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What is the Catch & Keep
Montana's Treasure Act

Why Should You Support It?
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THE PROBLEM -- Rural Montana is in Decline & Forecast to Continue
Rural communities are struggling to recruit
and retain professionals they depend upon
for continued economic growth, quality
schools, good healthcare, qualified
employees, and business services.  This
challenge threatens economic prosperity   

THE SOLUTION -- Catch & Keep Montana's Treasure Grant & Tax Credit Program

Encourages participants to establish connections in communities beyond program.
Projected to generate tax revenue of roughly 2:1 from Awardees on grant investment.
Approximately 250 Biennial Grants: 80% to High-Need Counties and 20% to Low-Need
Counties (targeted to rural areas within Low-Need County). 

HOW IT WORKS--Local Control and Support
A.  Local county commissioners pass a resolution to
participate in program, after consultation with other
local and state stakeholders, identifying: i). Priority
professions; ii). Local Entity funding source (25%
match); and iii). Number of grants to support or total
amount allocated towards grants.

530,930 556,584 651,916 737,011 793,352

255,760 242,429 250,279 252,404 257,141
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LEGISLATIVE OVERSIGHT -- Continuing Review and Evaluation 
Requires the Department of  Labor to
collect data and report to the Economic
Affairs Interim Committee every even
numbered year for evaluation of program's
implementation and effectiveness. 

SOURCES 

U.S. Census Data

Montana Legislative Services

CREATED BY  Rep. Joel G. Krautter, HD 35

C.  After 3 years in program, Awardees are eligible for property tax credit towards
income tax, in accordance with terms identified for next 5 years in county.

B.  Eligible applicants apply and grants are awarded in participating counties based on
criteria, degree/credential, status of county, status of Sponsor and a 5 year commitment.
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Grants up to $15,000 and tax credit for property taxes paid.
Incentivizes Montanans to skill up with college degrees or

credentials needed to sustain Montana communities.
Provides a needed tool for employers in rural areas to recruit
and retain a talented and skilled workforce.
Provides economic and societal benefits to rural Montana.

4 FUNDING AMOUNT & SOURCE -- State Special Revenue Account & Local Partners
Transfers $500,000 from the state special revenue account to Dept. of Labor to administer
grant program.  State grants are matched by Local Entity (25%) and Sponsor org. (25%).

and survival of rural areas in the next 10-15 years  without action from state leaders.
Montana's budget and economy will become more dependent on the state's largest
counties and cities as this problematic trend snowballs.  Montana needs economic

prosperity throughout our state.

Brady High School, closed in
2005 due to consolidation



I cover residential real estate, including buying, selling and trends.

Have you ever looked on a map and wondered where else you might want to live? You

might want to consider Topeka, Kansas. Under a pilot program called Choose Topeka

the capital city is offering incentives worth up to $15,000 to encourage talent to move

to Topeka and Shawnee County. 
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Since the initiative was announced last week, it has gained quite a bit of traction. The

Greater Topeka Partnership, an economic development agency, has received hundred

of requests from across North America as well as international interest from people in

Europe, Asia and South America. ChooseTopeka.com has been launched to provide

quick answers about the program and to allow interested candidates to apply.

With unemployment at a historically low rate, businesses across the country are

struggling to attract and retain talented professionals. Choose Topeka will reimburse

individuals with job offers in Topeka up to $15,000 for prospective home buyers and

$10,000 for renters signing a one-year lease. Participants must be eligible to work in

the U.S. and purchase or rent a home in Shawnee County within a year of their hire o

relocation to Topeka for a full-time position. Choose Topeka will match employer

incentives put up for people who move to Topeka and live and work there for a year. 

“We are thrilled with the response from around the world,”  said Molly Howey, senior

vice president of economic development for GO Topeka, an organization of the Great

Topeka Partnership. “We have always known that Topeka-Shawnee County is an

amazing place to call home.”
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The Greater Topeka area in Shawnee County represents a community of 178,915

people in the Greater Kansas City region that’s less than an hour from downtown

Kansas City. The metro area’s diverse economy is reflected in the variety among its to

employers headquartered here, including Hill’s Pet Nutrition, Advisors Excel, Securit

Benefit, Capitol Federal and Evergy.

“This is an exciting validation of the work that went into developing this program,”

said Topeka Mayor Michelle De La Isla. “Choose Topeka not only addresses an

important need to attract talent to our community, but it is a powerful tool to provide

many new people access to the funds needed to buy a home.”

Matt Beier, head of human resources for Advisors Excel, said the insurance marketin

organization is extremely pleased with the relocation incentives. “It has already

proven to be a big help in expanding our recruitment base as we already have at least

one candidate in the pipeline who is interested in making the move to Topeka.”
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Topeka is home to an array of businesses including architecture firms, marketing

agencies, financial services firms and biotech companies. In August, the city was

selected by Plug and Play, a venture capital fund and corporate innovation platform, 

be a startup accelerator location focused on animal health science and agricultural

technology. Topeka will host about 20 startup companies per year as each one goes

through the three-month startup accelerator program.

Bob Ross, senior vice president of marketing at the Greater Topeka Partnership, said

he just moved back to Topeka five months ago from Houston. “What people don't

expect about Topeka is how rich and culturally diverse the city is,” he said. “For 85

years, the city has celebrated its Latin heritage with Fiesta Mexicana. This festival

brings thousands out every year for music, food and parades that honor a Mexican-

American community that arrived here in the 19th century. We have a vibrant live

theater and music scene and a fun and innovative arts district. There is an electric

spirit in the air, like the sky is the limit.”

Having lived in Nashville, Lindsay Lebahn, marketing account manager at Bajillion
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Agency in Topeka, had her doubts about a slower Midwest lifestyle before she moved

to the area. “But I thrived,” she said. “Topeka quickly won me over with its genuine

people, affordability and potential to make a true impact — a trifecta that is hard to

find these days. I now see why it’s commonly referred to as the Heartland. It truly

captures your heart.”

Walmart recently announced it will locate its newest distribution facility in Topeka,

their fourth in the state. The project is expected to create an estimated 300 new full-

time positions over the next five years with competitive salaries plus benefits, creatin

in the next 10 years a total economic impact of $635 million.

The arts scene is alive and well in the newly revitalized NOTO Arts & Entertainment

District, with over 3,000 people visiting every month for the ARTSConnect First

Friday Artwalk. Topeka is also the new home of the Heartland Stampede, the region’s

largest country music festival. Luke Combs, Toby Keith and Cody Johnson will lead

the star-studded lineup from June 25 to 27, 2020.
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Follow me on Twitter.

Topeka is less than 40 minutes from suburban Kansas City’s shops and restaurant

districts, less than an hour’s drive to downtown Kansas City, including the KC

Crossroads District, the River Market and Country Club Plaza, and an hour from

Kansas City International Airport. 

“Everywhere you look in Topeka, from our downtown renovation, to business growth

to our schools, Topeka is showing what a wonderful community it truly is,” said Cody

Foster, founder of Advisors Excel. “Choose Topeka will help Advisors Excel and other

great companies in Topeka recruit experienced employees, especially for our AE

Wealth Management platform and in the technology field. We can’t wait for the natio

to find out what it means to choose Topeka.”

Those seeking to apply can also email ChooseTopeka@GoTopeka.com.
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