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THANK YOU TO ALL

After graduating I went to work for Swank Enterprises eventually starting a thirty
plus year career in law enforcement. As Glacier County Undersheriff I was
honored in 1991 to be selected to attend the FBI National Academy in Quantico,
Virginia. In 1998 I was elected to the first of two terms as the Lake County Sheriff. As Sheriff I assembled a team of over sixty officers from six different
agencies. Leading this team, we successfully rescued a young woman
kidnapped in Kearnie, Nebraska and capturing her abductor ending a nationwide
man hunt. As a result of this my Undersheriff Mike Sargent and I were honored
in Washington, DC, with The National Law Enforcement of the Year 2001
Awards. This was a rewarding career that helped prepare me for my move into
the Commissioner seat.
I was elected to my first term as Lake County Commissioner in 2008 and am
now serving my second of what I hope to be three terms. In nine years I’ve
worked with 5 Commissioners, 3 County Attorneys, 2 Clerk and Recorders, 2
Treasurers, 3 Sheriffs, 6 judges and 3 Superintendent of Schools. In this same
time frame I’ve worked with at least 20 Tribal Council Members. Lake County is
very diverse and has seen quite a bit of change in a short time period.
Lake County has unique challenges. It is the only “Open Reservation” and also
operates under a Public Law 280 law enforcement agreement.
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Congratulations to Bill Barron
Continued from front page…

We only collect approximately 50% of the property tax we should and still provide services to 100% of the
county, as if we were a normal non-reservation County.
When I decided to run for 2nd Vice-President, and asked for your support, this was not a decision I made
lightly. I felt it was important to be able to work through the chairs without worrying about an election and I
wanted to feel like I could do the office justice.

Every county commissioner, elected official, MACo staff member, and the trusts are part of a unique team,
“Our Team”. Our team gives counties a voice in state government and through NACo, the federal
government. These are voices very few counties would have individually. There is not another layer of
government that gives its citizens the “Bang for the Buck” the counties do, and this team, “Our Team”, is
what pulls it all together.
I have always known relationships are important on every level a county works, from citizens, to employees,
to legislatures, and the list goes on. This legislative session made me realize how crucial it can be and the
importance of building these relationships for MACo to continue as effectively as we have. We got beat up a
little, but survived with some legislation passing “Only” because MACo supported it!
I want to applaud Past President Maureen Davey for her push to give each elected county office a seat on
our Board of Directors. I initially resisted this, but now understand her wisdom and how important this is to
the team concept, especially between Sheriffs and Commissioners!
The Sheriffs and Commissioners are often at odds with each other. Sheriffs take their responsibility for the
safety of their citizens very seriously and often feel commissioners are trying to micro-manage their office.
Commissioners look at what’s usually the largest budget and wonder if dollars are being spent wisely.
Neither fully understands the function of the other. I have been on both sides of this fence and am in a
unique position to help strengthen a needed bond between these offices.
I feel finding a way to open communication and build relationships with all elected officials, especially Sheriffs and Legislatures, is extremely important to our continued effectiveness.
Well, I’m not usually this long-winded, but I have been working with Todd for a couple years now! My cell is
249-2430 and email is bbarron@lakemt.gov.

I want to thank you all for your trust and support! I especially want to thank my fellow commissioners, Gale
Decker and Dave Stipe, for their strong support of this undertaking.
Bill Barron,
MACo President
Lake County Commissioner
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MACo’s 2017 - 2018 Executive Committee

From left to right: 2nd Vice President Shane Gorder and Richland County Commissioner, Immediate Past President
Todd Devlin and Prairie County Commissioner, Urban Representative Andy Hunthausen and Lewis & Clark County
Commissioner, President Bill Barron and Lake County Commissioner, 1st Vice President Jim Hart and Madison County
Commissioner , and Mike McGinley Fiscal Officer and Beaverhead County Commissioner.

Congratulations to:
Shane Gorder,
Richland County Commissioner
for being elected MACo’s
2nd Vice President
MACo News • Volume 46, Number 10 • October 2017
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MACo’s Executive Director,
Harold Blattie,
Announces his upcoming retirement
After 23 total years of service to Counties in
Montana, including President of the Montana
Association of Counties while serving as a
Commissioner in Stillwater County, Harold Blattie
announced his upcoming retirement at the MACo
Annual Conference in Gallatin County. For 16
years Harold has been the go-to guy for anyone
interested in learning about legislative history,
funding, operations, statutory framework, or any
other curiosity related to county government. While
he has made his intentions known for some time,
the announcement of his departure date (April 30,
2018) makes it official that his guidance and wisdom
will be reserved for his friends and family in the
future. Lucky for us, he has lots of friends and
family!

Mia Fontaine’s letter to
Todd Devlin and MACo
Hi Todd,
Thank you so much for inviting me to speak at the annual MACo conference
- what a powerful and energizing experience!
To be frank, I was equal parts nervous and excited to speak because sexual
abuse within the family is a less typical issue for an organization like MACo
to address, and the level of enthusiasm and support that my talk was met
with just blew me away. So many people came up to me afterward to share
their personal stories around the issue, and the desire to do something about
it was palpable. It drove home my feeling that Montana could spearhead the
nation in meaningfully addressing this epidemic, and I truly hope to work with
you and other commissioners in doing just that.
You're lucky to work with such a fantastic group of people, and it's easy to see why folks stay involved with
MACO for decades at a time. Again, thank you so much for the opportunity, and I hope it won't be too long
before I'm back in Big Sky country!
Warm Regards,
Mia
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MACo Committee
Appointments
MACo President Bill Barron will soon
be making MACo Committee
appointments for the upcoming year
Committees are essential to our Association’s
operation, as they represent the interests of the
members and serve to guide the operations of the
Association. MACo has 11 Committees that meet
a minimum of twice a year, at the Annual and
Midwinter conferences.
Annually, the MACo President appoints committee
members based on interest of the membership. President Barron, along with the assistance of
the MACo Executive Committee and others, will be
working to complete the appointments to MACo
Committees. These appointments will be based on
requests from the membership as indicated on the
biography form.
If you were not at the Annual Conference and/or
have not submitted a biography form, please do
so as soon as possible. We need all bio forms
by October 20th.Your help is needed to serve
on these committees to help provide the
Association guidance on issues of interest to
the membership.
You may either fax the form to (406) 442-5238,
email it to Carol at maco@mtcounties.org, or mail it
to us at:
2715 Skyway Drive, Suite A, Helena, MT 59602
To print out the Bio form
please click the link below:
http://www.mtcounties.org/maco-information/macocommittees/getting-involved-maco-committees

We hope you will consider this
opportunity to serve the Association
and the membership and
volunteer to help.
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Caught on Camera at the 108th MACo Annual Conference
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MACo thanks its Associate Members, Sponsors & Exhibitors
for making our 108th Annual Conference a huge success!
ASSOCIATE MEMBERS

EXHIBITORS

Diamond Level
Montana Department of Commerce, Helena
Arthur J. Gallagher Risk Management Services, Inc.,
Orlando, FL
Silver Level
NorthWestern Energy, Helena
Nationwide Retirement Solutions, Boise, ID
Bronze Level
Morrison-Maierle, Inc., Helena
Dorsey & Whitney, LLP, Missoula
Ameresco, Inc., Helena
Charter Communications, Helena
WGM Group, Missoula
AT & T Services, Inc., Taylorsville, UT
Territorial LandWorks, Inc., Missoula
Montana State Parks, Helena
Multi-Bank Securities, Inc., Southfield, MI
Simplifile, Provo, UT
Copper Level
MDU Resources, Billings
Montana Newspaper Association, Helena

MT Assoc. of Counties Health Care Trust, Helena
MT Assoc. of Counties PCT Insurance Trust, Helena
MT Assoc. of Counties WCT Insurance Trust, Helena
National Association of Counties (NACo), WA., D.C.
National Association of Counties—FSC (NACo), WA., D.C.
Nationwide Retirement Solutions, Helena
Montana Correctional Enterprises, Helena
Robert Peccia & Associates, Helena
Great West Engineering, Helena
Black Mountain Software, Polson
Water & Environmental Technologies, Butte
Morrison-Maierle, Inc., Helena
DIS Technologies, Billings
Joint Powers Trust, Lewistown
RDO Equipment Company, Billings
Tractor & Equipment Company, Billings
Montana Department of Commerce, Helena
Tri-State Truck & Equipment, Inc., Billings
Election Systems & Software, Omaha, NE
Tyler Technologies, Inc., Billings
Big Sky Gas, Helena
Montana DNRC - Floodplain Management, Helena
Interstate Engineering, Billings
Stahly Engineering & Associates, Helena
Allegiance Benefit Plan Management, Inc., Missoula
Morrison-Maierle Systems, Billings
First Call Computer Solutions, Missoula
NorthWestern Energy, Helena
Montana State Library, Helena
Territorial LandWorks, Inc., Missoula
WGM Group, Missoula
Montana DEQ, Helena
Capital I Industries, Inc., Tisdale, SK, Canada
A & E Architects, Billings
Peaks to Plains Design PC, Billings
Forterra, Helena
Montana Department of Revenue, Helena
KLJ, Billings
Montana Interactive, Helena
Correctional Risk Services, Brentwood, TN
CTA, Inc., Bozeman
Montana & Idaho Community Development Corp., Bozeman
MT. Assoc. of Registered Land Surveyors, Columbia Falls
Montana LTAP, Bozeman
Montana Wilderness Association, Helena
SLC Health, Broomfield, CO
Ponderosa Advisors, LLC/Water Sage, Denver, CO
National Assoc. of County Veteran Service Officers
WWC Engineering, Helena

EVENT SPONSORS
Brentwood Services, Inc., Brentwood, TN
Allegiance Benefit Plan Management, Inc., Missoula
Black Mountain Software, Polson
Big Sky Chamber of Commerce, Big Sky
Nationwide Retirement Solutions, Boise, ID
C&H Engineering & Surveying, Bozeman
Robert Peccia & Associates, Helena
Stahly Engineering & Associates, Helena
Correctional Risk Services, Brentwood, TN
Great West Engineering, Helena
MACo Health Care Trust, Helena
Morrison-Maierle, Inc., Helena
QCI Asset Management, Inc., Pittsford, NY
RDO Equipment Company, Billings
Montana Joint Council of Extension Professionals
Tractor & Equipment Company, Billings
WWC Engineering, Helena
Elections Systems & Software, Omaha, NE
TransCanada, Calgary, AB, Canada
CTA, Inc., Bozeman
Gallatin College-MSU, Bozeman
HD Supply Waterworks, Bozeman
Pepsi-Cola Bottling Company, Bozeman
First Interstate Bank, Bozeman
Montana State University, Bozeman
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Are You Covered?
Look what you could be saving on your inmate medical claims
For more information please contact
Sheryl Wood, MACo Associate Director at: swood@mtcounties.org
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Commissioner
Profile
Jim McCormick
Lewis & Clark
County
Spouse’s name and time
together: Shelley (Reynolds) McCormick. We were
married in Great Falls on June 28, 1980
Children’s names and ages: Erin, age 35 and
Scott, age 33
Occupation and years at current occupation:
Lewis & Clark County Commissioner since January
2017

Most adventurous thing you’ve ever done:
Spent time in Northern Thailand new the Burma
border that included spelunking and riding
elephants. A close second was a harrowing ride with
a hired driver from Siem Reap to Phnom Penh,
Cambodia.
Favorite TV show: “Big Bang Theory”
A turning point in your life: In the 1970’s I made a
decision to get my act together and leave the broadcasting business. There are a whole lot of back
stories to that one. Stay tuned. Film at 11:00.
A book you've read twice (or more): “Benjamin
Franklin: An American Life” by, Walter Isaacson,
2003. Really it was 1 1/2 times. I made it half way
through, put it down and then started over from the
beginning.
The job you wanted at age 18: Oceanographer

Profession before current occupation:
Thirty-two plus years in the insurance and securities
business. Nineteen of which were with Montana
State Fund, where I was the Sales and Market
Development Director.

Favorite movie: “A Christmas Story” - Ralphie
Parker’s house could have been in the northside
Shelby neighborhood where we lived until I was 10.
Didn’t get a Red Ryder BB gun, but my Uncle
George had one that he let me shoot.

Education: BS Business, Montana State University
Biggest challenge you’ve ever faced: Rebuilding
my career and home (literally) after the company
with which I was employed went through a reduction
in force and was eventually sold.
Two people, alive or not, you would like to have
dinner with: Alexander Hamilton, one of the founding fathers, co-author of the Federalist Papers and
confidant of George Washington, to have a conversation about his and Thomas Jefferson’s opposing
views of the role of the federal government.
Surprising fact about you: I am a pretty plain
vanilla guy, but if there is something worth
mentioning, it may be my maternal French Canadian
roots that date back to the 1677 marriage of Martin
Prevost and Marie Olivier Sylvestre (né Manitouabeouich, a Huron woman). I am a descendant of their
son, Jean Baptiste. Etienne Provost is a descendant
of their son Louis. Provo, Utah is named for him.
Martin’s stepson was Louis Jolliet, explorer.
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Person(s) who had the biggest influence on you/
your life, and why: Kelly Addy. Kelly was like an
older brother to me. My older brother is nine years
my senior and was gone from home a year before
we moved into a house across the street from the
Addy’s. Kelly and I played catch in the vacant lot
between our houses. He taught me how to play golf
and gave me his Shelby Times paper route when I
was twelve. Kelly was a youth leader who inspired
me to join the high school Key Club and become its
president. It was by his example that I was encouraged to work toward an appointment to Boy’s State.
Kelly helped set the stage for me to appreciate my
successes and to learn from my failures. And like
they say; the rest is history. Thanks Kelly.
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New Resources Available to Businesses and Communities
Impacted by Wildfires

There’s no doubt this summer’s wildfires have been hard on some of our charming small towns. However,
Montanans are tough and we support each other in a pinch.
That’s why the State of Montana has launched BusinessRecovery.mt.gov connecting Main Street businesses
impacted by wildfires with resources to help them bounce back and get Montana's communities moving
again.
If your business or a business in your area has fallen on hard times because of fire activity or smoke, we
encourage you to use and share this resource.
Developed at the direction of Governor Steve Bullock through a partnership of the Department of Commerce,
Department of Labor & Industry, and Disaster and Emergency Services, the one-stop portal consolidates
information about programs across all departments of state government as well as partner resources.
Some of the programs featured on the website provide financial assistance such as grants and loans, while
others provide technical assistance such as business counseling.
Users who would like assistance working through the various options may call 1-406-841-2770 for live
assistance during regular business hours. Staff are available to help individuals identify which programs may
be the most applicable to them based on their specific circumstances.

Together, we are Montana strong.
10
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2017

Directory of Montana County Officials

Now Only $7.50
You can order your directory by going to our website:
www.mtcounties.org
MACo News • Volume 46, Number 10 • October 2017
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Lloyd Earl Wolery
1931 - 2017
Hill County Commissioner
Lloyd Earl Wolery, youngest son of homesteaders Guy and Blanche (Wilson) Wolery, died
Sept. 20, 2017.
Lloyd was born Oct. 23, 1931, in Deer Park, Washington. The family moved back to the
north Joplin homestead in 1932. Lloyd's elementary school years were spent at Grassy
Butte and Minneota rural schools. He graduated from Joplin High School in 1949. As a
farm kid, Lloyd learned about machinery, weather, crops, critters, hard work, and just
getting by as did every other farm kid of his generation.
He took the jump into marriage in 1956 - he often joked that they spent the week of Oct. 23 to 26 in one big party two birthdays and an anniversary.
Lloyd took over the farm from his Dad in 1957 - putting in crops and running cattle. Always interested in new things,
he and brother, Wayne, went to AI school in Utah and began artificially inseminating cattle -a first for our area.
Lloyd served as unofficial veterinarian for the north country and he also had the first big round baler in our area.
Lloyd enjoyed working with horses and riding for fun.
Lloyd and his wife, Fern, raised four kids on the farm and several of the "hired men" were just like his own.
Lloyd served with Hill County EMS as first responder, teacher and CPR instructor, activity bus driver for JI schools,
Immanuel Church Council, Hill County Commission, Montana Simmental Board (sale chairman, board member,
president), Joplin Park Board and chief cook for the Pitchfork Fondue outfit. He was a member of New Beginnings
Lutheran Church in Rudyard and Immanuel Lutheran in North Joplin.
After their big move to town, he kept busy with the park, the snow shovel and the lawn mower. During those years,
Lloyd and Fern enjoyed many condo exchanges in many different states with friends and neighbors, Jerry and
Mary Lois Hybner.
A tussle with a chunk of concrete and its after-effects changed Lloyd's life completely. He spent the last several
years close to home but still enjoyed visits from family and friends. He loved his family, friends, and his Lord Jesus.

Roger Knapp
1943 - 2017
Treasure County Commissioner
Roger Rance Knapp, age 74 of Hysham, passed away on Friday, September 22, 2017 at the
RiverStone Health Hospice Home in Billings, MT. Born on April 23, 1943 to Edgar (Buster)
and Frances Knapp of Melstone, Montana, Roger attended all his school years in Melstone
and received his BA degree from Concordia College, Moorhead, MN. He taught his first year
in Kenmare, ND and, after his marriage to Judi Black of Grace City, ND in June of 1966, he
taught and coached in Belfry, Dodson, and Hysham schools. An historian both in and out of
the classroom, he pursued his political interests by serving in the state legislature and on the
county commission. Upon retiring from teaching in 1996 he continued farming and ranching
on the family farm south of Melstone and was actively farming at the time of his death. He
was a member of Trinity Lutheran Church and Hysham Lions Club, served on various state and local boards, and was a
loyal Green Bay Packers fan.
12
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MACo Conferences
2017 Elected Official Orientation
December 4-7 (Phase II)
MACo Conference Room, Helena

2018 Midwinter Conference
February 12-15
Red Lion Hotel & Convention Center, Billings

2018 Annual Conference
September 16-20
Holiday Inn Missoula Downtown, Missoula
MACo News • Volume 46, Number 10 • October 2017
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A IR A MBULANCES
You may have heard how costly air ambulance transports can be in emergency situations if a provider refuses to
contract with a health plan.
When an air ambulance provider agrees to contract with a health plan, they are considered In-Network. In-Network
providers will accept the contracted rates for services from the health plan as payment in full.
However, when an air ambulance provider will not contract with a health plan, they are considered Out-of-Network.
Rather than accepting the contracted rates for services, Out-of-Network air ambulance providers will often times
balance bill the patient for tens of thousands of dollars even after they have accepted a fair and reasonable payment
from the health plan. Scary, right? Well, it doesn’t have to be. MACoHCT has worked with Allegiance in an attempt to
prevent that from happening to our members.
 First, we’ve put in place a service to ensure In-Network air ambulance providers are utilized by our members
whenever possible. The phone number to access this service is right on your MACoHCT ID card so that any
medical facility you might be at is directed to contact that number so an In-Network air ambulance transport can be
arranged.
 Second, we’ve done education with medical facilities around the state on how to locate In-Network air ambulance
providers and how to utilize the service we’ve set up.
 Third, Allegiance has worked diligently on MACoHCT’s behalf over the past couple of years to contract with as
many air ambulance providers as possible. In fact, Life Flight Network based out of Butte, Bozeman and Missoula
recently became an In-Network provider.
Here is a current list of In-Network air ambulance providers in the state of Montana for your own reference:
Fixed Wing

Rotary Wing

NICU Transfers

Based out of:

Yes
Yes

Yes

Yes
Yes

Great Falls, MT
Billings, MT

Kalispell Regional Healthcare

Yes

Yes

Yes

Kalispell, MT

Life Flight Network

Yes

Yes

Yes

Butte, Bozeman & Missoula, MT

Montana Medical Transport

Yes

Helena, MT

NE Stat Air Ambulance

Yes

Glasgow, MT

St. Vincent’s Flight, Inc

Yes

Valley Med Flight, Inc

Yes

American Aerovac, Inc

Yes

AMR Air Ambulance

Yes

Allegiance In-Network Providers
Benefis Healthcare
Billings Clinic Hospital

Yes

Yes

Billings, MT
Sidney, MT & Williston, ND

Yes

Any place in US
Yes

Any place in US

But please don’t worry about remembering all of these providers. If you find yourself in an emergency situation where
you or your family member is in need of air ambulance transport, just remember to tell the medical facility to call the
number on your MACoHCT ID card and they will arrange for an In-Network air ambulance transport.

IT’S ALL ABOUT TRUST
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Emelia’s Safety Corner
How to Protect Yourself from Wildfire Smoke
Who is at greatest risk from wildfire smoke?

•

People who have heart or lung diseases, like heart disease, chest pain, lung disease, or asthma, are
at higher risk from wildfire smoke.

•

Older adults are more likely to be affected by smoke. This may be due to their increased risk of heart
and lung diseases.

•

Children are more likely to be affected by health threats from smoke. Children’s airways are still developing and they breathe more air per pound of body weight than adults. Also, children often spend
more time outdoors engaged in activity and play.

•

Take steps to decrease your risk from wildfire smoke by Checking local air quality reports. Listen and
watch for news or health warnings about smoke. Find out if your community provides reports about the
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s Air Quality Index (AQI) or check the report or http://svc.mt.gov/
deq/todaysair/. In addition, pay attention to public health messages about safety measures.

•

Consult local visibility guides. Some communities have monitors that measure the number of particles
in the air. In the western United States, some states and communities have guidelines to help people determine if there are elevated levels of particulates in the air by how far they can see.

•

Keep indoor air as clean as possible. If you are advised to stay indoors, keep windows and doors
closed. Run an air conditioner, but keep the fresh-air intake closed and the filter clean to prevent outdoor
smoke from getting inside. If you do not have an air conditioner and it is too warm to stay inside with the
windows closed, seek shelter in a designated evacuation center or away from the affected area.

•

Avoid activities that increase indoor pollution. Burning candles, fireplaces, or gas stoves can increase
indoor pollution. Vacuuming stirs up particles already inside your home, contributing to indoor pollution.
Smoking also puts even more pollution into the air.

•

Prevent wildfires from starting. Prepare, build, maintain, and extinguish campfires safely. Follow local
regulations if you burn trash or debris. Check with your local fire department to be sure the weather is
safe enough for burning.

•

Follow the advice of your doctor or other healthcare provider about medicines and about your respiratory management plan if you have asthma or another lung disease. Consider evacuating if you are having trouble breathing. Call your doctor for advice if your symptoms worsen.

•

Do not rely on dust masks for protection. Paper “comfort” or “dust” masks commonly found at hardware stores are designed to trap large particles, such as sawdust. These masks will not protect your
lungs from the small particles found in wildfire smoke.
Continued on page 17...
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Emelia’s Safety Corner
Continued from page 16...

If you cannot leave the smoky area or find other ways to reduce your exposure, certain types of face
masks can provide some protection. Respirator masks labeled N95 or N100 filter out fine particles but
not hazardous gases (such as carbon monoxide). These masks can be found at many hardware and
home repair stores and pharmacies. Face masks will not work for everyone.
Masks do not work on people with beards or small children because they do not seal well enough to provide
protection. Anyone with lung disease, heart disease, or who is chronically ill should consult a health care provider before using a mask. Wearing a mask makes it more difficult to breathe, which may worsen existing
medical conditions. See Wildfire Smoke and Face Masks Fact Sheet below.

•

Evacuate from the path of wildfires. Listen to the news to learn about current evacuation orders. Follow
the instructions of local officials about when and where to evacuate. Take only essential items with you.
Follow designated evacuation routes–others may be blocked–and plan for heavy traffic.

MACo News • Volume 46, Number 10 • October 2017
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October 19, 12:00 PM - 1:15 PM MDT
Stepping Up Network Call:
Tracking Progress on Reducing the Number
of People with Mental Illnesses in Jails

NACo Webinars
October 12, 12:00 PM - 1:15 PM MDT

Stepping Up: Tracking Progress on
Reducing the Number of People
with Mental Illnesses in Jails
Join the Stepping Up partners for the sixth webinar
in the “Six Questions” series, which will discuss how
to track progress on the four key measures
for reducing the number of people with mental
illnesses in jail (the number of people with mental
illnesses booked into jail, their length of stay in jail,
connections to treatment and recidivism). Tracking
progress helps to monitor completion of prioritized
activities and can help justify continued or additional
efforts and funding. On this webinar, a national
expert will provide an overview on how to track
progress, including how to develop a process for
reporting on progress and how to evaluate programming implementation and impact on an ongoing
basis. A county official will then share his or her
team’s process for tracking progress and how it has
helped the county’s efforts in the Stepping Up
initiative. The webinar will be followed up by the
Stepping Up Network Call for a deeper dive on the
same topic on October 19, 2017, at 2pm ET.

18

Join the Stepping Up partners for the sixth Stepping
Up Network Technical Assistance Call. On this call,
counties will engage in a facilitated discussion on the
sixth question of the “Six Questions” document: Do
We Track Progress? Counties are encouraged to
sign on and join the conversation with national
experts and county practitioners to learn about
strategies for tracking progress of programming
implementation and impact and the process for
reporting on this progress. Please be sure to
participate in or review the October 12 webinar on
“Tracking Progress on Reducing the Number of
People with Mental Illnesses in Jails” prior to joining
the call.

October 24, 11:00 AM - 12:00 PM MDT

Supreme Court Preview Webinar
It is rare for the Supreme Court to have such an
interesting docket before its new term begins. But it
is not rare that the interesting cases—including
partisan gerrymander, the travel ban, free speech
and free exercise of religion—affect states and local
governments. Join Todd Kim, District of Columbia
Solicitor General, who will argue one of two cases
involving the District this term, Ashley Johnson,
Gibson Dunn, who co-wrote a merits brief on behalf
of Governor Chris Christie in a sports gambling
case, and Kevin Daley, Supreme Court reporter for
the Daily Caller News Foundation, in a discussion of
the most important cases so far for states and local
governments to be decide in the Court’s 2017 term.
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Wildfires put lives, health, ecology,
property values at risk
By Charlie Ban, NACo Senior Writer & Web Editor

Wildfires pose question of long-term heart and lung health in
affected counties-A dry summer has led to a spate of Western wildfires that county officials worry will affect health conditions
and economic viability for years. And they have not been relegated to rural areas — the Columbia River
Gorge went up in flames, bringing smoke into the city of Portland, Ore.
The wildfire risk jumped exponentially after a snowy winter, ice storms and a wet spring fueled the growth of
underbrush and tall grass that subsequently withered as the weather turned dry over the summer. The Pacific
Northwest, known for its regular precipitation and mild climate, baked in 90-degree to 100-degree weather
exacerbating wildfire risk.
The Eagle Creek Fire in Oregon was sparked Sept. 2 when a teenager reportedly threw a smoke bomb into
the woods of Hood River County. Overnight, it grew to 3,000 acres into Multnomah County. By Sept. 12 it had
grown to more than 35,000 acres and engulfed one of Oregon’s ecological treasures and forced the evacuation of hundreds of residents in western Hood River County and eastern Multnomah County. On Sept. 4, embers had floated across the milewide Columbia River, and the fire jumped into Skamania County, Wash.
“We live in a wind tunnel that is packed with fuel,” said Skamania County Commissioner Bob Hamlin. “It was
a 95-degree day, with no humidity, the conditions were ripe for a wildfire.”
The Portland area had gone more than 90 days without a soaking rain, making a particularly dry environment
for a fire.
“It was a scary situation because east winds have a history of causing the strongest fires in our area,” Hamlin
said. “You think of a fire break as being nothing more than a fire cut through with a bulldozer. This jumped a
river almost a mile wide.”
Residents reported 16-inch embers falling from the sky. Interstate 84 has been closed, though the Columbia
River-side westbound lanes may reopen.
“This is a fire that will still be burning underground, in the root systems and stumps, until December. Big wildfires like this don’t go out until snow is on the ground.”
Montana Fires Break Records
Since July 15, western Montana has had a series of fires that have consolidated their smoke around the
Bitterroot Valley of Ravalli County. That’s starting to wear on residents who have had to move their outdoor
activities elsewhere, including youth sports, and residents with respiratory conditions have been encouraged
to leave. Fewer than 1,000 people have left their homes. Lightning strikes have lit fires in trees that have died
from pine bark beetle infestations.
“We’ve spent more time on unhealthy to hazardous air quality than any time I can remember,” said Commissioner Greg Chilcott. “These fires that used to be just ground fires are now crown fires. They’re very destructive and exponentially larger than they have been in the past.”
Continued on page 20...
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Throughout the 20th century, 295,000 acres of Ravalli County forests burned in wildfires. In the first 15 years
of the 21st century, 897,000 acres have burned.
“It’s an unenviable trend,” Chilcott said. “But I guess it means we’re running out of forest to burn.”
And it’s hell for local property values.

“People buy real estate in the Rocky Mountains because they want those beautiful mountain views,” Chilcott
said. “Now they’re just seeing a charred moonscape.”
The fires have meant the county’s volunteer fire departments have pitched in to help federal and state
firefighters. The sheriff’s office assists with evacuations, road closures and other needs and the roads
department is often tasked with cleaning up.
The Seattle area isn’t on fire, but it has been dealing with the smoke from fires in British Columbia in August,
and in September from other parts of Washington, plus Oregon and California. Like Portland, it has gone
most of the summer without significant rainfall.
Phil Swartzendruber, an air quality scientist with the Puget Sound Clean Air Agency, which covers King,
Kitsap, Pierce and Snohomish counties, said the fires have meant two distinct problems for residents.
“The effect people can most relate to are the more immediate tangible effects, burning eyes, coughing, irritation of the throat,” he said. “That’s not the big health concern. The big health concern is fine particulate matter
that penetrates deep into the lungs and increases risk of cardiovascular disease including heart attacks and
stroke. It can affect lung development in children, and exacerbate risk of asthma for other folks.”
He compared a five-days stretch of fine particulate matter levels well above the acceptable standard throughout the region as comparable to what you would see very localized in the winter from wood burning stoves.
“There are lot of variabilities as to where the fires are and how the smoke is moving up here, so it’s hard to
tell exactly what we’re dealing with and what to expect (in regards to fine particulate matter),” Swartzendruber
said.
At one point, white ash fell overnight, covering the area like a thick layer of spring pollen.
“That kind of stuff, you won’t breathe it in — it will be caught in your nose and throat,” he said. “We’re just
really just hoping for rain.”
Outside of Yosemite National Park, Mariposa County, Calif., has had to evacuate its county seat of Mariposa
for the first time in history after a fire split.
Supervisor Kevin Cann, who serves as the Western Interstate Region’s second vice president, said most of
the nearby fires have been caused by carelessness.
“People parking in tall grass, forgetting how hot a catalytic converter gets,” he said. “Usually that grass is 6
inches tall. Thanks to the snow we had, it’s 3 feet, but now it’s dead and brown.”
Continued on page 21...
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Also, people shooting steel-coated bullets, which spark, on Bureau of Land Management land have lit a few
fires.
On top of county efforts by the sheriff’s office and public works department — which means delaying planned
projects — the human services department is providing assistance to more than 500 residents who lost
property in the fires.

“The entire sheriff’s office is diverted to secure the houses when you have 5,000 people evacuated,” he said.
“It’s a tremendous responsibility.”
Cann worries that the increasing frequency of wildfires will make it hard for homeowners to insure their properties, which will exacerbate the housing shortage in his county.
“These fires are not so much an inconvenience for park visitors as they are for the service economy workers
who live here,” he said. “When neighborhoods full of three-bedroom houses are evacuated, those people
have to live somewhere in the meantime, because they still have to work.”
Behind nearly every story of how a county deals with wildfires is the root cause many officials point to —
dense growth in federal and some state forests, which have left residents and local governments at the mercy
of nature.

Hamlin sees the Eagle Creek Fire’s silver lining in the smoke’s impact on the nearby cities.
“It sent a lot of smoke into Portland-Vancouver area,” he said. “I think it made a lot of people, who are
complacent about the issue of wildfires, wake up to the fact that these are out there, they’re real and they’re
going to affect us.”
Chilcott sees, in his dense nearby forests, the same buffet that attracted pine bark beetles which killed the
trees that eventually become fuel for fires. “Our forests are basically in an unhealthy state,” he said.
While NACo and WIR prioritize active forest management practices, Chilcott acknowledges that it’s a
complicated topic.
“I think our federal agencies would be happy to actively manage forests, but there are a lot of regulatory barriers to projects getting off the ground,” he said, specifically the Endangered Species Act and the National Environmental Policy Act. “Active management is almost an impossibility until they reform those acts.”
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Munich Re Embraces Driverless Future with Mobileye Fleet Product
•

Auto insurers, faced with rising accident rates and the emergence of autonomous vehicles that could
make them obsolete by removing human error, have reason to love and hate driverless technology.
Munich Re, the world’s biggest reinsurer, has decided to embrace it.

•

The company — which helps primary insurers shoulder risks in return for a share of the premiums — will
sell Mobileye’s driver-assistance tech as an aftermarket add-on to commercial fleets starting this month.
It’s targeting a market of about 500,000 vehicles, from garbage trucks to ride-share cars, with a bid to curb
collisions and collect valuable data in preparation for the rise of self-driving autos.

“What we’re looking to do here is work with our clients to help them understand the key loss drivers within
their auto portfolio, and help identify which types of losses are preventable and not preventable,” said Mike
Scrudato, Munich Re’s U.S. strategic innovation leader. “If there are less crashes and ultimately insurance
premiums go down, it’s up to the insurance industry to evolve and find opportunities in that.”

Auto insurers are starting to grapple with the advent of autonomous vehicles that could cost them as much as
$25 billion in lost premiums in the U.S. by 2035, according to an analysis released in May by Accenture Plc
and Stevens Institute of Technology. At the same time, U.S. auto insurers and their investors have been
burned for years by worse-than-expected claims costs, forcing them to raise rates as higher speed limits,
congested roads and distracted driving trigger increases in both the frequency and severity of accidents.
Curbing Collisions
As many as 40,000 people were killed on roads in the U.S. last year, capping the largest two-year percentage
increase in roadway deaths in 53 years, according to the National Safety Council.
As part of their partnership, which includes a pilot test program earlier this year, Munich Re will subsidize
some of the cost of Mobileye’s aftermarket chip and camera sets, which alert drivers to pedestrians and
unintended lane departures, for insurance customers and commercial fleets. The systems retail for about
$850 apiece, according to Moran David, director of business development for Intel Corp.’s Mobileye in New
York.
Continued on page 23...
We are a leader in providing Risk Management solutions to Public Entity and Scholastic organizations.
We provide:
•
•

First Dollar or Deductible Programs
Pools, Captives, or Risk Retention Groups

Large or small, we’ll be your partner in providing Risk Management services for your Public
Entity.
Please contact Richard Terlecki (407) 563-3512 or Shannon Francois at (407) 563-3520 for more information.
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Once enough units have been sold, the two
companies will present fleet data on accident
reduction to state insurance regulators, who must
sign off for Munich Re to bundle the tech into a
newly designed insurance product it’s hoping to
launch.
The deal with Munich Re is Mobileye’s first with an
insurer in the U.S., David said. Mobileye has started
similar pilots with other insurance companies, he
said.
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Forecasting the future:
What hunter expenditures bring to Madison County
By Caitlin Avey, The Madisonian

Hunting season in Montana, and particularly in Southwest Montana, is unlike anything else. With one of the
longest hunting seasons in the west, healthy wildlife populations and access to millions of acres of public
land, it is not just wildlife migrating west.
But how many out-of-county and out-of-state hunters are migrating to our beloved Madison and Ruby Valleys,
and at what cost?
Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks accumulated $324 million in statewide hunter expenditures in 2016. This
data is compiled from money spent on transportation, food, beverages, lodging and equipment purchased,
not including hunting license or durable goods. According to this formula, Madison County took in just over
$23 million in hunter expenditures in 2016.
So why is it people flock to our valleys?
Influx to the Ruby
Montana FWP wildlife biologist Dean Waltee is stationed in the Ruby Valley and said hunter numbers in the
Gravelly and Tobacco Root areas are trending up.
“In my opinion, this has been influenced by several factors,” he said. “One, increased general license
opportunity to harvest antlerless elk; two, hunting magazine and online publications indicating to hunters that
Southwest Montana is the place to be; and three, restrictive elk harvest opportunities across western
Montana.”
Waltee said the trend has not returned to peak participation observed from 1995-2004, but numbers in the
Ruby Valley are still rising. According to data collected by Waltee during hunter checks, 31 percent are
Madison County residents and 11 percent are out-of-state hunters. However, on the Ruby side, Waltee
reported the biggest percentages of hunters are Montana residents outside of Madison County at 58 percent.
“During the final weekend of 2016 general hunting season, I detected a 300 percent increase relative to
average of hunters coming from Gallatin County,” said Waltee. “I suspect this will become a trend as
Bozeman and Belgrade continue to grow.”

Waltee said this trend could also be in response to hunting districts around Gardiner moving to limited permit
elk hunting toward the end of the 2016 season.
“That change would have displaced about 1,000 elk hunters to other areas,” he said.
Madison County a hot spot?
Montana FWP put together an interactive map on their website titled “The Economics of Big Game Hunting in
Montana,” which shows hunting districts throughout the state and their relative elk, deer and antelope
expenditures. Within each specific species category, Madison County ranks on the high end.
“The overall map shows several counties across Southwest Montana, including Madison County, as equally
attractive,” said Waltee, adding Madison County is a “hot spot” for each individual species.
Continued on page 25...
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Concluding Madison County as a hot spot can hold various meanings, according to Waltee. An abundance of
wildlife is nothing short of a testament to the management of the land and its occupants.
“In the long term, hunters continuing to be attracted to the area suggests they are finding healthy wildlife
populations and access,” said Waltee. “This is a testament to maintaining healthy wildlife habits, which
reflects on public and private land managers and maintaining wildlife populations within their biological limits
through time – generally good conservation indicators.”
The short-term indicator of an active hunting area like Madison County could also mean a lack of other
options for hunters or rapid human growth flooding previously good hunting areas.
“It facilitates the question of “can wildlife populations sustain the number of hunters coming to an area?” said
Waltee.
This land is your land
While high hunter populations in one area can put a lot of added stress and strain on local landowners, city
governments, and public and private land managers, it is generally a positive for local businesses.
“High hunter numbers are great for, and generally supported by, small businesses,” said Waltee. “However,
local hunters generally oppose high, non-local hunting pressure and are forced with the decision to restrict
opportunity, which includes themselves or be able to hunt locally annually.”
Because of more out-of-county and out-of-state hunters Waltee said he sees hunters, camping in the field
rather than making day trips, which are seemingly impossible for those visiting from out of town.
“I also see heavy use of local lodging and dining options,” said Waltee.
Laurie Stiffler co-owns a restaurant, bar, and hotel in Alder and said their business relies heavily on hunter
traffic.
“It’s a huge impact,” she said of the dollars hunting season brings to her businesses. “It carries on the whole
tourist season that heavily – it books our motel, fills our restaurant and bar, just like the tourist season does.”

Stiffler said she hears no complaints about an excess of hunters in the area or complaints of locals
competing with out-of-towners.
“The only complaint is that there are too many people trying to block off access,” Stiffler said.
The Ennis community celebrates the beginning of general rifle season with their annual Hunters’ Feed
extravaganza before opening day. The event is a chance for area hunters to “clean out their freezers” before
their next haul, as well as give local businesses a chance to thrive on the excess of people in town.
Abi King with the Ennis Chamber of Commerce has yet to experience her first Hunters’ Feed in her capacity
with the Chamber, but on a personal level, feels the event helps the Ennis business community.
“My understanding is that (Hunters’ Feed) is a celebration of the hunting season,” she said. “I think hunting
season is a heavy interest around the area and brings a lot to the community.”
MACo News • Volume 46, Number 10 • October 2017
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Calendar of Events
Please go to www.mtcounties.org for
more detailed information

Association Events

Legislative Interim Meetings at the Capitol
November 2017

Nov. 14 - 16

MACo PCT/WCT Work Session Miles City

Dec. 4 - 7

Elected Official Orientation - Phase II
MACo Conference Room - Helena

8-9 Local Government
14
SAVA
15-16 Law & Justice
17
CFHHS

December 2017
4-5

Board of Directors

MACo STAFF

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Harold Blattie, Executive Director
Eric Bryson, Deputy Director
Sheryl Wood, Associate Director
Kathy Johnson, Finance Director
Sara McGowan, Accounting Technician II
Sharon Wilson, Accounting Technician I
Karen Houston, Meeting Planner
Shantil Siaperas, Legislative Analyst &
Communications Specialist
Jerry Spears, Trust Operations Director
Shannon Shanholtzer, PCT/WCT Administrator
Jonathon Siaperas, PCT/WCT Member Services
Representative
Jim Muskovich, Loss Control Administrator
Emelia McEwen, Senior Loss Control Specialist
Dave Fradette, Senior Public Safety Loss Control
Specialist
Bonnie Knopf, PCT/WCT Database Administrator
Brian Hopkins, General Counsel
McKenzie McCarthy, Associate General Counsel
Carol Knight, Legal/Executive Assistant
Gregory Bonilla, Managing Defense Counsel
Maureen Lennon, Defense Counsel
Mitch Young, Defense Counsel
DeeAnn Cooney, Defense Counsel
Kimberly Potter, Legal Assistant
David Payne, PCT/WCT Claims Administrator
Wendy Sesselman, WCT Claims Supervisor
Christine Holling, WCT Claims Adjuster II
Carol Gleed, WCT Claims Adjuster II
Dennis Jupka, PCT Senior Claims Adjuster
Debbie Messerli, PCT Claims Adjuster
Karyn Shirilla, Medical Claims Analyst
Alyce Bailey, HCT Administrator
Laurie Goltry, HCT Program Coordinator
Pam Walling, HCT Marketing Coordinator
Shelley Murphy, HCT Marketing Coordinator
Taylaur Nordhagen, HCT Wellness Coordinator
Deanna Carpenter, HCT Admin./Enrollment Asst.
Collin Plancich, Facilities Director

President
Bill Barron, Lake County
1st Vice President
Jim Hart, Madison County
2nd Vice President
Shane Gorder, Richland County
Fiscal Officer
Mike McGinley, Beaverhead County
Urban Representative
Andy Hunthausen, Lewis & Clark County
Immediate Past President
Todd Devlin, Prairie County
PAST PRESIDENTS
Maureen Davey, Stillwater County
Joe Briggs, Cascade County
Greg Chilcott, Ravalli County
John Ostlund, Yellowstone County
Carl Seilstad, Fergus County
Mike McGinley, Beaverhead County
Carol Brooker, Sanders County
Bob Mullen, Jefferson County
DISTRICT CHAIRS
1. Gary Macdonald, Roosevelt County
2. Janet Wolff, McCone County
3 Bob Lee, Rosebud County
4. Larry Hendrickson, Liberty County
5. Ron Ostberg, Teton County
6. Sandy Youngbauer, Fergus County
7. Susie Mosness, Sweet Grass County
8. Susan Good Geise, Lewis & Clark County
9. Steve White, Gallatin County
10. Tony Cox, Sanders County
11. Jeff Burrows, Ravalli County
12. Tom Rice, Beaverhead County
ELECTED OFFICIALS ASSOCIATION REPS
County Attorneys - Leo Gallagher,
Lewis & Clark County
Clerk & Recorders - Ruth Baker,
Treasure County
Clerks of Court - Valerie Hornsveld,
Broadwater County; Elizabeth T. Ball,
Rosebud County
Magistrates - Linda Cantin, Park County
School Superintendents - Susan Beley,
Wheatland County
Sheriffs & Peace Officers - Brian Gootkin,
Gallatin County
Treasurers - Sandy Christensen,
Richland County
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Revenue & Trans.

ASSOCIATE
MEMBERS
Diamond
Member
Arthur Gallagher
Risk Management
Services
MT Dept. of
Commerce

Silver Members
Nationwide
Retirement
Solutions
NorthWestern
Energy

Bronze Members
AT & T Services
Ameresco, Inc.
Charter
Communications
Dorsey & Whitney
Montana
State Parks
Morrison-Maierle
Multi-Bank
Securities, Inc.
Simplifile
Territorial
Landworks, Inc.
WGM Group

Copper Member
MDU Resources
MT Newspaper
Association

AFFILIATE
MEMBER
Montana
Association of
County Road
Supervisors
(MACRS)

Thank you to our
Members!
For information on
how to become an
Associate Member,
visit our website at
www.mtcounties.org
or call
406-449-4360
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