Vol. 47, No. 9 • September 2018

MACo President Bill Barron
Bids Farewell

Highlights
2
MACo Welcomes a
New Member of the
Family
&
A Note from
Eric Bryson
3-4
MACo Annual
Conference Info.
5
MACo 2nd VP
Candidates
6-7
MACo Proposed
Resolutions
8
Freight Rail Delivers
for Montana
9
County Elected
Official Profile
10
HCT News

Greetings!
THANK YOU! Thank you for the trust you put in me to
represent you, your counties and MACo! This has truly
been one of the greatest honors of my life! Thank you!
This has been a busy year that has passed unbelievably
fast! Here are some of the things I participated in as your President: Northwest
President and Execs retreat, NACo President and Exec conference, Harold’s
retirement and contract with MACo, Eric’s contract negotiations and hire, Legislative
Special Session, NACo Legislative Conference in DC, NACo Annual Conference in
Nashville, MACo Midwinter Conference, Annual Budgets and rate adjustments for
MACo, WCT, PCT and HCT including Board meetings and numerous conference
calls, Spring and Fall District Meetings, Cooperative Sheriff meetings, Contract with
MSPOA for Jail Peer Reviews and a letter to Legislative leadership opposing their
last Special Session request resulting in NUMEROUS phone calls with elected
officials and press from all over the state and lobbying contract with Clerk &
Recorders and I know I have missed a few things.
One accomplishment that I am very pleased with is the discussions that have begun
with the Sheriffs. This was an important goal for me because I have served as
Sheriff and as Commissioner in both good and bad relationships. What I have come
to understand from this is both offices are made up of dedicated and caring men and
women that believe strongly in what they are doing. The honest and open
communications must continue and it must be in face-to-face meetings. Conference
calls will not accomplish the trust and respect that is needed for continuing beneficial
results.
I am pleased progress is being made in relationships with all the elected offices
which will give us all a much stronger voice in Legislature. Eric is working hard at this
team building and it is already having positive results.

11
County Spotlight

I can’t speak or write a letter like this without talking about how important MACo as
an organization is to counties! MACo is your voice in Legislature. Fifty-six counties
working together for the benefit of all the citizens of Montana! It gives a single county
a voice it wouldn’t have had!

13 - 14
Obituaries

MACo has an unbelievable staff. You are all so dedicated and helpful I couldn’t help
but succeed as President! You are all so very important to me and have been so
very helpful! Thank You for who you are and everything you do!

14
Emelia’s Safety
Corner

Congratulations to Jim Hart as our new President! After working with him this past
year I know he is going to do a great job!

16
Calendar of Events

This year as your President has been a great Honor! Thank You!
William D. Barron
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MACo Welcomes
Jason Rittal, Deputy Director
A new member of the family
After a crazy August schedule mixed with some work, a little golf, and a lot of
moving, I am excited to join the MACo team full time.
I come to Helena dragging my eastern Montana roots along and hailing from Terry
High School (Go Terriers!) and Montana State University (Go Cats!). After
completing studies at MSU, I spent 10 years in the private sector working with
communities and counties on all facets of community and economic development. From there, I gained some
now valuable experience as a licensed insurance agent before returning to my economic and community
development roots as the Executive Director of Eastern Plains Economic Development Corporation serving
Carter, Dawson, Fallon, Prairie, and Wibaux Counties. Most recently, I had the privilege to serve as the
County Development Advisor for Fallon County where I had a wide range of responsibilities including
managing capital improvement projects, government/regional relations, lobbying, and assisting with
budgeting.
I have also been an active member on the Montana Economic Developers Association Board of Directors
(Past President); the Montana Non-Profit Association Board of Directors (Vice President); and the Montana
Infrastructure Coalition.
As many of you know, I am always up for a round of golf, and I do enjoy returning to Prairie County to go
hunting in the fall. My wife, Lana, and I look forward to our new adventure.

A note from Eric Bryson
My sincere thanks to our host communities for the last round of District Meetings. Billings, Broadus, Augusta,
Missoula, Choteau, and everywhere in between provided for 1700 miles of great conversations, thoughtful
debate, and the amazing scenery that accompanies any August traveler in Montana. There are many great
things about working for MACo, but traveling across the state to meet with our members is at the top of the
list.

A special welcome to McKenzie McCarthy as MACo General Counsel (making it official September 1st) and
Deputy Director Jason Rittal (just in time for pre-legislative work). A new partnership with the Montana
Association of Clerk and Recorder’s tops the list of new news. MACo has a contract to perform lobbying and
advocacy services for our sister organization this upcoming session. We also have an agreement with the
Montana Sheriffs and Peace Officers’ Association for the jail peer review system to continue. Your leadership
put an emphasis on better coordination among local government entities and the results are showing. See
you at the Annual Conference in Missoula!
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MISSOULA COUNTY HOSTS THE

MACo 109th Annual Conference

September 16 - 20, 2018
Online registration closes September 10th

Please Register Online at:
www.mtcounties.org

MACo’s 109th Annual Conference will be held at the
Holiday Inn Missoula Downtown, 200 S. Pattee Street, Missoula
Please register to help us better estimate attendance

* Registration will be available at the door for an additional fee *
If you have any questions or need any additional information,
please contact Karen Houston, MACo Meeting Planner at:
406-449-4360 or khouston@mtcounties.org
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MACo 109th Annual Conference Draft Agenda
Holiday Inn Downtown Missoula
September 16th - 20th
Sunday, Sept. 16th
11:30 am - 2:00 pm
2:00 am - 3:00 pm
1:00 pm - 5:00 pm
3:00 pm - 5:00 pm
5:30 pm - 10:00 pm

Wednesday, Sept. 19th
WCT Trustees Lunch Meeting
Resolutions Committee Meeting
Registration/Exhibitors set up
Board of Directors Meeting
President’s Reception and
Dinner

Monday, Sept. 17th
7:00 am - 8:00 am
8:00 am - 5:00 pm
8:30 am - 4:30 pm
8:30 am - 11:30 am

No-Host Prayer Breakfast
Registration & Exhibitors
Spouse/Guest Quilting Project
MACo Opening General
Session
11:30 am - 12:30 pm Lunch
12:30 pm - 4:00 pm MACo Committee Meetings
1. Agriculture
2. Com. Econ. Dev. & Labor
3. Justice & Public Safety
4. Land Use & Development
2:30 pm - 4:00 pm
MACo Tax, Budget & Finance
Committee Meeting
4:00 pm - 6:00 pm
Forest Counties Meeting
4:00 pm - 6:00 pm
Oil, Gas & Coal Counties
Meeting
Tuesday, Sept. 18th
6:30 am - 8:30 am
8:00 am - 5:00 pm
8:30 am - Noon

Noon - 1:00 pm
1:00 pm - 2:00 pm
2:30 pm - 3:30 pm
3:30 pm - 5:00 pm
5:00 pm - 6:00 pm
5:00 pm - 6:00 pm
5:00 pm - 6:30 pm
4

MACo PCT Trustees Breakfast
Meeting
Registration & Exhibitors
MACo Committee Meetings
1. Energy
2. Health & Human Services
3. Public Lands
4. Transportation
Lunch
Panel on Medicaid Expansion
Simplification in the 21st
Century aka “The Big Bill”
MACo HCT Member Annual
Meeting
6 County Fort Peck Lake Group
Meeting
Montana Coalition of Wildlife
Counties Meeting
Social - sponsored by all
exhibitors

7:00 am - 8:30 am

MACo HCT Trustees Breakfast
Meeting
8:00 am - 5:00 pm
Registration
8:30 am - 9:30 am
Public Information Officers &
Emergency Communications
8:30 am - Noon
Exhibitors
8:30 am - 4:30 pm
Spouse/Guest Quilting Project
9:30 am - 10:00 am Congressman Greg Gianforte
10:30 am - 11:00 am Implementing a Jail Diversion
Program in Your County
10:30 am - Noon
MACo Committee Reports
Noon - 1:30 pm
Lunch - Vendor/Sponsor
Appreciation
1:30 pm - 4:00 pm
Closing General Session / Annual
Business Meeting
2:30 pm
Governor Steve Bullock
4:00 pm - 6:00 pm
Hard Rock Mining Counties
Meeting
4:00 pm - 6:00 pm
Urban Counties Meeting
4:00 pm - 6:00 pm
Reservation Counties Meeting
6:00 pm
Social & Annual Banquet
Thursday, Sept. 20th
7:30 am - 9:00 am

New Board of Directors’ Breakfast
Meeting

For a more detailed Draft Agenda
please visit our website
www.mtcounties.org

MACo News • Volume 47, Number 9 • September 2018

MACo News
MACo 2nd VP
Candidate
Doug Martens
Rosebud County
Commissioner
How long have you been a county
commissioner? I was first elected as a county
commissioner in 2011. I was re-elected to my
commissioner position in 2017, so I am guaranteed
enough time to go through the chairs before my term
expires.
Please summarize your MACo participation.
I have been actively involved in MACo since being
elected. I have attended the district and annual
meetings, and have served on the Energy Committee since 2011 and I am currently the Chair of that
committee.
Please summarize your national, statewide, and/
or community involvement.
I currently represent MACo on the Energy, Environment and Land Use Committee at NACo. I have
served in that capacity for two years now and was
recently appointed to vice chair to one of the
sub committees. Prior to being elected as county
commissioner I was elected to serve as president of
the Montana Fire Wardens Association. I was also
elected to be on our local school board and was
elected to the State School Board Association. I am
also active in several local organizations as well.
Please detail your special knowledge, skills,
abilities and education.
Most of my political education has come from
experience and the school of hard knocks. I have
testified quite a few times before our state legislative
body as well as worked with legislators to draft bills.
Most of my experiences have been in dealing with
issues which affect Rosebud County. I am currently
involved in the Colstrip Community Impact Advisory
Group, which members were appointed by the
Governor. I am working with all the parties involved
to try and find the most reasonable approach to
dealing with the potential impacts of the power
plants closing down. I have traveled to Washington
D.C. and never miss an opportunity to talk to the
Department of Energy about our situation.
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Please share your thoughts about MACo and its
future.
I believe MACo is a vital organization and resource
for all Montana counties. The wealth of information,
training, and support is valuable for our
community’s existence. MACo is a voice for all of
us when we cannot be in attendance ourselves.
MACO is well respected in Helena and throughout
our state. Montana is also well represented and
respected at the national level through NACo. We
need to continue this vital role for the betterment of
our counties and state, to keep up on the national
issues which also affect us.
Please share how you will serve the membership as MACo 2nd Vice President.
My goal as a MACo officer will be to listen to our
membership and help drive MACo as the membership directs. I would continue to represent the
members to the best of my ability as the
organization moves forward and continue to be a
strong voice into our futures.
I would appreciate your support and I am open to
any questions at any time! Thank you for your
considerations.
Doug Martens – Rosebud County Commissioner

MACo 2nd VP
Candidate
Laura Obert
Broadwater County
Commissioner
To my fellow Montana County Commissioners,
I am flattered and grateful to be nominated for MACo 2nd
VP. Thank you.
However, I cannot accept at this time. My second term is
up in two years and I do not know my political future.
In the meantime, I will continue to work with you and MACo, to offer what I can to help where I can.
Thank you for your faith in me. I look forward to seeing
you all in September.
Sincerely,
Commissioner Laura Obert
Broadwater County
5
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Delegate Assembly Rules
Rule 1
Any resolution or bylaw change from a member
district or county not submitted at the District
meeting must be submitted to the Resolutions
Committee no later than the Sunday before the
Annual Convention in order to be presented to the
Board of Directors for their approval.
Rule 2
Any resolution or bylaw change not submitted
through Rule 1 will not be considered by the
Delegate Assembly unless two-thirds of the
delegates present and voting elect to suspend the
rules to consider late proposals. Late proposals shall
be accompanied by copies for all delegates and
shall be available prior to the Introduction and
Consideration of Bylaw Changes or Resolutions.
Voting Procedures
Rule 3
Each regular member has one vote. (Regular
members shall be those counties which contribute
annually to the financial support of the Association.)
There shall be one county delegate and one
alternate with the authority to vote. The delegate and
the alternate must be elected county officials.

Rule 4
In speaking to a motion, a delegate will be
limited to three minutes except wherein this rule
has been suspended by a vote.
Rule 5
All voting shall be by show of hands or voice vote,
subject to the call of the chair. A roll call vote will be
conducted upon request by a delegate from the
floor.

Rule 6
Debate is considered privileged and a “call for the
question” cannot be used to limit debate. A vote to
close debate requires a two-thirds vote of the
delegates voting.
Suspension of Rules
Rule 7
Any of these rules may be suspended by a twothirds vote of those present and voting.

Process for Late, Urgent,
or Extraordinary Resolutions
Late, urgent, or extraordinary resolutions may be
considered at the Annual Conference if approved by
the Board of Directors at their meeting prior to the
Annual Conference for presentation on the floor at
the general session of the Annual Conference. Such
resolutions must be presented in writing, in easily
readable and understandable form as well as in
adequate numbers for general circulation. These
resolutions may be mailed to MACo for submission to
the Board of Directors prior to the Annual
Conference. Any resolutions submitted to the
Board will be considered, and comments and recommendations will be made for presentation to the
general assembly. In addition, the Board may, at
any meeting with a quorum present, adopt resolutions pertaining to the policy or position of the
Association.

MACo Proposed Resolutions
The MACo Resolutions & Legislative Committee met on
August 30th to review resolutions and make recommendations as well as committee assignments. On the next
page are the 29 resolutions gathered from Montana’s
counties during the recent spring and summer district
meetings, as well as a couple submitted by MACo
Committees during the Midwinter Conference and a few
submitted by staff. All resolutions will be vetted at the
Annual Conference during the committee meetings on
September 16th – 18th. These committees are essential
to our Association’s operation, as they represent the
interests of the members and serve to guide the actions
of the Association. We encourage everyone to attend
the meeting(s) of your choice, even if you are not an
appointed member on a committee; your input and
voice is valuable and will be heard. This is a
pre-legislative year, and one of the important duties of
MACo’s committees is to set legislative policy for the
organization that helps guide MACo Staff on legislative
matters. Every resolution, if passed by the membership
at the annual business meeting on September 19th of
the conference, becomes legislation that we usher
through the legislative process. Committees will also be
finishing their work on their policy statements, which
help guide staff in the halls of the Capitol when we don’t
have direct access to all of you. Please get involved—
we can’t be successful without your participation! The language for the resolutions will be included
in the Annual Conference registration packets and will
be available on the MACo website.
Please see next page for resolutions list

6

MACo News • Volume 47, Number 9 • September 2018

MACo News
MACo 2018 Proposed Resolutions
Short Title
6-mill Levy to Fund the Montana University System
Allow Counties to Establish a Coal Trust Fund
Allow Counties to Establish County Auditor as Part-time
Office
Allow Inflation of Mill Levies

Sponsor

Committee Referral

MACo Staff
Rosebud County
Big Horn County

Tax, Budget & Finance
Community, Economic Development & Labor

Yellowstone County

Resolutions & Legislative

Yellowstone County

Tax, Budget & Finance

Clarifying County Attorney as Legal Advisor

Stillwater County

Resolutions & Legislative

Cost of Care for Animals Seized in Alleged Animal Welfare
Violations

Missoula County

Justice & Public Safety

County Tax Appeal Board Incidental Expenses

Missoula County

Creation of Gateway Counties Local Option Tax

Park County

Destruction of Public Records Requiring an Order of District Court or Probate Court

Missoula County

Tax, Budget & Finance
Community, Economic Development &
Labor; AND
Tax, Budget & Finance
Justice & Public Safety;
AND
Resolutions & Legislative

Elector Qualifications in School Elections

Fergus County

Resolutions & Legislative

Ensure Consistency for Making Assessments or Imposing
Fees for Costs & Expenses of All Improvement Districts

Dawson County

Community, Economic Development & Labor

MACo Staff

Justice & Public Safety

Missoula County

Tax, Budget & Finance

Lake County

Public Lands

Land Use Committee

Land Use, Planning & Development

Ag Committee

Agriculture

Sanders County

Resolutions & Legislative

Public Records Protection

MACo Staff

Resolutions & Legislative

Public Safety Dispatch & e-911 Hours of Work

Lake County

Justice & Public Safety

Missoula County

Tax, Budget & Finance

Lake County

Tax, Budget & Finance

Missoula County

Tax, Budget & Finance

Ravalli County

Land Use, Planning & Development

MACo Staff

Resolutions & Legislative

Revise Definition of Wild Buffalo & Wild Bison
Revise Laws Related to the Relocation of County Boundaries

Garfield County

Agriculture

Ravalli County

Land Use, Planning & Development

Setting Speed Limits

Missoula County

Transportation

Expert Witness Costs in Criminal Cases
Extending Deadline to Appeal Your Property Tax Assessment to November
Invasive Species Penalties
Lifting of Agricultural Covenants in Limited Situations
Noxious Weed Management Funding
Oppose I-186

Removing Mobile Homes from the Tax Rolls
Repeal of Temporary Tribal Exemption
Require Junk Vehicle Disposal Fee for House Trailers and
Travel Trailers
Require that Parcels That Are Exempt from Subdivision
Review Provide Legal Access
Revise Definition of Electioneering Communications

Setting Speed Limits in School Zones
Support Development of New U.S. Coal Export Facilities

Transportation
Committee
Phillips County

Transportation
Energy

For committee meeting dates and times, please refer to page 4
for the MACo Annual Conference draft agenda.
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Freight Rail Delivers for Montana
By Michael Gaynor

Infrastructure trivia: Montana is home to America’s second-longest rail tunnel. The 7-mile Flathead Tunnel,
near Trego, sees about 50 freight and passenger trains pass through it daily. And in 2018 the busy corollary
is receiving needed improvements – improving both service and safety – as part of BNSF’s $135 million
investment into its Montana network.
Outside of Lima, Union Pacific is replacing 10,000 railroad ties on its Montana subdivision this year. The $1.4
million project, along with several others comprising the railroad’s 2018 Montana capex, will enhance
efficiency and help to meet increased demand.
Railroads handle over 100 million tons of freight in Montana annually, hauling Powder River Basin coal,
minerals and ore as well as grain and everything in between to markets in the U.S. and across the globe.
Trains are often-overlooked economic connectors, chugging along day and night to deliver for the
communities that they move through.
The story of U.S. freight rail, a truly American story with its beginnings over 200 years ago, is one of constant
investment and innovation. Rail companies are some of the biggest spenders among U.S. industries,
reinvesting into their network at about six times the rate of the average manufacturer.
This spending – about $100 billion collectively over the last four years – is crucial to safely moving the goods
that U.S. businesses and consumers rely on. When railroads spend their private dollars on new crossties,
ballast or rail, it means the Montana farmer can move more grain more efficiently. It means the coal producer
can reach international markets more reliably. Ultimately, this user-pay principle means that taxpayers aren’t
on the hook for rail infrastructure.
Consistent safety gains are another byproduct of massive investment. The companies that pioneered the Iron
Horse are now pioneering uses for drones, ultrasound and big data, among other technologies, to identify and
prevent incidents before they happen. Accordingly, the train accident rate has fallen 28 percent over the last
decade and 44 percent since 2000.
The inherent efficiency edge of trains, coupled with technological advances, means that railroads today can
move a ton of freight 479 miles per gallon of fuel, double what was possible just three decades ago—and four
times the efficiency of trucks. Cleaner locomotives, engine shutdown and startup systems and advanced trip
planning software also minimize rail’s carbon footprint.
America’s freight railroads are a true economic engine, creating wealth at the local and national levels and
supporting 1.5 million jobs across the economy. As the Treasure State’s population grows – it’s forecast to
increase over 60 percent between 2005 and 2030 – freight transportation demand will grow with it. Railroads
are critical partners in meeting this need and they’re spending what it takes to deliver for Montana.
Michael Gaynor is Assistant Vice President of Field Operations at GoRail, a national non-profit promoting the
benefits of freight railroads.
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County Elected
Official Profile

OUR NEWSLETTER IS
CHANGING!

Thomas D. Berry
Musselshell County
Commissioner

Something New for

Spouse’s name and time together: Colleen; 25
years
Children’s names: Michelle, age 48; Ryan, age 46
Occupation and years at current occupation:
Retired / Rancher
Profession before current occupation:
Insurance Agent
Education: 4 years of college
Biggest challenge you’ve ever faced:

The kidnapping and murder of my 17 year old son

Two people, alive or not, you would like to have
dinner with: Teddy Roosevelt and Billy Graham
Surprising fact about you: Since 2009 I have been
attending Yellowstone Christian College on a parttime basis. 2 year degree in ministry.

MACo News
The MACo Newsletter is currently undergoing a
facelift to make it a more user-friendly reading
experience. To do this, we are shortening the
length of the publication by removing advertisements and instead showcasing our Associate
Members on our website:
http://www.mtcounties.org/our-associate-memberssupporters.
Coming soon, we will be making the newsletter
more informationally dense by adding summary
text of each article that will then link to the full article on our website. You, our readers, will easily be
able to skim the articles, find the information in
which you are interested, and access it quickly.
This is a work in progress and should be completed
in the coming months.

Thank you for your patience as we go through this
transition. We look forward to bringing you a freshfaced issue of MACo News soon!

Just for fun

Most adventurous thing you’ve ever done:
Got married for the 3rd time 25 years ago..Ha-ha
Favorite TV show: I watch business channels
A turning point in your life: In 1983 went broke
in the real estate business...changed career to
insurance.
A book you've read twice (or more): None
The job you wanted at age 18: A teacher or a
pastor
Favorite movie(s): “Patton”
Person(s) who had the biggest influence on you/
your life, and why: Walter Peterson, an older
gentleman who taught me how to manage an
insurance agency. He was a great mentor.
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Unplugging for Your Health
Here are a few ways unplugging can be good for
your health:


Reconnect with people and focus on relationships.
Play with your children and/or pets who have likely
been missing your attention.
 Improve your mood. Unplugging from technology
helps eliminate unhealthy feelings of jealousy,
envy, and loneliness caused by comparing yourself
with others on social media.
 Live in the present and enjoy being in the moment,
rather than constantly snapping photos or texting
and/or posting about what you are doing.
 Reduce pain in your neck and spine from looking
down at your phone.
If you simply cannot part with your phone for extended
time periods, turn off app notifications or consider setting your phone to do not disturb to avoid temptations
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County Spotlight
Chouteau
LESSONS LEARNED
This is in reference to an incident that occurred during a routine road maintenance job.
The job was to repair and spread new gravel on the roadway. The crews were utilizing belly dump trailers
pulled by day cab semi-trucks. One of the drivers approached a 90-degree curve at which time the truck and
loaded trailer flipped on its side while trying to turn. The truck cab was a total loss with minor damage to the
trailer. The driver operator had later discovered minor injuries.
After discussing the incident with the driver, I asked him what he thought led up to the accident and what lessons were learned. Of course, the most obvious, he was going too fast. The other factor was the load of
gravel in the trailer. He thought that the load had not been evenly distributed. Those were the two main factors the driver expressed.
Things that made me question everything that occurred as well as some lessons learned.
Yes, speed was a factor but so is not being attentive. How were the brakes on the truck and trailer? There
was no record of pre-inspection checklist. I don’t know if it was done.

He had made several runs that day taking the same route. Someone else was loading the trailer at the gravel pit. They were all in a rush to get the job completed that day. One lesson is to complete the job at a safe
speed. Remember the condition of the roads change as heavy loads travel over them. It creates soft spots
that can affect the drivability of the truck and the load its hauling.
Other lessons learned was to make sure all items in the cab of the truck are secure. A fire extinguisher was
not properly secured that hit the driver in the face. He assumed he did not have much of an injury, so he did
not see a doctor. Later he had to have stitches and he had a mild concussion as well as bruised ribs. The
driver said he was wearing his seat belt when I asked.
There are many lessons to be learned and I’m sure you can think of more after reviewing this.
If you have comments or questions, please don’t hesitate to contact me.

Ed Romano
406-750-2710
Email: ed1941@fortbenton.com
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Effort aims to boost leadership skills
at the county staff level
By Matthew Chase

NACo Higher Performance Leadership Academy offers
distance-learning opportunities for front-line county staff

September 25, 12:00 PM - 1:30 PM MDT

Can you imagine what would happen if General Colin
Powell, Fortune 1000 CEOs and other executives came
together with career coaches and professors from the
most prestigious universities to mentor your frontline
leaders? What if we could leverage such talent and
expertise to advance excellence in county government?

Local Efforts Supporting Innovation in Early
Childhood Development (Part 2)

Thanks to a new program adopted by NACo’s Board of
Directors, we can.

NACo Webinars

The National Association of Counties (NACo) invites
you to participate in a webinar highlighting local
innovations and best practice models in early childhood development. Counties play a critical role
in shaping early childhood systems and are
instrumental in investing in core services supporting
young children and families. To ensure that
children are developmentally on track at age three
and to improve kindergarten school readiness,
communities must drive increased attention on
prenatal-to-three initiatives and the critical need for
early investments around programs and services
that ensure a healthy start at birth, provide support
to families of infants and toddlers and provide highquality child care and early learning opportunities.

Learn More
NACo High Performance Leadership Academy
The NACo Higher Performance Leadership Academy, a
12-week online program, was designed — in partnership
with the Professional Development Academy — to enable
frontline county staff to achieve their fullest potential,
making them smarter, more effective leaders.
The academy gives managers the tools they need to
accomplish their goals faster, build collaboration across
departments and foster positive cultures within their
teams. Covering topics such as leadership, organization,
collaboration, communication and delivery, the curriculum
addresses the whole solution of competencies needed to
close the leadership skills gap at the frontline.
Additionally, and importantly, the academy is designed to
be non-disruptive to frontline leaders’ busy schedules. It
requires just a few hours of time each week, and there’s
no travel away from the county required.

September 27, 12:00 PM - 1:15 PM MDT
County-State Collaboration in
Criminal Justice Planning
As counties and states across the country work to
make their justice systems run more fairly and
effectively, many jurisdictions are realizing that
intergovernmental coordination is essential. County
and state justice systems are run separately in most
states, but they are very intertwined and changes at
the state level can have major impacts at the local
level and vice versa. Join NACo and the National
Criminal Justice Association for this webinar to learn
how states and counties can work together to
identify issues and opportunities and develop
solutions that improve criminal justice at both levels
of government.

This past July, NACo’s Board of Directors approved a
scholarship program to make this high-impact program
accessible exclusively to NACo member counties.
This is regularly a $1,995 course that costs just $495 for
each county’s first enrollee, and $1,495 thereafter.
With increasing challenges with unfunded mandates from
states and the federal government, heightened
community incivility and the constant struggle to achieve
more with less, county frontline staff need the sharpest
skills to deliver results for our residents.
The NACo High Performance Leadership Academy will
help to retain rising stars in county government and
enable them to be better leaders.
The first sessions begin Sept. 17. Subsequent sessions
will begin in January 2019.
We encourage counties
enrollment.
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Jeffrey Lee LaVoi
1945 - 2018
Hill County Commissioner
Jeff was born on April 3, 1945, in Fosston, Minnesota, to Francis and Arlyne
(Roue) LaVoi. He was raised on a dairy farm outside of Fosston and graduated
from Fosston High School in 1963. He married his childhood sweetheart, Marlys
Lomen, that year with whom he went on to have five children, and soon after
their marriage enlisted in the US Navy, where he served aboard the USS Essex.
After four years of service, Jeff was honorably discharged, and returned home to his family in Crookston,
MN, where he attended the University of Minnesota Technical Institute. He received his Associate of Applied
Science Degree in Business. Jeff and Marlys later divorced. Over the years, Jeff owned John Deere dealerships in Crookston, MN, Grand Forks, ND, and Havre, MT. He married Kathy Guedo in 1993 in Grand Forks,
ND, and the couple has spent the last 25 years making memories together with their family. After selling his
dealerships, Jeff spent a few years selling real estate. In 2010, he was elected a Hill County Commissioner,
and served as such until he retired in 2016, taking his responsibility to the residents of Hill County very
seriously.
Jeff volunteered much of his time working in Beaver Creek Park and enjoyed teaching his Sunday School
class at the Big Sandy Church of God. He loved to play his guitar and sing, especially to his grandchildren.
He considered caring for the ranch and the horses a joy instead of a chore. Jeff’s family was his greatest joy,
and his grandchildren were the light of his life.

Elaine Stutz
Higgins-Homewood
1929 - 2018
Carbon County Justice of the Peace
Elaine Stutz Higgins-Homewood, 89, of Red Lodge, passed away on Aug. 8,
2018 after 14 years living with dementia.
Elaine was born in the Bronx, New York City, May 8, 1929 to William and Katherine (Meier) Stutz.

She received a Bachelor of Science from Syracuse University 1951 and was a member of Tri Delta Sorority.
In 1953 Elaine married Grove L. “Larry” Higgins. Larry had graduated with a degree in geology and was hired
by Carter Oil.
Carter Oil led Elaine and Larry to Carmi, Illinois, then West to Worland, Wyoming. While working the Montana and Wyoming oil fields they discovered Red Lodge.
In 1956 they purchased Piney Dell Resort. In 1964 Elaine and Larry represented the Montana Outfitters and
Guides Association at the Worlds Fair in Madison Square Garden in New York City.
In 1967 Elaine and Larry divorced and Elaine remained in Red Lodge taking a part-time position as the Secretary for Red Lodge Chamber of Commerce.

Continued on page 13...
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Elaine Stutz
Higgins-Homewood
1929 - 2018
Carbon County Justice of the Peace

Emelia’s Safety Corner

In 1969 Elaine was appointed by the Carbon County
Commissioners to fulfill a vacate position as Justice of
the Peace. After completing the appointed two year
term as Justice of the Peace she then ran for
reelection, and served for the next 23 years, retiring in
June 1993. She served on the Montana Commission
on Courts of Limited Jurisdiction 1980 -1988, appointed
by State Supreme Court Justice, John Sheehy.

The greatest hazard from hand tools is
improper use and maintenance of tools.

Safety Awareness

Hand Tool/Pneumatic Tool Hazards

Continued from page 12...

During her terms as Justice of the Peace, she became
a Reverend of the American Fellowship Church in 1987
in order to perform both civil and religious ceremonies.
She often performed marriages, frequently in her
home,
rather
than
in
the
stark
Judicial
Chambers. Thus in 1992 she built “Canyon Wedding
Chapel” performing 100 weddings that year alone.
Many others were performed there over the next 18
years in a variety of ceremonies on skis, in a hot air
balloon, on horseback, on an elephant, on bridges, or
on ranches, in remote locations in the Beartooth’s,
Southern Montana and Northern Wyoming.
In 2001 she married “Buck” Duane Homewood of
Frannie, Wyoming and enjoyed 15 “Good Years” splitting time between his ranch and her home in Red
Lodge.

An example is a loose handle on a hammer which
can cause the hammer head to fly off and hit the
user or another employee.
•
Use sharpened tools away from other
employees or aisle areas and be sure that
they are not dull since dull tools can be more
hazardous than sharp ones.
•
Disconnect tools or
machines when not in
use, before servicing,
and when changing
accessories, but do
not yank a cord from
an electric outlet.
•
Do not remove safety
guards from power
tools, such as those
on circular saws.
•
Tools should be used
within their designed safety limits.
•
Pneumatic tools are powered by compressed
air and require the following:

Elaine loved the community of Red Lodge, and her
adopted HOME State of Montana.
She served on the Festival of Nations Board, as well
MC’d German Night. She was also a Girl Scout leader
and served on the board of Yellowstone Country
Montana, and Red Lodge Community Church,
UCC. She was also a member of Red Lodge Mountain
Hooter Peaks Ski Club.
Elaine loved music and learned to play the drums as
her children left home. She loved dancing to a Great
Western Swing, a Polka or Waltz. For numerous years
she was in the Red Lodge Community Band, famous
for her appearances in the parades over the 4th of July,
becoming known as “Boom Boom Higgins.”

- Eye protection.
- A secure attachment of the tool to the air
hose before you start work.
- Compressed air guns should never be
pointed at anyone.
•

•

Jacks must not bear more weight than they
are designed for, must be used on a level
surface, and once the load has been lifted
the jack must immediately be blocked up.
Examine tools before use and keep up with
maintenance to ensure that equipment functions properly.

She spent many weekends enjoying her Beartooth and
Pryor Mountains, hiking, skiing, taking the back roads
around her county and state. She took classes through
the Yellowstone Institute, learning everything from
rocks, to track, to scat.
14
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Arthur J. Gallagher
200 S. Orange Avenue, Suite
1350 Orlando, FL 32801
(800) 524-0191, Ext. 3512
www.ajg.com
Dear MACo PCT Members:
For the last several months I have been composing articles as to “Why It Is Important To be A Member of
MACo PCT”. I have always believed the proof is in real life examples, i.e. what is going on in the real world. In
the real world Auto Insurance prices are going up 10-15% in most locations, please see the chart below as to
why. Please look at your renewal this year and see if your auto insurance prices went up 10-15%, there are
hidden benefits of being a member of MACo PCT only one of which is traditionally very stable rates.
Inflation Watch: CPI for auto insurance up 7.4 percent for July 2018, compared with a year ago
At 8:30 a.m. EDT the U.S. Department of Labor released the July 2018 figures for the consumer price index (CPI).

OVERALL INDEX
AUTO INSURANCE AND
RELATED ITEMS

2017

2018

2018

(FULL YR.)

JUNE

JULY

2.1%

2.9%

2.9%

Motor Vehicle Insurance

7.7

7.6

7.4

Motor Vehicle Body Work

2.4

2.9

2.9

Total Medical Care

2.5

2.5

1.9

Physicians' Services

0.5

0.9

0.6

Hospital Services

4.9

4.7

4.6

Legal Services

3.6

3.5

3.6

New Vehicles

-0.2

-0.5

0.2

New Cars

-0.7

-0.7

0.4

New Trucks

0.1

-0.4

0.0

Used Cars and Trucks

-3.6

-0.7

0.8

Tenants' and Household Insurance*

0.7

1.1

1.6

Repair of Household Items

5.8

6.2

6.9

Construction Materials**

2.6

6.5

6.3

Existing Single Family Homes***

5.7

5.2

N/A

MOTOR VEHICLES

HOUSEHOLD INSURANCE
AND RELATED ITEMS

Please contact Richard Terlecki (407) 563-3512 or Isabel Herbach at (407) 563-3541 for more information.
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Calendar of Events

Please go to www.mtcounties.org for
more detailed information

Association Events

Legislative Interim Meetings at the Capitol

Sept. 10 - 14

Treasurers’ Convention - Red Lodge

Sept. 16 - 20

MACo Annual Conference - Missoula

Nov. 13 - 15

MACo PCT/WCT Work Session Whitefish

September 2018

September 2018 cont.

6
6
7

11
Law & Justice
12-13
EQC
12 - 13
Education
13
Revenue &
Trans.
13 - 14
CFHHS

10
10-11

Board of Directors

SAVA
Economic Affairs
State-Tribal
Relations
Energy &
Telecom
Water Policy

MACo STAFF

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

President
Bill Barron, Lake County
1st Vice President
Jim Hart, Madison County
2nd Vice President
Shane Gorder, Richland County
Fiscal Officer
Mike McGinley, Beaverhead County
Urban Representative
Andy Hunthausen, Lewis & Clark County
Immediate Past President
Todd Devlin, Prairie County
PAST PRESIDENTS
Maureen Davey, Stillwater County
Joe Briggs, Cascade County
Greg Chilcott, Ravalli County
John Ostlund, Yellowstone County
Carl Seilstad, Fergus County
Mike McGinley, Beaverhead County
Carol Brooker, Sanders County
Bob Mullen, Jefferson County
DISTRICT CHAIRS
1. Gary Macdonald, Roosevelt County
2. Janet Wolff, McCone County
3 Bob Lee, Rosebud County
4. Larry Hendrickson, Liberty County
5. Ron Ostberg, Teton County
6. Sandy Youngbauer, Fergus County
7. Bill Wallace, Sweet Grass County
8. Susan Good Geise,
Lewis & Clark County
9. Steve White, Gallatin County
10. Tony Cox, Sanders County
11. Jeff Burrows, Ravalli County
12. Tom Rice, Beaverhead County
ELECTED OFFICIALS ASSOCIATION REPS
County Attorneys - Leo Gallagher,
Lewis & Clark County
Clerk & Recorders - Ruth Baker,
Treasure County
Clerks of Court - Valerie Hornsveld,
Broadwater County; Elizabeth T. Ball,
Rosebud County
Magistrates - Linda Cantin, Park County
School Superintendents - Susan Beley,
Wheatland County
Sheriffs & Peace Officers - Brian Gootkin,
Gallatin County
Treasurers - Sandy Christensen,
Richland County

16

Eric Bryson, Executive Director
Jason Rittal, Deputy Director
Sheryl Wood, Associate Director
Kathy Johnson, Finance Director
Sara McGowan, Accounting Technician II
Sharon Wilson, Accounting Technician I
Karen Houston, Meeting Planner
Shantil Siaperas, Communications Director
Harold Blattie, Field Services Representative
Jerry Spears, Trust Operations Director
Shannon Shanholtzer, PCT/WCT Administrator
Jonathon Siaperas, PCT/WCT Member Services
Representative
Emelia McEwen, Senior Loss Control Specialist
Doug Ardary, Senior Loss Control Specialist
Bonnie Knopf, PCT/WCT Database Administrator
McKenzie McCarthy, General Counsel
Carol Knight, Legal/Executive Assistant
Gregory Bonilla, Managing Defense Counsel
Maureen Lennon, Defense Counsel
Mitch Young, Defense Counsel
DeeAnn Cooney, Defense Counsel
Kimberly Potter, Legal Assistant
Cathy Watson, Legal Assistant
David Payne, PCT/WCT Claims Administrator
Wendy Sesselman, WCT Claims Supervisor
Christine Holling, WCT Claims Adjuster II
Carol Gleed, WCT Claims Adjuster II
Dennis Jupka, PCT Senior Claims Adjuster
Debbie Messerli, PCT Claims Adjuster
Karyn Shirilla, Medical Claims Analyst
Alyce Bailey, HCT Administrator
Pam Walling, HCT Marketing Coordinator
Shelley Murphy, HCT Marketing Coordinator
Taylaur Nordhagen, HCT Wellness Coordinator
Deanna Carpenter, HCT Admin./Enrollment Asst.

ASSOCIATE
MEMBERS
Diamond
Member

Arthur Gallagher
Risk Management
Services
MT Dept. of
Commerce

Silver Members
Nationwide
Retirement
Solutions
NorthWestern
Energy

Bronze Members
AT & T Services
Ackerman-Estvold
Ameresco, Inc.
Charter
Communications
Dorsey & Whitney
Morrison-Maierle
Multi-Bank
Securities, Inc.
Robert Peccia &
Associates
Simplifile
Territorial
Landworks, Inc.

Copper Member
MT Newspaper
Association
Governor’s Office
of Outdoor
Recreation

AFFILIATE
MEMBER

Montana
Association of
County Road
Supervisors
(MACRS)
Thank you to our
Members!
For information on
how to become an
Associate Member,
visit our website at
www.mtcounties.org
or call
406-449-4360

2018

Directory of
Montana County
Officials

SOLD OUT
2019 DIRECTORY
COMING IN FEBRUARY
MACo NEWS
Ph: 449-4360 Fax: 442-5238
swilson@mtcounties.org
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