ranging from a MACo conference to a meeting with a federal agency, attendance at 
such meetings could potentially be construed as a violation of open meeting laws if there is no public notice of 
the meeting, agenda posted, or minutes taken.  This can be particularly troublesome in meetings with federal 
agencies because those agencies often expect their meetings to be closed to the public.  This is contrary to 
the public’s dual constitutional rights under Montana law to participate in commission decision-making 
through public comment, and to observe commission deliberations.  

SB 2 provides some relief to the requirements of MCA Section 7-5-2122 by providing that the presence of a 
quorum of commissioners at an event or meeting of another organization or when traveling in the same 
vehicle generally will not constitute a meeting of the board.  The caveat is that if issues over which the 
commission has “supervision, control, jurisdiction or advisory power” are discussed or heard at the external 
meeting or while traveling, the commissioners must present a report at their next regularly scheduled 
meeting.  The report must include the name of the event, the individuals involved, the date and location of the 
event or day of travel, and a brief summary of the issues discussed or heard. 

In short, SB 2 provides commissioners relief from potential public concern about “secret meetings,” while 
ensuring that any useful information or discussion that commissioners obtain at an event sponsored by a third 
party is shared with the county and the public before any further discussion or decision-making takes place.   

As always, please feel free to contact me with questions or concerns. 
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Lake County Seeking Bids 

 for Drone Services 
Source: Valley Journal 

The county commissioners announced that they 
would seek the bids following a hearing on April 12. 

Commissioner Bill Barron said the county could use 
drones for search and rescue operations, which it 
has used a private contractor for in the past. The 
county’s Geographic Information Systems and 
environmental health departments could use 
drones for mapping addresses and drain fields, he 
said. The roads department and sheriff’s office also 
might use them.  

The county itself can’t operate drones due to new 
rules from the Federal Aviation Administration, 
Barron said.  

“We will contract with licensed people,” he said, 
adding that the regulations require a drone operator 
have a pilot’s license.  

“We feel it’s important to have this service and 
provide it, but we have to make sure it’s legal,” he 
said.  

Barron said the county previously used a man from 
the Finley Point/Yellow Bay Fire Department who 
was licensed.  

Barron noted that any contractor would have to 
have his own liability insurance. 

A Few Mother’s Day 
Fun Facts 

The Information Age has taught us that few chapters 
from history come without complications, and Mother’s 
Day is no exception. Today, the biggest drama seems 
to be the irresponsible son, who wakes up in cold 
sweats on a spring Sunday morning, and asks, “Wait! 
What date is Mother’s Day?” While this crisis is easily 
averted by always remembering the second Sunday in 
May, when we look back at the history of Mother’s Day, 
we find a mind-blowing series of events, and a few 
crazy coincidences. From controversial beginnings to 
modern mega-holiday, let’s look at some remarkable 
pieces of Mother’s Day trivia and facts. 

History of Mother’s Day 

One of the women considered to be a founder of Moth-
er’s Day also wrote “The Battle Hymn of the  Republic.” 
In 1870, Julia Ward Howe gave her  famous Mother’s 
Day Proclamation, which begged the entire country to 
put an end to excessive violence. She hoped to con-
vene a women’s congress for peace in response to the 
Civil and Franco-Prussian Wars. Celebrity mom 
Dionne Warwick, would eventually have a 
similar proclamation, “What The World Needs Now Is 
Love.” 

A generation or so later, in 1905, Anna Marie 
Jarvis began her fight to have Mother’s Day recognized 
as a national holiday. Jarvis was the founder of 
Mothers’ Day Work Clubs, which sought improvements 
to health and sanitation standards in several major 
cities. As Jarvis’ campaign for official recognition 
plowed on, it was met with harsh criticism. Senator 
Henry Moore Teller described the idea of Mother’s Day 
as “absolutely absurd” and “trifling.” After a fight from 
several  politicians, Woodrow Wilson signed it onto the 
official US  calendar in 1914. Time to party, right? 

It wasn’t always easy sailing for the official Mother’s 
Day, though. In the 1920s, a man named Robert Spero 
introduced the idea of Parents’ Day, which would be 
celebrated on the second Sunday in May, and replace 
both Mother’s and Father’s Day. When asked what 
gave him the idea for the new holiday, he said it came 
from being saddened by seeing all of the fathers who 
looked like they felt left out during Mother’s Day 
festivities. He had some success for a few years, 
especially in New York. After gaining momentum 
through the end of the 1930s, advocates of Parents’ 
Day disappeared, and  everyone went back to giving 
moms and dads their own special days. The rest is 
Mother’s Day history. 

http://www.history.com/topics/holidays/mothers-day
http://www.history.com/topics/holidays/mothers-day
http://www.territoriallandworks.com
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2017 Directory of Montana County Officials Update 

COUNTY TITLE NAME UPDATED  INFORMATION 

Anaconda-Deer 
Lodge 

Chief of Law  
Enforcement Tim Barkell email changed to: tbarkell@adlc.us 

Anaconda-Deer 
Lodge 

Commissioner -  
District #5  James Whealon 

Appointed in February -  
email: jwhealon@adlc.us,    Ph# 498-8284, 
Address: 115 Howe St., Anaconda 

Beaverhead Commissioner John Jackson 
Appointed in March - email: 
jjackson@beaverheadcounty.org 

Butte-Silver Bow 
Commissioner - 
District #5 Dan Olsen 

Appointed March - email: dolsen@bsb.mt.gov                                               
Ph# 494-8392 

Carbon Commissioner Bill Bullock 

Appointed in April - email:  
bbullock@carboncomt.com, Cell# 425-4517 -   
Address: PO Box 131, Red Lodge, 59068 

Fergus 
Justice of the 
Peace Kelly Mantooth email changed to: kmantooth@mt.gov 

Glacier Attorney Teryl Matt 
Appointed April - email: 
tmatt@glaciercountymt.org,  Ph# 873-5888 

Hill Sheriff/Coroner 
Jamieson 
(Jamie) Ross 

Appointed in April - email: jross@hillso.org, 
Ph# 265-2512, Ext. 2106 

Ravalli Commissioner Chris Hoffman email correction: cahoffman@rc.mt.gov 

Rosebud 
Clerk of District 
Court 

Elizabeth Ball-
Mavity email changed to: lball@mt.gov 

Teton 
Justice of the 
Peace 

Pete  
Rasmussen 

Appointed in March - email: 
pete.rasmussen@mt.gov,   Ph# 466-5611 

Teton Sheriff/Coroner Keith Van Setten 
email changed to:  
kvansetten@tetonco.mt.org 

mailto:jmuskovich@mtcounites.org
mailto:emcewen@mtcounties.org
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MACo Conferences 

2017 Annual Conference  
September 17-21 

 Best Western Plus GranTree Inn, Bozeman 

2017 Elected Official Orientation 
December 4-7 (Phase II) 

MACo Conference Room, Helena 

2018 Midwinter Conference 
February 12-15  

Red Lion Hotel & Convention Center, Billings 

2018 Annual Conference  
September 16-20 

 Holiday Inn Missoula Downtown, Missoula 

http://www.simplifile.com
http://www.wgmgroup.com
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MACo HCT News 

IT’S ALL ABOUT TRUST 

http;//www.lifebalance.net
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MACo News 
Jennifer Louise Reinhardt 

1949 - 2017 
Valley County Treasurer 

Jennifer “Jenny” Louise Reinhardt age 67, passed away on March 25, 2017, 
after a two-and-a-half-year battle with cancer. 

Jenny was born in Glasgow on June 29, 1949. She attended Glasgow High 
School, graduating in 1967. After spending some time living in California, 
Ohio and Florida, Jenny returned to Glasgow and Married Howard Reinhardt. 
They had three children, Stephanie, Tony and Nathan.  

Jenny worked in retail at Sears and JC Penney. She also worked at the 
Valley County Library before moving over to the Courthouse where she 

worked first as the secretary for the Fair Board, Refuse Board, and Airport Commission. Jenny was later 
appointed to fulfill the remaining term for the Valley County Treasurer and we re-elected to that post. Jenny 
retired as the Treasurer in July 2014. She could not stay retired for long and  returned to work part-time for the 
Airport Commission just a few months after retiring. Jenny enjoyed working with the public and providing the 
best customer service. She was very detail oriented and would often work extra hours to make sure the books 
were not off by even one cent. 

Jenny was active in her community and the Methodist Church. She served on a number of boards including 
the Glasgow School Board, Library Board, and Fair Board. She was a member of Soroptimist Club, Hospital 
Guild and United Methodist Women. She most recently served as Treasurer for the Methodist Church. Jenny 
was very giving of her time and energy to these groups and other people. 

http://www.mtcounties.org/hct
http://www.ackerman-estvold.com
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2017 DIRECTORY OF 
MONTANA  

COUNTY OFFICIALS 

NOW AVAILABLE 

The 2017 edition of the Directory of Montana County Officials 
is now available 

This little book is a MUST HAVE! 

There are significant changes and updates in this years directory 

You may order your directory by going to our website: 
www.mtcounties.org 

Price remains the same at $15.00 

http://www.mtcounties.org
mailto:bhopkins@mtcounties.org


MACo News • Volume 46, Number 5 • May 2017 11 

MACo News 

Commissioner  
Profile 

 

John Jackson 
Beaverhead County 
 

Spouse’s name and time     
together:  Married to Joan   
Jackson for 47 years  
 

Children’s names and ages: Jaime 41, Jeff 39,  
Jackie 37 and 10 Grandchildren 
 
Occupation and years at current occupation:   
Appointed as Beaverhead County Commissioners 
March 6, 2017 
 
Profession before current occupation: 
Lifetime rancher and custom hayer: Beaverhead  
County fourth generation rancher in Big Hole Valley, 
Jackson, MT. 
 
Education:  Airframe and Power plant training     
and License Northrop Institute of Technology,           
Englewood, CO 
 
Biggest challenge you’ve ever faced: Surviving 
18 months of being Army Aviation Crew Chief in 
Southeast Asia from 1968-1969. Also, helping my 
wife battle 37+ years of Multiple Sclerosis with 
amazing success. 
 
Two people, alive or not, you would like to have 
dinner with: Antone (my Great Grandfather) and 
John J. Jackson (my Grandfather) who was 5 years 
old when they settled in the Big Hole Valley in the 
1880’s 
 
Surprising fact about you: I am a strong Fiscal    
Conservative. When people find out how many au-
tos (classic and not so classic) I own, they are sur-
prised! My wife has trouble understanding my love 
for cars, but when I asked what her maiden name 
was - Joan Carr - that was the end of the conversa-
tion! 
 
Most adventurous thing you’ve ever done: 
Roped a 300 lb. bear off a horse (colt) at the age of 
15. Also, volunteered to serve in the Army during 
the Vietnam fiasco. 

Favorite TV show:  P.B.R. Pro Bull Riding 
 
A turning point in your life: Coming back to the 
ranch after 3 years in the Army and 2 years in 
school in LA...I never wanted to leave again. 
 
The job you wanted at age 18:  Rancher 
 
Favorite movie: "Quigley Down Under” with Tom 
Selleck 
 
Person(s) who had the biggest influence on you/
your life, and why:  My mother, Elna, who was a 
school teacher and she really loved it! She was also 
one of the hardest working and kindest people I 
have ever known. My father, Robert P., taught me 
how to work hard and to love the land. He was a 
true Patriot, a WWII Vet, an Army Scout/Sniper and 
he showed me how to serve and love this great   
nation. 

mailto:smsr@mtcounties.org
mailto:memberservices@mtcounties.org
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Emelia’s Safety Corner 
 Safety tip of the Month 

Chainsaw Safety 

This is the time year that county road departments 
may be using chain saws to cut branches fallen 
trees and bushes. This would be an appropriate 
time to discuss chain saw safety. 

Operating a chain saw is inherently hazardous. 
Potential injuries can be minimized by using proper 
personal protective equipment and safe operating 
procedures. 

Potential Injuries are the following: 

• The blades can cut you
• Chainsaws are heavy and can cause a back

injury
• Noise from the chainsaws can cause hearing

loss
• Chainsaws can kick back and cause an injury
• Vibration from the chainsaw can cause numb-

ness and injuries to your muscles, nerves, or
tendons (sometimes called “ergonomic” injuries)

• Flying debris can cause an eye injury

Protective equipment: 

• Ear protection
• Gloves
• Safety glasses/face guard
• chaps
• Safety shoes
• Hard hat

Before Starting a Chain Saw 

• Check controls, chain tension, and all bolts and
handles to ensure that they are functioning
properly and that they are adjusted according to
the manufacturer's instructions.

• Make sure that the chain is always sharp and
the lubrication reservoir is full

• Start the saw on the ground or on another firm
support. Drop starting is never allowed

• Start the saw at least 10 feet from the fueling
area, with the chain's brake engaged

Fueling a Chain Saw 

• Use approved containers for transporting fuel to
the saw

• Dispense fuel at least 10 feet away from any
sources of ignition when performing construction
activities. No smoking during fueling

• Use a funnel or a flexible hose when pouring
fuel into the saw

• Never attempt to fuel a running or HOT saw

Chain Saw Safety 

• Clear away dirt, debris, small tree limbs and
rocks from the saw's chain path. Look for nails,
spikes or other metal in the tree before cutting

• Shut off the saw or engage its chain brake when
carrying the saw on rough or uneven terrain

• Keep your hands on the saw's handles, and
maintain secure footing while operating the saw

• Proper personal protective equipment must be
worn when operating the saw, which includes
hand, foot, leg, eye, face, hearing and head pro-
tection

• Do not wear loose-fitting clothing.
• Be careful that the trunk or tree limbs will not

bind against the saw
• Watch for branches under tension, they may

spring out when cut
• Gasoline-powered chain saws must be equipped

with a protective device that minimizes chain
saw kickback

• Be cautious of saw kick-back. To avoid kick-
back, do not saw with the tip. If equipped, keep
tip guard in place

• Work a safe distance from other workers.

• Communicate with and watch out for            
co-workers

• Take breaks. Very tired workers make        
mistakes and get hurt

• Inexperienced workers must be supervised
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http://www.mckinstry.com
http://www.mtcounties.org/pct
http://www.rpa-hln.com
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 You arrive at your hotel and check in at the front desk. When checking in, you give the front desk your 
credit card (for all the charges for your room). You get to your room and settle in. 
 
 Someone calls the front desk and asked for; example Room 620 (which happens to be your room). 

MACo News 
Arthur J. Gallagher  

200 S. Orange Avenue, Suite 
1350 Orlando, FL 32801 

 
(800) 524-0191, Ext. 3512 

www.ajg.com 

We are a leader in providing Risk Management solutions to Public Entity and Scholastic organizations. We 
provide: 
 

• First Dollar or Deductible Programs 
• Pools, Captives, or Risk Retention Groups 
 

Large or small, we’ll be your partner in providing Risk Management services for your Public 
Entity.   
 

Please contact Richard Terlecki or Mary Albee at (800) 524-0191 for more information. 

OSHA’s Top 10 Hits: 
The Most Common Citations 

 

Citations--OSHA has released its list of the 10 most frequently cited safety and health violations that occurred in 
the last fiscal year. Not surprisingly, the list has hardly changed from previous years. Employers who take a       
proactive approach with regard to their health and safety culture find themselves consistently ahead of the curve. 
These companies know what OSHA is looking for when OSHA shows up unannounced, and are prepared to 
demonstrate their businesses are compliant with OSHA standards. The top 10 hazards are: 
 

1. Fall protection 
2. Hazard communication 
3. Scaffolds 
4. Respiratory protection 
5. Lockout/tagout 
6. Powered industrial trucks 
7. Ladders 
8. Machine guarding 
9. Electrical wiring 
10. Electrical, general requirements 

 
Employers that do not implement a solid safety and health program addressing such hazards find themselves 
among workplaces that have serious worker injuries and face serious citations. Last year alone more than 4,500 
workers were killed, and approximately 3 million were injured. 
 
No employer can escape these hazards. The top 10 citations span every industry, and range from fall hazards in        
construction or energy to lockout/tagout in manufacturing or food production to electrical wiring in nearly every line 
of work. Moreover, there were 32,000 federal OSHA inspections last year - and OSHA will continue to vigorously 
go after companies that do not comply with these standards. 
 
To decrease the likelihood of injury in their workforce and the risks of serious OSHA citations, companies can hire 
a team to conduct a thorough audit of workplace safety rules and culture to ensure the business is compliant with 
OSHA's standards. Moreover, such a team can suggest best practices to ensure a safe  workplace with minimal 
worker injuries. This will reduce liability with OSHA for both the most common OSHA citations and any others that 
may arise. 

http://www.ajg.com/
http://www.ajg.com
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Sidney-Richland County Public Library 

Fights Fake News  
Phenomenon with Online Databases 

By Joshua Smallwood, The Roundup 
 
 

One of the largest and most affecting debates facing our American life 
today is the controversy of “fake news” reporting. It has been a polariz-
ing topic that has given doubt to many Americans as to whom they can 

trust to receive honest journalism. It is a great boon to the intellectual state of America that in the age of 
television, movies, video games and social media that we are still vastly interested in current affairs.  

Mass American usage of social media websites such as Facebook and Twitter have both noble and     
disappointing aspects: noble, in that while there are virtually thousands of fleeting activities and games 
that could consume all of one’s time on these websites, we choose to spread news and information. The 
disappointing aspect is that much of this “news” has no merit or basis in truth. The internet, being a free 
enterprise, allows anyone with an internet connection to create a website and create provocative “news 
articles” that have no sources or merit to their validity. These articles, under the guise of appearing to be 
valid headlines, are spread on a massive scale among our family, friends and neighbors, leading to mass 
conjecture and misinformation. 

According to studies by the Pew Research Center, approximately 39% of U.S. adults are very confident 
that they can recognize a fabricated news story online, while another 45% are somewhat confident.    
However, 23% of U.S. adults reported that they have shared a fake news story on a social media website 
whether inadvertently or otherwise. 

The proliferation of false reporting is no new phenomenon. It has been the incitement of many key       
historical tragedies, such as in 1898 when William Randolph Hearst and Joseph Pulitzer’s New York 
newspapers falsely maintained that the U.S.S. Maine was sunk in Havana harbor by Spanish saboteurs, 
spurring America into the Spanish-American war. 

The Sidney-Richland County Library is proposing an answer with their online network of databases.     
Patrons with internet access can use research tools such as biographies and academic texts and essays, 
legal forms, local histories, newspapers and even auto repair guides.   

“People need a reliable source of information,” says Kelly Reisig, Director of the  Richland County Public 
Library. “This database can provide that for them.” 

Funded primarily by local taxes and provided by informed academics, the online database is a valuable 
necessity to both student researchers and the average Montanan who wishes to stay informed. Although 
it seems that public libraries are transitioning from bound books into the age of technology, the online  
database would be greatly diminished without the aid of local librarians to assist in research. “The most 
important part of the library walks out the door every night,” says Reisig.  

Even with a reliable source of news and information, such a massive wealth of knowledge may seem    
intimidating or difficult to navigate by anyone without an education in the art of researching, or anyone 
who is not well-versed in using a computer or the internet. Research librarians are trained to help teach 
patrons “information literacy”, a phrase coined in 1974 that means the ability to be able to “identify,      
organize and cite information.”         

Continued on page 16... 

                       

http://www.roundupweb.com/search/Richland_County
http://www.roundupweb.com/search/Richland_County
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Sidney-Richland County Public Library 
Fights Fake News  

Phenomenon with Online Databases 
By Joshua Smallwood, The Roundup 

Continued form page 15... 

 
Despite the doubts we may have about the accuracy of our news, the 

wheels of progress are nevertheless turning, and great reforms in journalistic integrity are being formu-
lated in boardrooms and lecture halls, not by the corporate-owned publications that since their invention 
have merely been interested in churning out attention-grabbing headlines intent on making a profit. 
These reforms are being made by librarians and academics who refuse to bow to the pursuit of wealth 
and who, unlike billionaire media moguls, read stories to us as children, or set out in a bookmobile to de-
liver information to rural and isolated families.  

Ever since the first Sidney librarian checked out books to the public from the basement of 
the Yellowstone Mercantile Building in 1914, Richland County has been provided with hardworking li-
brarians who care deeply for providing the public with knowledge and plan to continue doing so for many 
years to come. 

The list of databases can be found at http://www.richland.org/spl. Click on “online research and tools” 

Sanders County Has  
New 911 Texting Service 

By Don Fisher, kpax.com 

 
Sanders County residents will now have the option to text 911 in case of an 
emergency. 
 
The "Text-to-911" short messaging service allows Verizon, AT&T and               
T-Mobile customers with texting plans to send a message to 911 dispatch. 
 

Lieutenant Shawna Chenoweth with the Sanders County Sheriff's Office says this new option is not meant to 
replace calling 911, but is instead an extension of the existing service. 
 
She says you should still call 911 if able for faster response, but adds in certain situations like a home inva-
sion, or for use with hearing impaired individuals, texting 911 could be very beneficial. 
 
"It just allows us the ability to reach people that are in outlying areas or up in the woods, and you don't have 
the ability to call 911 and you have the ability to text you can text into 911," Chenoweth said.  
 
The new service is now in the final stages of testing, and will officially launch for public use on May 1.   

http://www.roundupweb.com/search/Sidney
http://www.roundupweb.com/search/Yellowstone
http://www.roundupweb.com/search/Richland_County
http://www.richland.org/spl
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May 17, 12:00 PM - 1:15 PM  MDT 
 

Stepping Up Network Call:  
Establishing Baseline Data for  

Mental Illness in Jails 
 

Join the Stepping Up partners for the third Stepping Up 
Network Technical Assistance Call. On this call, counties 
will engage in a facilitated discussion on the third      
question of the “Six Questions” document: Do We Have 
Baseline Data? Counties are encouraged to sign on and 
join the conversation with national experts and county 
practitioners! Please be sure to participate in or review 
the May 11 “Establishing Baseline Data for Mental Illness 
in Jails” webinar prior to joining the call.  

 

May 11, 12:00 AM - 1:15 PM  MDT 
 

Stepping Up:  
Establishing Baseline Data for  

Mental Illness in Jails 
 

Join the Stepping Up partners for the third webinar in the 
Six Questions series, which will feature key strategies for 
establishing baseline data on the number of people with 
mental illnesses in county jails. To reduce the number of 
people with mental illnesses in jails, counties need to 
have a clear and accurate understanding of the preva-
lence of mental illnesses and other behavioral health dis-
orders within their jail populations. Baseline data highlight 
where some of the best opportunities exist to reduce the 
number of people with mental illnesses in the jail and pro-
vide benchmarks against which progress can be meas-
ured. On this webinar, a national expert will provide an 
overview of the four data measures for people with men-
tal illnesses in jails from the Six Questions report: admis-
sions, average length of stay, community connections 
and recidivism. Then, county officials will share how they 
are calculating baseline data across these four measures 
and how they are using this information to inform their 
Stepping Up efforts.  

http://www.naco.org/aspire
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AT&T Wins Public Safety Contract 

By Jacob Terrell, NACo Associate Legislative Director - Telecommunications & Technology 
 

Buildout coming for public safety network 
 

The Department of Commerce and the First Responder Network Authority (FirstNet) signed an agreement 

with AT&T to build and maintain a first-of-its-kind nationwide wireless network for police, firefighters and   

emergency medical workers. 

The selection of AT&T to build the new network is a major step forward following a prolonged procurement 

process that was delayed due to a legal challenge by one of the companies bidding to build the network,  

Rivada Mercury. 

During a March 30 event hosted by the Department of Commerce to highlight the new partnership, Commerce 

Secretary Wilbur Ross offered remarks stressing the day’s importance. 

“FirstNet is a critical infrastructure project that will give our first responders the communications tools they 

need to keep America safe and secure," Ross said. "This public-private partnership will also spur innovation 

and create over 10,000 new jobs in this cutting-edge sector." 

The broad terms of the agreement between AT&T and FirstNet include a 25-year partnership where FirstNet 

will provide 20 MHz of high-value, telecommunications spectrum. 

The government will pay $6.5 billion to AT&T over the next five years to support the network buildout and   

allow AT&T to use the Band14 spectrum to serve public safety on a primary basis and non-public entities on a 

secondary basis. 

AT&T has agreed to spend about $40 billion over the life of the contract to build, deploy, operate and maintain 

the network, with a focus on ensuring robust coverage for public safety. 

Additionally, AT&T will connect FirstNet users (including county governments) to the company’s telecommuni-

cations network assets which are currently valued at more than $180 billion. 

NACo has been a strong supporter of FirstNet’s efforts to build the new telecommunications network for first 

responders, and actively works with FirstNet through its Public Safety Advisory Committee (PSAC) where  

NACo Justice and Public Safety Steering Committee member Sheriff Len Humphries serves. 
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Board of Directors 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

President 
Todd Devlin, Prairie County 
1st Vice President 
Bill Barron, Lake County 
2nd Vice President 
Jim Hart, Madison County 
Fiscal Officer 
Mike McGinley, Beaverhead County 
Urban Representative 
Andy Hunthausen, Lewis & Clark County 
Immediate Past President 
Maureen Davey, Stillwater County 

PAST PRESIDENTS 

Joe Briggs, Cascade County 
Greg Chilcott, Ravalli County 
John Ostlund, Yellowstone County 
Carl Seilstad, Fergus County 
Mike McGinley , Beaverhead County 
Carol Brooker, Sanders County 
Bob Mullen, Jefferson County 

DISTRICT CHAIRS 

1. Gary Macdonald, Roosevelt County
2. Shane Gorder, Richland County
3    Bob Lee, Rosebud County 
4. Larry Hendrickson, Liberty County
5. Ron Ostberg, Teton County
6. Richard Moe, Wheatland County
7. Susie Mosness, Sweet Grass County
8. Susan Good Geise, Lewis & Clark County
9. Steve White, Gallatin County            
10. Tony Cox, Sanders County
11. Jeff Burrows, Ravalli County
12. Tom Rice, Beaverhead County

ELECTED OFFICIALS ASSOCIATION REPS 

County Attorneys - Leo Gallagher,  
Lewis & Clark County 
Clerk & Recorders  - Regina Plettenberg, 
Ravalli County  
Clerks of Court - Valerie Hornsveld,  
Broadwater County; Elizabeth T. Ball,  
Rosebud County 
Magistrates - Linda Cantin, Park County 
School Superintendents - Susan Beley,  
Wheatland County  
Sheriffs & Peace Officers - Brian Gootkin,  
Gallatin County 
Treasurers - Jamie Bailey, Cascade County 

MACo STAFF 
Harold Blattie, Executive Director 

Sheryl Wood, Associate Director 

Eric Bryson, Assistant Director 

Kathy Johnson, Finance Director 

Sara McGowan, Accounting Technician 

Karen Houston, Meeting Planner 

Shantil Siaperas, Legislative Analyst &  

Communications Specialist 

Sharon Wilson, Administrative Assistant 

Jerry Spears, Trust Operations Director 

Shannon Shanholtzer, PCT/WCT Administrator 

Jonathon Siaperas, PCT/WCT Member Services 

Representative 

Jim Muskovich, Loss Control Administrator 

Emelia McEwen, Senior Loss Control Specialist 

Bonnie Knopf, Claims Data Specialist 

Brian Hopkins, General Counsel 

Carol Knight, Legal Assistant 

Gregory Bonilla, Managing Defense Counsel 

Maureen Lennon, Defense Counsel 

Mitch Young, Defense Counsel 

DeeAnn Cooney, Defense Counsel 

Kimberly Potter, Legal Assistant 

Jodi Bell, Defense Services Office Coordinator 

David Payne, PCT/WCT Claims Administrator 

Wendy Sesselman, WCT Claims  Supervisor 

Christine Holling, WCT Senior Claims Adjuster 

Carol Gleed, WCT Claims Adjuster 

Debbie Bjerke, PCT Claims Adjuster 

Karyn Shirilla, Medical Claims Analyst 

Alyce Bailey, HCT Administrator 

Laurie Goltry, HCT Program Coordinator 

Pam Walling, HCT Marketing Coordinator 

Shelley Murphy, HCT Marketing Coordinator 

Taylaur  Nordhagen, HCT Wellness Coordinator 

Deanna Carpenter, HCT Admin./Enrollment Asst. 

Tom Beneventi, Facilities Director  

ASSOCIATE 
MEMBERS 

Diamond 
Member 

Arthur Gallagher 
Risk Management 

Services 

MT Dept. of 
Commerce 

Silver Members 
Nationwide 
Retirement 
Solutions 

NorthWestern 
Energy 

Bronze Members 
AT & T 

Morrison-Maierle  
Ameresco, Inc. 
WGM Group 

Dorsey & Whitney 
McKinstry 
Simplifile 
Territorial 

Landworks, Inc.  

Copper Member 
 MDU Resources 
MT Newspaper 

Association 

AFFILIATE 
MEMBER 
Montana 

Association of 

County Road 

Supervisors 

(MACRS) 

Thank you to our 

Members! 

For information on 

how to become an 

Associate Member, 

visit our website at 

www.mtcounties.org 

 or call  

406-449-4360 

June 2017  
District Meetings Schedule: 
Monday, June 5: Districts 8, 9 & 12 - Philipsburg 
Tuesday, June 6: Districts 6 & 7 - Red Lodge 
Wednesday, June 7: Districts 1, 2 & 3 - Wolf Point 
Thursday, June 8: Districts 4 & 5 - Shelby 
Friday, June 9: Districts 10 & 11 - Hamilton 

21st MACo Board of Directors MACo/HCT/PCT/WCT 
Budget Adoption Meeting - MACo Conference Room

Association Events 

June 13 - 16 MSPOA - Radisson Colonial Hotel, 
Helena 

August  7 - 11 Clerk & Recorders Convention - 
Fairmont Hot Springs Resort, Anaconda 

Sept. 12 - 15 Treasurer’s Convention -  Holiday Inn, 
Bozeman 

http://www.mtcounites.org
http://www.mtcounties.org
mailto:maco@mtcounties.org



